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PREFACE 


This book contains a brief history of Marwar and its 
illustrious rulers. In the appendices are given those articles, 
which were published in various research journals or read at 
the various conferences held from time to time at different 
places. 

The information as to when and where these articles were 
published or read is also given in the beginning of each of the 
articles. Some of these articles are, truly speaking, reproduc- 
tion of the original correspondence, which passed between 
the Rathor rulers and their officials or contemporary rulers. 
They throw new light not only on the history of Marwar, but 
also on the history of India. 

Some of these articles have been appreciated by eminent 
scholars like Dr. D. R. Bhandarkar, Sir Jadunath Sarkar, etc. 
and some of them requested me to publish them in a book form 
for the easy access to the scholars. 

In compliance to their wishes I have compiled this volume 
and the references to the articles at their proper places in the 
brief history will, I trust, prove useful to the scholars interes- 
ted in the Rajput history. 

As the articles were published in different journals and 
in the proceedings of the various conferences at different dates, 
so the spelling of proper names vary at places. Further owing 
to the absence of the letter S, Sh is used for both $ and 

I hope the readers will kindly excuse the author for the 
long errata which is due to unavoidable circumstances. 

Further I may add that though this volume was sent for 
publication m 1940 A. D., yet the press took an unexpected 
long time in its printing. 


Archaeological Department ) 

Jodhpur. y BISHESHWAR NATH REU, 

4th June, 1943. J 
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FOREWORD. 

by 

Bada Maharaj-Kumar Shri Hanwant Singhji Sahib 
Heir Apparent of Jodhpur. 


THE PALACE, 
JODHPUR, 
RAJPUTANA. 

Mahamahopadhyaya Pandit Bisheshwar Nath Reu has 
already published “the History of the Rashtrakutas” and 
“the History of Marwar”. The former work traces the 
History of the Rashtrakutas (Rathors) from the earliest 
times to the migration of Rao Sihaji to Marwar, while the 
latter, apart from the brief history of the early ruling 
dynasties of Marwar, deals with the history of the Rathors 
from Rao Sihaji up to the present time. 

This volume entitled “Glories of Marwar and the Glorious 
Rathors” is Mr. Reu’s latest production and in addition to a 
brief history of Marwar contains a number of his articles, 
based on original researches, which the author has read at 
various historical conferences from time to time. 

Mr. Reu has done a great service to the State by his 
exhaustive and patient labour in the field of historical 
research and we owe him a deep debt of gratitude. 

“Histories make men wise”-and I hope that this book will 
be read widely, not only for its own absorbing interest, but 
for the knowledge which it contains. The story of Marwar 
is full of romance— tales of gloomy failure and of glittering 
success. 

It is by a study of these events that we can acquire much 
wisdom— and perhaps even inspiration— to help guide us in 
the planning of an ever more prosperous and happy future for 
our beloved Homeland. 

I therefore commend this book to all those who are 
interested in Marwar— its Past— its Present and its Future. 

12th May, 1943. 


HANWANT SINGH. 




( c ) 

CONTENTS. 

Marwar . . 1 


Pages 

I 

Ashoka 

. 


II 

Kushans 

. 

. . 

II 

Western Satiaps 

. . 

• • 

II 

Guptas 

. * 

• • 

II 

Huns 

• • • 


II 

Gurjaras 

. . 

• . 

II 

Chavadas . - 

. • ♦ • 

• . 

III 

Piatihars . . 

• . 

i* * 

III, IV, V 

Chaukans . . 

• * • 

. . 

III,IV 

Shamsuddm Altamash . 

» « • • 

• • 

IV 

Jalaluddm Biroz 

• • • • 


IV 

Paramars 

• + • * 

• . 

IV 

Solankis 

• • • • 

• ♦ 

V 

Nagvamslns 


• • 

V 

Johiyas, Dalny as & Gauds 


• • 

V 

Indas, Parihars & Rathois 

» • » ■ 

• . 

V 

Rasktrakutas of the Deccan 

, , 

. . 

VI 

Rasktrakutas of Lat 

, . 

, . 

VII 

Rasktrakutas of otkei jDlaces 

• • . 

, . 

VIII 

Gakadavals of Kanauj 

• • * • 


VIII 

1 Rao Sika 

• • 

. * 

IX 

2 Rao Astkan 

* * • • 

* » 

X 

3 Rao Dkuhad 

• • • • 

, . 

XI 

4 Rao Rayapal 

• # • • 

. . 

XI 

5 Rao Kanapal 

• • • • 

• • 

XI 

6 Rao Jalanasi 

• • • • 

. . 

XII 

7 Rao Chkada 

• * • • 

• • 

XII 

8 Rao Tida . . 

• • • • 

• • 

XII 

9 Rao Salkka 

• •, # *} 

• • 

XIII 

10 Rao Birain 

• • » • 

■ • 

XIII 

1 1 Rao Chunda 

• • • • 

• • 

XIII 

12 Rao Kana . . 

• • • 

• • 

XIV 

13 Rao Satta . . 

• * • ♦ 

• • 

XIV 

14 Rao Ranmal 

.. 

i * * 

XIV 

15 Rao Jodka . , 

*i # • 


XVI 



( D ) 


16 Rao Satal 

17 Rao Suja • • 

18 Bao Ganga.. 

19 Rao Maldev •• , 

20 Rao Chandrasen 

21 Rao Askaran 

22 Rao Ugrase n 

23 Rao Rayasmgh 

24 Raja Udayasingk 

25 Savai Raja Shursmgh • • 

2C Raja Gajsmgh 

27 Maharaja Jasvantsmgh I 

28 Maharaja Ajitsingh 

29 Maharaja Abhayasmgh . . 

30 Maharaja Ramsmgh 

31 Maharaja Bakhatsingh ... 

32 Mahaiaja Bijayasmgh . . 

33 Maharaja Bhimsmgh 

34 Maharaja Mansmgh 

35 Mahaiaja Takhatsmgh . . 

36 Maharaja Jaswantsmgh II 

37 Maharaja Sardarsmgh . . 

38 Maharaja Sumeismgh 

39 Maharaja Umaidsmgh Bahadur 


XVIII 

XIX 

XIX 

XX 

XXIII 

XXIV 

XXIV 

xxiv 

XXIV 

XXV 
XXVII 

XXIX 

XXXV 

XL1II 

XLVIl 

XLIX 

XLlX 

LI 

LI 

LV 

LVI 

LVIII 

LTX 

LX 


(APPENDIX A ) 


1 Rajput 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 ; . . » • • • • • 

2 The earlv Raslitrakutas of the Deccan and the present 

Mysore State 

3 The early Raslitrakutas of the Deccan and the Nizam’s 

dominion . . 

(Published in the proceedings of the X All India Oriental Conference, 
held at Tirupati in March 1940 A D , pp 411-418). 


4 False statements about lung Jayachandra and Rao Siha 

5 The Gahadvals of Kanauj 

6 The Raslitrakutas and the Gahadvals 

7 History of the Raslitrakutas and Prof. Majumdar 


29-36 

37 

38-47 

48-53 



( E ) 

( APPENDIX B ) 


1 Pali inscription of the time of Ckalukya (Solanki,) Kumarpala, 


dated VS 1209 .. .. .. 55-5 7 

2 False challenge against the seniority of Jodhpur House . . 58-64 

3 Rao Cliandrasen, a forgotten hero of Raj put ana . . 65-80 

4 Rao Amarsmgh, the well known hero of Rajputana . 81-86 

5 False charges against Maharaja Jaswantsmgh I of Jodhpur 

and one of his queens . . 87-93 


(Its first part has been summarized and published in the proceedings of the 
IV History Congress, held at Lahore, jn December 1940 A D under the heading 
“Maharaja Jaswantsmgh of Jodhpur at the battle of Dharmat, 5} pp 269-271 ) 


6 Letters exchanged between Emperor Aurangzeb and his son 

prince Mohammad Akbar . . * - 94-101 

7 A letter of Maharaja Ajitsmghji relating to the emergency 

administration of Marwar . .. 102-108 

8 A letter of Mahaiana Sangramsmgh II addressed to Maharaja 

Ajitsmgh of Marwar . ♦ 109-112 

9 A letter of Maharaja Ajitsmgh relating to the death of 

Emperor Fairukhsiyar . . 113-118 

10 William Irvin and Maharaja Ajitsmgh * 119-127 

11 Maharaja Ajitsmgh of Marwar . .. 128-133 

12 Mr Forbes and the house of Jodhpur . . . 134-135 

13 Another lettei of Maharaja Abhayasinghji of Mai war . 136-143 

14 A letter of Maharaja Abhayasinghji of Marwar relating to the 

Gujrat affans .. . 144-153 

(Published m the proceedings of the XVIII Historical Records Commission, 
held at Mysore m December 1941 A D., pp 32S-331 ) 

15 Maharaja Abhaysmgh of Marwar and the Nizam . . 154-161 

16 Maharaja Abhayasmgh of Jodhpur and the tactics of the 

Nizam . . . 162-165 

17 A letter of Maharaja Abhayasmgh of Marwar .. 166-171 

18 Capture of Baroda by Maharaja Abhayasmgh of Marwar . 172-176 

19 Maharaja Abhayasmgh of Jodhpur and Maharaja Sujansmgh 

of Bikaner . 177-182 

20 Marwar’s timely services to Mewar .. .. .. 183-188 

21 An old Imperial “Sanad” relating to Raisma or New Delhi 189-195 

22 Maharaja Mansmgh of Jodhpur and Maharaja Suratsmgh of 

Bikaner . .. _ .. .. 196-198 


(Read at the XIX Historical Records Commission, held at Trivandrum, m 
December 1942, A D and published m its proceedings, pp 146-148 ) 



( F ) 


/ 

23 A letter of Maharaja Ranjitsingh of the Punjab, addressed to 

Maharaja Mansmgh of Mar war 

24 The first ray of social reform m Rajputana 

(APPENDIX C ) 

1 Ropi plates of Paratnara Devaraja, Vikram Samvat 1069 ? . 

2 Jalore inscription of the time of Paramara Visala, dated 

V, S. 1174 . 

3 Kiradu inscription of the time of Chalukya Kumarpala and his 

feudatory Paramara Someshvara, dated V S 1218 

4 Kiradu inscription of the time of Chalukya Bhimdeva II and 

his feudatoiy Chauhana Madanabhrahmadeva, dated V.S. 
1235 .... 

5 The Sambhar inscription of Chalukya Jayasimha’s time 

(APPENDIX D.) 

1 Jhalrapatan stone inscription of Udayaditya, (Vikram) 

Samvat 1143 (1086 A.D ) 

2 Hathal plates of (Paramara) Dharavarsha. (Vikrama) 

Samvat 1237 (1180 AD.) 

3 Patanarayana stone inscription of Paramara Pratapsimha r 

(Vikrama) Samvat 1344 (1287A D ). . 

4 The caste system and religion among Hindus 

Index to the history 
Index to the appendices. . 

Enata 


199-202 

203-204 


205-207 

208-210 

211-214 


215-216 

217-221 


223-225 

226-228 

229-234 

235-240 

241-253 

254-269 

271-273 



( G ) 


ILLUSTRATIONS 

1 His Highness the Maharaja Sahib Bahadur, Jodhpur Frontispiece 

2 A letter of Maharana Sangramsmghji II addressed to 

Maharaja Ajitsmghji of Marwar . . . . To face page 111 


3 A letter of Maharaja Ajitsmghji of Marwar relating 

to the assassination of Emperor Farrukhsiyar . . 115 

4 A letter of Maharaja Abhayasmghji of Marwar 

relating to the captuie of Ahmedabad . . . 137 

5 A letter of Maharaja Abhayasmghji of Marwar 

relating to the assassination of Pilaji Geakwar . . 167 

6 A letter of Maharana Ansmghji (Arsiji) addressed to 

Maharaja Bijayasinghji of Marwar . . . - 187 

7 An old imperial Sanad relating to Eaisma or 

New-Delhi (Obverse) • . . . . • 192 

8, An old imperial Sanad relating to Raisma or 

New-Delhi (Eeverse) . . . . . . 193 


i 




GLORIES OF MARWAR 

AND THE 

GLORIOUS RATHORS 

The Western part of Rajputana, the land of the Rajputs 1 
(App. A. l,pp. 1-15), now known as Marwar, 

5iant “ is bounded on the north by Bikaner, on the 

north-east by Shaikhawati (Jaipur) , on the east by Jaipur, 
Kishangarh and Ajmer, on the south-east by Ajmer, Merwara 
and Udaipur ( M ewar) , on the south by Sirohi and Palanpur, 
on the south-west by the Rann of Cutch, on the west by 
Thar-Parkar and Sindh and on the north-west by Jaisalmer. 

It lies between latitude 24'36' and 21' AT N. and longitude 
70'6' and 7574' E. Its greatest length from north-east to 
south-west is 320 miles and the breadth from north to south 
is 170 miles and it covers an area of 36,071 sq. miles. 

It is not only the largest state in Rajputana in point of 
size, but of all the other states in India excepting Hyderabad 
(Deccan), Kashmir and Kelat (Baluchistan). 

According to ‘Ramayana,’ a Hindu epic, Rama, while on 
his way to invade Lanka (Ceylon) threw his arrow on this 
part of the land which was then submerged under the sea. 
This arrow was drawn to threaten the sea god for passage 
and due to the upheavels (caused by it) this land emerged out 
of water and was blessed by Rama. From this narrative we 
can infer that owing to the natural forces, the sea receded 
from this part of the land, and the Aryans began to migrate 
to this part of the country. 

At the time of ‘Mahabharata,’ (the Great War fought 
between Pandavas and Kauravas), the northern part of 
Marwar, together with the territory comprising the present 
Bikaner State, was known as Jangal, and was under the 
suzerainty of the Kauravas. 

1 Appendix D 4., pp 235-24Q, ' 
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GLORIES OF MARWAR AND THE GLORIOUS RATHORS 

A pillar inscription of Ashoka found at Bairat in the 
Jaipur State also leads us to the conclu- 
A S h°ka, gion that 13ro bably Marwar was at that time 

included in the Mauryan Empire. 


Kush an kings ruled over India from 40 to 226 A. D. and 
the mightiest among them was Kanishka, 
Kushans w ho conquered the whole of the north-western 

India up to the Vindhya hills in the south. Therefore a part 
of Marwar might also have been under his sway. 


About 119 A. D. Nahapan, the well known western satrap, 
ruled over Gujrat, Kathiawar, Cutch, etc., 
western Satraps hence it is just possible that the Southern 

portion of Marwar was also under his rule. 


According to the Junagarh inscription of Shak era 72 
(150 A. D.) Western satrap Kudradaman ruled over Northern 
Gujrat, Marwar, Cutch, and Sim.h. 


Chandragupta II, bettei known as Vikramaditya, 
overthrew the Kingdom of the Western 
Guptas. Kshatraps (satraps) about 388 A. D. An 

inscription, dated 289 of the Gupta era (609 A. D.), was found 
in the temple of the goddess Dadhimatl situated near Goth 
and Manglod villages of Marwar. The Toran pillars in the 
ruined fort of Mandor, the old capital of Marwar, had an 
inscription in Gupta script, which has now peeled out. A big 
earthen pot excavated there also bears the name of the 
potter in the same script. All these facts lead us to the belief 
that certain parts of this countix wen also held by the Gupta 
Emperors. 

In 470 A. D. the Huns invaded the Gupta Empire and 
conquered its Western portion which might 
have included some parts of Marwar also. 


About 388 A. D., when the kingdom of the Western 
Glirjnrnt<i Kshatraps was overthrown, some portion 

of Marwar was captured by the Gurjaras, and 
in couise of time its Eastern part (all along from the north to 
the south) came to be called as Gurjaratra (Gurjar or Gujrat). 
From the copper grant of Pratihar Bhojadev, dated 
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844 A. D., it is learnt that the village Siva (of DIdwana Dist.) 
was at that time included in the Gurjar Province. Bhinmal, 
a district town of Marwar, was also for some time the 
capital of Gujrat. 

In 628 A. D. when Brahmagupta, a resident of Bhinmal, 
wrote his famous book on astronomy called 
‘Brahmasphutasiddhanta’, Chavara Vya- 
ghramukh -ruled over the town. The famous Sanskrit poet 
Magh of Bhinmal, who wrote the well-known poem 
‘Shishupalavadha,’ writes m his family narrative that his 
grandfather was the minister of king Varmalat. From 
an inscription of Varmalat, dated 625 A. D„, found at Vasant- 
garh, (in Sirohi State), it is found that there is a difference 
of only three years between the composition of ‘Brahmasphuta 
Siddhanta’ and this inscription, hence Varmalat was either 
the father of Vyaghramukh, or it was his own second name. 
This leads us to the belief that after Gurjaras, the Southern 
part of Marwar passed to the Chavaras. But in the reign of 
Khalifa Hasham, the armies of Junaid— the governor of Sindh, 
invaded certain parts of Marwar, before the year 739 A. D. 
This invasion weakened the power of the Chavaras, and soon 
after their kingdom was conquered by Parihars. 


From the inscriptions of Parihars found in Marwar, it is 
learnt that the sons of Parihar Harishehand- 

fiatihais 

ra conquered Mandor about 613 A. D. and his 
great-grandson NSgbhat established his capital at Merta. 


Jinasen, a Jain writer, who wrote ‘Harivamsha Purana’ 
in 783 A. D. gives the name of the ruler of the Western 
part of Marwar as Parihar Vatsaraj. His (Vatsaraj’s) son 
Nagabhat I, who is said to have built the ghats (steps) at 
Pushakar, shifted his capital from Bhinmal to Kanauj in 
about 815 A. D. These Parihars ruled at Mandor up to 
ciiohans about 1143 A. D. when Chauhan Rayapal 

of Nadole took possession of it, as is evident from the 
fragmentary inscription of Sahajpal found at Manjor. 
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ruled there up to 1227 A. D. when 


Sliainsuddm Altamash 
PratiharB, 


Jalnluddm Fjroz 


Chauhans . 

Shamsuddin Altamash overthrew them, but 

soon after the Parihars drove,, the Moham- 
edans away and recovered their old capital. 
In 1294 A.D. Jalaluddln Firoz Shah Khilji 
invaded Mandor and conquered it. 

Once again in 1395 A.D. the Parihars re- took Mandor 
from the Mohamedans and considering 
Pmtmara. themselves not strong enough to retain it 

gave it over to Kathor Rao Chunda in dowry. 

About 686 A. D. Chauhan Vasudev, coming from 
chauhans Ahichchhatrapur, established his govern- 

ment at Sambhar, and thus his descendants 
came to be known as ‘Shakambharishvara’ or ‘Sambhar! 
Raj’ and their territorial possessions, including Nagaur, 
were called ‘Sapadalakhsha’ or ‘Savalakh'. About 1 108 A. D. 
they shifted their capital to Ajmer and ruled there till about 
1194 A. D., when the Mohamedans took possession of it 
from them. 


About 960 A.D,. a branch of the Chauhans established its 
sway over Nadole, which in 1021 A.D. was forced to accept the 
suzerainty of the Solankis/but in about 1202 A.D. they (Chau- 
hans ) were completely wiped out by Kutubuddin. 


In 1 161 A. D. another branch of the Chauhans established 
its rule over Jalore, where it continued ruling till it was 
ousted by Rathor Rao Ranmal, son of Rao Chunda, about 
1425 A. D. 


From an inscription .(App. C. 3, pp. 211-214) of Paramar 
Paramars Someshvar, a feudatory of Chalukya 

_ ( s ° lanki ) Kumarapal, dated 1161 A. D., 
found at ICiiadu, it is known that Paramar also ruled over 
some parts of Marwar. From the time of Krishnaraj II 
(whose inscriptions dated 1060 and 1067 A. D. found at 
Blnnmal,) they were divided into two branches, one of which 
established its seat of Government at Abu 1 (Ann C 1 nn 
205-2G7)and the other at Kiradu. For semi time GodwSd 

al pnnd a ^ rUle ° f the first branch , while the 

second one v as th e feudatory of the Solankls 

l Appwulim D* 2, pp. 220-^2* rT~n > n ,-nA — ~ — • — — 

rPP (Malwa) D. 1, pp. 223-225. 
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For some time Paramars also ruled at Jalore ( App. C 2, 
pp. 208-210) as well as at Rol (in Nagaur District). 

It is learnt from an inscription, dated 1U13 A. D., found at 
Pokaran, that at that time it was under the rule of the Paramars 
while another inscription of a somewhat earlier period gives 
the names of its Guhil rulers. 

Solanki Mularaj subdued the Paramars of Sanchore before 
the year 994 A. D. and Solanki Bhimadeva I 
Soiankis subjugated the Chauhans of Nadole in 

about 1021 A. D. The Sambhar inscription (App. C. 5, 
pp. 217-221 ) of Solanki Jayasimha, who ruled between 1093 and 
1142 A.D., also goes to show that he was the ruler of Sambhar. 


An inscription of Solanki Kurnarapal.datad 1 153 A.D., found 
at Pali, shows that at that time the town of Pali was under his 
sway and that his feudatory Baharadev ruled at the place. 

Wealso learn from the inscription (App. C. 4, pp. 215-216) 
of 1178 A. D. found at Kiradu that Chauhan Madanabrahma- 
dev, a feudatory of Solanki Bhimadev II ruled there at that 
time. 

For some time Desuri also remained under these Solanki 
rulers. 

The chronicles show that Nagvamshis also ruled at Man- 
dor and Nagaur, and it is believed that the 
Nagvamshis word ‘Nag’ found in the names of the 

places, such as Nagkund, Nagadari, Nagaur and Nagana 
also supports the above fact. 


In a similar way the rule of the Johiyas (Yaudheyas)Dahi- 
yas, and Gaur Rajputs over the parts of Mar- 
johiyas^jDahiyas and war a j so substantiated. Johiyas ruled over 
its Northern-most part adjoining Bikaner 
while Dahiyas ruled near Parbatsar. Both of them were 
feudatories of the Chauhans. Gaurs ruled in Godwad 
and Goravati (MarOth), which seem to bear these names after 


them. 

It has already been mentioned that in about 1395 A.D. the 


Indas, Pajiliars & 
R abhors 


Indas, a branch of Parihars, finding them- 
selves unable to defend the fort of Mandor, 
from the onslaughts of the Mohamedans 


gave it over to Rathor Rao Chunda in dowry. These Rathors 
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GLOKILS OF MABWAlt AND THJ3 GLORIOUS RA'tttORS. 


or Rashtrakutas originally belonged to the Punjab, whence 
they migrated to the south and in course of time established 
their Kingdom in the Deccan 5 . 


Bm>htra!vtitas of tho 
Vccutn 


From a copper grant found at Miraj, it is learnt that 
Solanld Jayasimha defeated the Rashtrakuta 
King Indra, and re-established the kingdom 
of Vallabharaj ( Solanlds ). But in the time 
of Solanld KIrtivarman II the Rashtrakutas recovered their 
lost kingdom. 

On this evidence it is concluded that for the first time when 
the Rashtrakutas were the rulers of the Deccan in the early 
partof the sixth century A.D., Solanki Jayasimha defeated them 


and established a Chalukya-Kingdom there. But some time 
between 747 and 753 A.D. Dantidurga II, a Rashtrakuta King, 
overthrew the Solankis and re-established his own kingdom, 
which lasted till about 982 A. D. and nearly the whole of the 
Deccan, including the present territories of Mysore (App. A. 2, 
pp. 16-20.), Hyderabad (Deccan) (App. A.3,pp. 21-28),Trivendram 
and Cochin came under the direct or indirect rule of these 
Rashtrakutas. 


As regards their Vamsha one may draw his conclusion from 
the following: — 

In the coins of Krishnaraj I, who built the world famous 
Shiva temple, known as ‘Kailas Bhavan’, in the Ellora caves 
situated in the present Nizam’s dominions, he is styled as:— 

(i.e. Krishnaraj the staunch shaivite and son or descendant of 
the great sun). 


Govindaraj III, dated 


ouo 


Similarly in a copper plate of 
A. D., the following verse is found. 

3u^ : qlr: j 

i.e. by the birth of this virtuous king the Rashtrakuta dynasty 
ecome as invincible as the Yadav dynasty by the birth of 
Sim Krishna. 


} ifi} XkjdIc of ttio liywlitTai i '"■» , , 

logical jDepftrlmi'nt , Government of Jodlipttr for f>,« £\ ISh i°? l V 0n ^ P ubbs hcd b y tho Archaoo- 
tl.e Deccan Lni (Gujrnt) etc. nnd the Gnluujav nhof Ktmnu Cd 5llStor - v of t,bo Rashtrakutas of 
of Om Oahatia\ nf r » 

A O }”, «rnt*n by mo, a!~o appeared m tlVjoumnl S 1125 to about V S 1280 ( 1223 

and Indriod, Ixmdju »n Jnuuan lfit > m , i , ^ rnQ ‘°f the Royal Asiatic Society of Great. Britain 
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It is quite clear from the above that uptill then the Rashtra- 
kuta dynasty was considered as quite distinct from the Yadav 
dynasty. But later on, the composer of the verses in the cop- 
per grant of Amoghavarsha I, dated 860 A.D., being unable to 
follow the analogy of the above mentioned verse, mentioned the 
Rashtrakutas as Yadavs, and out of 75 inscriptions and 
copper grants of the Rashtrakuta kings of the Deccan and 
Gujrat, the scribes of only eight followed in committing this 
mistake. Moreover, as the present Rashtrakutas too claim to be 
Suryavamshis, it can be inferred that it was only the mistake 
of the later eight writers, who mentioned them as belonging to 
Yadav family. 

The early Arab historians of India describe some of these 
Rashtrakutas as great and powerful kings. They were men of 
great learning and always patronised men of letters. To illus- 
rate their generosity, a couplet is re- produced here from the 
copper grant of Dantivarman (Dantidurga) II dated 7 53 A. D. 
“urfwflfe. sffefni (%) 

uRtT^crr r 

i. e. His (Dantivannan’s) mother, by granting lands in charity 
in all the 4,00,000 villages of his kingdom, testified to his reve- 
rence in which he held his mother. 

There were about 19 Rashtrakuta kings of this dynasty. 
Rashtrakutas of Lat Dantivarman (Dantidurga ) II, the sixth in 
order, after overthrowing the Chalukya rule 
in the Deccan, made Karkaraj II, one of his relatives, the 
king of theLat (Central and Southern part of Gujrat) We know 
only four names of this branch from the copper grant of this 
Karkaraj II. After him about 808 A D. Govindaraj III, the 
tenth king of the Deccan, made over the aforesaid province of 
Lat (Gujrat.) to his younger brother Indraraj, who was the 
founder of the second branch of the Rashtrakutas of Lat. 

There were in all eight kings m this branch, who ruled over 
Gujrat. Somewhere between 808 and 910 A D. Krishnaraj II, 
the twelfth king of the Deccan branch annexed the kingdom of 
Lat (Gujrat) from Krishnaraj, the eighth ruler of that line. 

Besides this Karkaraj, the second ruler of this second branch 
of the Rashtrakutas of Lat ( Southern and Central Gujrat ), 
gave away the village Vaiapadraka ( the modern Baroda).in 
charity as is evident from his copper grant dated 812 A, D, 
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Four names of the first branch and fourteen names of the 
second branch of the Rattas (Rashtrakutas), 
of othor w ho ruled at Saundatti (Kuntal in the 
Belffaum Dist.), from 875 A.D. to 1229 A.D., four names of the 
early Rashtrakutas of Hastikundi (Hathundi, Jodhpur State), 
who ruled from 893 A.D. to 997 A. D. and four names of the 
Rathors of Dhanop ( Shahpura, Rajputana), who ruled there 
about 1006 A. D. are also found in their records besides the 
short account given above. 


Further some more grants of the Rashtrakutas are found, 
of which the first is of Abhimanyu, who flourished in the 
sixth century A.D. at Manpur (perhaps in Malwa). The 
second and the third of 631 and 709 A. D. respectively, from 
Multal ( Betul district in C. P.), the fourth an inscription, 
dated 861 A. D. from the Bhopal State, -while the fifth from 
Bodhagaya. All these are clear evidences that these 
miscellaneous Rashtrakuta rulers ruled at these places as well. 


Let us now turn to the Gahadavals of Kanauj, who in our 

Gaiuuinvnis of Kimauj. considered opinion, is only a branch 
of the Rashtrakutas ( App. A. 5, 6, and 7, 
pp. 37-53) and who appear to have assumed this surname 
on account of their connection with Gadhipur (Kanauj ). The 
Rathor rulers of Jodhpur, the premier State among all the 
States held by Rathors, consider themselves to be the descendants 
of Jayachandra, the well-known king of Kanauj. The learned 
author of ‘Ain-e-Akbari’, also supports this fact, and we too 
have dwelt on this point at length in our “History of the Rash- 


trakutas (Rathors)’ and have discussed there from every point 
of view that the Rashtrakutas of Badayun, of the Lakhanapal 
inscription (of about 1201 A. D.), belonged to the younger 
branch of Chandra, who first ruled at Badayun and then con- 
quered Kanauj. His eldest son Madanapal became king of 
Kanauj while his younger son Vigrahapal or his des- 
cendants got Badayun in ‘Jaglr’. The members of the Badayun 
family continued to be called as Rashtrakutas, while those of 
the Kanauj family, in course of time, came to be known as 
Gahadavals. after their association with Gadhipur ( Kanauj ) 
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This last surname is found only in copper grants, dated 
1104, 1105 and 1 109 A. D. ( 1 161, 1 162 & 1166 V. S respectively) 
of the prince— regent Govindachandra as well as in the 
inscription of his queen Kumaradevi 

There were in all only eight kings of the Gahadaval dynasty 
at Kanauj, including Harishchandra, son and successor of 
Jayaehandra, who ruled from 1 194 to 1 196 A.D. Some of these 
kings were very powerful, generous and great patrons of 
learning. 

Govindachandra, the fifth king of this line, levied ‘Turush- 
kadanda, a tax similar to ‘Jazia’ on the Mohamedans. Out of 
the numerous copper grants discovered of their (Gahadaval’s) 
time no less than forty-two speak of the munificence of this 
Govindachandra alone. Shrlharsha, the author of “Naisha- 
dhlyaCharita”, a well-known Sanskrit poem as well as ‘Dvirupa 
kosha’, composed his works under the patronage of king Jaya- 
chandra, who was the last powerful Hindu king of Kanauj. 

His quarrel with the Chauhan ruler Prithviraj, for the 
abduction of his daughter, during the performance of his 
‘Rajasuya’ sacrifice, and his inviting Shahabuddln Ghori to 
invade India, is only the invention of the fertile brain of the 
learned author of “Raso” (App. A.4, pp. 29-34 and History of 
the Rashtrakutas” by the author, pp. 134 to 1 41 ) . 

When Jayaehandra died in 1194 A. D., while fighting 
against Shahabuddln Ghori, his son Harishchandra came to 
the throne, and ruled the country around Kanauj. But 
owing to the invasion of Shamsuddln Altamash, this part of 
the territory” also slipped out of his hands and his 
(Harishthandra’s) descendants migrated towards Mahui, via 
Khor (Shamsabad) and Modha and settled there. 

It is just probable that like his father’s (Jayachandra’s) 
( i) Baosiha well-known title of * Dalapangula ' 
‘Varadaylsen’ might have also been the 
title of Harishchandra or that it (Vardaylsen) was the 
name of his .(Harischandra’s) younger brother, whose sons 
Setaram and Slha went towards Khor and thence to Mahui. 
gome-time after Rao Slha built a residence for himself on the 
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banks of the river Kali, which is as yet known as “SihaRao-ka- 
kheda” But when the Mohamedans invaded this place also, 
Setaram and Siha were obliged to migrate towards Marwar 
and reached there in about 1212 A. D. 


According to the chronicles, Rao Siha was the son of Seta- 
ram and grandson of Vardayisen. If it is so, then it can only be 
presumed that Setaram might have adopted his younger brother 
Siha as his son. Without this presumption we are unable to 
arrange the genealogy of the early eleven Rathor rulers of 
Marwar. 1 

As already stated, Rao Siha reached Marwar in 1212 A. D. 
and at the outset established his sway over Pali, a' prosperous 
town, about forty miles to the south south-east of Jodhpur. 
He ended his adventurous career at Bithu (about six miles from 
Pali) in 1273 A. D. while fighting against the Mohamedans. 

Col Todd, in his ‘Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan, 5 
writes that Rao Siha took possession of Pali, after treacherously 
massacring the Pallival Brahmans of the town. But this is not 
so. The town was then under the rule of the Solankis and not 
under the Pallivals ( App. B. I , pp. 55-57 ). 

Rao Siha had three sons. 

Rao Asthan, the eldest, succeeded his father and after 
(2) Rao Asthan putting to the sword the Gohil Rajputs added 
their principality of Kher to his parental 
possessions. It is this town of ICher which gives its name to 
his descendants known as “Kherechas”. 

Some time later Rao Asthan also killed Samalia Sodh, 
the ruler of Idar, and granted this province to his younger 
brother Sonag, whose descendants were styled as Idaria 
Rathors after the name of Idar. 


1,1 "■’I "'";?""' 0 ’ 1 - -V m*** stoin 
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His third brother Aj captured Okhamandal (near Dwarka) 
and as he himself beheaded Chavara Bhojara;), the then ruler 
of the place, his descendants came to be known as ‘Vadhels.’ 

Rao Asthan met his death at Pall while repulsing the 
attack of the army of Pirozshah II in 1292 A. D. 

0 

His eldest son Rao Dhuhar, who succeeded him further 
extended his possessions by bringing one 

(3) Rao Dbuhaj hundred and forty new neighbouring villages 
under his sway. By defeating the Parihars, he took Mandor 
also, but shortly afterwards the Parihars re-captured it. 
He was killed in a battle with the Parihars in 1309 A.D., 
which was fought at a place lying between the villages of 
Thob and Tirsingari. 

The temple of the goddess Naganechiyan at Naganais said 
to have been built by this Rao. 

His eldest son, Rao Rayapal succeeded him. He avenged 
the death of his father by defeating 

(4) Rao Rayapai Parihars of Mandor and took 

possession of the said town, though he could retain 
it for a short period only. He inflicted a crushing defeat on 
the Panvars (Paramars) as well, and thus annexed the whole 
of Mahewa, which at present is called Mallanl. He also aven- 
ged the death of his cousin Pabu, (who even upto this day is 
worshipped as a deified warrior) by killing Pharara, a Bhatl 
Rajput, and annexed his eighty-four villages in his own terri- 
tory. 

Once in a severe famine he opened all his granaries to his 
subjects free and thus earned the epithet of ‘Mahlrelan’ or God 
Indra. 

Rao Kanapal, the eldest among his sons, succeeded him. 

_ „ His heir-apparent Bhim once defeated the 

Bhatis of Jaisalmer,and demarcated the river 
‘Kale’ as the boundary line between Maheva and their territory, 
but a short time after he was slain in another attack of the 
Bhatis. - 
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Soon after this occurrence Rao Kanapal himself started 
to take revenge on them. But he met with a surprise attack 
of the combined armies of the Bhatis and the Mohamedans 
in his way and was killed in the battle which ensued. 

His second son and successor Rao Jalanasi defeated the 
Sodha Rajputs of Umarkot ( now in 
( 0 ) Rao jaianau the Sindh province ). As the Mohamedan 
governor of Multan had assisted the Bhatis of Jaisal- 
mer in killing his father, he marched up to that city 
as well and avenged his father’s death. He also defeated the 
Solankis of Bhinmal and killing Haji Malik of the Sara! clan 
took revenge of his uncle’s death. He met his death in or 
about 1323 A. D., while encountering the combined armies of 
the Bhatis and the Mohamedans. 


Rao Jalanasi was succeeded by his eldest son Rao Chhada, 

rw no™,™-, who defeated the Sodhas of Umarkot 

and the Bhatis of Jaisalmer. He also 
plundered Sojat, Bhinmal and Jalore, but while resting 
at the village Rama, on his way back from Jalore, he 
was attacked unawares by the combined forces of the Sonagara 
and Devara Chauhans and was killed in 1344 A. D. 


Rao Tida, the eldest son and successor of Rao Chhada, 

(s)RaoTida ™ order to aven S e the death of his 
sire, defeated the Sonagaras of Bhinmal; 
and took possession of their town. He also punished 
the Devaras, the Bhhtis of Lodrava, the Baleehas (a branch 
of the Chauhans) and the Solankis. 


He died in 1357 A.D. while defending Siwana against the 

Mohamedan army. 

This Rao had three sons, namely, Kanharadev 1 , Tribhu- 
vansi* and Salkha. ’ 


I. KrmtmralPvstrcecdoJtiis father. Thrmnii „ . 

Lv the Mil ainrdan army retnrniug from 'hnanu he° , aon c °P nv °d o(T his territory 
WH. ’ hG rC ' Captur0d Jt 1 1 there natal h, 3 
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Rao Salkha, the third son of Rao Tida, was given a 
(B)RaoSaikha village in Jagir by his eldest brother 

Rao Kanhadadev, which afterwards 
came to be known as Salkhavasanl. When the Moham- 
edans deprived his eldest brother of his territories, 
Rao Salkha seized a part of Mahewa and established his rule 
there. He resided at Bhiradkot, and after defeating the Chau- 
hans plunderd Bhlnmal. He was killed in a surprise attack by 
the Mohamedans in or about 1374 A. D. 


He had four sons, Mallinath 1 . Jaitmal, Biram and Shobhit. 

Rao Biram who was the third son of Rao Salkha 
(io) Rao Biram S'ot Khei oi Bhiradkot in ‘ Jagir 5 . But by 

helping Joliiya Dala he incurred the dis- 
pleasure of his eldest brother Raval Mallinath, and was forced 
to migrate to Johiyavati, by way of Setrava, Chuntisara and 
Janglu, where he was killed in 1383 A. D. while fie-htine- 
against the Johiyas. S 


Rao Chunda, the second son of Rao Biram, was only 

(ii) Rao chunda. s * x y ears old at his father’s death. He was 

„ ... ... T « iven tI l e ? lia S e SaI «rf in ‘Jagir’ byhis uncle 
Mallinath. In course of time he gathered a band of trusted 

warriors around him and received Mandor in dowry in 1395 
A. D. from the Indas (a branch of the Parihars), who were nnt 
strong enough to hold it (Mandor) against the Mohamedans. 


. *° tlle decline of the Tughlaq dynasty at Delhi he 

(Eao Chunda) soon gathered enough strength and defended 
the fort of Mandor fully well, at the time® of an a“y 
Zafar Khan, the governor of Gujrat, in 1396 AD xr n 


He also subdued Khata, DIdwana, Sambhar and Aimer all 
of which were then under the Mohamedan rule \ , 

Nidole also from the Chauhans. ’ W1 ' ested 

1* (11) Raval Mallinath, on the death ol Rao Salkha his fathpr i — — «. 

Bao Kanhayadev, but when on Rao Kanhaiadev’s death he wn* c 0 W3tl] hls uncle 

Raval Mallinath took possession of the town of Khei with the help oT tbl Tr ^ bU VanaST5 

He was a brave warrior Onee he defeated th.rteen divisions of the Uohn ^ ^ 
which attacked him. He died in 1399 A. t>. and was succeeded by Ins eldest son JagamaT **** 
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In 1408 A. D, Shamsakhan, with the help of his brother 
Muzaffar Shah I of Gujrat, took Nagaur and Rao Chunda 
was obliged to return to Mandor, but after the death of 
Shamsakhan he re-captured it in 1421 A. D. from his son 
Firozlthan. 

In 1411 A. D. he took PhalodI from his own brother 
Jai Singh, who had ignored to respond to his request for help 
at the time of his invading Didwana and Sambhar. 

When Rao Chunda was busy conquering one district after 
another, the combined armies of the Bhatls and the Sankhalas 
aided by Salim, the governor of Multan, invaded Nagaur and 
there Rao Chunda was treacherously murdered by them in 
1424 A. D. at the age of fortysix. 

It was Rao Chunda who in fact established the Rathor 
rule in Marwar on a firm footing. There is a saying common 
in this land which runs “nrara n? $ sfrwr it *t|”. i. e. the descen- 
dants of Mallinath dwell in hamlets while those of BIram live 
in forts. 

According to the wish of Rao Chunda, his sixth son 
Rao Kanha succeeded him. He slew the 
(i 2 ) Rao Kanha rebellious Punapal Sankhala of Jangalu and 

annexed his territory to his own. But on the other hand 
Nagaur again went out of his hands and was taken possession 
of by Khanzada Firoz, the son of Shamsakhan. 


He died after a short reign of eleven months only. 
. His elder brother Rao Satta, second son of 
: ' 1 ’ Rao Chunda, succeeded him, but was over- 
thrown in 1427 A. D. by his elder brother Rao Ranamal. 


Rao Ranamal was the eldest son of Rao Chunda, who 
n- n i lia( * wa * vec * bis rights to the throne in favour 
of his brother Rao Kanha to carry out the 
wish of his father. He left his native abode in 1408 A. D. 
and proceeded towards Mewar by the way of Jojawar and 
Dhanla. On his reaching there Maharana Lakha received 
him with honour and bestowed a , t^ag^r , on him for his 
maintenance. Soon afterwards Rao Ranamal led the army of 
the Mahai ana and brought Ajmer under the sway of the 
Mewar ruler. 
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At the request of Rajakumar Chunda, the eldest son of 
Maharana Lakha, he married his sister Hansabal to the 
Maharana on condition that the latter’s son, if she gave birth 
to any, was to succeed to the throne of Mewar. 

As this condition was also' agreed on by Rajakumar 
Chunda, so on the death of Maharana Lakha, in about 1420 
A. D., Maharana Mokal, the son born of Hansabal, ascended 
the throne of Mewar, at the age of about ten years only. 

During the minority of Maharana Mokal, the administra- 
tion of Mewar was first entrusted to Ravat Chunda, but 
Hansabal very soon discovered that he was not to be relied 
upon, so she handed it over to her brother Ranamal, who 
managed the affairs of Mewar during the minority of the 
Maharana and Ravat Chunda then proceeded to Mandu 
(App. B. 20, pi). 183-184). 

Ranamal avenged the death of his father by having Salim 
killed and the Bhatis punished. He wrested Nadole from the 
Sonagaras, Jaitaran from the Sindhals and Sojat from the 
Huls and appointed his elder son Akhairaj governor of the last 
named town. 6 

. In 1427 A. D. his own brother Ranadhir, persuaded him 
to take possession of Mandor on the grounds that he (Ranamal) 
had waived his right to the throne in favour of Rao Kanha only 
and in case of the latter failing to leave any male issue after 
hjm he himself and not Rao Satta was the only rightful claim- 
ant to the throne of Mandor This argument convinced him 
and he invaded Mandor with the help of the Mewar army and 
un-seated Satta. He also helped Maharana Mokal, in his 
invasions of Nagaur, Jalore, Sambhar, Jahazpur etc, as 
well as in his battle against Mohammad (the son of Ahmadshah 
of Gujrat). 

' Thereafter he went on a pilgrimage to the holy Ganges 
and Gaya. He ruled over Mandor, Pali, Sojat, Jaitaran and 
Nadole, and also inflicted defeat op Hasanakhan of Jalore,. 

‘ In 1433 A. D. two of the conspirators of Mewar were 
successful in-assasinating Maharana Mokal and as his heir 
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ICwmbha was then only 6 years of age, Rao Ranamal was again 
called to guide the destinies of Mewar. Soon reaching there 
and after overcoming great many difficulties he brought all 
the affairs to a settled condition. As Mahamud Khilji I, the 
Sultan of Mandu has given refuge to one of assassins of Mokal, 
at the hint of Ra vat Chunda, Banamal attacked him in 1437 
A. D. and gave him a crushing defeat. He also successfully 
led the armies of Mewar against Sarangpur (MalwaJ, 
Nagaur, Gagaraun, Narana (Jaipur) and Ajmer. But in 
spite of all these services, rendered by him, this saviour 
of Mewar was treacherously murdered, while asleep in 1438 
A. D , by the evil doers of Mewar ( App. B, 20, pp. 184-185). 

When this dreadful news of the tragic end of Rao Ranamal 
(i.» n 3 o.T 5 riiui reached his second son Rao Jodha, he 
immediately quitted Chittorfor Marwar with 
all his retinue. But Ravat Chunda, the uncle of Mah&rana 
Kumbha, staited on his pursuit with the Mewar army. In 
the pitched battles fought in the way between the pursuers 
and the pursued, Rao Jodha lost almost all of his seven hund- 
red brave Rajputs, but he himself was fortunate enough to 
escape death and reach Marwar with only seven warriors 
Thereafter he went to KahunI (in Jangalu) by way of Sojat 
and Mandor and began to enlist men and gather material. 

In the meantime Ravat Chunda, the commander of the 
Mewar army, occupied Mandor and Sojat, and posted his 
garrisons at strategic points. However, in fifteen years’ time 
Rao Jodha was able to collect sufficient men and money and 
then drove away the intruders and re-captured MandSr, his 
ancestral capital, in 1453 A. D. 


As ,t was due to his efforts only that the throne of Mandor 
was agam taken possession of, so his elder brother AkhairM 
renounced Ins claim for it and acknowledged his supremacy 

After getting a firm footing at Mandor, Rao Jodha captured 
Sojat and presented the Mavlr' of Roo-i-t t„ i • , , , pzmea 

When in course of timehffeTt hfm JLt 8 "^^ 
nxengc his father's tragic death he attacked rh ?!?- enol,gh to 

to the gate of this norld f„ rl , ^ 
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This invasion of Rao Jodha compelled the Maharana to 
launch a counter invasion of /Marwar. But when both the 
armies of Mewar and Marwar came face to face at Nadole 
(in Godwad district), Maharana Kumbha, who was then 
apprehensive of an invasion by the Sultan of Malwa, negotiated 
a treaty with Rao Jodha, and fixed the boundaries of Mewar 
and Marwar. 

After this settlement, Rao Jodha performed his coronation 
ceremony in 1 458 A. D. at Mandor. In the following year, on 
May 12th, 1459 A.D., he laid the foundation of a new fort and also 
laid out a new city some six miles to the south of Mandor and 
named it Jodhpur after his own name.. 

At his command, his sons Barsingh and Duda annexed 
Merta as well as its 360 villages in 1461 A. D., which were at 
that time under the rule of the Mohamedan governor of 
Ajmer. 

He proceeded on a pilgrimage to Gaya and persuaded King 
Husainshah of Jaunpur to repeal the tax levied on the pilgrims 
there. He also visited Kashi, the sacred place of pilgrimage 
for the Hindus. 

In 1465 A. D. his fifth son BIka went towards Jangalu 
and by and by carved out a new state for himself which is now 
known as Bikaner. 

In 1466 A. D. Rao Jodha annexed Chhapar-Dronpur, but 
returned it back to Megha on his submission. The following 
year he seized Nagaur and Fatankhan, the then ruler of the 
place, was obliged to flee away towards Jhunjhanu. 

In 1468 Maharana Udayasingh, after killing his own father 
Maharana Kumbha, usurped the throne of Mewar, and gave 
Ajmer and Sambhar to Rao Jodha as a bribe to keep the latter 
aloof from meddling in the internal affairs of Mewar. 

In 1474 A. D. Rao Jodha re-took Chhapar-Dronpur because 
Bairasal, the son of Megha, was thought incompetent to keep a 
proper control over his province. 
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He again invaded Fatankhan and razed Fatehpur to the 
ground. He also defeated the combined forces of King 
Behalol of Delhi and Husainshali of Jaunpur, which were sent 
to aid Bairsal and hisyounger brother Narbad against him. 
He soon crushed the bands of the freebooters, who foamed 
under the leadership of Usmankhan of Jalore and Raval 
Lakha of Sirohl. 

In 1486 he repulsed the invading army of RajaChandrasen 
of Amber at the battle of Sambhar.' 

The following year he helped his son BIka in avenging the 
death of his (BIka’s) uncle Kandhal in an expedition against 
Sarangakhan of Hissar, On his return from this expedition 
Rao Jddha acknowledged Bika as an independent ruler of 
Bikaner and gave him a promise of sending him all the 
paraphernalia of royalty. 

In the same year his army defeated Raval Devldas of 
Jaisalmer and re-occupied Shiv. 

/ 

He died in 1489 A. D. after bringing Mandor, ( Jodhpur J, 
Merta, Phalodi, Pokaran, Mahewa, Bhadrajun, Sojat, some 
portion of Godwad, Jaitaran, Shiv, Siwana, Sambhar, Ajmer 
and a large part of Nagaur under his rule. Bikaner and 
Chhapar-Dronpur were in the possession of his sons' Bika and 
Blda respectively. Thus the boundary of their combined 
territories extended from the Aravalli in the south to Hissar 
in the north, and in the west it touched the borders of the 
Jaisalmer State.' . . 


As Nlmba, his eldest son, died in his.own life time .and his 
second son Joga was considered unfit to occupy the throne, his 
third son Rao Satal succeeded him. 


He (Rao Satal) received the province of Kundal, situated 
near Phalodi, as a gift from Bhatl Devldas 
his father-in-law. 


(16) Rao Satal 


He died of wounds in 1 492 A. D. after routing the army of 

Y8su O. «?<= governor of Ajmer, at the 
battle of Ko sana. - . - - ' r i . 
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Rao Satal intended to adopt Nara, the third son of 
Suja, his younger brother, but Suja on his 
(17) bso Suja part satisfied Nara with the grant of the 

‘Jagir’ of Phalodi and himself ascended the gaddl. 

- But Nara was murdered by the Pokarana Rathors with the 
assistance of the Rathors of Bahadmer. To avenge his death 
Rao Suja invaded the territories of both the miscreants and 
plundered Bahadmer, Kotara, etc, 

# 

In the meantime Rao Blka, who was given a promise by 
Rao Jodha of having the paraphernalia of Royalty, recognising 
his independence, instigated by Barjang (son of Rathor Bh!m), 
invaded Marwar, but the nobles affected a compromise between 
the two brothers before any blood was shed on either side, and 
Bika returned to his capital with the promised articles of 
Royalty. 

At Rao Suja’s command, his son Shekha subdued the 
Sindhals of Raipur, and also forced the Sindhals of Chanod to 
acknowledge his suzerainty. 

Rao Suja breathed his last in 1515 A,. D. at the age of 76 
years. 

Rao Suja had promised his eldest son Rajakumar Bagha, 
while the latter was on his death -bed, to name (Bagha’s) eldest 
son Biram as the heir-apparent to the throne. But when the 
time for the installation ceremony approached the nobles, 
assembled at the fort to witness the ceremony, got displeased 
on a trifling matter and leagued against him (BIram), and 
calling Ganga, his younger brother, from Mewar (who had 
gone to assist Maharana Sanga against the Sultan of Gujrat 
about the Idar affairs) duly installed him on the throne of 
Marwar. 


(18 ) Rao Ganga 


In 1517 A. D. Rao Ganga went to help the Maharana 
a second time against Muzaffarshah II of 
Gujrat, and m 1520 A. D. he also led a 
contingent of 7, COO horse to help Maharana Sanga in driving 
away Nizamulmulk (Mubarizulmulk), and seated Rao Rayamal 
on the gaddi of Idar once more. 
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In 1527 A. D. he sent a force of 4,000 warriors to 
assist Maharana Sanga in meeting Emperor Babar in the 
battle. (App. B. 20, pp. 185). 

In 1529 A. D. Shekha, the uncle of Rao Ganga, invaded 
Jodhpur with the help of Daulatkhan, the ruler of Nagaur, but 
in the battle fought near Sevaki, Shekha was killed and Daulat-- 
khan was forced to leave the field. 

There after he resumed Sojat from his elder brother Biram, 
who at the time was creating unrest against him in the country 
and gave him the village of Bala for his maintenance. 

He died in 1 532 by accidentally falling through a window 
where he was sitting to enjoy the cool breeze. 

Rao Maldev, his eldest son, succeeded him. At the 

( 19 ) B» , of hi ? f Sion to the throne, only the 

districts of Jodhpur and Sojat were under his 
sway, but soon afterwards he subdued the SIndhals of Bhadrajun 
and Raipur. 

When Sultan Bahadur Shah of Gujrat invaded Mewar in 
1532 A. D., he sent his Rathor contingent to render help to 
Maharana Vikramaditya. 


In 1534 A.D. when Daulatkhan of Nagaur attacked Biramdev, 

the grandson of Rao Jodha, in order to annex Merta, then 
Rao Maldev seized Nagaur and drove the Khan away towards 
Ajmer. 


1 In ,w, e followin f year Biramdev defeated Shamsher- 
ul-mulk, the representative of the Sultan of Guirat and ean- 

tured Ajmer. When this news reached Rao Maldev hetsked 
Biramdev to hand it (Ajmer) over to him as he ( Biramdev! 
would not be strong enough to hold it against the armv of 
Gujrat. But Biramdev refused to aerep f n !+• 116 

Maldiv took over Merta and BIram had to reto to Ajmer 
of him and once attacking Rian killed him ’ontte” leld. !“Sto 
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enraged Rao Maldev to such an extent that he at once despatch- 
ed his generals Jaita and Kunpa against him, who soon captu- 
red Ajmer. BIramdev had to remain a fugitive for some 
days and was everywhere pursued by the warriors of Rao 
Maldev and driven away, till at last he hook refuge at the 
court of Shershah at Delhi. 

Rao Maldev conquered Siwana and imprisoned Sikandar- 
khan of Jalore. 

In 1539 A. D. when Emperor Humayun and Shershah were 
contesting the throne of Delhi, Rao Maldev taking advantage 
of their pre-occupation extended his possession up to Bayana. 
He routedtheSolankls, who ruled somewhere near Tonk and 
Toda, posted his garrisons at Jaunpur (Mewar) and annexed 
Sambhar, KaslI, Fatehpur, Rewasa, Chhota Udaipur (in 
Jaipur State), Chatasu, La wan, Malarana, etc. He also 
subdued the Chauhans of Sanchore, took possession of the 
portion of Gujrat up to the borders of Radhanpur and Khabar 
and plundered Nabara. 

In 1540 A. D. he aided Maharana Udayasingh in rescuing 
the throne of Mewar from the clutches of Banablr, the illegiti- 
mate son of Prithviraj. He also took possession of Khairwa 
and a large part of Godwad. 

In 1542 A. D. Rao Maldev invaded Bikaner, put its ruler 
Rao Jaitsi to the sword and annexed it along with the district 
of Jhunjhanu to his possessions. 

Emperor Humayun, after his defeat by Shershah in 1542 
sought the help of Rao Maldev, but due to some misunderstand- 
ing he left the place and went towards Umarkot by way of 
Phalodl. This afforded an opportunity to BIramdev and Bhlm, 
the second son of the late Rao Jaitsi of Bikaner, to poison the 
ears of Shershah against Rao Maldev, and in 1543 A.D. Shershah 
marched with a huge army against- the Rao. On receipt 
of this news, Rao Maldev too proceeded towards Ajmer with 
an army of 80,000 strong to give battle to the invader. When 
Shershah was apprised of the strength of Rao Maldev’s force, 
his enthusiasm cooled down, and he wished to turn back. But 
BIramdev persuaded him to wait and himself despatched some 
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forged letters to the address of some of the leading nobles of 
Maldev. He also managed to let these letters fall into the hands 
of the Rao instead of those of the addressees. This strategem 
succeeded and Rao Maldev being ignorant of the trick got- 
suspicious that his nobles were in league with the enemy and 
retreated towards Jodhpur under cover of night. But his no- 
ble generals Jaita and Eunpa as well as some others refused 
to retire beyond Girarl (m Jaitaran District) and with a force 
of only 12,000 horse turned back to attack Shershah in the 
night. Unfortunately they lost their way in the darkness, and 
only half of their number was able to reach Sumel to face the 
enemy at day break. 

Under these circumstances, it was not prudent enough for 
them to attack an army of 80,000 men, but the brave Rathors 
did not care for the odds against them and atonce charged on 
the Pathan army. They fought with such valour and reckless- 
ness that Shershah was about to quit the field with his army. 
But as the fortune did not favour the Rathors from the very 
beginning, Jalalkhan, a noble of Shershah, reached there 
with a fresh army at that critical moment and his joining the 
army at that time changed the fate of the day. The brave 
Rathors, already reduced to a small number, fell fighting to 
a man after laying low a yet greater number of the opponents. 

Shershah did not believe this news of victory at first when 
it was conveyed to him, but when he came to know of the facts 
as they stood, he uttered “Thank God that the victory is mine, 
otherwise I would have lost the Empire of Hindustan for a 
handful of Bajra” (a kind of corn). 

When Rao Maldev became aware of the true facts, he re- 
pented very much for his unjust suspicion, but as the time for 
action had passed away, he was obliged to go away towards 
Siwana for the time being. 


After this battle Shershah, the victorious Pathan king at- 
once marched towards Jodhpur and captured it in 1544 A. D. 
He returned Merta to Rao Biramdev and Bikaner to Rao Kal- 
yanmal, the elder son of the late Rao Jaitsi. 



RAO CHANDRASEN. 


XXIII 


Sh§rshah was burnt to death by an explosion atJCalanjar 
in 1545 A. D. 

t 

After his (Shershah’s) retreat Rao Maldev collected suf- 
ficient men and material from the districts of Marwar and in 
1546 A. D. first captured Bhangesar (in Pali district) and 
then Jodhpur. In course of time he took possession of Phalodi 
Ajmer, Pokaran, Bahadmer, Kotara, Merta, Jalore and 
Badnore also. 

He chastised the Bhatis of Jaisalmer and twice put the 
armies of Maharana Udayasingh to rout. 

In 1562 A. D. when the Emperor Akbar was on his way to 
Ajmer and was stationed at Sambhar, J aimal, the son of Biram, 
approached him and complained against Rao Maldev and 
sought his help. The shrewd Emperor who was looking for an 
opportunity to avenge his father’s insult, took advantage of 
this family dissension and ordered Mirza Sharfuddin to render 
assistance to Jaimal. The fort of Merta was eventually taken 
after great efforts. This was the place where Rathor 
Devldas, at the head of his 400 Rathor horsemen, played 
havoc among the Imperial forces. Some time later Akbar 
annexed the district of Parbatsar also. 

Rao Maldev, whose territory once extended up to 
Hindaun, Bayana, Fatehpur, SIkrI, and Mewar, and whose 
assistance was sought even by Emperor Humayun against 
Shershah, breathed his last in 1562 A. D. Had not the 
foolish followers of Emperor Humayun hurt the religious 
sentiments of the Rajputs by slaughtering a cow and had not 
the internal dispute between Rao Maldev and Blramdev 
taken place, the Rao would have moulded the Marwar State 
into quite a different shape worthy of his name. 

He according to the wish expressed by him was succeed- 
( 20 ) Rao chandrasen ^ his sixth son Rao Chandrasen, who 
was a brave, independant and spirited ruler. 

Though Akbar tried his utmost to make him accept 
his allegience, yet all his efforts proved of no avail. (For 
his detailed history please refer App. B 20, pp. 65-80). 
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His glorious life came to an end in 1581 A. D. at 
Saran a village near Sojat. 

He was succeeded by his two younger sons, who both 
were killed in 1581 A. D. 1 


When the news of the tragic end of both his brothers 
and the call of the Rathor nobles reached 
( 2 i) Rao Ravasmg R _ Q ft^yasingh (the eldest son of Rao 

Chandrasen), who had joined the Imperial service and 
was then serving at Kabul, he after obtaining the 
permission of the Emperor reached Sojat and ascended 
the Gaddi in 1581 A. D. He was killed at Datani (in 
Sirohi State) in 1583 A; D. where he had gone, under 
Imperial orders, to help Devara Jagmal against 'Devara 
Surtan. 


Raja Udayasingh was the fifth son of Rao Maldev 
_ „ „„ , who owing to certain domestic circum- 

stances had joined the service of the 
Emperor Akbar. He had occasion to crush the risings at 
Samavali, Khichivara, Orehha, and Bundelkhand at the 
Imperial command. Pleased with his brave deeds, Akbar 
rewarded him in 1583 A. D. with the throne of Marwar 
and the hereditary title of “Raja” 

At the time in 1570 A. D. when Akbar was encamped 
at Nagaur and the ruler of Bikaner etc. had accepted his 
allegiance, Rao Chandrasen totally refused it. This led 
the Emperor to favour Udayasingh, who was afterwards 
known at the Imperial Court as “Mota Raja” 

In 1583, he (Raja Udayasingh) helped Mirza Khan (Abdul 
Rahim Khan-e-Khanan) in routing Muzaffar at Rajpipala. 
The year following this event Akbar also granted him the 
district of Sojat. 


,T Ce ° de t ^ h ' S tW ° y0Unger SOnS < 21 > Ra ° Askaran and 
Rao Ugrasen They divided between themselves the d.atnot of Sojat, which was all that 

remained m the possession of their father at the time of his ieaih. In Lgl i i 
when they were ra-mg their le.sure hours by pl aymg an mdoor game , a dl3puto ^ose 
aliout the result of the game and both were killed on the same spot 
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He also was o f help to the Imperial nobles in subduing 
Daulatkhan at Khambhat. 

He subdued the SIndhals of SIndhalvati (in Jalore district' 
and avenged the death of Rao Rayasingh by deposing Devara 
Surtan and installng Devara Kalla on the throne of Sirohi. 

In 1587 A. D. he invaded Siwana in conjunction with the 
Imperial Army and after the death of Rao Kalla (the grandson 
of Rao Maldev) the fort was taken. 

In 1592 A. D. when Akbar went to Kashmir, he deputed 
Raja Udayasingh to look after the affairs of Lahore. 

The following year he took possession of Jasol and also 
rendered help to prince Daniyal in conducting war in the 
Deccan. 

He died at Lahore in 1595 A. D. and was the first ruler of 
Marwar who, owing to the circumstances given below, aceep- 
ted the allegiance of the Emperor Akbar 

1. That at that time the rulers of the Rajput States in 
Rajputana considered the Imperial Mansabs as an honour. 

2. That even in the presence of Udayasingh the throne of 
Jodhpur was given to his younger brother. 

3. That besides this, later on, Marwar was annexed by the 
Emperor Akbar on account of the treatment meted out to 
Humayun (his father) in the past. 

In similar circumstances Jagmal, the brother of Maharana 
Pratapsingh of Mewar, was also obliged to accept the alle- 
giance of Akbar, but as he died soon after, in 1583 A.D., he 

could not succeed to the throne of Mewar. 

/ 

Raja Udayasingh held a Mansab of fifteen hundred horse. 

He was succeeded by his sixth son, Savai Raja Shursingh 
( 23 ) saw Baja Lahore. In r 1596 A, D. when Prince Murad 

shurBingb. was transferred as governor of the province 
to the Deccan, Savai Raja Shursingh was appointed in his place 
to look after the affairs of Gujrat. But when he reached Sirohi, 
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on his way to Gujrat, he again exacted a huge sum -from Devara 
Surtan as a compensation for the loss incurred at the death of 
his cousin Rao Rayasingh. 


The following year he put to flight Bahadur, the son of 
Muzaffar, who had ventured to plunder Gujrat. 

Some three years later, in 1600 A. D., he was ordered to 
proceed to the Deccan to assist Prince Daniyal in suppressing 
the revolt of Saadatkhan and his minister Raju of Ahmadnagar. 
He twice suppressed their risings in 1600 and 1601 A. D. 
and also that of Khudavandkhan HabshI in 1601 A. D. at 
Pathari as well as at Palam. 

Raja Shursingh, with his contingent, led the van- 
guard of the Imperial army on its march against Ambar 
Champu, the commander of the army of Nizam-ul-Mulk, which 
was further strengthened when Habshi Farhad also joined it. 
But when the opposing forces met each other in the field so 
dashing was the charge, led by Raja Shursingh himself, that 
Ambar Champu had to leave the field. This event occurred in 
1602 A. D. and was highly spoken of even by Prince Daniyal. 
When this news reached the Emperor, he himself rewarded 
him for this act of gallantry with the title of ‘Savai Raja’ 
and the bestowal of a Jagir. 

After tlie accession to the throne of Emperor Jahangir in 
1605 A.D. Savai Raja again rendered aid to the Imperial arm- 
ies in suppressing the rebellion in Gujrat. 

In 1608, he was ordered to proceed to the Deccan with 
Khan-e-Khanan to maintain law and order in the said province, 
but when he reached Padlv(in Sirohi State), on his return from 
the Deccan in 1613 A.D., he was received by Rajsingh, the then 
Rao of Sirohi with great honour and a treaty was concluded 
.between them, which ended the dispute between the two States 
created by the death of Rao Rayasingh. 

Savai Raja Shursingh helped prince Khurram in sub- 
duing Maharana Amarsingh of Mewar in 1614 A. D. He also 



BAJA GAJSINGH. 


XXVII 


defeated Rathor Biram, but on his submission bestowed upon 
him the title of Raval and the Jagir of Maheva. 

The following year when Emperor Jahangir and the Savai 
Raja were camping at Ajmer in 1615 A..D., his brother Raja 
Kishan Singh, the founder of the present Kishangarh State, 
attacked his camp in the night and murdered his minister 
Bhati Govinddas to avenge the death of his nephew, but 
was himself killed by the Savai Raja’s guards. 

Some time afterwards the Savai Raja got himself weighed 
in gold and silver at Sursagar (a suburb of Jodhpur) and 
the weight in gold and silver was disposed off in charity. 
He then returned to the Deccan along with the other Imperial 
nobles to crush the risings of the enemies there. 

In 1617 A. D. when the Emperor Jahangir realised that 
Prince Khurram was unable to control the affairs of Jalore, 
he entrusted them to Shursingh. Thereupon Rajkumar 
Gajsingh laid a siege to the fort and after reducing the 
Bihari Pathans captured it. 

He took a leading part in most of the battles fought out 
by the Imperial armies in the Deccan and a great many of 
them were mainly won due to his prompt and bold action 
for which he was promoted to the Mansab of 5,000 Zat and 
3,300 Sawars. 

He died in the Deccan at Mahkar in 1619 A. D. 

It was during his reign that the old system of administra- 
tion was replaced by a new one on Imperial lines. 

According to the chronicles he received five Districts in 
Gujrat, one in Malwa, and one in the Deccan in addition to 
his own territory of Marwar. 

He was succeeded at Burhanpur by his eldest son Raja 
( 24 ) 1 ,^ Gajsingh According to Col. Tod, at this 

time his horses were freed from receiving the 
Imperial Brand. 

When he was at Mahkar, Ambar Champu, the minister of 
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I 

Ahmadnagar, again raised the banner of revolt and surround- 
ed the Imperial forces, but after three months hard fighting, 
he was forced to flee before the valour of Raja Gajsingh. 

In 1621 A.D. after severe fighting he again subdued Malik 
Ambar, for which he received the title of ‘Dalthambhan ’ and 
his Mansab was raised to 4,000 Zat and 3,000 Sawars. As he 
snatched the banner of Malik Ambar Champu in this battle, 
so in order to commemorate this event, he added a red stripe to 
his own flag. 

In 1623 A. D. he was deputed with Prince Parvez to 
drive away Prince Khurram from ' Malwa, and later 
received the districts of PhalodI and Merta in Jaglr with a 
further rise in his Mansab by 1,000 Zat and 1,000 Sawars. 

The following year Prince Khurram again endeavoured 
to capture the throne of Delhi. But in the battle fought on 
the banks of the river Tons near Benares, Raja Gajsingh 
turned his victory into defeat and killed SIsodiya Bhim, the 
commander of his forces. For this unique service the number 
•of his Sawars was again raised by 1 ,000. 

After this event, he performed the ceremony of getting 
himself weighed with silver at Prayag (Allahabad) and later 
returned to the Deccan. He drove away Prince Khurram for 
the third time, when he made a surprise attack on Burhanpur. 

In 1625 A. D. when Mahabatkhan was transferred to 
Bengal, according to the wishes of Nur Jahan, he wanted to 
take away with him almost all the Imperial nobles stationed 
in the Deccan. Raja Gajsingh frustrated the vile plans of the 
said Khan and thus saved the Deccan from falling into the 
enemy’s hands. 

When the Emperor Jahangir died in 1627 A. D., Prince 
Khurram succeeded his father with the title of Shahjahan 
at Agra. He received Raja Gajsingh with great honour in 
appreciation of the brave deeds performed by him in the past 
and forgiving him for his hostilities against himself, conferred 
on him a robe of honour and recognised his previous Mansab 
of 5,000 Zat and 5,000 horse. 
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Some time afterwards on receiving the commands of the 
new Emperor, he invaded the fortress of SIsodaii(neai Fateh- 
pur-Sikari) and brought the rebels to their senses. 

When the Emperor Shahjahan despatched three armies 
in 1630 A. D. towards Balaghat to punish Nizam-ul-Mulk and 
Khan-e-JahanLodi, one of them was placed.under the command 
of the Raja, which he led with great success. 

From' Balaghat he returned to theEmperor , who reward- 
ed him with a sword of honour, and then again sent him to 
the Deccan where his Rath or warriors played a conspicuous 
part. 

The following year he was again sent to Balaghat along 
with Yammuddaulah { Asafkhan ) to punish Mohammad Adil- 
khan and was appointed the general of the vanguard. 

From this place he returned to Jodhpur, but in 1633 A.D. 
he again went to Agra, and the Emperor honoured him again 
with a robe of honour etc., and deputed him to the Deccan to 
keep a watch on the affairs there. In f 636 A. D. he returned 
from the Deccan with the Emperor and came down to Jodhpur, 
where he resided for about one year and a half. 

After that, taking along with him Maharaja-Kumar 
Jasvantsingh, he again went to Agra in 1637, where the 
Emperor again honoured him by the bestowal of a robe of 
honour. 

He died at Agra in 1638 A. D. and was cremated on the 
banks of the river Jumna. 

Raja Gajsingh was a brave Rathor warrior and accord- 
ing to the chronicles, he took part in about fifty-two battles 
in all He was honoured by the Emperor a number of times, 
and was himself a generous ruler. 

Hehad two sons— Amarsingh and Jasvantsingh. Maharaja 
Jasvantsingh succeeded to the throne of 
25 Ma smX i “ avan 4 ' Jodhpur at the age of only eleven years, 

" according to the wish es of Raja Gajsingh 

l t This chapter was read at the XI All India Oriental Conference held at Hyderabad 
Deccan) in December 1941 A. D 
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and received the Mansab of 4,000 Zat and 4,000 Sawars from 
the Emperor, while Amarsingh was given the title of Rao and 
the district of Nagaur in Jaglr (App. B. 4, pp. 81-86). 

In 1639 A. D. Maharaja Jasvantsingh’s Mansab was 
further raised by the Emperor to 5,000 Zat and 5,000 Sawars 
and the district of Jaitaran was also given in Jagir to him. 

He mostly remained in service with the Emperor and 
received honours on several occasions. 


In 1641 A. D. one thousand Sawars of his Mansab were 
raised to the rank of Du- \spa* and Seh-Aspa 2 . 

In 1642 he was sent with Prince Darashikoh to defend 
Kandhar against Shah Shaft, the king of Iran, but as this 
king while on his way to Kandhar died at Kashan, he along 
with the Prince returned from Ghazni. 


Three years later in 1645 A. D. he was deputed to Agra to 
help in keeping peace and good government and the following 
year two thousand Sawars of his Mansab were raised to 

Du-Aspa and Seh-Aspa rank and he visited Kabul with the 
Emperor. 

In 1647 A. D. first two thousand five hundred and then 
three thousand Sawars of his Mansab were made Du-Aspa 
and Seh-Aspa, but in 1648 all the five thousand sawars under 
his mansab received the said rank. 


Pj D * he accompanied - Prince Aurangzeb to 

Kandhar, who was sent there to punish Kazalbashes of Iran 

If, S!?. 1 " ders from ‘he Emperor both of them 

halted at Kabul till the Emperor himself reached there. 

0n his totm-n from Afghanistan, he helped Raval 
Sabalsingh against Raval Ramchandra in usurping the 

thione of Jaisalmer, and in return got the districts of Phalodi 
and Pokaran from him. ■ 


1. He who recehed the pay of 2 horsee. 

<-’• He who received Clip pay of 3 horses. 
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His Mansab was further raised to 6,000 Zat and 5,000 
Sawars ol the Du-Aspa and Seh-Aspa rank in 1653 A. D. and 
he was sent with Prince Darashikoh to conquer Kandhai, but 
this time the Imperial army could not succeed. 

In 1655 A. D. his Mansab was again raised to 6,000 Zat, 
and 6,000 Sawars (out of which 5,000 were Du-Aspa and Seh- 
Aspa) and the title of Maharaja was conferred on him. Soon 
after receiving this honour he was also favoured with the 
district of Jalore. 

In 1657 A. D. when Emperor Shahjahdn fell ill and 
his younger sons Aurangzeb and Murad marched from the 
Deccan and Gujrat respectively to seek their chances for the 
throne, Darashikoh, the eldest of the sons of Shahjahan, 
deputed Maharaja Jasvantsingh I with the consent of the 
Emperor to check the advance of the aforesaid rebel princes, 
and besides bestowing on him various precious things appoin- 
ted him governor of Malwa. In addition to these honours his 
Mansab was raised to 7,000 Zat and 7,000 Sawars of which 5,000 
were Du-Aspa and Seh-Aspa. In the battle, which was fought 
at Dharmat also known as Chornarana (some fourteen miles 
to the South-South-Wesfc of Ujjain), against the combined 
forces of both the rebel princes, he displayed extra-ordinary 
valour, but unfortunately Qasimkhan, the commander of the 
Imperial Army with him, in league with the other Muslim 
nobles, secretly joined with the rebel princes and treacherously 
deserted him at the nick of time. Therefore, inspite of the 
heroic and courageous efforts to gain the day, the tables were 
turned against him and after receiving serious wounds in the 
fight he was forced by his devoted nobles and kinsmen to leave 
the field against his will. The officers in Aurangzeb’s forces 
wanted to pursue the Maharaja, but Aurangzeb, who had already 
seen the dreadful effect of the Rathor blades, warned them to 
desist from committing such a folly, which might have changed 
victory into an utter defeat. 

We learn from “ Tawarikh-e-Muhammad Shahi ” that 
Aurangzeb often used to say “As God willed that the religion 
of Muhammad should survive in Hindustan that is why 
Jasvantsingh retired from the field that day.” 
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According to Bernier Maharaja Jasvantsingh lost 
about 7,400 out of his 8,000 warriors and returned to Jodhpur 
(App. B. 5, pp. 87-93). 

After deposing his father and throwing him into prison 
Aurangzeb captured the throne of Hindustan and in order to 
deprive Prince Dara of the help of the powerful Rathor ruler 
of Mar war, opened negotiations with the Maharaja (Jasvant- 
singh) through Maharaja Jaya singh of Amber. Hence when 
the Maharaja met him in the Punjab, the new Emperor 
received him with honour, and at the same time awarded him 
a robe and sword of honour together with many-other precious 
gifts. After a few days, when they both reached the Sutlej, 
the Emperor again rewarded him with pearls etc., and bestow- 
ing on him a big Jagir sent him to look after the affairs at 
Delhi. 

At the end of the same year, when Aurangzeb marched 
against Prince Shuja, the Maharaja was in command of the 
right flank. Prince Shuja in the meantime had appealed to 
the Maharaja to help him at this critical moment to clear the 
way for the release of the old and invalid Emperor. 
Maharaja, Jasvant, whose Rajput heart was touched at the 
mention of the miserable plight of the old Emperor, agreed to 
his entreaties and in reply informed Shuja that he would 
attack the army under Prince Muhammad (Aurangzeb’s son) 
in the rear before day break and so he too should simultane- 
ously a ttack it on the front at that hour. Accordingly the 
Maharaja on his part attacked Prince Muhammad’s army on 
the rear at the pre-arranged time and in the confusion, which 
followed, he looted the treasures of the army chest as well as 
its equipment. But Shuja on his part failed to attack at the 
right moment and delayed his action. The Maharaja after 
carrying out his portion of the agreement left the army and 
waited at some distance until daybreak and then returned to 
Marwar. This delay on the part of Shuja sealed his fate and 
he was obliged to run away -leaving the field in hisenemy’s 
hands. All this took place in the beginning of 1 659 A.- D. 

Accoiding to Bernier, when the Maharaja, on his way 
to Marwar, arrived near Agra, Shaistakhan, the maternal 
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uncle of Aurangzeb, who was in -charge of the city, got so 
much overawed that he would have committed- suicide by 
taking poison, had not the ladies of the harem snatched the 
cup from his hands and thus saved his life. 

Aurangzeb, soon afterwards, despatched Aminkhan, 
the Mlrbakhshl, with a force of 9,000 horse to invade Jodhpur, 
and at the same time commanded Rao Rayasingh, the son of 
Rao Amarsingh to accompany him after bestowing on him the 
title of ‘ Raja’ as well as the throne oPMarwar. 

„ t 

As soon as this news reached- the Maharaja, he too 
prepared himself and marched on to meet the invaders. In the 
meantime Prince Darashikoh requested the Maharaja for help, 
which he gladly undertook to render. The Emperor was 
alarmed by this development and he again tried to win over 
the Maharaja to his side through Raja Jayasingh of Amber, 
and gave orders to recall the forces dispatched against him. 
Raja Jayasingh’s earnest and insistent requests obliged Him 
to refuse the promised help to Dara under the excuse that 
unless some other person of note came forward to assist him, 
he could be of little use single-handed. 

' Soon afterwards Aurangzeb favoured him with the gover- 
norship of Gujrat, and a robe of honour and at the same time 
confirmed his Mansab of 7,000 Zat and 7,000 horse (including 
500 Du-Aspa and Seh-Aspa). Further, after a few months, 
he bestowed on him a second time the title of ‘Maharaja’ 
and also honoured more than once Maharaja-Kumar Prithvl- 
singh his heir apparent. 

- About 1661 A. D. the Maharaja after appointing' his 
own deputy in Gujrat, marched towards the Deccan to help 
Amlr-ul-Umara Shaistakhan against the well known Maha- 
raja leader Shivajl. Though there -soon arose dissensions 
between Shaistakhan and the Maharaja, yet the latter captured 
a number of fortresses which were in the possession of the 
Maharaja leader. ... „ 0 

In 1663 A.- D.Avheti- Shivajl r&ad'e a surprise attack on 
Shaistakhan at night time, the Emperor recalled Shaistakhan 
and appointed Prince Muazzam in his place. At the same 
time he bestowed on the Maharaja a robe of honour etc. 
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Maharaja Jasvantsingh showed great valour in the 
capture of the Kunda fort. But the Emperor wanted to crush 
down ShivajI as early as possible, which the Maharaja did not 
like as he was fully aware that as soon as the Emperor was 
free from the menace of ShivajI, he would devote all his atten- 
tion to give vent to his communal feelings. Therefore, in 
1664 A. D. Aurangzeb deputed Raja Jayasingh of Amber in 
his place, and recalled him to Delhi. 

Two years later in 1666 A. D. he was sent along with 
Prince Muazzam to Kabul, with a force of 20,000 strong, to 
check the advance of King Abbas II of Iran, who was inten- 
ding to invade India. But by the time they reached in the 
vicinity of Lahore, King Abbas II died, and so after resting 
there for some time, they turned back to Delhi. 

In 1667 A. D. the Emperor appointed Prince Muazzam 
as governor, of the Deccan, and showing due honour to the 
Maharaja deputed him to, assist the Prince in his task. After 
fully surveying the situation there, the Maharaja persuaded 
ShivajI to, send his son Shambhaji to Prince Muazzam. and, 
conclude a treaty with him. But the Emperor did not approve^ 
of this and so he recalled him from the Deccan, and later in 
1671 A. D. sent him to Jamrud, after awarding on him ajrobe 
of honour and a horse worth about 600 gold mohurs. In course 
of time, the Maharaja suppressed the rebellious Pathans, and 
cleared the road leading from India to Kabul through the 
Khyber Pass. 

Some three years later, in 1674 A-. D., the' Pathans 
attacked Shujaatakhan near the river Gandab, and , killed 
him in the fray, but the Maharaja soon inflicted an 
examplary punishment on them for their misbehaviour. 
When this news reached Aurangzeb, he himself marched 
towaids Hasanabdal and reaching, Rawalpindi awarded 
the Maharaja with a robe of honour worth Rs. 7,000 along 
with other precious articles. 

Maharaja Jasvantsingh had two sons ; the elder 
one of whom died in 1667 A. D. and the younger one 
breathed his last in 1676 A. D. The Maharaja took this 



maUaRaja AJiTsiNek/- - ■ XXX-V 

shock to heart so much that due" to grief he himself left 
this mortal world in 1678 A. D. at Jamrud in his fifty 
second year. ' ' ’ " „ 

.Aeeoi*ding to ‘Tawarikh-e-Muhammad Shahi - -when 
the news of the demise of the Maharaja reached - the 
Emperor he- said “Today the .door of opposition to the 
Muhammedan religion has .got broken.” But when the 
Empress heard of this news she exclaimed “ Today is 
the day of grief that this selected pillar of the Empire 
has fallen down.” 

Maharaja Jasvantsingh I of Marwar was a ruler 'of 
independent nature, and owing to the pro-muslim policy 
pursued by 'the Emperor, he always f tried to 'pinch -him 
whenever an opportunity occurred. -The Emperor himself 
was always 'afraid of him, and as long as the iMaharaja 
was alive, he dared not impose a punitive tax like ‘Jazia’ 
on the Hindus. Though Aurangzeb desired very much' to 
take revenge on him, yet he dare not openly do so .and 
therefore he always tried to keep him pleased by awarding 
honours and precious gifts, and at the same time -always 
kept him far away from his own country. 

Maharaja Ajitsingh was the posthumous son of 
26 Ma singh a Allt Maharaja Jasvantsingh I. 

He finally took possession of his patrimony in 1708 
A. D., at the age of about 29 years, after a prolonged 
struggle with the Moghuls During this long period 
Marwar was occupied and ruled by the agents of the 
Emperor Aurangzeb and his successor Bahadurshah. 
But the Rajput nobles of this land fought for ‘“the - liberty 
of their country for about three months without even 
having any ruler in this world as their head r% Then for 
about eight years more they struggled on with the Con- 
viction that their beloved ruler was kept -concealed some- 
where in a place of safety, and then for about 21 -years 
more under the command of their ruler. 

- ~ r ' 

When Maharaja Jasvantsingh- I died, ^the -Rajput 
nobles, who were with the late Maharaja at Jamrud, 
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returned to Delhi, enroute to Marwar, with his two widowed 
queens and his two posthumous sons who were both born 
at Lahore. In the meantime the Emperor, to avenge the 
insults suffered by him from time to time at the hands 
-of Maharaja Jasvantsingh, annexed 'his country soon 
after his death, and planned to take possession of both 
the infant princes too. But all his efforts were frustrated 
by the undaunted and devoted Rathors and they managed 
to send away their infant Maharaja Ajifcsingh to Marwar 
secretly and kept him concealed in a village in Sirohi 
State while his younger brother died at Delhi. Thus 
freeing their infant ruler from the clutches of the tyrant 
monarch the Rajput warriors also fought their way back 
to their beloved country. Here, under the wise direction 
of their sagacious and intrepid leader Durgadas Rathor, 
they commenced harrasing the imperial posts all over the 
country by guerilla warfare. The Emperor, in order to 
divide the Rajputs in opposition, tried to instal Rao Indra- 
singh, the grandson of Rao Amarsingh, as ruler of 
Marwar, but all his efforts ended in a fiasco. Thus finding 
all his plans falling flat to the ground, the Emperor, 
accompanied by his youngest son Mohammad Akbar. came 
down to Ajmer in person and from this place he himself 
directed the operations of the army to crush the rebellious 
Rathors. 

In 1681 A. D. Rathor Durgadas won over Prince 
Mohammad Akbar to his side and persuading him to tread 
the path shown by his own father, proclaimed him Emperor 
of Hindustan at Nadole. When the news of this event 
reached the ears of the Emperor, he was stunned for a 
while, but on recovering his senses, he wrote a letter to 
prince Akbar and attempted to deceive him wherein he 
.utterly failed (App. B. 6, pp. 94-101 ). But being a shrewd 
monarch, he again tried to entrap the Rathors in his 
snare by indirectly impressing upon them that Prince 
Akbar was only acting upto this intrigue under, the ins- 
tructions of Ms father. Fate however favoured him this 
time and his methods were successful to some degree. 
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The Rajput nobles tried to ascertain the facts fiom Piince 
Akbar himself in his camp, but it being night , time .they 
could not get access, and when they came to* know that 
his (Akbar’s) general Tahawarkhan had also gone back 
to the Imperial camp, their suspicions were fully confirmed. 
They therefore deserted Prince Akbar in a body. 

Next morning when the Prince realised his delicate 
position, he at once went to the Rathors for refuge 
and removed all their ill-founded suspicions. The Rajthors 
repented much for their false step which had ■ lost them 
an opportunity. At this Durgadas, leaving the affairs of 
Marwar in the hands of Champavat Sonag, started with 
the unfortunate prince Mohammad Akbar towards the 
Deccan to divert the attention of the Emperor and in 
June, they arrived at the court of Shambhaji. This action 
taken by Durgadas produced the desired effect, and the 
Emperor too, leaving the chastisement of, Marwar in the 
hands of Prince Azlm went to the Deccan in person. 
This afforded the Rathors a breathing space, and after 
collecting their men and money they began to threaten 
the invaders with redoubled vigour, all over the country 
at each and every place. Thus these well directed' combined 
or individual efforts of the Rathors continued in harrassing 
the Imperial officers, as well as the army of occupation 
until the death of Emperor Aurangzeb in Deccan in 1707 
A. D. and after frustrating the efforts of his successor 
Emperor Bahadurshah, Maharaja Ajitsingh was able to 
take possession of the fort of Jodhpur in 1708 A. D. 
finally. 

As stated above, Maharaja Ajitsingh was kept in con- 
cealment in the mountains near Sirohl from 1679 to 1687 
A. D.u In the year 1687 he was brought out of his place 
where he resided and was proclaimed the ruler of Marwar. 
When he became major, he personally took more and more 
active part in routing his enemies. Rathor Durgadas also 
returned from the Deccan in 1687 A. D. and played a 
most prominent part in this prolonged struggle. 
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After capturing Jodhpur in 1708 A. D. Ma-liaraja 
Ajitsingh also aided Raja Jayasingh in recovering Amber* 
which had also been occupied then by the Imperial -forces. 
At the same time the combined armies of Marwhr aiid 
Amber also took possession , of Sambhar, and 'this' 'spdil 
was shared by both the rulers among themselves. ■ 

Maharaja Ajitsingh then invaded Nagaur to avenge 
the hostile attitude shown by Rao Indrasingh, -but when 
he reached Mundwa, the latter’s mother -approached him 
and apologized for all that had happened uptill that time. 
Thus Maharaja Ajitsingh had to yield to her entreaties 
and forgiving Rao Indrasingh returned to Jodhpur. 

• Bahadurshali, after his success in killing his own 
rebellious brother Kambakhsh in the Deccan, came towards 
Ajmer to dispossess Maharaja Ajit of Jodhpur, who also 
prepared himself and marched out to measure arms with 
him. But in the meantime the Sikhs had revolted in the 
Punjab, so the Emperor was obliged to conclude a treaty 
with the Maharaja in 1710 A. D. and recognised his right 
over Jodhpur. After this the Maharaja proceeded /to "a 
pilgrimage,. ' 

In 1712 A. D. Maharaja Ajitsingh invaded KisBam- 
garh and thence he went to Sambhar where he met Raja' 
Jaysingh of Amber as well as some other rulers -of 
Rajputana. 

Moizuddln Jahandarshah, the then Emperor, did not 
think it prudent to start a fresh quarrel with the Maharaja^ 
as at that time Farrukhsiyar was threatening the throne* 
of Delhi. 

Soon after it when Farrukhsiyar ascended the throrie/ 
Rao Indrasingh and Raja Rajsingh (of Kishangarhj 1 
succeeded in poisoning the ears of the new Emperor, 
against Maharaja Ajitsingh. He therefore - despatched 
Amir-ul-Umra Ilusainalikhan with a strong force' to 1 
invade Jodlipui. As soon as the news of this invasion 
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reached' the Maharaja, "he appointed 'k trustworthy noble 
•t'o look after the 1 routine work of the administration and 
iiimself went 'towards the Western' part ‘of the eountfjr'to 
collect men and money (App. B, 7, pp. 1 102-108), but iii 
1714 A. D. a treaty was concluded , near Merta, ancL the 
Amir-ul-TJmra returned with M ah ar a j -If u m ar Ab hay a slngh 
"to ‘"Delhi accordingly. The Maharaj-Kumar was ( well 
received by the Emperor and was appointee! Faujdar 
of, Sorath. - , ■ 

r ' ' r The following year, the Emperor appointed the Maharaja 
Governor of Gujrat and bestowed on him a Mansab of 
i>,000 Sawars, but he returned from Gujrat in 1717 A. D 
and' later took Nagatir in his possession'and had it recognised 
from the Emperor in his Jagir. 

In 1718 A. D. on a dispute, which arose between the 
two Sayyad brothers and the Emperor,. Farrukhsiyar called 
the Maharaja to his aidi 

f # f ' » 

But the - man' through whom he negotiated was a Secret 
friend of the Sayyad brothers and he exposed to the 
Maharaja the fikle-mindedness of the 'Emperor and turned 
his sympathies from him (the Emperor). Anyhow when 
the Maharaja reached Delhi, -the Emperor sent one of His 
liobles to receive him. But as he was now well aware of 
has fickle nature, he gained ‘ audience of the Emperor < in 
the' company of his minister Qutub-ul-Mulk. This action 
of the Maharaja displeased the Emperor and he, as 
advised by the Raja of Amber etc., endeavoured to get 
him murdered secretly, but in this he was not successful. 
Thereafter- he again tried to win Maharaja Ajitsingh 
on liis side and bestowed upon- him the -State of Bikaner, 
the Governorship of Gujrat and the title of ‘Raj Rajeshvar’. 
Though both sides attempted to arrive at a compromise, 
yet owing to the unstability of the Emperor’s mind, the 
Maharaja as well as the Sayyad brothers lost their 
faith'' in him. Therefore, in February 1719 A. D.' Rafiud- 
darjat was seated on the throne of the Moghul Empire/ 
and ‘Farrukhsiyar jas first east away ’in prison and' some 
time later murdered there (App. B. 9, pp. 113-1 f8). 
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Rafiuddarjat, the new Emperor, abolished the ‘Jazia’ 
as well as the tax levied on the sacred places of the 
Hindus (App. B. 8, pp. 109-112)' in order to gain the good 
will of the Maharaja. 

Sometime afterwards the Maharaja wished to leave 
Delhi for GujrSt, but as there was a rebellion at Agra, 
he could not proceed. 

About three months afterwards, Rafiuddarjat fell 
seriously ill and his elder brother Rafiuddaulah was placed 
on the throne (as desired by the sick brother), under 
the title of Shah Jahan II (SanI). The party then marched 
towards Agra to supress the rebellion. Sayyad Abdullah 
Khan intended to invade Amber too, and punish Raja 
Jayasingh, but Maharaja Ajitsingh persuaded him to give' 
up this idea. 

In the month of September of the same year Rafiud- 
daulah also died at Vidyapur, but the news of his death 
was disclosed only after the installation of Raushan Akhtar 
on the Moghal throne, under the title of Nasiruddin 
Mohammad Shah. Soon after his accession the new Emperor 
honoured Maharaja Ajitsingh by the Governorship of Ajmer 
and also raised his Mansab by 300 Sawars and probably 
promoted the rank of his 2,500 Sawars to Du-Aspa and 
Seh-Aspa. The province of Gujrat minus Sorath, which 
was given to Raja Jayasingh, also remained in his 
possession. 

When Sayyad Husainalikhan was murdered in 1720 (A. D.) 
the Maharaja took possession of Ajmer and severing all 
connections with the Emperor, ruled there as an indepen- 
dent king. He forbade cow-slaughter in the province 
under him and annexed Sambhar, Dldwana, Tocla, Jharod, 
and Amarsar. 

When Mohammad Shah was apprised of these happenings, 
he tried to dispossess the Maharaja of the province of 
Ajmer, but the four biggest nobles at his court, who were 
offered the Governorship of Ajmer, refused to accept the 
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honour one after another. Anyhow, in 1721 a represen- 
tative of Haidar Qulikhan took charge of the Governorship 
of Gujrat from the representative of the Maharaja, while 
Sayyad Muzaffar Allkhan marched towards Ajmer with 
an army of about 20,000 strong. The Emperor entertained 
the belief that as soon as Ajitsingh will . hear of the 
march of the Imperial forces against him, he would 
surrender the province to the Emperor. But on the con- 
trary when he knew that the Maharaja was prepared to 

oppose him, he at once ordered Muzaffar Allkhan, the 
newly appointed Governor of Ajmer, to halt at Manohar- 
pur. He therefore waited there for about three months for 
further instructions from the Emperor, and during this 

period of inactivity his army chest was ' exhausted, and 

by the end of this time many of his soldiers deserted 
him and he was reduced to a pitiable plight. Though he 
was invited by the Raja of Amber to go to his territory, 
yet he felt so much aggrieved that he returned the Imperial 
order about the Governorship of Ajmer as well as the 
robe of honour, and turned an ascetic. 

Thereupon the Emperor asked Sayyad Nusaratyarkhan 
to march against Ajitsingh. When this information reached 
the Maharaja, he despatched his heir-apparent Abhayasingh 
with a sufficient force who, as desired by his sire, .plun- 
dered the Imperial territories of Narnole, Alwar, Tijara, 
Shahjahanpur, and reached Saraya Aliwardlkhan, only 18 
miles distant from Delhi itself. 

Hearing of these inroads upon the Imperial territories, 
the Emperor asked his nobles to punish the Maharaja 
for this audacity, but three of them expressed their inability 
in turn. At last after much persuasions Nusratyarkhan 
accepted this task. In the meantime Maharaja Ajitsingh 
himself left Ajmer and returned to Jodhpur and thus 
the situation was saved. 

In 1722 A. D. Maharaja Ajitsingh sent his represen- 
tative to the Emperor to protest against his order in 
taking away the province of Ajmer from him. Where 
upon the Emperor restored the said province to the Maharaja 
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and further gave a promise of returning the province of 
Gujrat too after some days. Further to appease Maharaja 
Ajitsingh, he again honoured him with a robe of honour, 
etc. 

Some months afterwards the Maharaja got two of the 
Imperial officers murdered for their using abusive language 
against him. This act again enraged the Emperor and he 
issued orders to a number of his nobles to invade Marwar, 
and at' the same time he again bestowed the province of 
Nagaur on Rao Indrasingh. When the combined forces of 
the Imperial nobles reached Ajmer, Udawat Amarsingh, 
the commander of the Maharaja’s army, bravely gave them 
a battle. In the meantime Raja Jayasingh succeeded in 
bringing about a treaty between the Emperor and the 
Maharaja and persuaded Ajitsingh to hand over the fort 
of Ajmer to the Emperor and, as a further proof of good will, 
to send his heir-apparent to attend at the court of Moham- 
mad Shah. 

Accordingly, when the Maharaj-Kumar reached Delhi, 
the Emperor received him with due respect worthy of him. 

Though everything was thus settled, yet the Emperor 
lived in constant dread of the 'Maharaja. He therefore won 
over Bhandarl Raghunath to his side through the efforts of 
the Raja of Amber and after getting a forged letter signed 
by Maharaj-Kumar Abhayasingh had Maharaja Ajitsingh 
assasinated while asleep, by his younger son Bakhat Singh 
in the year 1724 A. D. (App. B. 10 **& l!,p.p. 119-133). 

Maharaja Ajitsingh, who lost his father before he 
was born and his mother in his infancy, had to face an 
enemy like Emperor Aurangzeb. He was kept concealed 
in -the mountains for about eight years and after which 
he had to roam all over his country for about 21 years. 
But by passing through all these vicissitudes of life; he 
turned out such a powerful ruler that he, in league with 
the two Sayyad brothers, dethroned Emperor Farrukh- 
siyar, and seated three new Emperors in succession on 
the Mughal throne of Dejhi, 
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He also helped Maharana Jayasingh twice when his 
eldest son Amarsingh revolted against him in 1691 and 
1695 A. D. (App. B. 20, pp. 186). 

Maharaja Abhayasingh, the eldest son of Maharaja 
Ajitsingh, succeeded his father at Delhi 
(27, Maharaja Ab'mya- ag he was there at the time of his father’s 

death. 

The Emperor personally paid him a visit to his 
residence and honoured him with a robe of honour* and 
also bestowed on him the province of Nagaur in Jaglr. 

The following year (in 1725 A. D.) he went to Gujrat 
along with Sarbuland Khan to suppress the trouble 
caused there by Hamid Khan as well as the Dakkhanis. 
After accomplishing this task he returned to Jodhpur 
via Delhi, set right its affairs, and then invaded 
Nagaur and granted it to his younger brother Bakhatsingh, 
and exalted him with the bestowal of the title of 
‘Rajadhiraj’. 

The Maharaja also gave shelter to Hada Budh Singh, 
the ruler of Bund! and Rawal Akhairaj, the ruler of Jaisalmer. 
In 1727 A. D. he again went to Delhi, and thence proceeded 
on a pilgrimage to Gadhamukteshwar. 

In 1728 A. D. his younger brothers, Anand Singh and 
Raya Singh, took possession of Idar, which was then 
included in the Maharaja’s Mansab, but he did not oppose 
their action keeping in view the maintenance of undisturbed 
peace in Marwar (App. B. 12, pp. 134-135). 

Emperor Mohammadshah got displeased with Sarbuland- 
khan, the Governor of Gujrat, and appointed Maharaja 
Abhaya Singh in his place in 1730 A. D. as a mark 
of favour. He bestowed on him .(the Maharaja) a 
robe of honour (as well as the province of Ajmer). 
Accordingly he took possession of Ajmer and then 
marched with his brother Rajadhiraj for Ahmedabad, 
by the way of Sirohl and Palanpur. But when he reached 
there he found Sarbulandkhan unwilling to hand over 



XLIV 


GLORIES OF MARWAR AND THE GLORIOUS RATHORS 

charge of the governorship and was prepared to oppose 
him After a fierce battle between Sarbulandkhan and 
the Maharaja, which was fought on the banks of the river 
Sabarmati (App. 13 & 14, pp. 136-153) , the old governor was 
obliged to hand over the province to the Maharaja and 
to retire towards Agra. 

The following year Peshwa Baji Rao I invaded Gujrat, 
but the Maharaja managed him to side with the Emperor 
and sent him with the army against Tryambak Rao 
Dabhare, who was helped by the Nizam. The invaders 
were defeated. But Nizam-ul-Mulk poisoned the ears of 
Nawab Khan Dauran, the minister of the Emperor, against 
the Peshwa and tried to get him punished. On coming to 
know of this intrigue the Maharaja sent a letter of protest 
to the Nawab, in which he conveyed to him in plain words 
that even if the Nizam, who was in league with the enemies 
and who yet possessed the confidence of the Nawab, dares 
to come this side, he too would be chastised in the same 
way (App. B. 15 & 16, pp. 154-165). 

In 1732 A D the Maharaja managed to get Pilaji, the 
founder of the Gaekawad dynasty, murdered, and annexed 
Baroda. He also captured a number of forts, which were 
in the hands of these Mahratta intruders (App. B, 17 & 
18, pp. 166—176). 

Owing to these Maharatta raids the revenue of the 
province had dwindled, and a horrible famine which ravaged 
in the land made the condition all the more pitiable, yet 
the Imperial court did not send the expected help in men 
and money, even on repeated demands. 

Under such circumstances Umabai Dabhare, the widow 
of Khanderao Dabhare, invaded Gujrat the following year. 
A treaty was concluded with her, and was also approved 
by the Emperor. For this foresight the Emperor honoured 
the Maharaja with a robe of honour, after which, the 
Maharaja having appointed his own deputy to look after 
the Gujrat affairs returned to Jddhpur. 
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The same year a boundary dispute arose between 
Rajadhiraj Bakhat Singh and Raja Sujan Singh of Bikaner. 
The Rajadhiraj invaded Bikaner, and the Maharaja also went 
to his help, and they captured the city. In the end, a 
treaty was concluded with the Bikaner ruler by the terms 
of which the Bikaner ruler promised to pay Rupees twelve 
lacs as indemnity, out of which 8 lacs were paid in cash 
and for the remaining four lacs, he had to cede the 
villages of Kharbuji and Sarunda Besides this he also 
promised to serve the Maharaja with the whole of his 
army whenever called for to do so (App. B. 19, pp. 177-182). 

In 1734 A. D. he held a grand assembly at Hurda, 
which was attended by the rulers of Jaipur, Udaipur, 
Kotah, Bikaner and Kishangarh and all of them signed a 
pact of mutual assistance. After this pact he accompanied 
Samsamuddulah to deal with Malhar Rao Holkar, who 
threatened Ajmer and Sambhar, but by the mediation ' of 
Raja Jayasingh a treaty was concluded between them. He 
then went to Delhi with the Nawab in 1735 A. D. 

Malhar Rao getting displeased with the Maharaja for 
his siding with the Emperor invaded, in his absence, some 
of the provinces of Marwar in 1736 A. D., but was soon 
opposed and forced to withdraw his forces by his (Maharaja’s) 
nobles. 

In 1737 A. D. the Muslim nobles poisoned the ears of 
the Emperor against the Maharaja who, thereupon appointed 
Momin-IChan as Governor of Gujrat in his place. But 
when the new Governor did not find himself strong enough 
to take possession of the province, he asked for the help 
of the Maharatta-general Rangoji, promising him a share 
in the income of the province in return for his services. 
When the Maharaja came to know of this clique he got so much 
enraged that he left the Imperial court, even when the 
Emperor was holding it. All the courtiers present there 
were alarmed by his behaviour, and entreated him to 
return back to the court, where a fresh Farman, under 
the signature of the Emperor, for his governorship of Gujrat 
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was issued. But us MoniinkhRn h.Rd occupied Ahmodabad, 
even in disobedience of the orders conveyed in this Farman, 
the Maharaja left Delhi and returned to Jodhpur. 

Sometime afterwards he again invaded Bikaner, but 
when, in 1741 A. D. Raja Jayasingh of Amber marched 
against Jodhpur, he was obliged to come back from there 
(Bikaner). Peace was soon patched up between both the 
rulers of Jodhpur and Jaipur without any bloodshed and 
Raja Jayasingh returned to his capital. 

Later on Maharaja Abhaya Singh, in order to take 
revenge upon Jayasingh, asked Rajadhiraj Bakhat Singh 
to take possession of Ajmer, which was then under Jaya 
Singh. As soon as this news reached Raja Jayasingh, he 
marched against him with an army of 50,000 strong. At Gang- 
vana, near Ajmer, Rajadhiraj Bakhat Singh measured swords 
with him, with great bravery, with a force of 5,000 warriors 
only and according to Col. Tod, Raja Jayasingh had to flee 
away towards Khaijdela. But Bakhat Singh also lost almost 
all of his warriors and thinking it imprudent to stay there in 
this condition, moved on to Rian, where Maharaja Abhaya Singh 
was camping with his army. Soon after both the brothers 
again marched against Raja Jayasingh, who being afraid of 
the Rathor might dared not give them a battle, and handing 
back the seven provinces, which fell into his hands in his 
invasion of Marwar and returning all the material which 
Rajadhiraj left behind at Gangvana concluded a treaty with 
them. 

After the death of Raja Jayasingh in 1743 A. D. Ajmer 
was again taken possession of by Maharaja Abhayasingh. 
Raja Ishwarlsingh tried to recapture it, but failed. 

In 1747 the Maharaja again invaded Bikaner, but peace 
was soon restored. 

The following year Ahmadshah Durrani invaded the 
Punjab. The Emperor called the Maharaja and the Raja- 
dhiraj to his aid. But as Maharaja Abhaya Singh was too 
busy with his own State affairs, Rajadhiraj Bakhat Singh 
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alone went there and helped Prince Ahmadshah in defeating 
the Afghans at the battle of Sirhind and in re-taking Lahore. 

In April of the same year Ahmadshah ascended the throne 
after the death of his father. He bestowed on the Rajadhiraj 
the Governorship of Gujrat, but as the Maharattas were at that 
period, over running the whole country, he did not think it 
prudent to go to Gujrat and so returned to his own country. 

The same year, at the request of Maharana Jagatsingh II, 
the Maharaja helped Madhosingh with 2,000 horse against his 
elder brother Raja ishwarisingh of Jaipur* 

Maharaja Abhaya Singh died in 1749 A. D. Like his father 
and grandfather he too was a brave ruler. 

He was succeeded by his only son Maharaja Ramsingh. 
l2 8) vtfmrajH Ramsmgh. Though he was a brave ruler yet, was not 
so sober minded. A dispute arose between 
him and his uncle Bakhat Singh. Some of his nobles also deserted 
him and joined hands with the Rajadhiraj. Thereupon 
Maharaja Ramsingh invaded Nagaur, but on the Rajadhiraj 
agreeing to return Jalore, peace was not disturbed and the 
Maharaja returned to Jodhpur. 

But sometime later the Rajadhiraj showed his unwilling- 
ness to part with Jalore and went to Delhi. There he intrigued 
with the Amir-ul-Umra Salabatkhan (Zulfikar Jang) and 
instigated him to secure for himself the governorship of Ajmer 
and promised him full support against the Maharajas. In 
return for this help he demanded assistance from him (Amir- 
Ul-Umra) in occupying Jodhpur. 

As soon as this news reached the Maharaja, he too sought 
help from his would-be father-in-law Raja Ishwarl Singh of 
Jaipur and Malhar Rao Holkar. Raja Gajsingh of Bikaner 
and Raja Bahadur Singh of Roopnagar (Kishangarh) sided 
with the Rajadhiraj. 

Some days afterwards when Zulfikar, after being appointed 
governor of Ajmer, reached Pipar, a fierce battle ensued bet- 
ween his army and that of the Maharaja. In a short time the 
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Muslim army whs routed from the field, u-nd in the intense 
heat of the day wandered hither and thither in quest of water 
to quench their thirst and also that of their horses. Accord- 
ing to the author of “ Sehrul Mutakharin ” when Zulfikar’s 
vanquished and thirsty soldiers happened to come across with 
the Maharaja’s warriors, while out searching for water, then 
out of pity for their miserable condition the Maharaja’s 
soldiers supplied them with sufficient water to quench the 
thirst of both the men and their horses and after that asked 
them to leave the place instantly for their own camp. 

This is a unique instance of the Rathor magnanimity 
of heart and its parallel can scarcely be found in the annals > 
of other Rajput races 1 . 

Zulfikar was so much disheartened by this defeat that even 
the assurances of Rajadhiraj Bakhat Singh could not deter 
him from returning to Delhi by way of Ajmer. This event 
took place in 1749 A.D. 

In 1751 A. D. when Maharaja Ramsingh was camping with 
his forces at Merta to meet the possible onslaught of the 
Rajadhiraj, he (Bakhat Singh) took the fort of Jodhpur by a 
surprise attack and thus deprived Maharaja Ramsingh of his 
possession for ever. 

In 1752 A. D. Ramsingh, with the active support of 
Sindhia, was able to get hold of some portion of Marwar. 


1. Munshi Ghulam Husain Khan, the author of Sehrul-Mutakharm, describes this event as 
follows — 

It was so heard that about the mid-day when the guns became too hot for discharge and 
the battle somewhat cooled down, m those parts of Rajputana and at that place particularly, where 
the battle was being fought, there was an acute scarcity of water, some of the followers of the 
Amirul-Umra, who were feeling thirsty and were wandering m quest of water reached the vicinity 
of the camp of Bamsmgh Coming to know of their calamity, betrayed by their looks, the 
Rajput nobles commanded their servants to draw water and quench the thirst of their foes, 
including their horses, and bade them to depart instantly, remarking they were at war with them 
The story about the clash with Zulfikarjang and the supply of water by the Rajputs to their foes 
bear credence as Sayyad Ismailalikhan Bahadur, son of Abdulalikhan Bahadur, cousin of the 
author, was accompanying that army The author has recorded this happemng aftei personally 
hearing the Btory from the Sayyad This virtue of the Rajputs is one of the rare qualities May 
the Almighty God bestow such rare qualities on all mankind {Vol. III,, pp. 883—885} 
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Two years later (in 1754 A. DJ by the efforts of Jaya Apa 
Sindhia, a fresh treaty was concluded between Ramsingh and 
his cousin Bijaya Singh by the terms of which the former 
was given the districts of Siwana, Maroth, Merta, Sojat, Par- 
batsar, Sambhar and Jalore. 

He breathed his last in 1772 A. D. 

Maharaja Bakhatsingh, who wrested the throne of Marwar 
120 ) Mabaraja Bakhat- from his nephew Maharaja Ramsingh in 
Singb ' 1751 A. D., was a brave and sagacious ruler. 

We have already narrated that he once utterly routed the 
Jaipur army 50,000 strong under the personal command of 
Raja Jayasingh with only a force of 5,000 brave warriors 
under him. 

Maharaja Bakhatsingh also proposed to enter into a pact 
with Raja Madhosingh of Jaipur in order to drive away the 
Maharattas from Malwa, but the latter had not the courage 
enough to agree to it. 

He died at Sindholi (in Jaipur) in 1752 A. D. while conduct- 
ing negotiations regarding his aforesaid proposal. 

(It is also said that he was poisoned under the instigation 
of the Raja of Jaipur). 

Maharaja Bijayasingh, his only son, succeeded him to the 

(SOI Mabam ja B W a throne Q f J5 dh P Ur. 

In 1754 A. D. in a sharp encounter with Jaya Apa Sindhia, 
who had come to help Maharaja Ramsingh, he defeated him 
at Gangarda, but in another battle his artillery could no t reach 
him in time and the Maharattas won the day. The Maharattas 
elated with success, pursued the Maharaja upto Nagaur. 

Seeing no other way to raise the seige Maharaja Bijaya- 
singh contrived to get Jaya Apa murdered by treachery. Soon 
after this happening, the other Maharatta leaders, hearing of 
this news, invaded Nagaur and Jodhpur to avenge the death of 
Jaya Apa. But sometime later a treaty was drawn up, by 
which Ajmer was ceded to the Maharattas and a number of 
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districts in Marwar were assigned to Maharaja Ramsingh 
for his maintenance. These internal dissensions afforded 
opportunities to the Maharatta free-booters to invade this 
country from time to time, and also to the Jagirdars (feuda- 
tories) to become unruly. 

In 1760 A. D. four of the leading Jagirdars were im- 
prisoned. 

In the years 1766 and 1772 A. D. the Maharaja went twice 
to Nathdwara for pilgrimage. He also actively supported 
Maharana Arasi (Arisingh) against his grand nephew 
Ratnasingh at the end of 1770 A. D. and in return for his help, 
got the district of Godwar. (App. B. 20, pp. 186-188) 

He chastised the Talpuras and annexed Umarkot in 1782 
A. D. He gave sanctuary to Maharaj — Kumar Rajsingh of 
Bikaner and sent a force of his Rathor warriors to the succour 
of Raja Pratapsingh of Jaipur against Madhoji Sindhia. 
The force played havoc in the Maharatta army at Tungan in 
1787 A. I). He also gained success in his invasion on 
Kishangarh. 

Madhbjl Sindhia invaded Marwar in 1790 A. D. to avenge 
the serious reverse of his army at Tungan. The battle 
of Tungan was fought to further the interests of Raja 
Pratapsingh, yet he refused to come to the aid of Jodhpur at 
the time of this crisis. On the other hand De Boigne, the 
French general of the Maharatta army, kept the Rathors 
under deception by negotiating a false treaty with them. 
Thus the Maharattas gained victory this time and Maharaja 
Bijayasingh was compelled to agree to pay in future the same 
tribute to the Maharattas, which was formerly given to the 
Mughul Emperors. 

« 

He died in 1793 A. D. after a reign of about 41 years. 

With the permission of Shah Alam II, the then Emperor, 
he coined his own silver coins in 1780 A. D., which since came to 
be known as Bijaya Sliahi, or Bai Sanda (for having twenty ' 
second regnal year of Shah Alam II imprinted on them ) . 
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We learn from an Imperial Sanad, dated 7th August 1775 
A. D., that the village Raisina or the aiea of land over which 
the present New Delhi has been built was granted to him in 
his ancestral Jagir in perpetuity. (App. B. 21, pp. 189-195). 


As two of his elder sons had left this world in his own life 
time, he was succeeded by his grandson 
Bhlmsingh (the son of his second son 

Bhomsingh). 


^31) Maharaja Bhunsingh 


The struggle for the throne continued going on between 
him and his uncles and cousins throughout his life. The 
Maharattas also invaded Marwar m 1794 A. D., but he bought 
them off. 


He died in 1803 A D. after a reign of about ten years. As 

(32, Maharaja Mansxogh he Mt 110 lllale isSUe > he WaS SllCCeeded by 
his cousin Maharaja Mansingh, the son of 

Gumansingh. 


In the same year a treaty was drawn up between the 
Maharaja and the East India Company, but the Maharaja did 
not approve of its terms, and wanted some modifications in 
them. 


The following year, when the East India Company was 
waging war with Sindhia, Maharaja Mansingh subdued 
Ajmer and also gave refuge to the family of Jaswant Rao 
Holkar. At this action of the Maharaja, the East India 
Company was forced to annul the treaty of 1803 A. D. In 
the meantime some of the dissatisfied nobles of Marwar took 
up the cause of Dhonkalsingh, an alleged posthumous son of 
the late Maharaja Bhlmsingh, for the throne of Marwar. A 
year later the relations between Maharaja Mansingh of 
Jodhpur and Maharaja Jagatsingh of Jaipur got strained to 
a breaking point on the question of the marriage of Krishna- 
kumari, the daughter of Maharana Bhlmsingh of Mewar, who 
was previously betrothed to late Maharaja Bhlmsingh of 
Jodhpur. 
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Thakur Sawaisingh of Pbkaran, taking his chance of this 
fued, instigated the Maharaja of Jaipur to invade' Jodhpur. 
Maharaja Suratsingh of Bikaner and the ruler of Shahpura 
joined hands with the invader and most of the Jagirdars of 
Marwar also rendered help to the Jaipur hordes. Although, 
in 1807 A D. the invaders gained some success for the time 
being in gaining possession of the city of J odhpur, yet soon 
afterwards, with the combined, efforts of Singh! Indraraj and 
some of the remaining loyal nobles, Amir Khan, a freebooter 
siding with the Jaipur chief was bought over to help the 
cause of Maharaja Mansingh. Thus gaining ample strength 
and collecting sufficient men and money, the city of Jaipur 
was raided with this newly raised army. This news frustra- 
ted all the plans of the Maharajaof Jaipurand he was obliged 
to retire post-haste to defend his own capital. 

In 1808 Amir Khan treacherously murdered the Thakurs 
of Pokaran, Chandawal, Pali, Bagri, etc., who were the most 
prominent rebel nobles of Marwar at Mundwa. 

After this event, the Jodhpur forces also invaded Bikaner 
to take revenge on its Maharaja, who took part in the invasion 
of Jodhpur along with the Jaipur army, and forced him 
(Maharaja Suratsingh) to cede back the district of PhalSdi, 
which he had received for giving active support to the cause of 
Dhonkalsingh. He was also compelled to write a bond for 
the payment of Rs. 3,60,001/- as indemnity (App. B. 22, pp. 196- 
198). 

* 

The following year Amir Khan was sent against Jaipur 
to settle accounts with the Maharaja for his previous invasion 
of Marwar and he compelled Maharaja Jagatsingh to return 
all the effects left behind by Maharaja Mansingh at the battle 
of Gingoli (in Parbatsar district), and to pay a large sum in 
cash to meet the expenses of his (Amir Khan’s) army. 

In 1812 A. D. the Marwar forces invaded Sirohi and plun- 
dered it's capital. 

The following year Maharaja Jagatsingh of Jaipur called 
Singhi Indraraj to his court in order to re-establish friendly 
relations with Maharaja Mansingh of Jodhpur. 
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The same year Maharaja Mansmgh captured Rao 
Udaibhan of Sirohi, while he was camping at Pall, and kept 
him in captivity for about three months. But when the Rao 
accepted the allegiance of the Maharaja and also promised to 
pay Rs. 1,25,000 as indemnity, he was set free. 

In 1815 A. D. Sing hi Indraraj, the minister and Ayas 
Devnath, the spiritual teacher (Guru) of the Maharaja, were 
murdered at the instigation of the local faction by Amir 
Khan’s followers. The Maharaja took this matter to heart so 
much that he shut himself up in seclusion and left taking any 
interest in politics or in the administration of the State The 
vile faction on their part set up in his place Maharaj-kumar 
Chhatrasingh, his heir-apparent, against the wishes of the 
Maharaja 

In 1818 A. D. a new treaty was concluded between the East 
India Company and the -Jodhpur State. 

Soon after this treaty Maharaj-kumar Chhatrasingh died 
and the Maharaja re-took the reigns of administration in his 
own hands. In 1800 A. D. he took a dreadful revenge on the 
intriguers for their misdeeds and disloyal activities against' 
him. 

In 1824 A. D. the East India Company, in order to suppress 
the unruly tribes there, took over 21 villages of Merwara from 
Jodhpur under its direct control. 

Three years later the Maharaja gave sanctuary to Raja 
Madhurajdeo Bhonsle of Nagpur, who came to Jodhpur after 
his utter defeat by the East India Company. A year after- 
wards in 1828 A. D., he gave refuge to Raja Kalyansingh of 
Kishangarh. 

In 1835 A. D. the Agent to the Governor General in 
Rajputana put 29 rebellious Jaglrdars of MallanI under 
custody and put the administration of MallanI district under 
the Political Agent. 

The same year, the East India Company took seven more 
villages of Merwara under its direct control (which were 
returned in 1843 A,. D.) and also renewed the agreement about 
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the previous 21 villages. Further the Maharaja agreed to pay 
Rs. 1,15,000 in cash instead of 1,500 Sawars according to the 
agreement in the previous treaty of 18] 8 A. D. 

As the Maharaja was a staunch devotee of the Nath sect, 
so the Naths exercised an undue influence over the adminis- 
tration of the State. To eradicate this evil, the Agent to the 
Governor General in’ Rajputana and the Political Agent, with 
a contingent of ten thousand soldiers, came to Jodhpur, and 
concluded a fresh treaty in 1839 A. D. By the terms of this 
treaty a Political agent was stationed at Jodhpur to render 
advice and give help to the State whenever necessary, and the 
fort was temporarily put under his charge, but was returned 
back bo the Maharaja after a short period in 1840 A. D. The 
following year the A. G. G. as well as the Political Agent 
endeavoured to end the interference of the Naths in the State 
administration, but their efforts proved of no avail. They 
therefore resumed the Jaglrs of these Naths, but even when 
this drastic action failed to produce- any sobering effect they 
were constrained to deport two of the rebellious Naths. 

This action of the Agent to the Governor General hurt the 
religious susceptibilities of the Maharaja to such an extent that 
he renounced the world, left all interest in the adminis- 
tration from that day and died at Mandor after about four 
months in 1843 A. D. 

Maharaja Mansingh was a scholar, brave and a wise 
ruler. But as he was too much under the influence of the 
Naths and unforgiving for his rebellious nobles, so his reign 
was never free from internal troubles. 

In 1 822 A. D. Maharaja Ranjitsingh of the Punjab, sought 
his advice about the political situation then prevailing in 
India. This bears ample testimony for his fame and states- 
manship in which he was held by the other rulers. ( App„ B- 
23, pp. 199-202). 

With the assistance of the Agent to the Governor General 
and the Political Agent he also introduced some social reforms 
in the State in 1839 A. D. which were inscribed on marble 
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slabs and installed at every district headquarters in 1843 A. D. 
(App. B. 24, pp. 203-204 . 

As he left no male issue, so he was succeeded after his death 
^ Maharaja Takhatsingh of Ahmad- 
Bmgb nagar, in idar State, according to the will 

made by him. 

In 1847 A. D. the East India Company in lieu of Umarkot 
agreed to pay Rs. 10,000 annually to the State. Three years 
later in 1850 A. D. the Maharaja got himself weighed in silver. 

The Maharana of Udaipur put forward his claim in 1853 
A.. D. for the restoration of the Godwar district back to 
Mewar, but as this district was ceded to Maharaja Bijaya- 
singh of Jodhpur m 1770 A. D. in return for his help against 
the Maharana’s grand nephew, the A. G G rejected this claim. 

In the year 1855 A. D. he went on a pilgrimage to Hard war, 
Muttra and Pushkar When the Indian Mutiny broke out in 
1857 A. D. the Maharaja unflinchingly rendered every sort of 
available military help to the Britishers and gave protection 
to some fugitives also. 

From the year 1859 A. D. the name of Queen Victoria began 
to be struck on the coins of Jodhpur in place of the Mughal 
Emperor. 

The right of adoption by the Maharajas of Jodhpur was 
recognised by the Government of India in 1862 A. D. The 
same year the title of Rao Raja was conferred in general on 
all the male off-springs of Pardayats (concubines of the rulers). 

In 1865 the Maharaja met the Governor General at Calcutta 
and the following year attended the Darbar held at Agra by 
Lord Lawrence, the then Governor General and was awarded 
the insignia of G. C. S. I. 

In the same year the Maharaja gave permission for giving 
land free for the building of the railway line passing through 
his territory and also abolished the transit duties on the 
goods carried on this railway. 
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In 1867 A. D. Queen Victoria conferred on him the heredi- 
tary honour of a salute of 17 guns. 

The long standing dispute between the State and its 
Jagirdars about their Jagirs was amicably settled in 1869 
A. D. and the following year the Government of India took 
over the working of the Sambhar Salt area as well as the salt 
areas at Nawa and Guda. 

In the same year as the Maharaja did not approve of his 
seat arrangement made at the Darbar held at Ajmer by Lord 
Mayo, he left the place for Jodhpur without attending it. For 
this act his salute guns were reduced from seventeen' to 
fifteen. 

In 1872 A. D. the Maharaja’s second son Zorawarsingh 
took forced possession of the Nagaur fort, but was soon 
compelled to vacate it. 

In October of the same year, due to continued ill health, 
the Maharaja entrusted the administration of the State to his 
heir-apparent Maharaj-kumar Jaswantsmgh and soon after 
left this world in 1873 A. D. 

He was succeeded by his eldest son Maharaja Jaswant- 
( 34 ) Maharaja jaswant- singh II. Duiing his reign the admmis- 
SICBbI1 ' tration of the State was remodelled on 

modern lines and his younger brother Maharaj Pratap- 
singh took a leading part in it. 

In 1874 A. D. Maharaja Jaswantsingh went on a pilgrim- 
age to Hardwar and Gaya and thence went further to 
Calcutta, where he met the Viceroy in 1875 A. D. The follow- 
ing year he was honoured at Calcutta with the insignia of 
G. C. S. I. by the then Prince of Wales 

In the same year the school, which was opened at the capital 
for imparting English Education to the boys, was raised to the 
standard of a High School. 

On the occasion of the Darbar held at Delhi in 1877 A D., 
in honour of the assumption by Queen Victoria of the title of 
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Empress of India, his salute guns were raised from ! 7 to 19 
and the following year this number was further raised to 21. 

In 1879 A.- D. the Government of India took on lease the 
salt areas at DIdwana, Pachpadra, Phalodi and Bhawatara. 

In 1881 A. D. a census of the whole of Marwar was taken 
for the first time, and about 17,50,000 souls were counted. 

In those years the income of the -State amounted to about 
Rs. 20„00,000, while the expenditure far exceeded it. The 
liability of the State neared about 40 to 50 lacs, but on the re- 
adjustment of the financial management in 1882 A. D. its 
former defects were removed and in a short time satisfactory 
results appeared. 

The first State Railway line in Marwar wasopened between 
Pali and Kharchl (Marwar Junction) in 1882 A. D., which 
was further extended up to Jodhpur in 1885 A. D. 

In 1884 A. ‘D. the City Municipality was established at the 
capital to look after the civic affairs of the city, a State Council 
was also constituted to render advice on important matters 
and the land revenue settlement was taken in hand. 

In 1885 A. D. the State Treasury came into being, arrange- 
ments for opening Post Offices were made, and an ice factory 
was started. Further the old agreement regarding the 21 
villages of Merwara was renewed and a canal for supplying , 

water from Balsamand to the city tanks was constructed. 

* 

The following year the Jodhpur Press, which turned out 
mostly litho-work was reorganised. , , . 

The Maharaja senthis younger brother Maharaj Pratap- 
singh to attend the Golden Jubilee celebrations of Queen 
Victoria at London in 1887 A: D. 

The following year the Historical Department was created 
to compile the history of the State. > r 

In 1889 A. D. the cavalry unit.known as Sardar Bisala was 
raised and in 1890 A. D. His .Royal Highness Prince Albert 
Victor Edward of Wales visited Jodhpur. 
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The civil administration of the Malian! District was handed 
back to the Jodhpur Darbar in 1891 A. D. 

In 1893 A. D. an intermediate college named after the then 
Maharaja, and known as the Jaswant College was opened at 
Jodhpur. 

In 1895 this noble hearted, liberal minded, wise and 
generous Maharaja breathed his last at the age of 58 years. 

During his reign all sorts of facilities, such as judicial, 
medical, educational, and of communications were provided 
for the benefit of the public and the income of the State too, 
rose above 57 lacs. 


The first hospital run on modern lines was also opened 
about 1886 A. D. at the capital during his reign. 


He was succeeded by his son and heir Maharaja Sardar- 


(35) Mabaraja Sardar - 
Bingb. 


singh, but as the latter was only 16 years 
of age at the time of his accession, his 


uncle Maharaj Pratapsingh was appointed Regent during 


the period of his minority. 


In 1896 A. D. the Jaswant Female Hospital and the Elgin 
Rajput School were opened and the local Jaswant College 
was raised to the status of a degree college. 

Full ruling powers were invested to Maharaja Sardar- 
singh in 1898 A. D. and the criminal justice of the Malian! 
district (previously held back) was also vested in the State by 
the Political Agent. 


The following year, owing to the failure of rains, MarwSr 
was ravaged by a severe famine. In order to relieve the 
sufferings caused by this calamity the State spent about 26| 
lacs of rupees for the relief of the people and cattle. 

Owing to the exchange difficulties felt by the State during 
these famine operations, the striking of silver' coins in the 
State mint was discontinued and the Imperial coins in 
circulation in British India were introduced in their place. 

In 1901 A. D. the Maharaja paid a visit to Europe for 
reasons of health. 
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The following year Maharaj Pratapsingh was adopted to 
the Gaddi of Idar in Gujrat. In the same year Maharaja 
Sardarsingh joined the Imperial cadet corps at Meerut and 
afterwards from this place he went to Pachmarhi to recoup , 
his health. 

In 1906 A. D. the weight of the Jodhpur copper coin was 
reduced by nearly half. In the same year the Maharaja re- 
took the reigns of administration in his own hands while the 
State Council continued to function as before under the 
presidentship of the Resident. But in 1909 A. D. he (the 
Maharaja) assumed full ruling powers again. 

In the same year, at the time of the visit of Lord Kitchner 
to Jodhpur, a small industrial Museum was opened which is 
now known as ‘Sardar Museum.’ 

In 1910 A. D. the insignia of G. C. S. I., was conferred on 
him by the Government and his personal salute was raised 
from 17 to 19 guns. But after about a year this noble and 
kind hearted Maharaja died in 1911 A. D. at the age of 31 
years only. 

During his reign many reforms were carried out for the 
well being of his subjects. 

f 

He was succeeded by his eldest son Maharaja Sumersingh, 
(86) Mabaraja Sumer- but as the latter was then only 13 years 
* ingh of age Maharaja Pratapsingh abdicated 

the throne of Idar in favour of his adopted son Maharaj 
Daulatsingh and took over the charge of the Regency adminis- 
tration at Jodhpur once again. 


In 1912 A. D. a chief court was inaugurated in Jodhpur. 
The following year the State donated 2 lacs of rupees for the 
Hardinge chair of Technology in the Benares Hindu Univer- 
sity with Rs. 24,000/- as an annual recurring grant. 

A new High School known as the ‘Rajput High School’ was 
opened at Chopasnl in 3914 A. D. to impart education exclu- 
sively to the boys of the Rajputs and some months later 
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when the World War broke out in Europe, Maharaja Sumer- 
singh and the old veteran Maharaja Regent Sir Pratapsingh 
both proceeded to the front. 

A Public Library called the Sumer Public Library came 
into being in 1915 A. D. and was housed in the building of the 
Museum. 

Maharaja Sumersingh was invested with full ruling 
powers in 1916 A. D. and the following year the Electrical and 
Mechanical Department was established to electrify the city. 
In 1918 A. D., when the bubonic plague broke out in the city, 
the Maharaja made excellent arrangements for the protection 
of the property of those subjects, who had left the city and 
were residing in the suburbs and for checking this scourge 
threw open all the State buildings around the capital to house 
the people of Jodhpur. Just after this calamity influenza 
broke out in the city in an epidemic form, when further relief 
measures were immediately undertaken on a large scale to 
cope with the situation. 

Thereafter Maharaja Sumersingh met with a premature 
death in October 1918 A. D. at the age of 21 years only. 

He was an intelligent ruler of self dependent nature. 
During his short reign, the State made an all round progress 
in all the branches of administration. The Jodhpur lancers 
fought against the Turks with extraordinary valour in the 
Jordan valley, Haifa' in Palestine and Aleppo in Syria, etc. 

Maharaja Sumersingh was also honoured by the Khedive 
of Egypt with the title of the Grand Cordon of the order of 
the Nile. 

As he had no male issue, he was succeeded on October 14, 
(S7) Mntmraja unrnd- 1918 A. D. by his younge/ brother Maharaja 
Bingh Bahadur. Umaidsingh Bahadur. The latter was born on 
July 8, 1903 A. D. As he was only 16 years of age at the time of 
his succession to the throne a Regency Council was constituted 
to carry on the administration of the State and Maharaja 
Pratapsingh was appointed Regent for the third time. 
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In recognition of the meritorious services rendered by the 
Jodhpur State in the War his local salute guns were raised 
from 17 to 19 in 1921 A. D. 

He attended the inauguration ceremony, of the Chamber of 
Princes, and in the cold season of the same year His Royal 
Highness the Prince Edward of Wales graced Jodhpur by a 
royal visit. 

Maharaja Pratapsingh, the old veteran Rathor, passed 
away in 1922 A. D. at the ripe age of 76. 

On January 27, 1923 Maharaja Umaidsingh Bahadur 
assumed full powers of administration of the State, but being 
a prince of constitutional and democratic nature, he rules 
the State through a Council of ministeis. 

The Maharaja was blessed with an heir apparent named 
Maharaj-Kumar Shri Hanwantsinghji on the 16th June 1923. 

In order to facilitate speedy justice to the people District 
and Sessions Courts were established in 1924. The 
following year all the State employees were further allowed 
the benefit to contribute towards the State Provident Fund 
to be of help toithem on their retirement from service. 

In March 1925 he, accompanied by his family, took his 
polo team to England, where it scored many successes 
against world renowned teams. 

In 1926 the Maharaja accidentally encountered a rogue 
elephant in the jungles of the Nilgiri hills, where he showed 
rare presence of mind. 

The same year, on his return from Ooty, he created the 
Archaeological Department to preserve the ancient monuments 
in the State. 

A year after, in order to facilitate the money transactions 
for the State as well as to give impetus to trade, a branch of 
the Imperial Bank of India was opened at Jodhpur. The 
same year the Maharaja bestowed a Jaglr of the ‘Rekh’ of 
about 55 thousand on Maharaj Shri Ajitsinghji his younge ’ 
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brother. He also sanctioned a grant of Rs. 3 lacs for the 
Hindu University for the Irwin Chair of Agriculture. 

In 1928 the Maharaja earmarked an amount of two lacs of 
rupees more to maintain 4 scholarships for higher studies in 
veterinary and agriculture science. 

In 1929 A. D. he laid the foundation stone of the new 
Chhitar (Hill) Palace as well as of the Windham Hospital, 
the last named institution being one of the best equipped in 
the whole of India. 

In 1931 A. D. the census of Marw&r was taken and the 
population of Marwar totalled 21,25 982 souls. A Flying Club 
was also started at Jodhpur the same year. 

In May 1933 the designation of the Jodhpur State was 
changed to that of the Jodhpur Government, and the members 
of the Council came to be designated as Ministers. 

The Maharaja paid a visit to East Africa for big game 
hunting and the following year he again went to complete his 
programme of wild sports there. 

In 1935 the Silver Jubilee of His Gracious Majesty King 
George V was celebrated in Jodhpur, and a large sum of 
money was contributed to the His Majesty’s Silver Jubilee 
Fund. Similarly a handsome amount was also subscribed 
towards the Quetta Earth-quake Relief Fund opened at Delhi. 

In 1936 A. D. Lord Willingdon, the then Viceroy, performed 
the opening ceremony of the Willingdon Gardens as well as 
the new building of the Sardar Museum and Sumer Public 
Library situated there in the centre. 

The same year on June 23, the Maharaja was honoured with 
the title of G. C. S. I. -by the British Government. 

In 1937 he proceeded to England to take part in the corona- 
tion ceremony of King George VI. 

In 1938 the Government of India retroceded to the Jodhpur 
State the 21 villages (along with 3 new ones) of the Merwara 
district, the administration of which was taken under its direct 
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control in 1824 A. D. and also freed the State from the obliga- 
tion of the payment of a sum of Rs. 1,15,000, which was 
annually paid to the Government of India for maintaining the 
Erinpura corps. The same year, in order to remove the 
scarcity of water in the capital, the Maharaja got constructed 
a canal with pumping stations at necessary intervals, now 
known as Sard&r Samand Water Supply channel, and built a 
huge reservoir for the water storage, at a total cost of 
Rs. 25,50,000. In order to remove the impurities of the water 
supplied to the city, an up-to-date filter plant was also fitted 
at a little distance below the reservoir. 

In the same year the Umaid Female Hospital was opened 
at a cost of Rs. 11,19,000 and in 1939 the Maharaja was 
generous enough to donate a fabulous sum of Rs. 70,00,000 in 
order to combat the scourge of famine in Marwar. 

In August 1941 A. D. His Highness, with his younger 
brother Maharaj Shri Ajitsinghji, paid a visit to the Near 
East War Front to inspect the Jodhpur troops. 

In the same year a Representative Advisory Assembly was 
constituted in place of the Central Advisory Board previously 
established in 1939 A. D. 

Up to the end of 1942 A. D. Jodhpur Darbar contributed 
sum of about 30 lacs of rupees towards the World War as well 
as twelve fighters and one heavy bomber. 

His Highness has also placed four of his personal aeroplanes 
and one glider at the disposal of the Government of India. 

Further, he was one of the foremost princes to place at the 
disposal of the Government of India all the resources of the 
State as well as his personal services in the present World 
War to crush the Axis Powers. 

The latest census of the State showed a figure of 25,55,904 
souls. 

In his benevolent reign Marwar has taken giant strides in 
improvements in all directions and the annual gross income of 
the State has reached near two and a quarter crores of rupees. 
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Air Commodore, His Highness Raj-Rajeshvar Saramad 
Raiahai Hind Maharajadhiraj Maharaja Shrl Sir Umaid 
sSgh Bahadur G. C. S. L, G. C. U, K C. V 0. A, D C., 
LLD is beloved by his subjects and is a kind hearted ruler 
with democratic outlook. He is an air minded prince, a 
spirited Polo player and a keen sportsman of wide fame. 


He has five Maharaj-kumars namely Maharaj-kumar 
Shrl Han wantsinghji, Himmatsinghji, Harisinghji, Devisinghji, 
and Dilipsinghji. 


The Maharani of Jodhpur, who was married in 1921 A. D., 
is a dutiful and very devoted Rani of the Maharaja and is 
ever alert to help the needy and the poor. 


May the Almighty bestow His choicest blessings on the 
Maharaja, may he and his family have health, long life and 
prosperity and may his people enjoy his benevolent reign for 
|ong. 
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[Read at XIX Congreeso Internationale Regh Onentalisti, held at (Regia Umvevsita) 

Roma m September 1935 A D and published m its proceedings and 
transactions, (pp. 409—422 as well as in ‘Indian Culture/ 

Calcutta, Vol. lir, No 2 (Oct 1936 A D ) 
pp 289—302] 

We know from the Hindu ‘ Shastras’ that in the 
beginning, the Aryans had no caste system among them, but 
it was introduced later to facilitate the social and the 
industrial developments of the society. By its introduction 
particular kind of work was entrusted to the particular group 
of people, specially suited for the purpose, and this was the 
basis of the caste system in India. 1 

Like other ‘Shastras’, the ‘Bhagavata’ 2 and ‘Mahabharata’ 3 
also support this theory. 

It is likely that the people of the old school may see in this 
statement a suggestion of the modern ideas but this is not so. 

In support of this, we quote here from a book named 
‘ Samarangana Sutradhara’ 4 compiled by Raja Bhoja, the 
famous Paramara ruler of Malwa. He ruled from about 1010 
to 1053 A. D. (1066 to 1110 V. S.) and besides being a patron 
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' Rigveda— Purushasukta, 
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4 Adhyaya 7, Sbloka 1-17, 
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of learning is considered to have been himself a scholar 

of repute:— ’ 

1 Brahma, for maintaining peace and order on the earth 

made Prithu the first ruler of the people and he too for the 
sake of administrative convenience and efficiency divided them 
in four “ Varnas” or castes.’ 

‘People who were God-fearing, pious, scholarly and able 
were designated as “ Brahmanas ’ ’ ; those who were courage- 
ous, energetic, strong and able to protect others were named 
as “Kshatriyas”; persons who were wise, desirous of wealth, 
reliable, smart and kindhearted were styled as “Vaishyas” 
and men lacking in a sense of respect, religion, truth and 
purity were called “Shudras”.’ 

The purpose of quoting these lines here is simply to show 
that these divisions of Varnas or castes, in the beginning, 
were based on the quality, work and the nature of the indivi- 
duals 1 and they had no connection with birth. 

In our opinion this system might have served at that time, 
to avert the clash of interests and the hard competition 
which threaten our society this day. 

Further for the sake of individual development, the 
period of our life was also divided into four parts called 
four ‘Ashramas’. 

Leaving this question of ‘Varnas’ and ‘Ashramas’ in 
general, we take up now the question relating to ‘ Kshatriyas’ 
in particular. 

According to the ‘Vedic’ and ‘Pauranic’ literature, 
the Kshatriyas were divided into two dynasties, one of which 
was named Solar or ‘ Suryavamsha ’ and the other Lunar 
or ‘Chandra vamsha’. On the basis of the close study of the 
Aryan languages of India, scholars are of opinion that the 
two different stocks of the Aryans migrated to India in two 
different periods and to differentiate them from each other, 
they were called the Solar and the Lunar stocks . 2 But later 
a third division known as Fire dynasty or ‘ Agnivamsha’ also 
sprang forth among them. 


9 


The Inscription dated V. 8. 1166 (1109 A. D.) of 


BhagavadgitS, Adhjaya 4, Sbloka 13. 
Govnadachandra contains — 


kajpOts 
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The first mention of this dynasty or division is found in 
‘Navasahasanka Charita’ of Padmagupta composed in the 
later half of the II th century A.D. It states that Vashishtha, 
a sage, to get back his cow from Vishvamitra, his rival, 
created a warrior from his fire altar at mount Abu, and as 
this warrior killed his enemies and brought back his cow, 
the sage named him as Paramara or the destroyer of 
the enemy. 

On the basis of the above story, we presume that, to get 
rid of his enemies, a descendant of Vashishtha, purified (by 
a sort of penance) a clan of Kshatriyas whose forefathers 
had embraced Buddhism. But Halayudha, a contemporary 
of Padmagupta, in his 'Pingala Sutravrittf mentions Raja 
Munja of the Paramara dynasty as belonging to the ‘Brahma- 
Kshatra-Kula’ 1 or a combined Brahmana and Kshatriya 
dynasty. 

The book named' ‘Prithvlraja Raso’ also contains a 
reference to this Fire dynasty. The author of ‘Raso’ 
taking Paramara, Chalukya (Solanki), Padihara (Pratihara) 
and Chauhana as having originated from the fire altar of 
Vashishtha calls their descendants as Agnivamshis. This is 
the main reason for which the Indian 2 and foreign scholars 
consider these four clans as non-Kshatriyas and descendants 
of a foreign and non- Aryan dynasty called Khazar or 
Gurjara. They also presume that these non-Kshatriya 
dynasties after undergoing a sort of penance were reckoned 
as Kshatriyas by the Brahmanas. 

But firstly the accounts of Prithvlraja, his relatives 
and his contemporaries as given in the ‘ Raso’ do not corres- 
pond to historical facts. Secondly according to the ‘Raso’ 
Maharaval Samarasimha of Mewar was killed in 1192 A.D. 
(1249 V. S.) while fighting on the side of Prithvlraja. In 
fact Samarasimha ascended the throne of Mewar after 
1267 A. D. (1324 V. S.) and breathed his last in 1302 (1359 V. S.). 

This shows that even at that time there were only the following two famous divisions among 
Kshatriyas — 

( 1) 8olar and ( 2) Lunar 

I Owing to the use of this word some scholars presume that originally they were Brahmanas 
of Vashishtba’s stock or Gotra and afterwards were converted as Kshatriyas At present the 
Paramaras call themselves as descendants of Vikramaditya, the famous (but fictitious! 
ruler of Maltva, ' ' 

2 Indian Antiquary, Yol XL, pp 7—36, 
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Thirdly the ‘Raso’ 1 mentions in the form of a prophecy, the 
victory of the king of Mewar over Delhi after <1620 A. D. 
(1677 V. S.). Under such circumstances, the accounts of 
‘ RasO ’ cannot be accepted as authentic. 

As a matter of fact these divisions of Kshatriyas are 
merely the imaginative creations of the poets intended to 
show the superiority and antiquity of the dynasty. For had 
it not been so in each and every record (inscriptions and 
copper grants) of the well-known Kshatriya rulers these 
divisions would have been surely mentioned. But it is not so. 
Moreover wherever the mention of these divisions is found 
they are confusing in the extreme. If at one place a certain 
clan of Kshatriyas is mentioned as ‘ Suryavamshls ’ at 
another the same branch is said to have belonged to the 
Chandra or the Agni Vamshls. 

We have already given, some such proofs about the Para- 
mara elan, here some similar proofs for the other clans will 
be given presently. 

In the inscription, of V. S. 1133 (1076 A. D.) of Vikrama- 
d’itya VI, the Chalukyas(Solankis) are recorded as Chandrava- 
mshls. But in ‘Bilhana’s Vikramankadevacharita ’ and in 
the inscription of Haihaya (Kalachuri) Yuvarajadeva II, 
found from Bilhari, they are said to have sprung from the 
handful of water of Brahma and Drona respectively. 

In the inscription of Pratihara king Bhoja, 2 found at 
Gwalior, the Pratihara (Padiharas) are referred to as 
Surya Vamshis, while in the inscription 3 of Pratihara 
Bauka, dated V. S. 894 (837 A. D.), they are mentioned as 
descendants of Brahmana Harishchandra and his Kshatriya 
wife Bhadra. 

In the inscription of Chauhana Lumbha (dated V. S. 1377= 
1320 A D.), found at mount Abu, Chauhanas are said to 
have belonged to the Chandra-Vamsha. But in the inscription 
of Visaldeva IV they are mentioned as * Surya-Vamshls’. 

i gfcf? | 

^rraqfcT ste it 

Samaya II, Chhanda 44, p. 265, 

/ i 

2 He ruled from about 843 to 893 A. D. (900 to 950 V.8 ) 

3 In tbe beginning of the same inscription a hint has ako been made that the Pratiharas 

V ere descended from Lakshmana, who was a door-keeper to his elder brother Eamachandra. 
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Taking into consideration all these facts, it is not advis- 
able for scholars whether local or foreign to lely upon 
‘ Prithvlraja Raso ’ and to presume that these four dynasties 
are being* the descendants of the foreign and non-Aryan 
Gurjara (Khazar) stock. 

Now we quote, m brief the points on the basis of which 
the Rajputs are considered as non-Aryans:— 

(1) That in the ‘ Hanvamsha 11 and in the ‘Vishnu 
Purana’ 2 ; the Haihayas (Kalachuris) are classed with 
Shakas, Yavanas, Paradas and Kambojas; hence it is 
probable that the former also belonged to the foreign non- 
Aryan stock 3 

(2) That Bana in his * Harshacharita’ mentions simul- 
taneously the victories of Prabhakaravardhana of Thanesh- 
vara over Gurjaras and Huns, hence, it seems that the 
Gurjaras were also foreigners and came to India along with 
Huns. 

(3) That m the inscription of Pratihara Mathanadeva, 
dated V. S. 1016 (960 A. D.) found at Rajor (Alwar State) 
Mathanadeva is stated to have belonged to the Gurjara-Prati- 
hara clan. Further in the records of the Rashtrakuta 
princes of the south, the Pratiharas of Kannauj are designated 
as Gurjareshvaras while in the writings of the Arabs they 
are called as Juzrs. All these facts go to show that the 
Pratiharas were the offshoots of the Gurjaras. 

(4) That the Gurjaras themselves belonged to a foreign 
stock known as Khazars, who in the sixth century A. D. 
inhabited the borderland of Europe and Asia. Some scholars 
are of opinion that they came to India m the time of Kanishka, 
while other think that they migrated to India along with 
the Huns. The ' province conquered by these Gurjaras came 
to be known as Gurjar or Gujrat. 4 

(5) That some of the Sassanian typed coins, found in the 
North-Western India, contain the legends in both the Nagarl 
and Pahlvi characters. In the Nagarl is written : — ‘Shri 

1 { Bengal) Vs 764—776 

2 Arosha IV, Ohapt 3, V 16tt. 

3 Indian Antiquary, Vol XL, p. 19, 

4 Mr 0 V Vaidj a presumes that as due to the connection of e Maharashtra language one 
province of India was called Maharashtra m the like manner due to the connection of Gujrat i lan. 
guage another province of it came to be known as Gujrat The language known as Maharashtra 
was used m India even at the time of Tararuchi, who flourished an the fourth century B.Ct 
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Vahmana Vasudeva’ while in the PahlvI-~‘Tukan Zaulastan 
Sapardlakshan.’ 1 Some scholars taking the word Vahmana 
for Chahaman consider this Vasudeva of the coin as the first 
known ruler of the Chahamana dynasty. Further they take 
‘Sapad Lakshan’ inscribed on the coins to mean the Himalayan 
hilly tract known as Siwalaks and also think that the Chaha- 
manas were Khazars or the Gurjaras who migrated to India 
along with the Huns and settled in the aforesaid hilly tract. 
As these coins of Vasudeva resemble those of Khusru II 
(Parviz), struck in the 37th year of his reign, it is assumed 
that the time of the former comes to about 627 A.D. (684 V.S.). 

Let us examine these arguments in the light of the facts 
available from other sources: — 

( 1 ) That in the old records of Haihayas (Kalachuris) they 
are mentioned as Chandravamshis or belonging to the Lunar 
dynasty and in the ‘Puranas’ they are stated to be pure Kshar- 
triyas, hence they being only mentioned in ‘Harivamsha Purana 5 
along with Yavanas, Paradas and Kambojas cannot be taken 
to be foreigners. 

Moreover, Manu, 2 the famous law-giver of India has 
counted even these Yavanas, Paradas and Kambojas among 
the Kshatriyas: — 

swia-jj f^jrcTtqTf^n: i 

fqrsTcsr *rar «tt% sr ti n 

feacRn mw ii «« n 

That the Kshatriya clans known as Paundrakas,Chaudras, 
Dravidas, Kambojas, Shakas, Paradas, Pahlvas, Chinas, Kira- 
tas, Dafadas, and Khashas due to their gradual ignorance of 
the religious rites and their disassociation with the Brahma- 
nas came to be known as ‘Vrishalas’ (Shudras). 

(2) That in fact B ana by putting < Gurjara-prajagarah , 
along with ‘Huna-harina-KesarP and ‘Sindhuraja- Jvaro’ 3 
mentions only the inhabitants of the Gurjara country, hence it 
is not advisable to drag there the Gurjaras or the Khazars of 
the foreign origin. Further the migration of the Khazars in 
India has not yet been proved by the historians. 

1 In an another type of this king’s coins the Pahlv! legend runs as below — 

Saf varsu Taf (Shri Vasudeva) Vahmana X Multan Malka, 

2. Manusmriti, Adhaya 10 

3 Harsbachanfca, XJohcbhvasa 2, p. 243, 
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(3) That the adjective (Gurjara) used in the Rajor ins- 
cription is not meant to denote the Pratiharas as belonging 
to the Gurjara clan but simply as the inhabitants or the rulers 
of the province. At that time a large part of Rajputana was 
called Gurjaratra 1 or Gujrat and its capital was Bhinmal. 2 
It is also probable that the mention of the residential province, 
in the records of the Pratiharas of Bhinmal, was meant to dis- 
tinguish them from the Pratiharas who went to Kannauj. 

The Pratiharas after defeating the Chavadas 3 established 
their kingdom at Bhinmal. They then extended their sway 
up to Bharoch as is evident from the copper grant, dated V.S. 
813 (756 A.D. ; of Bhartrivaddha, a feudatory of Nagabhata I 
(Nagavaloka). Further at the close of the 8th century A. D. 
they conquered Kannauj and made it their new capital. Under 
these circumstances, we see no reason to wonder if, in the 
records of Rashtrakutas and those of the Arab travellers, 
they are designated as Gurjareshvaras or Juzr respectively. 

(4) That firstly the migration of the Khazars to India is 
not proved by the known history ; secondly in the copper 
grant 4 of Gurjara king Jayabhata III of Bharoch, dated 
Kalaehuri Samvat 456 (762 V.S.=705 A.D.) the Gujaras are 
said to have been descended from Maharaja Karna ; and third- 
ly Hiuen-Tsang, the well-known Chinese pilgrim, who came to 
India in the first half of the seventh century A.D. had stated 
that the rulers of Bhinmal, the capital of Gurjara country, 
and that of Valabhl, were Kshatriyas. 

The Badagujaras are also Kshatriyas as they make their 
matrimonial alliances only with other pure Kshatriyas. 5 


1 Copper grant of Pratihara Bhojadeva, dated V S 900 ( Epigraphia Indica, Vol V, p 211). 

2 Hiuen Tsang’s travels 

3 Some people are of opinion that the Chavadas too were Gurjaras But the copper grant 
dated Kalachun Samvat 490 (796 V S.—739 A D ) ofChalukja (Solanki) Pulakeshiraja of Lata 
states — 

This shows that at that time the Gurjaras and Chavadas (Chapdtkatas) were considered aa 
belonging to the two different clans 

Bombay Gazetteer, Vol. I, part I, p 109 

4 Indian Antiquary, Vol XIH, p 77. 

5 Though m the olden tames ‘ Anuloma vivahas ’ (Marriage of higher * Varna ’ males with 
the lower Varna females) were prevalent among Brahmanas, Kshatnyas and Vaishyas, yet later 
this was disallowed To support this we quote here from the writings of Megasthenese who visited 
India in the 3rd century B.C. 

* No one is allowed to marry out of his own caste or to exchange one profession or trade for 
no tber.’ . 

Ancient India (Megasthenese & Arrian), Me, Crindle, pp,85-86, 
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(5) That the opinions of the scholars differ much on this 
point. General Cunningham takes this ‘Vasudeva’ of the 
aforesaid coins to be a Huna. While Mr. Rapson considers 
him a Sassanian. Similarly some historians presume that 
the 'second word of the Nagari legend of the coins is ‘Chaha- 
mana’ while others read it as ‘Vahmana’. 

Moreover the time of Chahamana Vasudeva as given by 
Rajashekhara Suri in the genealogy, attached to his Trabandha- 
kosha’ 1 is V.S. 608 (551 A.D.), but the period fixed for the 
aforesaid coins by scholars is V.S. 684 (627 A. D.) 

We learn from the history that Guvaka I was the seventh 
descendant of Vasudeva. The inscription, dated V.S. 1013, 
found at Harshanath, states that Guvaka due to his chivalrous 
nature acquired the title of a ‘Knight’ at the court of Nagava 
loka. In the inscription of Chauhana Bhartrivriddha, dated 
V.S. 813 (756 A.D.), he (Bhartrivriddha) is said to have been 
a feudatory of Nagavaloka. This shows that Bhartrivriddha 
and Nagavaloka were contemporaries and lived about V.S. 813. 
Now if we deduct 25 years for each ruling prince (i.e. 200 
years for 8 kings), the time of the beginning of the reign of 
Vasudeva comes near to the period fixed in ‘Prabandhakosha.’ 

Further the kingdom of the Chauhanas was first establish- 
ed not in Sind or Multan but at Ahichchhatrapura, where- 
from they proceeded to Shakambhari (Sambhar). General 
Cunningham, on the basis of the description of Ahichchhatra- 
pura found in the travels of the aforesaid Chinese pilgrim, 
locates this town near Ramnagar about 20 miles west of Bare- 
illy. 2 According to ‘Mahabharata’ this Ahichchhatrapura was 
the capital of north Panchala country. 

Moreover the scholars, instead of accepting the word 
‘Sapadalakshan’ on the coins is to mean a Himalayan tract 

Hiuen Tsang, the Chinese pilgrim w ho came to India m the first half of the 7th century 
A.D. wnfces — 

f The members of a caste marr} r within the caste, the great and the obscure keeping 
apart . . 

Yuan Chwang (by Thomas Watters), Vo). I, p. 168 

Further the children born of the occasional 1 Anuloma vivahas’ were considered as belonging 
to the mother’s ‘ Varna ’ (caste). For instance- the children of Rathod Mufaan who were bom of 
his Kshatnya wife were called as Muhanot Kshatnyas, while those born of the Vaishya wife were 
considered as Muhanot Vaiehyas 

1. This Kosha (Dictionary) was compiled in 1405 V.S. (1349 A.D ). 

2 In the eastern part of Rohilkhand. 

Yuan Chawang (by Thomas Watters), Vol 1, p. 332 and Ancient Geography of India, p. 359 
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containing 125 thousand peaks or ranges, think that it has here 
been used for a tract containing 125 thousand villages. 1 The 
country ruled by Chauhanas, which included the provinces of 
Sambhar, Nagaur and Ajmer, etc. is called ‘Savalakh’ even to 
this day. Therefore no one can believe that the Chauhanas 
belonged to the Gurjara race or they migrated towards Raj- 
putana from the Himalaya. 

The same is the position of the Rashtrakutas, Guhils, 
etc. belonging to the other Kshatriya clans. 

Mr. V. A Smith, on his theory of the sudden appearance 
of the Rajputs in the 8th or the 9th century A.D. has advanced 
the theory that they are foreigners and belong to the non- 
Aryan races. 2 But how far he is justified can be ascertained 
from the following facts:— 

(a) That in the 5th century A.D one of the Rajput 
clans known as Rashtrakutas were ruling in the 
Deccan, and at the end of the same century they 
were overthrown by another Rajput clan called 
Solankis (Chalukyas). 

( b ) That the copper grant of Solanki Triloehanapala, 

dated Shaka Samvat 972 (1107 V.S.=1051 A.D.) 
states that before their migration to the Deccan, 
the Rashtrakutas had their sway over Kannauj 3 
and the words Rathika, Ristika, etc. found in the 
edicts of Ashoka prove that the Rashtrakutas 
existed even about 250 B.C. 

(c) That Guhila (Guhadatta) the founder of the 

Guhil clan of Mewar was ruling in the later half 
• • of the sixth century A.D. ; and Bapa Raval, one 

of his descendants was the master of Mewar in 
the first half of the eighth century. A.D. 

1 ‘Skandapurana ’ (which is supposed to be composed m the 9th century A.D.) states that 
there were 1 25,000 villages under Sambhar, Mewar, Karnatak, etc. 

2. Mi V. A Smith considers that the Chandels, the Bathors and the Gabarwals are the 
descendants ot aboriginal tribes like Gonds, Bhars and Kharwars But m fact it is not so For 
Bathors and Gahanyals, please see onr ‘ History of Rashtrakutas ’ and * Bbarata-ke-Prachina 
Rajavamsha, * Vol ill 

The Inscriptions of Chandels state them as * Chandrae amshis ». 

8 HfRFsT ! | 

3GTT ST BUfcPl II $ || 

Indian Antiquary, Vol, XII, p. 201 
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GLORIES OF MARWAR AND THE GLORIOUS RATHORS 


Further is it not strange that simply because the present 
Kshatriya rulers call themselves Rajputs , 1 Mr. V. A. Smith 
and others hold them as the offshoots of non-Aryans? But 
Rajput is a corrupt form of ‘ Rajaputra \ And as the des- 
cendants of the younger sons of the present Rajput rulers 
after a certain number of generations are called ‘Thakurs’ 
and as the younger sons of the chiefs of Oudh or their des- 
cendants use along with their names the title of ‘ Kunvar ’ in 
the like manner it is probable that the younger branches of 
these Kshatriya rulers, to distinguish themselves from the 
ordinary Kshatriyas, might have adopted this title of ‘Raja- 
putra ’. Further in course of time partly due to the increase 
in the number of such ‘ Rajaputras ’ by the rise and fall of 
the several ruling families and partly due to the changes in 
their domestic conditions, this group of Kshatriyas might 
have come to be known as Rajputs, while the ordinary Ksha- 
triyas by adopting different occupations submerged into the 
different clans . 2 

Col. Tod in his History of Rajasthan 3 states that in the 
Mughal army there were one hundred thousands Rathor war- 
riors and we presume that a large number of them was of 
the descendants of Rad Siha, the founder of the Marwar rul- 
ing family This also supports our theory of the increase in 
the number of * Rajaputras \ 

Panini, the famous grammarian, who flourished in the 
t sixth century B.C. has given a rule in his Sanskrit grammer 
named ‘ Ashtadhyayi ’ : 4 

“ pr i » 

In it he has advised the use of an affix called ‘pr’ where 
the multitude of such ‘ Rajaputras ’ is meant. 


* Parashara Smn?- "" ‘ Shabd&kalpadra quoted the following half coup.et from the 

“ usigsr: i »» 

But it 18 not traceable m the printed copy of the said * Smriti’ Hence ,t is poss.ble that some 
one acquainted with modem Ravana Rajputs might have inserted this in the book 

2. The subclans found m the different sub-castes of the people of Rajputana also support it 

3. Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan (edited by Crooke),p 105-106. 

4. Adhyaya 4, Pada 2, Sutra 39. 
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Ashvaghosha, the famous poet of the second century of 
Vikrama era has used this word (Rajaputra) m his poems 
called * Saundarananda Mahakavya ,j : — 

“ nagm: Fracsra: i ” 

The poet Kalidasa had made use of this word in his 
drama called ‘ Malavikagnimitra V 2 

“ ftot rra^ia-gftfcT qgfim drarcmf&q.. I ” 

Bana Bhatta, who wrote his ‘ Harshacharita’ 3 about 620 
A.D. (6 77 V.S.) has also used the word Rajaputra. 

In * Mahabharata ’, 4 the famous Hindu epic, we find 
repeated use of this word for Kshatnyas. — 

uh wmvn am rrajan i 

f?ppr ^ iasniaa ! II R© li 

1 ia ft li li 

Ibna Khurdadba, who in 912 A.D (H.S. 300=V.S. 969) 
wrote his book named ‘Kitabul Masalik-Ul-Mamalik’, 5 states:' — 
There are in all seven clans in India 1 . Sabf ria, 2.Brahma, 
3. Kataria, 4. Sudaria, 5. Baisura, 6. Sandalia, and 7. Lahuda. 

( 1 ) Sabfna. — This is the highest clan from which the 
rulers are selected. 


(2) Kataria.— People of this clan can drink only three 
cups of wine. Their daughters can be married to Brahmanas. 
But the Brahmanas cannot marry their daughters to these 
Katarias. 

These descriptions show that even at that time there were 
two divisions among the Kshatriyas. One was called 
Sabfria— ‘ Sukshatriya ’ or Rajaputra, because the rulers were 
selected from this division and the other was Kataria — ordi- 
nary * Kshatriya The matrimonial alliances of the Brah- 
manas with the daughters of these Katarias undoubtedly 
prove that these Katarias too were of pure Kshatriya blood. 

It is also probable that in the times of the Mohemmadan 
rulers these Rajaputras, having been considered as holding a 
higher status than those ordinary pure Kshatriyas, might 
have been called Rajputs. 


1. Sa'-ga 1, Shldka 18 2. Anka 6, p. 103 

3 ( qfxtcft | ” 


4. Drona Parva, Adhjaya 112 , Shanti Parva, Adhyaya 64, 
6, Elliot’s History of India, Vol. I, pp. 16-17, 


(Uchchbvasa III, p, 241.) 



12 


GLORIES OF MABWAB AMD THE GLORIOUS BA 1'HOK- 


At the time of the census of 1901 A. D., Mr. H. Risley the 
famous ethnologist after examining the straight and thin 
noses, the long skulls, and the tall bodies of the Rajputs, 
had certified that they undoubtedly belonged to the 
Aryan race. 

Now we will consider this problem from another view 
point: — 

According to the aforesaid scholars even if we take it 
for granted that the Rajputs were the descendants of Shakas, 
Kushans and Huns who coming from the north, invaded 
India, the theory of their Aryan descent is not weakened in 
anyway. On the strength of the data found m 'Ramayana’, 
‘Mahabharata’, ‘Smritis’, ‘Puranas’ and recoids, as collected 
by the modern research scholars, it is clear that there was a 
time when the descendants of the Aryans of India m 
their northern conquest acquired the land of Shakas, the 
.Northern Tibet and the lands of Kushans and Huns in the 
Central Asia. 

In this manner several Aryan rulers belonging to the 
solar and the lunar dynasties had founded fresh colonies 
or kingdoms outside India. The mention of the kingdoms 
of the sons of Bharata at Gandhara and that of Praeheta 
to the north of India as well as the conquest of Patala 
(America) by Arjuna are sufficient proofs to support this. 

In the old records also we find a mention of the victory of 
our rulers over ‘ Trivishtapa’ which according to the modern 
historians was the name of Tibet. 

In the records, written in the ‘Kharoshthi’ alphabets 
and unearthed by Dr. Stien in Chinese Turkish tan, the use 
of Prakrit language and the appearance of the Aryan titles 
like Mahanubhava, Maharaja, Bhattaraka, Vamshamani 
show that the place was once colonized by the Aryans. 1 

We give below some specimens of the language used and 
the titles found in the said records : — 

ms% fsrpfctewm i 

In the like manner the images of the Hindu gods and the 
Sanskrit inscriptions found in the islands of Java, Sumatra, 
Borneo, etc. prove that at a time they were also under the 
influence of the Aryans. The traces of ‘ Maya ’ culture 


1 On the basis of these facts the modern scholars call this land by name of Senndia 



uAjpurs 


is 


discovered at America may also be regarded as the remains 
of the past Aryan influence. 

The Chinese called the tract lying between India and 
China by the name of * Shen-tu 11 (1. e. a part of Sindhu ), 1 2 
because it was once under the sway of the Aryans of India. 

Under these circumstances, there should be no hesitation 
in accepting the Shakas, the Kushans, and the Huns, as the 
descendants of the Aryans, who migrated to their respective 
countries. Though as stated above, Manu has called the 
Paundrakas, Chaudras, Dravidas, Kambojas, Yavanas 
Shakas, Paradas, Pahlavas, Chinas, Kiratas, Daradas and 
Khashas as ‘Vrishalas’ or irreligious, simply because they 
migrated to the countries outside India where no Brahmanas 
were available to perform the religious ceremonies, yet he 
himself has accepted their Kshatriya origin. Further we 
cannot give much weight to the word ‘Vrishala’ used by 
Manu as we see that the Brahmanas, due to the jealousy, 
had declared even the Indian provinces of Magadha and 
Kalinga as well as the people living there as unholy, simply 
because the majority of the inhabitants there followed 
Bhuddhism or Jainism. For all these reasons, it is not advis- 
able to consider the Rajputs as descendants of Shakas, Kushans 
or Huns inspite of the proofs adduced to the contrary which 
go to show that even the Shakas, Kushans and Huns were 
the descendants of the Aryans, who migrated to the north 
of India. 

We give below some more facts in support of this theory: — 

Coins struck by the Shaka kings contain the marks of 
Sun, Moon and Ganges The language used in their coins 
and inscriptions is Prakrit . 3 Their names mostly resemble 
the Indian names, as can be judged from the following: — 
Rudrasimha, Svam! Satyasimha, SvamI Rudrasena, etc. 


1. In the time of ‘HanWuOV (apparent!} about 123 B, C.) ‘ ehen-tu * was not far 
fiom the western border of the Chinese empire 

Yuan Ghvrang (by Thomas Watters) Vol I, pp. 133-134. 

This name ( Shen-tu) was given to this country about 4 or 5 hundred years after Aslioka. 
The Romans called this further India as trans Gangetic India 

2. We lerim from the travels of Yuan Clnvang that about 630 A D a Kshatriya king ruled 
at Kapis (Kafinstan). 

Yuan Clnvang (by Thomas Watters), Vol. I, pp. 122—123. 

3 * i 
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GLORIES OF MARWAK AND TIIE GLORIOUS RAXHOfeS 


On the Kushan coins the images of ‘Shiva' and his bull 
or of the King offering sacrifice to the Fire Altar are found. 
The language written on them resembles Prakrita. 1 Their 
titles are also similar to those of the Indian kings as quoted 
below:— 

Maharaja, Rajatiraja (or Rajadhiraja) Ishvara, Mahesh- 
vara and Devaputra. The name of one of the Kushan kings 
was ‘ Vasudeva‘ which is purely an Indian or Aryan name. 

Coins of Huns have the marks of trident and bull. The 
language inscribed on them is Sanskrit, 2 and the titles borne 
by those kings are similar to those of the epithets of the 
Indian kings given below: — 

Vrishadhvaja and Maharaja. 

The name of one Hun king was Mihirkula, who was a 
staunch Shaivite. 

Mention of the Huns among the 36 clans of the Kshat- 
riyas is found in the * Kumarapalaeharita ’ which was 
composed in the 13th century of the Vikrama era and the 
author of ‘ Rajatarangini ’ also enumerates the Kshatriya 
clans as 36. 

Col. Tod comparing the similarity of some of the customs 
among the Rajputs and the Scythians opines that both of 
them belonged to the same non-Aryan race of Scythians or 
Shakas. But this supposition is quite unwarranted for 
we have already cited some facts to show that even the Shakas 
themselves were Aryans. And therefore it is not strange if 
some of the customs of the Rajputs and the Scythians are 
similar. 

Before concluding this paper we wish to crave the atten- 
tion of those'scholars to this subject who consider the present 
Rajput rulers as non-Aryans and express the hope that if 
they think their opinion to be well-founded they will be 
pleased to let us know how and when those old Kshatriya 
clans, who ruled in India for a considerable period, 
disappeared from the surface of the earth ? 

( 1 ) If they think that due to the acceptance of Buddhism 
or J ainism those Kshatriyas lost their caste distinction we 
are not prepared to believe this because the Lichchhavis 
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of Vaishali and the Rashtrakuta king Amdghavarsha I of the 
Deccan who followed Buddhism and Jainism respectively, 
retained their ‘Varna' or caste distinction unmolested. 

(2) If they are of opinion that foreign invaders totally 
destroyed the Kshatriyas, this is also far away from the 
truth, because after the death of the Hun king Mihirkula in 
542 A.D. (V. S. 599) India was free from any effective foreign 
invasion for about 475 years 1 (or up to the conquest of the 
Punjab by Mehmud of Ghazni), while the records 2 of the 
Lichchhavi Kshatriyas prove that they were ruling in India 
up to 754 A. D. (811 V. S.) . 

There are some people who quote the following sentence 
from the ‘Parashara Smriti > :— ‘ qrerrei grara r: feufo: ’ and try to 
prove that according to this in'Kaliyuga’ or m the fourth 
and the last circle of the Hindus, there remain only two 
‘Varnas’, the Brahmanas and the Shudras. But taking all 
the facts given above into consideration this theory too 
becomes unacceptable. 

1 Though the Arab invaders took Sind m the eighth century A D, yet all the other 
provinces of India were free from their influence. 

2 Indian Antiquary, Vol IX, pp 163 and 167. 



2. The Early Rashtrakuias of the Deccan and the present 

Mysore State 

/Dead at the eighth All India Onental Conscience, held at Mysore vn December 1935 A D , 
and published m Journal of Indian History , Vol XV I, Pt 3 , (December 1937 . A D ) 

pp 253-258] 

Before the re-establishment of the Rashtrakuta kingdom 
in the Deccan, the north-eastern part of the present Mysore 
State was under the Pallavas of Ranchi, and, as a branch of 
these Pallavas was called ‘Nolamba,’ the modern Chitaldroog 
district of the Mysore State came to be known as Nolambavadi. 

The north-western part or the present Shimoga district of 
the state was ruled by the Kadambas, whose capital was 
Banavasi. 

The rest of the territory of the present Mysore State was 
governed by the Gangas, and was known as Gangavadi. The 
surname previously used by the rulers of this dynasty was 
“ Kongunivarma ”, but after the victory of Shripurusha over 
the Pallavas, in the latter half of the eighth century A.D., he 
(Shripurusha) and subsequent rulers bore the title of “Perama- 
nadi ” which had been used by the Pallavas. 

About A.D. 550 the Chalukya chief Pulakesin I establish- 
ed his capital at Vatapi (modern Badami) and in course of 
time subdued the Pallavas of Ranchi. His son Kirtivarman I 
extending his sway conquered the Radambas. 

About A.D. 615 this Chalukya dynasty was divided into 
the western and the eastern Chalukyas, and about A.D. 750 the 
Rashtrakuta chief Dantivarman (Dantidurga II) , after defeat- 
ing the western Chalukya king Kirtivarman II re-established 
the lost Rashtrakuta kingdom in the Deccan. The eastern— 
Chalukyas, whose capital was Vengl remained constantly 
hostile to it. 



EABty RASHTKAKUTAS OF THE DEOCAY A. PHE MYSORE STATE 11 

The Samangarh plate 1 of Shaka Saravat 675 (A.D. 753) 
states : 

qr T^T ' - - 

«BT3£fcf &<«W>U 

#i: *t: sis*rr tsutr [ K* ] > 

i.e. he [Rashtrakuta Dantivarman (Dantidurg II) ] after 
defeating Vallabha (Chalukya Kirtivarman II) , subdued the 
Pallavas of Kanchi and some other rulers of the Deccan. The 
inscription 2 of Dashavatara temple of Ellora also testifies to 
his victory over the Pallavas of Kanchi. 

The Navasari grant 1 of Shaka Samvat 836 (A.D. 914) 

contains : — 

77JEFTF: #Ttr J^ET: 


i.e. Dantidurga II, (on his return from the conquest of the 
Central Provinces) again marched to Kanchi (as the Pallava 
king had made a futile attempt to regain his lost freedom). 


Thus a large part of the north-western and the north- 
eastern districts of the modern Mysore State came under the 
influence of the Rashtrakutas. 


nwnn: 

of the Talegaon plate 4 of Shaka Samvat 690 (AD. 768) which 
was issued from Manne, a town in Gangavadi (Mysore)- 
undoubtedly proves that, at that time, the Rashtrakuta king 
Krishnaraja I, who was successfully leading an expedition 
against the Ganga king, (probably Shripurusha) was encamped 
there (at Manne). 

The Radhanpur grant 5 of Shaka Samvat 730 (A.D. 808) 
states: — 




If ’esrftaifaftsr erict: [ $ ] 

* * % % 


ETP^fPi?ncq^n^ 


1' ' Indian Antiquary, Vol XI. p. ill. 

2. Archaeological Survey of India, Vol V, p 87 

3 Epigraphia Indica, Vol IX,p.21. 

*• Epigraphia Indica, Vol. XIII, p, 275 
5. Epigraphia Indica, Vol. VI, p. 242, 
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• p the Rashtrakuta king Dhruvaraja imprisoned the Ganga 

king (probably Shivamara) and obtained some elephants from 

the Pallava king of Kanchi. 

After this Dhruvaraja appointed his son Stambha as the 
governor of Gangavadl. 

We learn from the Pattadakal Plate 1 of Shaka Samvat 726 
(A D 804) that the Rashtrakuta king Govindaraja III defeat- 
ed Dantiga (Pallava Dantivarman) of Kanchi. 

The Radhanpur grant 2 mentioned above further states:— 

.. »* • •• • 

vrfiTmfa mim i 

qicrsr €1 cioiiscKa# 

firlftnr fifto ^ urn [*«] 

• •• * * ••»*•••♦ 

ci=T^ct: ^rfrstcrrafq gjtfSsifrwrf 

i.e., the Rashtrakuta king Govindaraja III quelled the revolt 
of his brother Stambha (Shauchakhambha 3 — the Governor of 
Gangavadl) and his eleven supporters, and also released the 
Ganga king imprisoned by his father Dhruvaraja. But when 
he too ‘joined the rebels, Govindaraja reimprisoned him 
(annexing the Gangavadl province to the Rashtrakuta king- 
dom). Gbvindaraja also defeated the Pallavas. 

Records 4 found in Chittaldroog district of Mysore State 
show that Chiruponnera of NolambavadI also accepted the 
suzerainty of Govindaraja III. 

It is evident from the Kadab plate 5 of Shaka Samvat 735 
( A.D. 813) that Chakiraja, feudatory of Rashtrakuta Govinda- 
raja III, was the governor of Gangavadl. 

1, Indian Antiquary, V ol. XI, p. 125. 

2 Epigraphs Jndica, Vol VI, p. 242. 

3 grmgrrei sift^wrrfirarHt 

(the Nelmangal plate of Shaka Samvat 724, ( A.D. 8021 EpUrapkia Carnatica, No 61, p 51 ) 

This ^haucbakbambha was pardoned by his brother and was reinstated m the governorship 
of Gangavadl 

4. Emgraobia Oarnatfca, Vol XI, Nos 33-34, 

5. Epigraphia lndica, Vol. IV, p. 340. 


EARLY RAsHTRAKUTAS OP THE DECCAN & THE MYSORE STATE » 

We know from the Baroda grant 1 of Shaka Samvat 757 
(A.D. 835) that Rashtrakuta Karkaraja of Gujrat, suppress- 
ing the revolt, installed Rashtrakuta king Amoghavarsha I on 
his ancestral throne of Manyakheta. But owing to this revolt 
some provinces like GangavadI, etc. regained their indepen- 
dence. 

The Konnur grant of Shaka Samvat 782 (A.D. 860) 

contains 2 ; 

l [U] 

i.e., Bankeya, a feudatory of the Rashtrakuta king Amogha- 
varsha I, and the governor of BanavasI, defeated the Ganga 
king (perhaps Prithvipati II). 

The Sanjan plate 3 of Shaka Samvat 793 (A.D. 871) states:— 
5J^c5iC5fq , l5C[?-5igtfe^^[: <TgSfJ^ 

i.e., Amoghavarsha I imprisoned the Ganga king and the 
Pallavas were also afraid of him. 

We learn from the records of the Rashtrakutas that 
Krishnaraja II the son of Amoghavarsha! had also fought 
against the Gangas and the Nolambas. 

The Deoli grant 4 of Shaka Samvat 862 (A.D. 940) 
contains: — ' 

sftegft 5 * tel 3$R ^cHTcTSS^ 3$ II RR || 

qTS^cT SRl^ 

^tsipScreiJiT Htalfor n rb ii 

Tftfrf5rHn%nqg^RqMrn9tvT i 

i.e., the Rashtrakuta king Krishnaraja III killed Dantiga 
and Vappuka, and deposing Rachamalla installed (his own 
brother-in-law, Satyavakya Kongunivarma Peramanacli) 
Bhutuga II (of the western Ganga dynasty) on the throne of 
GangavadI. He also defeated the Pallava chief Antiga. 

1. Indian Antiquary, Vol XIV, p, 199 " ‘~ T ~~ — — 

2. Epiaraphia Jndica, Vol. VT, p 25, 

S. Epigraphm Indict, Vol. XVfll, p. 243-251. 

4. Indian Antiquary, Vol. V, p. 19^, 
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* Scholars presume that Dantiga and Vappuka belonged to 
the Nolamba family and were the feudatories of the western- 
Ganga king Raehamalla. 

We learn from the Atkur inscription 1 of Shaka Samvat 872 
(A.D. 950) that Krishnaraja III, being pleased with Bhutuga 
II, for killing the Chola prince Rajaditya, bestowed upon him 
the districts of Banavasi, etc. (the north-western part of the 
Mysore State). 

The Gundur inscription 2 of Shaka Samvat 896 (A.D. 974) 
shows that at that time the districts of Banavasi, etc., were 
ruled by Nolambantaka Marasimha II, who was the son of 
Bhutuga II. 

Some more names of the feudatories of the Rashtrakutas 
like Kalavittarasa and Shankaraganda can be quoted here who 
governed the Banavasi district. 


This Rashtrakuta kingdom of the Deccan lasted for 
about 225 years, and was put an end to by the Chalukya king 
Tailapa II, who defeated the Rashtrakuta king Karkaraja II 
at about 973 A.D. But the inscription 3 of Shaka Samvat 904 
(A.D. 982) found at Shravana-Belgola (Hassan District) 
shows that even at that time Rashtrakuta Indraraja IV 
grandson of Rashtrakuta king Krishnaraja III, held sway 
oyer a .part of the Rashtrakuta kingdom. This last known 
ruler of the Deccan Rashtrakuta family died in Shravana 
Belgola in Shaka Samvat 904 (A.D. 982). 

This recital of evidence undoubtedly proves that the 
larger part of the present Mysore State remained, for about 
225 years, under the direct or indirect influence of the early 
- Rashtrakutas 4 of the Deccan. 


J. Epigraphia Indica, Vol. II, p. 171 
2 Indian Antiquary, Vol XII, p, 271, 

3. Inscriptions at Shravana Belgola, No. 57 

4, Though the Rashtrakutas were 4 


misrepresentation of the old records and the mflue^e of ^ ^ ’ yefc at thafc fcllne owing to 
» ChnndrftvnriiehT Yadavas. » " Ce ° f tbe Vm6hna ™“ ‘hey were centered 



3. The early Rashtrakutas of the Deccan and the Nizam’s 

Dominions 

(Head at the Tenth All India Oriental Ccmfei ence held at Tirupati tn Mai eh i940 A Dj 

Miraj plates 1 of the Western Chalukya Maharajadhiraja 
'Jayasimha II state. 

II 

i, e. SolankI Jayasimha I by defeating Rashtrakuta Indra the 
son of Krishna and owner of eight hundred elephants re- 
established the lost Vallabha (Chalukya) kingdom in the 
Deccan. 

This shows that up to the end of the fifth century A.D., 
Rashtrakutas were ruling at Latur in the Gulabarga District 
of the Hyderabad Deccan, but were overthrown about 507 A.D. 
(564 V.S.) by SolankI king Jayasimha I, who established his 
capital at VatapI (BadamI) in Bijapur District. 

The Miraj plates further state: — 

T^?OTT%5t: cT5T?JT3T: I 

i.e., in the time of Kirtivarman II son of Vikramaditya (who 
was 9th in descent from Jayasimha I) the SolankI kingdom 
again disappeared. 

This event might have taken place between 747 and 753 
A.D. (805 and 810 V.S.) . 

- In the genealogy of Rashtrakuta kings found in the ins- 
cription 2 of the Dashavatara temple at Ellora, situated in the 
Aurangabad District, the first name which appears is of 
Dantivarman I, perhaps a descendant of Indra referred to 
above, who might have flourished before 593 A.D. (650 V.S.). 

1 Indian Antiquary, Vol VIII, p 12* — 

2 Archaeological survey report of Western India, VoL V, p 87* 
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We learn from the inscription 1 , dated Shaka Samvat 556 
(634 A.D.— 691 V.S.) of Chalukya Pulkeshin II that— 

sraiH- 

i.e., at the time of Pulakeshin II Rashtrakuta Govindaraja I 
(the grand-son of Dantivarman I) with the aid of his allies 
attempted to regain the lost ancestral kingdom. But as he 
could not succeed he concluded peace. 

Between 748 and 753 A.D. (804 and 810 V.S.) Danti- 
varman (Dantidurga) II, the great grandson of Govinda I, 
defeated (the western Chalukya King) SolankI Kirtivarman II, 
took possession of VatapI (Badami) the northern part of his 
kingdom and re-established the Rashtrakuta rule in the 
Deccan. 

A copper grant 2 of Shaka Samvat 675 (753 A.D.=810 V.S.) 
found at Samangad (Kolhapur) also supports this. It 
states: — 



qt erg* srofe 

fa i 



m ^ir fsmrc n 

i.e., the elephants of Dantivarman II reached up to the rivers 
Mahl, Mahanadi and Narbada (This shows that he invaded 
Gujrat, Malwa and Orrisa successfully). Further after 
defeating Vallabha (the western Chalukya king Kirtivarman 
II) he assumed the title of Rajadhiraja and Parameshvara 
and taking with himself a small cavalry defeated the powerful 
Karnatik army, which had won victories over the kings of 
.Kanchi (Conjeveram), Kerala (Malabar coast, including 
modern Travancore and Cochin States), Chola (Coromandal 
coast) and Pandya (further south west of the Coromandal 
coast) as well as over king Harsha of Kanauj and Vajrata. 


1. Epigrapbia Indica, Vol* VI, p. 5-8 

2. Indian Antiquary, Vol. XI, p. Ill, 
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The Karnatik army referred to was the army of the 
Ghalukyas. 

He also defeated the rulers of Kanehi (Pallava rulers of 
Nolamb avadl or Chitaldroog district of Mysore State), Shri- 
shaila (in the Karnul district of Madras), Kalinga (the 
country near the sea coast between the rivers Mahanadi and 
Godavari), Koshala (southern Koshala-Gondwana including 
the eastern portion of the Central Provinces), Malwa 
(Central India), Lata (southern and central Gujrat), Tanka 
and Sandha Bhupa (or Sindh). 

A copper grant 1 of Shaka Samvat 679 (757 A.D.=814 V.S.) 
of Maharaja Dhiraj a Karkaraja II of Gujrat shows that Danti- 
varman II made this Karkaraja, who was his relative, the 
ruler of Lafa (southern and central Gujrat). 

Paithan (Aurangabad District) grant 2 of Govindaraja III, 
dated Shaka Samvat 716 (794 A.D.=85! V.S.) states that he 
(Dantivarman II) extended his sway all over India from 
Rameshwaram in the south to the Himalayas in the north and 
from the western coast to the Eastern coast. 

From the above facts it is evident that Dantivarman 
(Dantidurga) II was a powerful king of south India and his 
dominions extended from the northern borders of Gujrat and 
Malwa to Rameshwaram in the south. 

The famous Kailasa Bhavana (or Shiva temple) of Ellora 
caves in the Aurangabad division of the Nizam's dominions 
was built by Rashtrakuta king Krishnaraja I, the uncle of 
Dantivarman II. This temple is carved out of the rock and is 
famous for its architecture. Here he also constructed a 
“Devakula” known after him as “ Kanneshvara ” where 
many scholars used to live. 

It is evident from the Talegaon grant 3 of Shaka Samvat 
690 (768 A.D.=825 V.S.) that he (Krishnaraja I) invaded the 
country ruled by Ganga king (or the south-eastern and south- 
western part of Mysore State). 

It is stated in the Alas plates 4 of Shaka Samvat 692 (770 
A.D.=827 V.S.) of Govindaraja II, that when he (Govinda 
raja) was encamped near the confluence of the rivers Krishna, 

1. Journal of Bengal Asiatic Society, VoL XVI, p 106 — ~ 

2. Epigraphia Indica, Vol, III, p. 105 

Epigraphia Indica, Vol XIII, p, 275 

4* Epigraphia Indica, Vo). VI, p„ 209, 
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Vena and Musi, the king of Vengi 1 (the eastern Chalukya 
king) acknowledged his supremacy. A large part of this 
Vengi-Mandal comprises the south-eastern.' districts of 
Nizam’s dominions. 

We learn from the copper grant 2 of Begunlrathat Dhruva-' 
raja, the younger brother of Govindaraja II had seized a J 
canopy from the king of Northern Koshala ( AyodhyS,). 

He also defeated the Pallavaking of Kanchl (Conjeveram-, 
or Nolambavad!) , imprisoned Ganga king of Chera~(Coimba- : 
tore or Gangavadi) and attacking Padihar ruler Vatsaraja 
drove him towards Bhlnmal (Marwar). 

The copper grants 3 of Shaka Samvat 730 (808 A.-D.=865 
V.S.) of Govindaraja III(the son of Dhruvaraja) show that 
he released and reimprisoned the king of Chera ( Coimbatore 
or Gangavadi), attacked Gujrat and conquered Malwa. After 
subjugating Marasharva on his invasion of Vindhyachala he 
camped at Shrl Bhavana (Malkhed) till the end of the rains. 
On the advent of winter he advanced towards 'the river Tunga- 
bhadra (which is the southern boundary of the Nizam’s 
dominions) and defeated the Pallava king Dantivarman of 
Kanchl (Conjeveram or NolambavadI). Later in obedience to 
his command the king of Vengi, probably Vijayaditya II of 
the Eastern Chalukya dynasty, attended his court and acknow- 
ledged his supremacy. 

As his expedition up to the Tungabhadra is mentioned in 
the grant 4 of Shaka Samvat 726 (804 A.D.=86i V.S.) it is 
obvious that some of the events took place before this year. 

We learn from his copper plate 5 of Shaka Samvat 735 (813 
A.D.=870 V.S.)of Torkhede(Khandesh Distriet)that he having 
conquered Lata-the central and southern part of Gujrat - made 
it over to his younger brother Indraraja who founded the 
second branch of the Rashtrakuta kings of Gujrat. 

Prom the above facts, it is quite clear that he was a 
powerful king of the south, ruling over the tract lying 
between the ‘rivers Narbada and Tungabhadra, and * his 


1. The district lie3 between the rivers Krishna and tsddawari 

2 Journal of Bombay Asiatic Society, Vol XVIJI, p 261. 

3 Indian Antiquary /Vol XI, p. 157 and Epirgaphia IndiCa, Yol VI, p. 242’ 

4 Indian Antiquary, Vol. XI, p 126. 1j * , > . 

5 Epigrapbia Indica, Vol. Ill, p. 54. 
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commands were obeyed by the kings of Vindhya or Malwa in 
the north to Kanehi (Conjeveram or Nolambavadi) in the south. 

Nilgund inscription 1 of Shaka Samvat 788 (866 A. D. =923 
V.S.) points out his victories over Kerala (Malabar coast) , 
Malava, Gauda (perhaps Northern Bengal), Gurjara and 
Chitrakuta (Chittor). 

We learn from the Radhanpur grant 2 of Shaka Samvat 730 
(808 A.D.=865 V.S.) that he got built the city wall round the 
town or fortress by the eastern Chalukya king of Vengi. Kan- 
harieave- inscription 3 of Shaka Samvat 799(877 A.D.=934 V.S.) 
shows that king Amoghavarsha I, son of Govinda III, being 
pleased with his feudatory Kapardi II of the Shilahara clan 
made over to him the kingdom of Konkan 4 . 

It is known from the Konnur grant 5 of Shaka Samvat 782 
(860. A. D.— 917 V.S.) that at that time Bankeya the feudatory 
of Amoghavarsha I was the Governor of Banavasi (Shimog 
District of Mysore) and at the desire of this king he invaded 
Gangavadi successfully. 

The Shaka Samvat 793 (871 A.D.=928 V.S.) grant of Sanjan 
states that mobilisation of Amoghavarsha’ s army struck 
terror-in the hearts of the kings of Kerala (Malabar coast), 
Chola* (Coromandal coast), Pandya (further south-west of 
Coromandal coast), Kalinga (the country between the Maha- 
nadl and the Godavari on the border of the sea), Magadha 
(Bihar) and the Pallavas of Kanehl (Conjeveram.) 

We learn from the Sirur grant 6 of Shaka Samvat 7 88 (866 
A.D.— 923 V.S.) that the rulers of Anga (the country about 
Bhagalpur including Monghyr), Banga (Bengal) Malava 
(Central India) and Vengi (the tract lying between the 
Krishna and the Godavari or south-eastern part of Hyderabad- 
Deccan)' acknowledged his superiority. There may be some 
exaggeration in this statement. 


3. Epigraphia Indica, Vol. VI, p, 102. 

2. Epigraphia Indica, Vol. VI, p, 242. 

3. Indian Antiquary, Vol. XIII, p. 135 

4. Its capital was Tana It denotes the whole strip of land between the Western Ghats and 

the Arabian sea. 

5. Epigraphia Indica, Vol. VI, p 25 

6 .Epigraphia Indica, Vol. VII, p. 203, 4 
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He shifted his capital perhaps from Nasik or Latalur to 
Manyakheta (Malkhed) 90 miles to the south east of Sholapur 
in the Nizam’s dominions. 

We learn from the Rashtrakuta grants that Krishnaraja 
II, the son of Amoghavarsha I, also conquered Andhra (the 
country between the rivers Godavari and Krishna including 
the districts of Krishna) , Banga, Kalinga, Magadha, Gurjar 
and Gauda and annexed the province of Lata. 

He also fought against the Gangas, the Nolambas and the 
eastern Chalukyas. 

We learn from the Begumra copper grant 1 of Shaka Sam- 
vat 836 (915 A.D.=972 V.S.) that Indraraja III, the grandson 
of Krishnaraja II, moved from Manyakheta to Kurundaka for 
his coronation. This Kurundaka was situated at the junction 
of the rivers Krishna and Panchaganga. It also states that 
Indra III devastated Meru perhaps Mahodaya or Kanauj. 

Karhad plates 2 of Shaka Samvat 880 (958 A.D.=I015 
V.S.) indicate that Krishnaraja III, the nephew of Indraraja 
III, while subduing the south, laid waste the province of Chola 
( Coromandal coast, perhaps the capital of which at that time 
was Tanjore), conquered the territory of Pandya (further 
south-west of Coromandal coast) and Chera (Coimbatore), 
subjugated the king of Ceylon and erected a monumental 
tower at Rameshvaram to commemorate these victories. The 
invasion of Chola country (Coromandal coast) probably took 
place in 947 A.D. (1004 V.S.). He also defeated Haihaya 
(Kalachuri) king Sahasrarjuna. “Yashastilaka Champu”, a 
poem completed in Shaka Samvat 881 (959 A.D.=1016 V.S.), 
by Somadeva also praises his victories over Chera, Chola 
Pandya and Simhala. 

Further he awarded the district of Banavasi to Bhutuga 
II (his own brother-in r law) whom he first installed in place 
of western Ganga king Rachamalla I at Gangavadl. He also 
defeated king Anniga of Pallava dynasty and killed king 
Dantiga of Kanchi. 


1, Epigraphia Inchca, Vol. IX, p. 29 

2 Epigraphia Indica, Vol IV, p, 28I r 
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He was also a powerful ruler and Ills territory extended 
beyond the Ganges in the north. 

Udavapur (.Gwalior) inscription! „f Pamirs Udayaditya 
noints out that at the time of Khottigadeva the younger bro- 
ther of Krishnaraja III, Shri Harsha (Slyaka II) of Malwa 
invaded his capital. 


‘Paiyalachchhl Namamala’ of Dhanapala states that in 972 
A.D. (1029 V.S.) the king of Malwa plundered the city of 
Manyakheta (Malkhed). 


After this event the great power of the Rashtrakutas of 
the Deccan began to decline, and at the time of Karkaraja II, 
the nephew of Khottiga, SolankI Tailapa II, attacked their 
kingdom and re-established the Chalukya kingdom at Kalyani 
after 973 A.D. (1030 V.S.) . 


The Kharepatan copper grant 1 2 states. 

WtU 5TnTS3‘. I 
srrcftr srsu^ffcr srarrafaRriaisRr: li 
grft % 1 

i,e., the powerful king Karkaraja II was the nephew of 
Khottigadeva and after defeating him, Tailapa usurped his 
kingdom. 

Vikramankadevacharita 3 of Bilhana also supports the 
above statement. It states:— 

H&q q^tfs^sh'iTisrnw II 

i.e., the state passed on the Chalukya king Tailapa (II), the 
destroyer of the Rashtrakuta kings, who were a menace to 
the world. 


Here the adjective used for the Rashtrakuta kings shows 
that they were very powerful kings and all other rulers were 
afraid of their invasion. This fact is also supported by the 
writings of the contemporary Arab writers, like Sulaiman, 
Abuzaldul Hasan, Ibn-Khurdadba, Almasudi, A1 Istakhari 
and Ibn Haukal, who considered these Rashtrakuta rulers of 
Malkhed eminent and most powerful kings as their supremacy 


1. Journal of Bengal Asiatic Society, Vol. IX, p. 549 

2. Epigrapbia Indica, Vol. Ill, p 297. 

3. S&rga I, stanza 69. 
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was acknowledged by all the other rulers of India who came 
in touch with them. 

After this we. find mention of only one more Rashtrakuta 
king named Indraraja IV, a grand son of Rashtrakuta king 
Krishnaraja III, who died in 982 1 A.D. (S039 V.S.) 

This summary of the History of the Rashtrakutas of 
Malkhed shows that the kingdom established, by Rashtrakuta 
king Dantivarman (Dantidurga) II by defeating SolankI 
(Chalukya) king Kirtivarman II, between 748 and 753 A.D. 
(804 and 810 V.S.) lasted for about 225 years and nearly the 
whole of the Deccan including the present dominions of His 
Exalted Highness the Nizam as well as Trivendrumand Cochin 
etc., went under direct or indirect sway of the rulers of this 
dynasty. 

In conclusion, I may add that a small village named Jas- 
wantpura comprising of 1459 Bighas of land in the Auranga- 
bad district of the Nizam’s dominions is still held by the 
Rathor rulers of Jodhpur. It was founded by Maharaja 
Jaswantsingh I of Jodhpur in about 1667 A. D. when he was 
sent by the Emperor Aurangzeb to subdue the well known 
Mahratta ruler Shiva ji. 


I. Epigraphia Indica, Vol. IV\ p. 182. 



4. False statements about king Jayachandra and Rao Siha. 

(Head at the Fifth All India Oriental Conference , held at Lahore , m November 1928 and 
published %n Indian Antiquai y, Vol LIX, (January 1930 A D)pp. 6—9 as icell as 
m the Uxstory of Rashtrakutas, pp 131-143.) 

Jayachandra, king of Kanauj has often been accused of 
having caused the downfall of the last Hindu kingdom in 
Northern India. His grandson Rao Siha also has been accused 
of having usurped Pali, by treacherously murdering the Palli- 
val Brahmans of that place. No reasons are, however, offered 
for these suppositions, but the only argument resorted to by 
these critics is that these stories are handed down from gene- 
ration tor generation or that they are so mentioned, in the 
Prithvlraj Raso and in Tod’s Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan. 

' In fact, none has yet taken the trouble of investigating the 
truth or otherwise of the problem. For the consideration of 
scholars I lay down my views on the subject here. The brief 
story of the Prithvlraj Raso may be told as follows. 

Once Kamdhaj Raya, with the assistance of king Vijayapal 
Rathor, of Kanauj invaded Delhi. At this, Tunvar Anangpal, 
king of Delhi, requested king Someshvara Chauhan of Ajmer for 
help. Someshvara thereupon marched with all his forces and 
■ joined Anangpal. A battle was fought in which the latter won 
a victory, and the hostile forces retreated. As a mark of grati- 
• tude for this timely succour, Anangpal married his younger 
daughter Kamalavatx to Someshvara and simultaneously his 
another daughter 1 to Vijayapal of Kanauj. 

In V.S. 1115 Kamalavati gave birth to Prithvlraja. Once 
Nahad Rao, king of Mandor, had paid a visit to king Anang- 
pal of Delhi, and beholding the handsome features of prince 
Prithvlraja there, he declared his intention to marry his 


1* Jayachandra Was born to this lady 
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daughter to him. But later he abandoned the idea. On this 
Prithviraja invaded Mandor in about V.S. 1129, and having 
defeated Nahad Rao, took his daughter in marriage. Later, 
in V.S. 1138, Anangpal, disregarding the right of his elder 
daughter’s son Jayaehandra, made over the kingdom of Delhi 
to Prithviraja. Subsequently Prithviraja having abducted 
the daughter of the Yadava king, Bhan of Deogiri, who was 
engaged to Virachandra, nephew of Jayaehandra, the armies 
of Prithviraja and Jayaehandra had to meet on the battlefield. 
Sometime after this, Anangpal also invaded Delhi to recapture 
it from Prithviraja, on the complaints of his former subjects 
being now oppressed by Prithviraja’s coercive policy, but he 
did not succeed. 

In V.S. 1144, when Jayaehandra proposed to perform a 
Rajasuya-yajna and the Svayamvara of his daughter Samyogita, 
Prithviraja, considering it inadvisable to confront him, thought 
out another plan to render both the above ceremonies abortive. 
He at first repaired to Khokhandpur where he killed Jaya- 
chandra’s brother, Baluk Raya, and afterwards eloped with 
Samyogita. J ayachandra was therefore obliged to wage war 
against Prithviraja. The latter managed somehow to escape, 
but as many as 64 of his generals were killed and his power 
was almost annihilated. According to the Ras5, Prithviraja 
was 36 years of age when this event took place. So the date of 
the event must be Vikrama-Samvat 1151. 

The bravery of the young general Dhirasen Pundir in the 
struggle with Jayaehandra attracted Prithviraja’s attention, 
and the king favoured him most. At this his veteran generals 
Chamund Raya and others became jealous and carried on 
intrigues with Shihabu’d-din. But Prithviraja, being too 
much engrossed with Samyogita, did not pay any heed to these 
affairs. His government, therefore, gradually showed' signs 
of disintegration. This gave an opportunity to Shihabu’d-din 
to invade Delhi. Prithviraja was obliged to come out with his 
army to meet him. On this occasion Raval Samarsi of 
Mewar, his brother-in-law, had also joined Prithviraja in the 
battle. But due to disorganisation of the army Shihabu’d-din 
eventually won a victory, and Prithviraja was captured and 
taken to Ghazni. Shortly after this, it is related, Shihabu’d- 
din met his death at the hands of Prithviraja at Ghazni, who 
immediately after killed himself. i Shortly after, Rainsi, son 

1 According to The RSao iVithTirajs haddied at an ago of 43, bo the date of this event" 
comes to V.S, 1X58. 
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of Prithviraja, attacked the Mohemniadaiis of Lahore, to 
avenge his father’s death, and drove them . out. Thereupon 
Qutbu’d-din marched against Rains! and killing him in the 
battle that followed, advanced further upon Kanauj. Hearing 
of this Jayachandra also arranged his army to encounter him. 
But in the battle that ensued Jayachandra was killed and the 
Mohemmadans were victorious. 

The above story cannot stand any historical test. The 
Kamdhaj Raya mentioned in it is a fictitious name, in as much 
as we know of no individual of that name in history. Similarly 
the name of Jayaehandra’s father was not Vijayapal, but 
Vijayachandra, who lived not in the beginning of the twelfth 
century of the Vikrama era, but in the first half of the thir- 
teenth century, as is evident from his copper plate grants 1 and 
inscriptions of V.S. 1224 and 1225. Again although the period 
of Anangpal has not yet been precisely ascertained, yet this 
much is certain that Someshvara’s third ancestor Vigraharaja 
(or Visaladeva IV) had acquired possession of Delhi, which is 
borne out by the inscription 2 of V.S. 1220 (1163 A.D.) on the 
pillar of Firoz Shah at Delhi. Under these circumstances we 
do not understand how Someshvara could have gone to Delhi to 
help Anangpal. Moreover, in the Pntfivirajavijctya-Mahakavya, 
which was written in Prithvlraja’s time, the name of Prithvl- 
raja’s mother is mentioned not as Kamalavatl, but as 
KarpuradevI 3 , who is stated to be the daughter not of Tunvar 
Anangpal, but of a king of the Haihaya dynasty (of Tripurl). 
In the Hammira-Mahakavya also, the name of Prithvlraja’s 
mother is mentioned as KarpuradevI. The author of the Raso 
has mentioned the date of the birth of his hero Prithviraja 4 as 
V.S. 1115, but in fact Prithviraj'a should have been born in 
V. S. 1217 (1160 A.D.) or somewhat later, as at the death of 
his father in about V.S. 1236 (1179 A.D.) he was a minor and 
his mother took charge of the administration. 

Let us now consider the tale of Prithviraja having 
married a daughter of Nahad Rao, king of Mandor. This, 
too, is an absurdity, because from an inscription of V.S. 894 of 
king Bauka, who was tenth in descent from this Nahad Rao, 


1. Eaelhom’s Supplement to Northern L^t {Ep Ind , ^o] VIII, Appendix I), p 13. 

2. Epigraphia Indica, \ol XIX, p 218 3 JBAS , 1913, p 275 f 

4 The names of Pptlmraja’s ancestors mentioned m the fiaso appear also to a large extent 

incorrect. 
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wg conclude that the latter must have lived about V.S. 714, i.e,, 
nearly 500 years before Prithvlraja. Sometime between V.S. ' 
1189 and V.S. 1200 the Padihar dynasty of Mandor had ceased' 
to exist, having been overthrown by Chauhan Rayapala, whose 
son Sahajapala ruled at Mandor about V. S. 120 2, as appears 
from his inscription found at Mandor. 1 Besides this,; 
the name of the prime ancestor of the Padihar dynasty of 
Kanauj was also Nagabhata (or Nahad). From the copper 
grant 2 dated V.S. 813 of the Chauhan king, Bhartrivaddha II, 
found at Hansot, it appears that this Nahad lived in -the 
beginning of the ninth century of the Vikram era. Further, 
the first Padihar conqueror of Kanauj, too, was Nagabhata 
(Nahad II,) who was fifth in descent from the aforesaid 
Nahad. He had died in V.S. 890, as appears from the Rrabha- 
vaka-chantra. No fourth Nahad besides these has been heard of 
in the history of India. 

We have already mentioned above V.S. 1217 as the app- 
roximate birth year of Prithvlraja. In such a case it would ■ 
certainly be impossible to assume that Anangpal made over, 
the kingdom of Delhi to Prithvlraja in V.S. 1 138. 

Further, the story of Prithvlraja. having abducted the 
daughter of the Yadava king, Bhan of Deogiri, and of the 
consequent battle between Prithvlraja and Jaya chandra, also 
seems to be spurious. The founder of the city of Deogiri was 
not Bhan, but Bhillam, who had founded the city about V.S. 
1244 (1187 A.D.). Neither does this event find place in the 
history of Bhillam nor does the name Bhan occur in the 
pedigree of the dynasty. Similarly, Vlrachandra, the name of 
a nephew of king Jayachandra, occurs only in the Raso and 
nowhere else. 

We have mentioned above that an ancestor, third from 
Prithvlraja’s father, had acquired possession of Delhi. Thus 
the talk of Tunvar Anangpal’s effort to regain his kingdom 
from Prithvlraja on complaint from his subjects 1 about the 
latter’s high-handedness is an untenable proposition. 

There now remains the affair of the Rajasuya and Svayavi- 
vara ceremonies performed by king Jayachandra. Had 
Jayachandra performed such a grand ceremony as the 

X909-W . 1 S e iS d0riDECnPt,OT Ar*cd. 

2 Ep> Inch, yoI# XII, p 197 » 
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Rajasuya, some mention of it would have been found in the 
inscriptions of that monarch, or in the Rambkamanjan-Natika 
by Nayachandra-suri, of which Jayachandra himself is the 
hero. Fourteen copper plates and two stone inscriptions 1 of 
Jayachandra have been found, the last of which is dated V.S. 
1245 2 (1189 A.D.). Although there are thus as many as 

sixteen epigraphic records belonging to him, not one of them 
contains any reference to his having celebrated a Rajasuya. 

The story of Prithviraja’s elopement with Samyogita seems 
to be a creation of the fertile brain of the author of the Rasa. 
Neither the Pnilmirajamjaya-Mahakavya written in Prithviraja’s 
Lime, nor the Hammim Mahakavya compiled in the last half of the 
fourteenth century of the Vikrma era, 3 makes any mention of 
any such event. To rely on the story under these circums- 
tances is to tread on uncertain ground. The dates 4 of the 
events given in the Raso are alike incorrect. 

The story of Maharaval Samarsimha of Mewar being a 
brother-in-law of Prithvlraja and being killed in the battle 
with Shihabu’d-dln, while helping his brother-in-law Prithvl- 
raja, is also an idle tale. This battle had in fact been fought 
in V.S. 1249, whereas Maharaval SamarsI died in V.S. 1359. 
Under these circumstances, the above statement of the Raso 
cannot be admitted as either true or possible. 

After this, there is the mention of Prithviraja’s son 
Rains!, but in fact the name of Prithviraja’s son was Govinda- 
raja. 5 He being a child, his uncle Hariraja had usurped his 
dominion of 'Ajmer, whereupon Qutbu’d-dln, having defeated 
Hariraja, had protected Govindaraja. 


1 BharatJce-PracJnn Rajvamsha, part III, p, 108-110 

2 Annual report of the Arch Survey of India (1921-22), pp 120-121* 

1. Further there is no trace of SomavamshI Mukundadeva of Katak m the History of that 
period, whose daughter is mentioned as the mother of Samyogita m the Raso 

4 Mr Mohan Lai Vishnu Lnl Pandya had however assumed the dates of the Raso to be based 
on the f Anand VikraniB Sam vat’, which he takes for granted on the basis of the 
According to this the Vikrama Samvats are arrived by adding 91 to the Samvats stated m the Raso 
Thus by adding 91 to the Sanuat 1158, the date of Pnthvlraja’s death arrived at according to the 
Raso, come to 1249 This date alone can be proved to be correct by this method But the 
other dates and the periods assigned to Nahad Bao, etc , still remain quite'nnrehable 

5. Bharat-he-Prachin Ra^vamsa, partl ? page 263, 
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In the end there is the mention of an invasion by Qutbu’d- 
din against Jayachandra, but, according to the Persian histories 
of India, this invasion is said to have been made not after 
Shihabu’d-dln’s death, but in his lifetime, and that he himself 
had taken part in it. He was killed at the hands of the 
Gakkhars or Khakkars in V.S. 1262 ( 1206 A.D. ). Besides, in 
the Persian chronicles there is no mention of Jayachandra’s 
collusion with Shihabu’d-din. 

When all these circumstances are taken into consideration, 
the historical value of the Prithviraja-raso becomes vitiated. 
Besides, even if we accept for a moment the whole story of the 
Rasa as correct, yet nowhere in that work is there any mention 
either of Jayachandra having invited Shihabu’d-din to 
attack Prithvlraja or of his having any other sort of connec- 
tion whatsoever with the Mohemmadan ruler. On the other 
hand, at various places in the Raso we read of Prithviraja’s 
aggressive attacks, his elopement with the princess, his neglect 
of state affairs through his devotion to Samyogita, his proud 
and overbearing behaviour towards his brave and wise general 
Chamund Raya, whom he had sent to prison without any fault 
on his part and his high-handedness which gave rise to the 
complaints of the subjects of a state left as a legacy to him by 
his maternal grandfather. Along with this we also learn 
from the Raso that his unwise steps obliged his own generals 
to conspire with his enemy Sultan Shihabu’d-din. In the 
light of these circumstances readers will be able to judge for 
themselves how far it is just to dub king Jayachandra with 
the title of Vibhishana and thus malign him as a traitor. 

Let us now examine the attack made on Rao Slha, grand- 
son of Maharaja Jayachandra 1 . Colonel James Tod writes:— 

“Herein the land of Kher amidst the sandhills of Luni 
(the salt river of the desert) from which the Gohils were 
expelled, Sihaji planted the standard of the Rathors. 

“At this period a community of Brahmans held the city 
and extensive lands about Pali, from which they were termed 
Pallivals, and being greatly harassed by the incursions of the 
mountaineers, the Mers and the Minas, they called in the aid 
of Sihaji’s band, which readily undertook and executed the 


1 * Annals and antiquities of Bajasthan, vol I, pp, 942—43, 



FALS15 STATEMENTS ABOUT KING JAY ACHANDBA & B AO SIH A 35 

task of rescuing the Brahmans from their depredations.. 
Aware that they would be renewed, they offered Sihaji lands 
to settle amongst them, which he readily accepted. 

“Afterwards he found an opportunity to obtain land by 
putting to death the heads of this community and adding the 
district to his conquests.” 

From this narrative it is evident that before rendering 
aid to these Pallival Brahmans Rao Slha had acquired 
possession of Mehwa and Kherdhar. It does not seem reasonable 
that an adventurer, hankering after land, should have renoun- 
ced possession of these two large districts, merely to content 
himself with a few acres of land granted to him by his 
proteges, the Pallivals. Further, he had not at that time 
enough men with him to look after his possessions of Kher and 
Mehwa as well as for keeping under subjection the Mers and 
Minas of the hilly tracts, who often overran Pali. Besides, 
from the narratives of the old chronicles of Marwar we learn 
that the Pallivals of Pali were a class of rich traders. It is no- 
where recorded that they were masters of the town of Pali; nor 
do we find any mention that Rao Slha had murdered them. In 
the temple of Somnath at Pali there is a stone inscription 1 of 
V.S. 1209 of SolankI Kumarapala, which shows that at that 
time the latter held sway over Pali. It also appears from this 
inscription that one Bahadadeva, a feudatory of Kumarapala, 
ruled over Pali at this time on behalf of Kumarapala. There 
had also been one Alhanadeva, a Chauhan feudatory and 
favourite of king Kumarapala. An inscription dated V. S. 
1209 of Kiradu shows that this Alhanadeva had acquired 
possession of the districts of Kiradu, Radadhara and Shiva by 
the favour of king Kumarapala 2 . 

On the death of Kumarapala about V.S. 1230, his nephew 
Ajayapala succeeded to the throne. From this time the 
power of the Solankis began to decline. Presumably the Minas 
and Mers might have taken advantage of this weakness and 
plundered Pali, which was then one of the richest cities in the 
vicinity. In the inscription dated V.S. 1319 at Sundha of 
Chouhan Chachigadeva it is stated that Udayasimha, father 


1. Indian Culture, Calcutta, vol. II. No. X pp. 186—138, 

2. Epigraphica Indicn, vol. XI. p» 70 
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of Chachigadeva, and great-grand son of the aforesaid Alhari- 
adeva, was master of the districts of Nadol, Jalor, Manddr, 
Bahadmer, Ratnapur, Sanehor, Surachand, Radadhada, Khed, 
Ramsin, and Bhlnmal. Udayasimha is also described in this 
inscription as invincible to the kings of Gujarat 1 . We have 
found four inscriptions of this king ranging from V. S. 1262 to 
V.S.l 306 at Bhlnmal. We conclude therefore that at sometime in 
this period, this Chauhan feudatory might have thrown off the 
yoke of the SolankI kings of Gujarat. At the same time, when 
we consider the geographical position of the above mentioned 
districts, we are led to believe that the city of Pall, too, must 
have passed into the possession of the Chauhans from the 
Solankis. So that at the time of Rao SIha’s arrival /in 
Marwar, such an important city as Pall must have either 
been in possession of the Solankis or the Chauhans. What 
circumstances, then, could have obliged Rao SIha to butcher 
his helpless and trading supplicants of the Brahmans a caste 
so sacred to a Rajput for the possession of Pall? 

Besides this, when finding themselves too weak to ward 
off the marauding incursions of the hill tribes, these Brah- 
mans had themselves applied to Rao SIha for help, and having 
gained experience of his prowess, and having appointed him 
to be their protector, how could they have ever dared to incur 
his wrath by an act of effrontery? 

Thus automatically SIha became master of the city and 
so his interest lay in fostering its trade by conferring favours 
upon its merchants, the Palllval Brahmans, and not in laying 
waste the country by killing these traders, as is supposed bv 
the learned scholar, Colonel Tod. 


1 , Epi. Ind,, yoI, IX, x>. 78, 4G. 



5. The Gahadvals of Kanau|. 


[ From about V. S. 1125 to 1280 {1068 to 1228 A. D.)] 


[ Published in the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland, London 
(January 1932, pp. 1-21) and also included m the History of the Rashtraku^as (pp 113-133 )J 



6. The Rashtrakutas and the Gahadvals. 

[ Bead at the Fifth All India Oriental Conference held at. Lahore in November 1928 A. D. 
and published in the Journal Rojal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland, London 
(January 1930 AD pp. 111-121.) ] 

There is much difference of opinion among historians as 
to the Rashtrakutas and the Gahadvals being indenticak 

Dr. Burnell, observing the Rashtrakutas mentioned as 
Ratta-vamshis in some of their inscriptions, 1 was led to infer 
that they are members of the Reddi tribe. He believed that it 
is the Telugu word Reddi which has been distorted into Ratta. 
In Telugu this epithet is applied to the aboriginal agricul- 
turists of that province. 

Mr. V.A. Smith held that the Gahadvals and Rashtrakutas 
of Upper India, at least, seem to have come from the same 
stock. 2 

For some time they held sway over Kanauj, as appears 
from the copper grant dated Shaka-S. 972 (V.S.l 107=A.D.1051 ) 
of king Trilochanapala of Lata (Gujrat), which contains:— 

stvstt iptPi mem 3 srfcrfcnr I 

( Indian Antiquary, vol. xii, p. 201.) 


1. Researchers of history are well aware that in the inscription of the Rashtrakuta king 
Amoghavarsha I, as also in that of Indra III found at Navasarl, the word “Ratta” only stands 
instead of “Rashtrakuta" to denote the race of these kings, which shows that “Ratta” is another 
form of the word ‘Rashtrakuta." 

% “The Northern Rathors arc offshoots of the Gahadvals.” V. A. Smith, Eartf HttUr y *f 
lndta % (4th Ed.) f p. 429. 
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i.e. “0, Chaulukya ! seek the hand of the daughter of the 
Rashtrakuta king of Kanauj, and produce offspring. ’ 

In an article in the Indian Antiquary , vol. iii, p. 41, Mr.J.W. 
Watson, Political Superintendent, Palanpur, writes that on 
Thursday 1 the Margashirsha Sudi 5 of V. S. 936, the Rathor 
Shripati, king of Kanauj, on the occasion of his accession to the 
throne, made a charitable grant of sixteen villages in North 
Gujrat to the Chibadiya Brahmans. One of those villages, 
named Eta, is still held by the descendants of those Brahmans. 
He also adds that the Mohemmadan historians of Gujrat have 
acknowledged the king of Kanauj to be master of Gujrat. 

In the above grant this Shripati is designated Kanauje- 
shvara, either perhaps as being a member of a Kanauj royal 
family of Rashtrakutas, or because the Rashtrakuta king 
Dhruvaraja II of the southern branch may, after defeating 
king Bhojadeva Padihar of Kanauj, have granted an appanage 
to Shripati’s father, who belonged to a section of Northern 
Rashtrakutas, and on his death this Shripati may have made 
this charitable grant. 

In the Bombay Gazetteer also the village of Eta is stated to 
have been granted by the Rashtrakuta king of Kanauj 
Dr. Fleet also holds that the Rashtrakutas had migrated to 
the South from the North. 

But on this point it may, however, be asked how the 
Rashtrakutas of the Deccan, who are described as Chandra- 
vamshis in their inscriptions, can be considered descendants 
of the Surya-vamsha. My reply to this is that in the first place 
the distinction of Chandra, Surya, and Agni Vamsha, is only a 
Pauranie idea, because in different places the same clan is 
designated as of different lineage. 2 Moreover, if at all the 


1 In fact, Sunday falls on this date 

2 In some inscriptions of the SSlankis ( Chaulukyas ), m the Dmjashraya Ka<vya of 
Hemachandra, and m the Vastupala-Chanta written by Jma [Iarsha Ganm, the Chanlahya race 
is said to have sprung from the Lunar stock But in the V tLramankadeva Char it a , written by 
Bilhana, the origin of the race is held to be from Brahraa, which view is also supported by the 
inscription of the Solankf king Kumarapaladeva 

In the Mount Abu inscription dated V S 1377 of the Chauhan Lumbha the Chauhan 
clan is stated to belong to the Lunar Stock, in the inscription of the time of YTsaladeva IV m 
the Hammtra-Mafmka'vya , and in the ' Prttkvj-rafa~<vtjaya this clan is said to be of the Solar 
stock, while m the Prithvtraj Raso it is mentioned as having sprung from Agm, the Fire God 

Similar is the case of the other clans 
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matter deserves notice, it will be seen that in fact nowhere 
before S. 78 2 are the Rashtrakutas stated to be Chandra- 
vamshls. Further, among the 1,800 silver coins of the 
Rashtrakuta king Krishnaraja I, found at Dhamorl (Amraoti), 
we find the phrase: — 

Here the word alludes to the king’s being of the Surya 

vamsha, because in the documents hitherto discovered Mahaddya 
appears neither as a title nor as a name of his father. Thus 
it doubtless refers to his prime ancestor, the sun. 

Besides this the copper grant dated Shaka-S. 730 (V.S.865= 
A.D. 808) of the Rashtrakuta king Govindaraja III, contains 
the verse: — 

i.e. “just as the Yadava clan became invincible owing to the 
birth of Shri Krishna, in like manner the Rashtrakuta clan also 
became invincible by the birth of this able king.” 

This shows that until this date the Rashtrakuta clan must 
have been considered distinct from the Yadava 1 clan; but later 
on the scribe of the copper grant of king Amoghavarsha I 
dated Shaka-S. 782 (V.S. 917— A.D. 860), probably misinterpret- 
ing the simile in the aforesaid plate of king Gbvindaraja, may 
have taken this king for a Yadu-vamshi. The later writers 
of the subsequent seven grants, as also Halayudha, seems to 
have copied this mistake. 

In the Raddmda-vamsha-Mahakavya, written in Shaka S. 1518 
(V.S. 1 653 =A.D. 1 596), it is stated that a Chandra-vamshi prince 
had been adopted by the Surya-vamshI king of Kanauj 2 and 
that the former was the first prince to be designated Rashtroda. 

1. Tins fact is borne out by the inscription of the Yadava king Bhima, dated V. S. 1442 , 
found at Prabhasa Pattana, which contains the words — 

cFaX 3 ^) 3fo5t0) ft W ^^(^): I 

2. g?i w ssi: | 

Isneiotr n ^ \\ 

eft u iv n 



PR: n u 

urn II n 
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Besides this, it is also possible that in course^ of time 
owing to the influence of Vaishnavism, the Rashtrakutas may 
have been considered Yadu-vamshis. I quote, form stance the 
case of the Gohil house of Bhaunagar (Kathiawar). When, 
in the thirteenth century of the Vikrama era, they had been 
ruling in Marwar, they were considered Surya-vamshis, whereas 
now, owing to their present abode being in the vicinity of 
Dwaraka, they allege themselves to be Chandra-vamshls, as is 
evinced by the following stanza: 

yirer HcRwq srits. 

towu sura utf^wT qqi- 
qrcurc gq Titrsraigv «rat 
% q# %3i m srat li 

A further proof of Vaishnavism influencing the lineage is 
that in the seal of a copper grant, of the sixth century of the 
Vikrama era, of the Rashtrakuta king Abhimanyu, there is an 
image of the goddess Ambika seated on a lion, while in their 
subsequent copper grants Garuda has been substituted. 

Here it may also be asked why, if the Rashtrakutas in 
reality were not Chandra-vamshls, did they themselves allow 
the repetition of a mistake committed by a scribe. In reply 
I beg to say that the royal family of Udaipur is popularly 
styled Surya-vamshI, but the learned Maharana Kumbhakarna 
himself, concurring with the opinion of previous scholars, 
stated in his Rasika-priya (a commentary on the Gitagovmda) 
that the founder of the dynasty was a Brahman: — 

“sffysrqiqq i” 

Next I shall take up the question of the Rashtrakutas and 
the Gahadvals being one and the same. 


sraifcft 3iRn tficRiw err?r fhftstifURra; | 

f$jg ll h 

Wiq# HR WT: HHinf | 

er || II 

U 3 i 5 ie|cf?g clt'liQH: | 

■ 5 T?fa r f 5 T fnht qefcn nu tt 

( srcm eii: ) 
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An inscription of king Lakhanapala 1 has been found at 
Badayun. It is of the thirteenth century A. D. It contains 
the lines:— 



i.e. “Protected by the famous Rashtrakuta kings, the city of 
Badayun is an ornament of the province of Kanauj (Panchala). 
Having conquered his foes by his prowess, Chandra became the 
first king of that place.” 

Similarly, we have found a copper grant of the Gaha<jval 
Chandradeva of V.S.l 148 which contains the lines: — 

i.e. “Chandradeva, son of . Yashdvigraha, became a powerful 
monarch. Having vanquished his enemies with the force of 
his arms, he took the kingdom of Kanauj.” The lineage of 
Chandradeva is not mentioned in this copper grant. But his 
descendants were afterwards known as Gahadvals. 

Comparing both these inscriptions and taking into con- 
sideration the contemporaneousness of the two Chandradevas 
mentioned therein, we conclude that both refer to one and the 
same. Chandradeva, having first taken Badayun, later took 
possession of Kanauj also. After him his eldest son Madana- 
pala ascended the throne of Kanauj, while the younger son 
Vigrahapala received Badayun as a jagir. The Badayun family 
stuck to the original racial name, but the descendants of 
Madanapala, being sovereigns of Gadhipura (another name 
of Kanauj), assumed the title of Gahatfval, just as some 
Rashtrakutas, residents of village Renka of the United 
Provinces, came to be known after it as Renkvals- In the 

1* This Lakhanapala was seventh m descent from Chandra. By assigning twenty years 
to e?ch generation wc arrive at about the same period which is assigned to the Gahatfval 
Chandra of Kanauj. 

in the United Provinces this Lakhsum is generally supposed to be a nephew of kmf 
Jayachandraj and I think that the author of the bas also somewhere in his work 
mentioned him as puch. 
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‘Apabhramsha’ Gahad can easily be a corruption of 
Gadhipura. 

It may also be noted that, when Rao Siha, having severed 
all connections with Kanauj, migrated to Marwar, he at once 
abandoned his surname Gahadval and acknowledged himself 
as simple Rashtrakuta. 

We conclude that, when the power of the Padihars became 
weak owing to the invasion of the Rashtrakuta king,Indraraja 
III of the Deccan, their feudatories began to assume indepen- 
dence. Consequently in about V. S. 1111 some member of the 
Rashtrakuta family, having carved out an independent state of 
Badayun, soon after took possession of Kanauj. Afterwards, 
when Jayachandra was killed and when, shortly after, Shams- 
ud-din began to drive out the Rashtrakutas from that region, 
Jayachandra’s grandson Siha migrated to Marwar vm Mahuvi* 

Certain ruins at Mahuvi (Dist. Farrukhabad) are still 
called SIha-rao-ka-kheda. 

Again, from a copper grant of Rao Dhuhar, grandson of 
Rao Siha, we gather that in his reign a Brahman had brought 
down the idol of their tutelary deity from Kanauj. Similarly, 
in the inscription of V. S. 1686 of Rathor Jagmal, the latter’s 
ancestor Dhuhar is mentioned as Surya-vamshI Kanaujiya 
Rathor. 

Taking all these facts into consideration, we are led to 
believe that in reality the Rashtrakutas and the Gahadvals were 
of the same lineage. Besides this, in the Rajatarangini (written 
in the twelfth century of the Vikrama era) there is a mention 
of thirty-six clans of Kshatriyas, and in the KumarapaLa-chantra 
(written in V. S. 1422), where thirty-six clans are enumerated 
the Rashtrakuta clan is designated “Rat”, while no specific 
mention is made of Gahadvals. 

Again, finding a mention of the name of Gopala and his 
successor Madanapala in a Bauddha inscription of V. S. 1 176 
(A. D. 1118) from Set Maheth, and Gopala being entitled 
therein as “Gadhipuradhipa or ruler of Kanauj, Mr. N. B. 
Sanyal thinks that these two, Gopala and Madana, were the 
ancestors of the aforesaid Rashtrakuta king Lakhanapala of 
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Badayun ; that Gopala had acquired possession of Kanauj in the 
last quarter of the eleventh century of the Christian Era, 
sometime between the overthrow of the Pratihara dynasty of 
Kanauj in A. D. 1020 (V. S. 1077) and the acquisition of that 
kingdom by Gahadval Chandra in almost the last part of the 
eleventh century of the Christian Era, 1 and that Gahadval 
Chandra had seized the kingdom of Kanauj from Gopala, which 
accounts for the title of “Gadhipuradhipa” being affixed in the 
inscription of Set Maheth to the name of Gopala alone, and not 
to that of his son Madana. 

Further, Mr. Sanyal quotes a stanza from the copper grant 
dated Shaka-S. 972 (A. D. 1050= V. S. 1107) of Trilochanapala 
found at Surat, in which there is a mention of the Rashtra- 
kutas having ruled over Kanauj. Mr. Sanyal supports this 
view on the basis of the Set Maheth insciiption. 

In regard to the above opinion the following points deserve 
consideration: — 

There have been found a copper grant of Trilochanapala 
dated A. D. 1027 (V. S. 1084), and also an inscription of 
Yashahpala, dated A. D. 1036 (V. S. 1093), from which we 
conclude that the Pratiharas held sway over Kanauj for some 
time even after this period. Moreover, a stanza in the copper 
grant 1 of the Gahadval Chandra, dated V. S. 1 148 (A. D. 1091), 
found at Cliandravatl, runs as follows:— 

5mr%?TT gicT g ^g g rr fo : n 

From this we understand the Chandra had conquered 
Kanauj long before the date of this inscription. The proposi- 
tions thatChandra had conquered Kanauj in the last part of the 
eleventh century of the Christian Era and that the Rashtrakuta 
Gopala of the Badayun inscrij)tion ruled over Kanauj in the 
last quarter of the eleventh century do not appeal to reason. 

Again in the Badayun inscription it is thus stated about 
Madanapala, successor of Gopala — 

i. e. “under the powerful influence of Madanapala there was 

L hf*$rafbia It'd tea, Vol p 304. 
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no talk even of the Mohemmadans ever attempting an approach 
to the bank of the Ganges.” 

As to this Mr. Sanyal himself thinks that Madanapala may 
have fought with the Mohemmadans as a feudatory general in 
the army of the Gahadval Govindachandra. 

If it were so, it would be more open to question how the 
scribe, who delights in recording even the ordinary act of his 
patron’s forefather Madana in having kept the Mohemmadans 
from the banks of the Ganges, forgot to take notice of such a 
great deed as the conquest of Kanau) by Madana’s predecessor, 
Gopala ? 

Mr. Sanyal holds V- S. 1257 (A. D. 1200) as the probable 
date of the Rashtrakuta Lakhana’s Badayun inscription. This 
Lakhana was seventh in descent from Chandradeva. According 
to the prevalent practice of assigning a period of twenty years 
to each ruler, if we count back HO years from the date Y. S. 
1257, we arrive at V. S. 1117 (A. D. 1060), as the time of 
Chandradeva of Badayun. 

We have found a copper grant of V. S. 1 148 (A. D. 1091) 
of Chandra of Kanauj, referring to his many past conquests 
and ceremonies ; also we know that this Chandra retired from 
the throne in V. S. 1154 (A. D. 1097), having made over the 
kingdom to his son Madana, and died only three years after. 
From these facts we conclude that this Chandra was rather old 
at the time of issuing this copper grant (V. S. 1148 ) ; and this 
is further borne out by the fact that even his son Madana 
having attained old age, retired in V. S. 1 161 (A. D. 1 104), i. e., 
only four years after Chandra’s death, and died in about 
V. S. 1167 (A.D. 1110). 

Hence, to suppose that Chandra of Badayun is identical 
with him of ICanauj would not be improbable. The same 
Chandra, having acquired Badayun, may soon after have 
conquered Kanauj, as has been stated before. 
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In the circumstances, if we presume Gopala of the Se$ 
Maheth inscription to be identical with the one mentioned in 
the Badayun inscription, it may be said that the scribe of the 
former inscription may have affixed the title “ GadhipuradJupa *’ 
to Gopala in consideration of the Badayun family being closely 
related to the Kanauj family. 

In the foregoing we have referred to the copper grant dated 
Shaka-S. 972 (V. S 1 I07=A. D. 1050) of Trilochanapala. This 
inscription has reference to some past, and not to any 
contemporary, Rashtrakutas of Kanauj. It therefore finds no 
support in the Set Maheth inscription. 

Further, is it not strange that, owing to a fancied resemb- 
lance between the names of Yashovigraha and Vigrahapala and 
Mahlchandra and Mahlpala, Dr. Hoernle came to the conclusion 
that the Gahadvals belonged to the Pala Dynasty ? In the first 
place, the names of all the kings of the Pala dynasty ended in 
the termination Pala; secondly, Mahlpala of the Pala dynasty 
was a powerful king, while the Gahadval Mahlchandra was not 
even an independent chief. Thirdly, in all the inscriptions of 
the Pala kings, excepting one of Mahlpala, the dates are given 
in their regnal years, whereas in all the inscriptions of the 
Gahadval kings the Vikrama Samvat is used. Lastly, kings 
Dharmapala and Rajyapala of the Pala Dynasty married the 
daughters of kings Parabala and Tunga respectively of the 
Rashtrakuta dynasty, while, as shown above, the Rashtrakutas 
and Gahadvals were identical. 

Some people hold the Rashtrakutas and the Gahadvals to be 
of distinct origins on the ground of their different Gofras. But 
Vijnaneshvara has clearly said — 


i. e. the Go/ms and I J mvarci < ? of kings accord with those of 
their priests. v 

Accordingly, having shifted their residence from one 
Province to another, they may probably have been required to 

change their Purohitas, and so their Gotras may also have 
changed. 



THE RASIITBAK.UTAS AND THE GAHA]?VALS 


4'/ 

The quotation given below from Ashvaghosha’s Saunda- 
mnanda-Mahakmya will also be sufficient to show that the 
difference in Cro/ra? does not necessarily indicate difference of 
the clans:— 


ssWref wtfct m II rr II 

i. e. “owing to the change of the priest they adopted Gautama’s 
Gotra instead of their previous Kautsa Gotra 

Thus, on giving a careful consideration to the subject, the 
doubts raised against the collateralness of the Rashtralcutas 
and the Gahadvals will be seen to be groundless. 



7. History of the Rashtrakutas and Prof. Majunidar. 1 

[Published m the Journal of Indian History, Madras, (April 1937 AJD )> Vol. XVI, Part I. pp, 19-23 J 

A criticism of my history of Rashtrakutas, by Professor 
R. C. Majumdar of the Dacca University, was published in the 
‘Modern Review’ of May 1934. There the Professor begins as 
under:— 

“The title of the book is somewhat misleading as it is not 
a systematic history of the Rashtrakutas as it professes to be.” 

But can Dr. Majumdar mention the name of a more syste- 
matic history of Rashtrakutas published before the one in 
question ? 

1. Then the Professor refers the Hath! Gumpha and sata- 
vahana inscriptions. But I don’t think they will go against 
the theory that at the time of “Mahabharata” Rashtrakutas 
lived in the Punjab and thence they migrated to the south,. In 
the time of AshSka they were at the north-western part of 
India, Saurashtra and Kalinga, and from these places they 
advanced towards the Deccan. 

This is the only reason that we find mention of the dynasty 
in the edicts of Ashoka found in those provinces as well as in 
the Kharvela inscription, of B. G. 165, of Hathigumpha and in 
the records of Satavahanas on the southern bank of the 
Godavari. 

Sir George A. Grierson in his letter of 13-6-33 writes that 
“There are no less than five dialects in India called “Rath!”, 
and perhaps the most important is that spoken in the eastern 
Punjab. It is described in Volume IX, part I, pp. 610 and 696 
of the ‘Linguistic survey’. I there gave the local explanation 
of the word “RathI” as meaning ruthless but it is quite possibly 
really connected with “Rashtras”.” 


1. Vmjq Chancellor Dacca University, 
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1 . The Professor hesitates to accept- 1 the Rashtrakuta sway 
over Kanauj prior to Chandradeva. But had it not. been so 
how would it have been mentioned in the inscription of SolankT 
Trilochanapala of I068 A.D., as Chandradeva took possession 
of Kanauj after that date. 

3. The article of Pandit Ramkarna mentioned by Dr. 
Majumdar contains only 2 pages devoted to the hypothesis that 
the Gahadvals were a branch of Rashtrakutas while my book 
named ‘Bharata-ke-Prachlna Rajavamsha’, Vol. Ill, published 
in 1925 A.D., contains more proofs in support of the theory. 

m 

4. As regards the association of Gadhipura with the name 
of Gahadval, I may point out that as a branch of Rashtrakutas 
has been called Renkwal for their association with a village 
named Renka and a branch of Chauhans owing to their being 
the masters of “Suvarnagiri”, are known as Sonagara, in the 
like manner if a branch of Rashtrakutas came to be known as 
Gahadval, owing to their association with ‘Gadhipur’, there 
seems no reason to disbelieve it. 

5. As regards the classification of the Rashtrakutas as 
“Suryavamshls”, I have given a number of proofs and have 
illustrated the mistakes committed by old writers. 

Further the Professor writes that “while only six lines 
have been devoted to the art of Rashtrakutas, almost as many 
pages have been devoted to the determination of their gotra and 
Vamsha”. But he should note that the author considered it 
more important to deal fully with their Vamsha than art. 

Going further the learned Professor writes — ‘The penulti- 
mate chapter of the first part entitled — “The Glory, of the early 
Rashtrakutas” betrays the real motive of the author which is 
not so much to write a sober history of the Rashtrakutas as to 
make the present Rathods of Jodhpur shine in the reflected 
glory of the ancient Rashtrakutas.’ 

I think the expression of such views is only due to preju- 
dice, or to ignorance of the facts and to remove this I give 
below the summary of the chapter devoted to the “Glory of the 

1. In this connection, he maj also see Indian' Antiquary’, Vo). HI, p 41, and Bombay 
Gazetteer Vol V, p, 329, * 
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latter Rashtrakutas” in the second volume of the history, at 
present, in press:— 

The Ghosundi inscription 1 of Maharana Rayamal, of 
Mewar, dated V.S. 1561 (1504 A.D.), contains: — 

i.e. Rao Jodha killed the Pathans and Persians by his sword. 

He satisfied his ancestors by freeing the holy city of Gaya 
from the tax, and pleased the scholars by giving a huge quan- 
tity of gold in charity at Kashi (Benares). 

© 

Muhammad Kasim in his “Tarlkh-i-Farishta”, which he 
wrote in V.S. 1671, states 2 :— 

Shershah, at the end of the battle fought with Rao Maldeva’s 
army, abruptly uttered— “Praise be to God by whose grace, 
anyhow, I have achieved the victory, otherwise I would have 
lost the kingdom of Hindustan for a handful of Bajra.” 

Abulfazal in his ‘Akbarnama’ 3 mentions Rao Maldeva as 
the greatest ruler among the Raos and Rajas of the time. 

The author of “Tuzuk-i-Jahanglri 4 ” refers to Rao Maldeva 
holding larger territory and bigger army than Maharana 
Sanga (Sangramsingh I of Mewar). The numerical strength 
of Maldeva’s army is given as 80,000. 

A poet of Rajasthan describes Maharana Pratap and Rao 
Chandrasen, son and successor of Rao Maldeva, as under:— 

srik fogssiR ms for, QRsr % asfar ii 

i.e. Maharana Pratap and Rao Chandrasen were only two 
persons who neither accepted the suzerainty of the Mughal 
emperor nor allowed their horses to be branded with Akbar’s 
mark. 

Besides this Maharana Pratap himself followed the path 
trodden by Rao Chandrasen some ten years back. 


1. Journal Bengal Asiatic Society, Vol 56, part I, No. 2. 

2. Vol. I, chapter 2 V p 228. 

3. Vol. II, p. 180. 

4. Preface, p 7. 
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“Alamglr Nama ” 1 mentions Maharaja Jaswantsmgh I as 
being the greatest of all in power and prestige and a pillai of 
the Mughal empire 

The author of ‘Maasir-ul-Umra ’ 2 writes that this Maharaja 
Jaswantsingh I, due to his largest army and biggest parapher- 
nalia, was the greatest of all the rulers of Hindustan. 

He demolished mosques and built temples 3 in their places 
even in the time of emperor Aurangzeb and the emperor dared 
not lay ‘Jazia’ as long as the Maharaja survived, but was able 
to impose it only after his death . 4 

Maharaja Ajitsingh, the son of Maharaja Jaswant I, joined 
hands with ‘Sayyad’ brothers and massacring emperor Farrukh- 
siyar placed in succession three emperors on the throne of Delhi. 

The chivalry of Rathbd Durgadas is well known to almost 
every Indian,. 

As regards the magnanimity of the Rathors the author of 
‘Sehr-ul-Mutakharin ’ 5 states 

“After fighting for some time when the army of Amir-ul- 

Umra (Zulfi-kar-Jang) was confounded owing to lack of water 
the opponent Rathor army of Maharaja Ramsingh of Marwar 
quenehed'the thirst of his men and horses by supplying water 
freely and then bidding them go unmolested.” 

As regards Maharaja Bakhatsingh Col. Tod writes 6 :— 

“ and but for that one damning crime 7 , he would have 

been handed down to posterity as one of the noblest princes 
Rajwara ever knew.” 


1. P.82. 

2. Vol, UI, p. 60S. 

3. Sarkar’s History o( Aurangzeb, Vol. HI pp 368-369 

4 V. A. Smith’s Oxford History of India, p. 488. 

6. Vol. Ilf, p. 886. 

6 Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan (Ed. by Orooke), Vol. II. p. 1057. 

7, Committed under special circumstances (see Indian Antiquary, Vol. LVII1, pp. 47-51.) 
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The Colonel further states 1 : — 

''The Moghal emperors were indebted for half their 
conquest to the 'Lakh Tarwar Rathoran’, the 1,00,000 swords 
of the Rathors.” 

Further in the recent Great War, besides the help given by 
other Rathor rulers, Maharaja Sumersingh of Jodhpur, aged 
only 16 years, and his grand uncle Maharaja Pratapsingh, aged 
69, laid an example before the princely order by voluntarily 
joining the armies in the field. 

The chivalry shown by the Jodhpur lancers in the eastern 
front, during the Great War, can be judged by the speech 2 of 
Lord Chelmsford, the Viceroy and the Governor-General of 
India, delivered at Jodhpur, wherein he said:— 

"By their exploits at Haifa and in the Jordeu valley they 
recalled the deeds of their ancestors who fought at Tonga, 
Merta and Patan. The reputation which they have gained is 
well worthy of the glorious annals of Marwar.” 

Now I only quote two more events of individual Rathor 
chivalry from Akbarnama. Abulfazal writes: — 

( 1 ) "That when, the army of Akbar invaded, Merta, in thle 
time of Rao Maldeva, Rathor Devidas came out of the fort with 
his four hundred followers, and fought in such' a way against 
the vast army of Mughals that the people who witnessed the 
event forgot the well-known warrior Rustam 3 ”. 

(2) "That when Akbar invaded Chittor Rana Udaisingh 
was obliged to seek shelter in the mountains leaving the res- 
ponsibility of guarding the fort, against the enemy upon the 
shoulders of Rathor Jaimal. And as long as this Rathor 
warrior survived Akbar did not get a chance to capture the fort. 


1. Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan (Ed. by Crooke), Vol. I, pp. 105.106. 

2 . Delivered on 20fcb November. 1920. 

3. Akbarnama, Vol. II, pp, 162, 
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s: 


It only slipped into the hands of the Mughal emperor 1 after 
Jaimal’s death.” 

These few facts, I think, will convince the scholars that 
the Rathors are famous for their chivalry and magnanimity 
and for this they are called — * 

As regards the glorious military exploits of Dhruvaraja 
and Govindaraja III, if the Professor will go through carefully 
the history of these two rulers given in the book his doubts will 
soon be removed. 

In conclusion, scholars will judge for themselves, by the 
words of Dr. Majumdar used m his criticism of the book, how 
far he was prejudiced against the writer, the book and the 
dynasty with which it deals. 


] Akbarnama YoJ II pp 320-321 




APPENDIX B. 


1. Pali inscription of the time of Chalukya (Solanki) 
Kumarpala, dated V.S. 1209 

1 1 ubh^bed in rndinn Culture, Calcutta, Vol II, No I , (1936 A D.) pp. 136-138.) 


This inscription has been inscribed on a pillar, in the 
‘Sabhamandapa’ of the temple of Somnath at Pali, a town, 
situated 40 miles south-east of Jodhpur. It was first noticed 
by Dr. D. R Bhandarkar in the Proceedings of the Royal 
Asiatic Society, WC. 1907-08, p. 45. It is dated the 4th day of 
the dark half of second Jyeshtha, Y. S. 1 209. The year being a 
Shravanadi it corresponds to 13th May, 1 153 A. D. It consists 
of twenty lines and covers a space of I' 7"Xl'6". The characters 
belong to the northern type of alphabets, and as regards ortho- 
graphy it is needless to write anything as its middle part from 
lines fifth to twentieth has peeled off. Though this state of 
the inscription has deprived people of the knowledge about the 
object of the inscription, yet the matter which has escaped the 
hands of time has preserved very valuable information for the 
history of the RathSr rulers of Marwar. 

The first seven lines of the inscription state that in Vikram 
Samvat 1209 (1 153 A. D.) the town of Pali was under the 
kingdom of (Solanki- Chalukya) Kumarapala 1 of Anahillapatan 
(Gujrat), who subdued the king of Shakambhari (Sambhar), 
and his feudatory Bahadadeva was in charge of the place 
(Pali). Most probably he might have been a Chauhan Rajput 
related to Chauhan Alhanadeva of Kiradu as an inscription 2 of 
the same year (V.S. 1209=1 152 A. D.) found at Kiradu states 


1. He ruled from V 8 1199 to 1230 (1142 to 1173 A.D.) 

2. Epigraphm Indica, Vol XI, P, 45 
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that Chauhan Alhanadeva was a favourite of Kumarapala and 
had acquired the possessions of Kiradu, Radadhada, and Shiva 
due to his favour. From the death of king Kumarapala, 
about V. S. 1230 (1173 A. D.), 1 the power of the Chalukyas 
began todecline. The inscription dated V. S. 1319 (1262A.D.) 
of Chauhan Chachigdeva states that his (Chaehigadeva’s) 
father Udayasimha, who was a great-grandson of the aforesaid 
Alhanadeva, held an independent sway over Nadol, Jalor, 
Mandor, Bahadmer, Ratanapur, Sanchor, Suraehand, 
Radadhada, Khed, Ramsln and Bhlnmal. We have got four 
inscriptions of this Udayasimha ranging from V. S. 1262 to 
V.S. 1306. 

All this prove that in the beginning of the thirteenth 
century of Vikrama era, Pali was under the rule of the Chalu- 
kyas and then it passed away to the Chauhans as is evident 
from the situation of the towns mentioned in the Sundha 
inscription of V. S. 1319. It never remained under Palliwal 
Brahmans and therefore Rao.Siha, the.founder of the Rathor 
dynasties of Jodhpur, Bikaner, Kishangarh, Mar, Ratlam, 
Sitamau, Sailana, Jhabua, etc. had no occasion to murder the 
Brahmans of Pali treacherously to usurp the town as is stated 
by Lt.-Col Tod in his Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan 
(Vol. II, pp. 942-943). There he has written: — 

“At this period a community of Brahmans held the city 
and extensive lands about Pali, from which they were termed 
Paliwal; and being greatly harassed by the incursions of the 
mountaineers, the Mens and Minas, they called in. the aid. of 
Sihaji’s band, which readily undertook and executed the task 
of rescuing the Brahmans from their depredations.' Aware 
that they would be renewed, they offered Sihaji lands, to settle 
amongst them, which were readily accepted ; and here he had a 
son by the Solankani, to whom he gave the name of Asvatthama. 
With her, it is recorded, the suggestion originated to make 
himself lord of Pali; and it affords another example of the 
disregard of the early Rajputs for the sacred order, that on 
the Holi, or Saturnalia, he found an opportunity to “obtain 
land”, putting to death the heads of this community, and 
adding the district to his conquests. Sihaji outlived his trea- 
chery only twelve months, leaving his acquisitions as a nucleus 
for further additions to his children.” 

1 , Epigraphin Indica, Vol. IX, P, 78 ’ . * 
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But his unauthentic statement cannot stand before the 
Pali inscription reproduced below : — 

K-t, *%o fgo 3% a sitte ^R^nf^sr- 

V3if^a^^^amqrHg^5isg«lgiicnqf^3rg3ifqi^ii- 

=CI!TFT- 

k-3^ Hrqreq^rtq^R sm- 


$-5EcT qkRqRT4 
\9-fscT grader sft 
*-<raT 

Ko-uik 

u- 

IR- 

tt- 

*a- 

U- 

U- 

t'S- 

U-T^T: 

Ro-^r ^io 


artf? sftsscqfgsRifa- 
T^rcRram qfo- 

■fei 

Slhl^T 

wtfe 

5 F* 
*aR I 



2. False challenge against the seniority of the Jodhpur House 


Published in the special number of the Journal of Indian History, Madras. 
Vol. XX, pt. 1 (April 19411 pp 22—27. 


Rao JodhajI, the founder of Jodhpur had 20 sons.— 

NImbajI the eldest of them was wounded while fighting 
with Sindhal Jaisa in 1521 V. S. (1464 A. D.) and died after 
five months in JodhajI’s lifetime. 

Jogaji, the second son, according to old chronicles, being 
a lazy fellow, was discarded by his father and the nobles of 
Marwar. He was deprived of the throne of Marwar and was 
obliged to rest content with some villages in the Bilara District. 
We learn 'from an inscription found at the village Kharia that 
he died in 1570 V. S. (1513 A. D.) 

Sataljl, the third son, who was born in ! 492 V. S. (1 435- 
A. D.)", succeeded his father after his death, in 1546 V. S. 
(1489 A. D.), and died in 1549 V. S. ( 1492 A. D.). 

SujajI, the fourth son, who according to the chronicles, was 
born in 1496 V. S. (1439 A. D.), ascended the throne of Marwar, 
after the demise of his elder brother Sataljl. 

BIkajI, the fifth son, accompanied by his uncle Kandhaljl 
and helped by Jat Nikodar and Sankhala Napa etc., went 
towards Janglu and subduing Jats, Sankhlas and Bhatls, 
founded Bikaner in or about 1542 V. S. (1485 A. D.). 

In the chronicles of Marwar his birth-year is given as 
1497 V. S. (1440 A. D.), while in those of Bikaner as 1495 V. S, 
(1438 A. D.). 
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The History of Bikaner written by Munshi Sohan Lai, the 
Additional Member of the Regency Council, Bikaner, and 
published in 1947 V. S. (1890 A. D.) states:— 

“Bikaji the sixth and Bidaji the twelfth son of Jodhaji 
were born of the same mother. The former, who was 
born in 1495 V. S. (1439 A. D.), went towards the north 
of Marwar, in 1522 V. S (1465 A. D.) and there with the 
help of Napa Sankhla etc., established his new State. 

In 1546 V. S. (1 489 A. D.) his uncle Kandhalji was killed 
at Hisar, while commanding the Bikaner forces and 
therefore Bikaji with the help of his own father Jodhaji 
avenged his death and killed Sarang Khan. While back 
at Dronpur Jodhaji asked his son Bikaji not to demand 
any share from Jodhpur and present the town of Ladnu 
to him. Bikaji agreed to it but at the same time requested 
his father that if indeed he considered him a worthy son 
he should also grant him the insignias of the Royalty 
brought from Kannauj. As the request was granted, but 
those articles were not handed over, Bikaji after the death 
of Jodhaji and his successor Satalji attacked Jodhpur 
and obliged his brother Sujaji, the then ruler, to deliver 
those articles to him” (see pp.89-104). 

This clearly shows that Bikaji was the fifth or the sixth 
son of Jodhaji and he went towards Janglu and there, with the 
help of his uncle Kandhalji, Jat Nikodar, Shankhla Napa, etc., 
took advantage of the internal dissensions of the petty land- 
holders and subduing Jats, Sankhlas, and Bhatis established 
his new estate. In time when he grew stronger and his father 
asked him to give up the share of Marwar and present the town 
of Ladnu to him, he, in turn, requested him (Jodhaji) to 
accept his estate as an independent State and for this sort of 
recognition also grant him all the insignias, required for an 
independent ruler. This request, it seems, was made to avoid 
any future claim of sovereignty of the Jodhpur branch over 
Bikaner as was the case with the estates of other brothers of 
Bikaji, namely, Dudaji, Karamsljl, Rayapalji, etc. 

Further the Jodhpur Branch of the Rathor rulers enj’oys 
undisputed seniority among all the present Rathor States in 
India and is recognized as the premier branch of the Rathor 
rulers by all the other States as well as by the Government. 
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In November 1912 when His Excellency the Viceroy visited 
Bikaner, Maharaja Ganga Singhji, the present ruler of the 
State, himself in his State banquet speech, said.— - 

“In this connection may I be permitted as one who is closely 
associated by family ties and as senior in age of the rulers of 
the Rathore States in Rajputana, to say how indebted we are 
for the arrangements which Your Excellency was pleased to 
make for the administration of the Jodhpur State during the 
minority of His Highness the Maharaja.” 

(Report on the administration and Pioneer, 2nd December 
1912). 

This also proves that up till 1912 A.D. His Highness Bikaner 
considered himself senior only in the age, but not in lineage or 
rank. 

But Dr. Gauri Shankar Hira Chand Ojha has made a 
departure from this well established fact in his “Rajputane-ka- 
Itihas”, Vol. IV, without any sound basis and for the reasons 
best known to himself. Let us now, with due respect, examine 
his proofs and arguments. He writes:— 

"gtai tr air a tfr it srsiqr fqcu qvr f^qr sir qtrcirr % 
snasr k q\ 3^ kii f«-;=n%q a fqjqr, q^ aq k *ncr<st 

qr aiqgr qft nft 5?qh fra ’4 nq m ^ ssr q* 

i = 5 rfrl qri sgiq :arag*: <rar qmifc # 3 rrraar 1 1 ” 


“3d-, jsqicff srff k stgetr qg ft aiar | fq» qrqjr, qrrt *jar $ 
nqsq q?t sn, rstR% q^ct, iprri qk stiff gaJtq qsgq ariH §? ” 

( qJql, qqq, %<> ) 

“ i.e. BIka might not have been elder than Satal, or owing to 
the promise given by him to his father he did nob interfere 
when Satal ascended the throne. But when on his demise Suja 
usurped the throne of Jodhpur, BIka invaded it as is evident 
from the chronicles of Jodhpur and Bikaner.” 
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According to those chronicles it becomes clear that atleast 
BIka was really elder than Suja hence he got the throne, the 
fly-flaps (an insignia of royalty), the big frying pot, etc., the 
things of adoration. 

We are unable to understand that when Dr Ojha himself 
accepts the seniority of Satalji and when Sujaji was his 
(Sataljfs) successor, what led him to challenge the seniority 
of the Jodhpur House. 

According to Jodhpur chronicles and horoscopes it is quite 
clear that Sujaji was older than Bikaji by one year. But if 
we suppose him younger than Bikaji, by one year, does Dr. 
Ojha mean that if a member of a senior house adopts a younger 
brother or his son, the senior house loses its seniority? 

So far as history is concerned Jodhpur was the seat of the 
Government of Jddhaji the father of Bikaji, and was succeeded 
by Satalji, the elder brother of Bikaji, and if he (Satalji) 
adopted one of the younger brothers of Bikaji (though it has 
not yet been proved) Bikaner cannot claim its seniority over 
Jodhpur.. 

Moreovor Dr. Ojha himself writes: — 

3F=fr qfsjqf it fgfrretcn k wht qiWt | ug 

stfs* 1 1 ” 


it nra. fincf & rw umf £ 

WOTC <K qtfcf smlct §tcTf 1 1 » 

( qsr stfesrs, *, 13115 1, ^ ) 

“i.e. there being differences in these horoscopes, it is very 
difficult to decide which of these is correct”. 


“In the chronicles the names of the princes are given with 
the names of their mothers Jience the decision of their seniority, 
on the basis of this, becomes difficult”. 

These are again the clear admissions that there is no basis 
for this challenge. 
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Let us now examine the verses quoted from a poem named 
“Karmaehandravamshotkirtan” composed by Jayasoma, in 
1650 V.S.( 1593 A.D.) while residing at Lahore:— 

“drar ^ai erais uiu gasragm i 

sreufe wdt *iw\ II U® II 

^qfeiuicgH l 

?3q?dig ll \\\ ll 

feisqicura fe% Tramnfe* n ? IR n 
ndt ferfe suq? npwi mfersffe I 
feu afe smif^ggjqra: ll m II 
fhsq Tisq 5 % fk fer nsr ! i 

qq q 3?T5% gcrgqeru^ ll U« H 
hu Isiftfe g:*5?£fT 3lTudt SUIcffe I 

^rrcHtfe ^sf^Rf^gTETsfer uuigut n u$< ll 

“fe ^io \i^o h 5H5K u 3:5^ smq sfera gTRT T% |-1 ‘qfe^sft- 
* SRtSq U rfel |:— “f^d SUqufeT k cftU ST^aFT ffe, ^Sft 5lk 

niU k § 3?V =0311 3»ife $feq sft I SIU IfeTU If ife UTU k gq 

kt sror m# u£ ( srfe %% nur ) uu srsrar^qt u nr% *=mp=r % 
nlcTt k srfh |rq 3?^ tsar fe?rc $ |, km sfreraa: rr feu 

uru k srqdt *ftar ^ p # ^gqfefer sfesrr m sfe gu ^ feq qft ^ 

^ i m zm n q??ft k w>qz % sifter fe* sfe few ( fer ) k\ 
sife ^ 3 fen* kt ?^r % srq% qr>=T prrqrt q>sr-% %% ! qrq k ki 
^?T ’-itlh qhi kt ura q^g sit uqr area qrH qrt ^ g<?q 

■ferarai 1 1 qr ^fear ^srfeioTi sfiq^umqj ^ 1 , 

?^T«iq ?er q;iq h ( q^i «b^ i? ) fog^R fer 1 1 » 

( fe v, ^ % s» ) 

f< i. e., Another queen J asmadevl had three sons-Nlmba, Suja and 
Satal by name, and she was the light of the king’s soul. When 
as destined, nothing but the story of NImba was left (i.e. he 
-died), then JasmadevI, who, according to her sex weakness, 
became jealous of the other queens thinking this to be an act of 
fate, one day in the absence of Vikram, son of the other queen, 
narrated some interesting stories about her (own) son, when 
the King was alone. The king enamoured by the viles of- the 
queen called his son Vikram (Blka) and with the intention of 
driving him away in Jangal district, said “0 son! .ther<Ms 
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nothing new if a son enjoys the state of his father, but he, who 
acquires new state, is considered worthy of all,. On the surface 
of this earth, the district of Jangal is difficult to be conquered: 
you are brave and theiefore I appoint you to carry out this 
task”. (Vol. IV. part I, pp. 255-256.) 

Our objections regarding it are as under: — 

(1) That the poem is composed by a poet who himself 
belonged to Bikaner and was also connected through 
Karmachandra with its ruler. 

(2) That the order in which the names of the three sons 
of the queen Jasmadevi are given in the verse 110, 
betrays the ignorance of the author, as Satal is 
admitted on all hands to have been elder to Suja, and 
therefore had he written the first part of the verse as 

q;5ir there would have been no difficulty in 
the meter. 

(3) That the verse 1 12 is itself grammatically incorrect 
or confusing. 

(4) That the translation of the verse 112 given on p. 255 
of Dr. Ojha’s history shows the ignorance of the 
translator 

(5) That the author of the poem himself in the face of the 
well established facts about the seniority of Jodhpur 
house and Satalji, the successor of Jodhaji, could not 
dare use a single word to repudiate the fact directly, 
but simply tried to flatter his patron, the ruler of 
Bikaner indirectly. 

(6) The seniority of Satalji to Bikaji is already admitted 
by the chronicles of Jodhpur and Bikaner as well as by 
Dr. Ojha himself and therefore against that well 
established fact the hypothesis of this poem falls to 
the ground in the eyes of the scholars. 

Further' Jodhpur was founded by Rao Jodhaji, the father 
of Bikaji, and when Bikaji was trying to establish Bikaner, 
the former (Jodhpur) was a well established and larger 
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parental State, which helped BikajI to conquer the tract of 
Jangal and prepare the ground for a new state. 

Moreover even against all the well established facts given 
above, if we accept Dr. Ojha’s supposition that Bikaj! was 
the eldest son of Rao Jodhaji, it makes no difference whatsoever 
as we find that Rao ChundajI, Rao Maldevji, Raja 
Udayasinghji, Raja Gajsinghji, etc., the rulers of the same 
ruling family, selected for one reason or the other their younger 
sons to succeed them, but the estates of the eldest sons could 
not deprive the Jodhpur line of its seniority. 

We think we have fully discussed the facts, and if in Dr. 
Ojha’s Vth volume there will be some fresh proofs to establish 
his theory, we will again try to discuss their merits. 



3 Rao Chandrasen, a forgotten Hero of Rajputam. 

Head at the Sixth All India Orieotal Conference held at 1 au.a in December 1930 A. D. 
ard published m it3 proceedings and transactions pp 153 163 

Its major portion was also published in Indian Autiqunr} , \oi LX.ll, ^933 A. D ) pp 2H-34. 


The name of the magnanimous hero, Maharana Pratap of 
Mewar, and the memory of his noble deeds thrill the heart of 
every true Indian— young or old— with emotion even to this 
day. But the name of Rao Chandrasen, the first hero of Rajas- 
than, who, in protecting his independence against the covetous- 
ness of the great Moghal Emperor Akbar, sacrificed his 
ancestral throne and took all the calamities upon himself; and 
whose trodden path was followed by Maharana Pratap after a 
period of about 10 years, looks quite new to history. Aye, the 
very name of such a great hero is lost in his own domains by 
circumstances. 


Short summary of thv life of Pratap. 

Maharana Pratap was born on the 3rd day of the bright 
half of Jyeshtha Vikram Samvat 1597 (9th May, 1540 A. D.) 
and ascended the throne of Mewar in V. S. 1628 (1572 A. D ), 
when many districts of his country had passed under the sway 
of the Moghals and his own brothers had rebelled against him. 
Inspite of all these calamities he opened life-long hostilities with 
Emperor Akbar, to deliver his ancestral capital Chittor from 
him and missed no opportunity of breaking down from his 
impregnable mountain fastness upon the imperial odds. The 
Islamites, too, left no stone unturned to compel him to sub- 
jugation. On one occasion the imperial army being defeated 
either took to their heels or dispersed; while on another the 
Maharana had to seek shelter in the impregnable mountains. 
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This state of affairs lasted up to A. D. 1586 (Y. S. 1643), when 
Akbar’s attention was diverted to -the affairs of Punjab. And 
the Maharana getting some rest regained some of his lost 
districts, but he could not acquire the possession of Chittor in 
his life-time and took away this sorrow to the grave. 

Such is the brief summary of the noble deeds of Maharana 
Pratap, and for such inflexible honour, bravery and patriotism, 
he, in spite of the lapse of over three and a quarter of a 
century, 1 is honoured in the hearts of all the lovers 

of freedom. 

But now scholars will judge for themselves how the nature 
of our hero, whose life we are going to narrate here, compares 
with that of the Maharana. 

Life of Rao Chandrasen 

Rao Chandrasen, the hero of this biographical sketch, was 
born on the 8th day of the dark half of Shravana, V. S. 1598 
(16th July, 1541 A. D.). He was the sixth 2 son of Rao Maldev, 3 
the well-known and powerful ruler of Marwar, who, by the 
force of his arms, had acquired supremacy among all the 
contemporary rulers of Rajputana, with whom shelter was 
sought by Humayun, 4 the Emperor of India in his days of 
adversity and by whose overwhelming might the pride of Slier 
Shah, 5 the Pathan Emperor of India, had been crushed. To- 
wards the close of the reign of this eminent Rao a large part of 
his dominion had gone out of his possession due to family 
discord. 

1 Maharana Pratap died on the 11th day of the bright half of Magh, V. S. 1653 ( 19th 
January, 1597 A. D.) 

2 When only a child of three, i. e. m V. S. 1600 (1543 A. D ) he was granted the big 
fiefebip of Siwaua and Bisalpur, where he used to live when of age. A day after his father’s 
death he hastened to Jodhpur to try his luck in taking the rems of government in his bands 
according to the wish of his father. When a king, he granted that fief of Siwana to bis elder 
brother Rao Kaymal (the 2nd son of the deceased Rao). 

3 In the preface to the Tuzuk-i-J aliangin it is stated f Rao Maldev waB a very great and 
powerful Raja whose army consisted of 80,000 cavalry Although Rana Sanga, who had 
fought with Babar, possessed equal wealth and ammunition yet in respect of dominions and 
arms, Bao Maldev surpassed him. Whenever Rao Maldev fought with Rana Sanga the 
former was victorious.’ 

4 In the Tabaqat-i-Alcban it is stated* ‘The Emperor Humayun, obliged by circumstances, 
started towards M&ldev who was, at that time, among the big Rajas of Hindustan and to 
whom no other RSjS. was equal in respect of power and army.’ ^Page 205) 

5 Sh§r Shah on his victory was obliged to utter these words ‘Thank God, at any cost 
victory has been attained, otherwise I would have lost the Empire of Hindustan for a handful 
of nuUeta* (Tartkh FarUhta, part I, page 228 and Muntdkhibullubab, part I, page 101). 
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On the demise of Rao Maldev, Rao Chandrasen, in accor- 
dance with the wishes of his father, was installed upon the 
throne of Marwar on the first day of the dark half of Marga- 
shlrsha, V. S. 1619 (I Ith November, 1562 A. D.), shortly after 
which some of his nobles, being displeased with him on an 
insignificant incident 1 , began to intrigue with his three elder 
brothers 2 . They persuaded them to raise trouble in different 
quarters. His eldest brother Ram rebelled in Sojat, the second 
Raymal towards Dundada, while the third Udayasingh having 
made a surprising attack took the two villages BaodI and 
Ganganl. At this Rao Chandrasen immediately marched against 
Udayasingh who, relinquishing the possession of his newly 
acquired villages, retreated towards Phalodl. At Lohawat 
however, he was overtaken and wounded by the Rao in a battle 
which resulted in a victory for the latter. After some time 
Rao Chandrasen again prepared to invade Phalodl at the time 
when the power of the Moghal Emperor Akbar was fast rising. 
But some considerate nobles intervened and made peace between 
the two brothers, as they (nobles) apprehended danger to the 
Rathor power through family dissensions at such a time. 

In 1620 V. S. (1563 A. D„) the Rao led an army against his 
eldest brother Ram. At first Ram came out and opposed the 
army of the Rao at Nadol 3 . But seeing no chance of victory 
he went to Husain Quli Begh, the imperial Hakim at Nagaur, 
stated his prior claim by primogeniture to the throne of 
Marwar; and asked for help. Husain Quli seeing a chance of 
benefitting himself by this internal discord readily accepted the 
proposal and suddenly laid a siege to Jodhpur. The Rao 
fought for some days, but being obliged by the shortage of 
provision had to make peace 1 , and agreed to restore Sojat to 

1 An offender, having deserted the court of Kao, took shelter with one of the nobles 
named Jaitmal (son of Jaisa), When he was arrested and brought back, the said noble request- 
ed the Kao to punish him m any way other than death. Incensed at this uncalled for 
interference the Kao ordered the unfortunate wretch to be instantly put to death Jaitmal 
and his colleagues did not like it 

2 At this time the fcbiee elder brothers of the Kao were in their respective Jagire. The 
eldest Ram was at Sojat, the second Raymal at Siwana and the third Udayasingh at Phalodl. 

3 Another version is that it was Kao Ram, who, With the assistance of Maharana Udayasingh 

had at first inarched out in order to obtain the throne of Marwar. B 

4 It is stated m Tarihh-z-Palanpur (part I, page 77) ‘That Mirza Sharfuddin rebelled 
against Akbar and invaded Merta after the demise of Rao Maldev, and that Kao Chandrasen 
saved Merta by concluding a peace with him m 1615 V. S (1659 A. IX) J These facta are 
doubtful, for Merta had been made over to Jaimal by Sharfuddln dunng the life-time of Kao 
Maldev. After this when Sharfuddin rebelled Akbar took Merta from Jaimal aud made 
over to Jagmal. Sharfuddin rebelled m 1620 V S. (1563 A. D =971 A. H.) while Kao 

died in 1619 V. S. 
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Ram and to pay indemnities of war to Husain Quli Begh. As 
a consequence of this the possessions of the Rao were limited 
to the districts of Jodhpur, Jaitaran and Pokaran only. But 
after the return of the Mohemmadan army the terms of the 
treaty were not fulfilled to the satisfaction of Ram. He, there- 
fore, approached the Emperor in 1621V. S(1564A.D.) for help. 
As this was a good chance for the Emperor (Akbar) to avenge 
his father’s 1 wrongs, he accepted the request of Ram and sent 
an army under Muzaffar Khan. 

Simultaneously he ordered Husain Quli Begh to dispossess 
the Rao of Jodhpur and settle Ram at Sojat. Husain Quli, 
accordingly, laid siege to Jodhpur, but the Rao bravely defend- 
ed the fort. When the imperial army failed to take the fort by 
open attack it attempted to enter it by an inlet 2 towards the 
Ranlsagar tank, but in vain. 

As the siege continued for many months the provision 
failed, the leading sardars therefore prevailed upon the Rao 
to escape from the fort. He reluctantly, went to Bhadrajan 3 
with his family while his Sardars, who remained behind, 
fought in open battle and died glorious deaths. The imperial 
army then got the possession of the fort. 

The following is an extract from Akbarnama 4 :— 

‘After the accession of Chandrasen to the throne Husain 
Quli Begh and the imperial army besieged Jodhpur. Hearing 
this, Ram, the eldest son of Rao Maldev, came and joined them. 
The officers of the army sent him to the Court where he was 
received by the Emperor with due honour. The latter sent him 
to Husain Quli Begh with a fresh army under Muinuddln Khan 
and others. The imperial army soon took the fort.’ 

The Rao collecting men and money began to harass the 
Mohemmadans now and then. 


1 When Humnyun had Eonght the assistance of Rao Maldev against Shersbah his followers 
had slaughtered a cow in Mansur. Displeased with this the Rao (Maldev) had desisted from 
helping him and Hmnayun had to turn back disappointed. 

2 This inlet was meant for carrying water to the fort from the tank, 

3 This event is elated in the chronicles to have occurred on the 12th day of the dark half 
of M&rgaBhlrsha, Y. S. 1622 (10th November, 1565 A. D.}, 

4 Akbarnama, YoL II, page 107. 
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In 1627 V.S. (1570 A. D.— 978 A. H.) when the Emperor 
after visiting Ajmer reached Nagaur, many princes of Raj- 
phtana attended his court 1 there. The Rao, too, went theie to 
read his mind, and was received by the Emperor with due 
honour. His intimate desire was that if the Rao were to own 
his allegiance even in name he might restore Jodhpur to him. 
But the unbending nature of the Rao defied all courtly 
allurements and he returned to Bhadrajan rejecting the offers 
of the Emperor. 

Soon after this the imperial army laid siege to Bhadrajan 
while the Rao defended it for some time. As the provision 
here, too, failed he went to Siwana. 

In 1629 V.S. (1572 A.D.) he made a recruiting tour and on 
his way when encamped at Kanuj'a (district Jaitaran) Ratan, 
son of Khlnva, the chieftain of Asarlai, disregarded the 
summons of his court. The Rao, therefore, marched on Asarlai 
and laid it waste. 

Next year (1630 V.S.— 1573 A.D.) the inhabitants of the 
town of Bhinaya (district Ajmer) approached him for protection 
against the depredations of Madalia, the Bhll chieftain. 
Accepting their appeal the Rao attacked the residence of the 
Bhll. As many other Bhlls of the neighbourhood happened to 
be at his residence to join some ceremony, they all took up arms 
to repulse the attack. But as soon as Madalia was killed they 
all fled 2 away leaving the place and the district in the possession 
of the Rao. 


1 Uda^asingh, the third son ot Rao Maldev, and Rao Kaljanmaland his son ha\asinglt of 
Bikaner, etc., had had an interview with Emperor at this place The Emperor deputed Ud-na-ingh 
to suppiess the Gitjar rising m Samaoli an! kept prince Raya-ingh in the court, to whom afterwards 
the administration of fodhpur was also entrusted. Pri ice Ram was also appointed in Jodhpur to 
participate in guarding the highway to Gujrat. 

It is stated in Tabaqat-i ^kbari that Akbar reached Nagaur on the 16th famadml Akhir, 977 
A.H (3rd day of the dark half of Paush, 1626 V S =:26tli November, 1569 A.D ) and sojourned there 
for 50 days (page 289) But in the * Akbarnatna” this event is said to have occurred m 97S A.H. 
(1570 ^.D.). (Vol II, pages 857-58). 

2 From that day the following proverb is prevalent m Mnrwai — 

as soon as Madalia (the Bhll chief) was killed the guests to the 

feast dispersed. 

Bbinajn is m the possession ot the decsendants of Ran Chaudrasen up to this day 
_ stated in the chiefs and le iding families of Rajputana, ‘Lhandrasen, the grandson of Reo 
Maldev of Mar war, 0531) came to Ajmer and, having bv stratagem intoxicated Madaha. the chief 
of a band of Bhlis who ravaged the country near Bh.nai, slew him and dispersed his followeis, 
Por this service Bhmai and seven other pargaoas were bestowed on him in Jagir by the Emperor 
Akbar,* (1916, pages 96—98), 
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The same year (i.e. 1630 V.S.=981 A.H.) Akbar despatched 
a strong army to take Siwana. 1 Besides, the Mohemmadan 
commanders Shah Quli etc., Hindu princes and chiefs like 
Raysingh of Bikaner, Kesha vadas of Merta, Jagat Raya etc., 
were also deputed to accompany it. As the Emperor was very 
anxious that somehow the Rao might own allegiance, he had, 
therefore, instructed his commanders to try to subdue him by 
promises of imperial favour. At first the army went towards 
Sojat where it defeated prince Kalla, 2 a nephew of the Rao, 
whence they set out for Siwana taking his (Rao’s) relatives 
Keshavadas, Maheshdas and Prithviraj with them. When this 
large army came near Siwana, 3 plundering the surrounding 
country, and defeating those, whp opposed them, the retainers 
of the Rao suggested him to take refuge in the neighbouring 
hills and to wait there for an opportunity. 

Chandrasen, accordingly, went into the hills leaving the 
defence of the fort to his Commander-in-chief, Rathor Patta, 
but he let slip no opportunity of breaking down upon the 
besieging army and pressed it hard by destroying its flanks 
and rear at times. The garrison, too, gave a good account of 
its deeds. Though the besieging army was immense and 
formidable, yet neither the Rao nor his retainers were discom- 
fited and missed no opportunity of attacking the opponents. 
In 1631 V.S. (982 A.H.) disappointed at the state of affairs 
Rao Rayasingh, who then administered the affairs of Marwar 
on behalf of the Emperor, left Siwana for Ajmer and informed 
the Emperor, that the army deputed by him at Siwana was 
not adequate to capture the fort and reinforcement was 
necessary. 4 The Emperor, therefore, sent Tayyab Khan, 
Sayyad Toqbai, Subhan Quli Khan Turk, Khurram, Azmatkhan, 
Shivdas, etc. with a large army to help the imperial forces at 
Siwana. The strength of the imperial army being thus 

1 Akbarncuna , Vol III, pages SO — 81. 

2 Prince Kalla, at first, bravely opposed the imperial army, but was eventually obliged by his 
far outnumbering assailants to leave the fortress of Sojat and to take refuge in the fortress of 

Smari. The imperial army finding it difficult to take this latter place set fire to it which obliged 

Kalla to retreat to Kornn. But w hen he * as pursued by the army to this place too, he had to 
cone 1 n do peaco and though bj some pretence he exempted himself from accompanying the army 
he had to send his rehtnes vith it 

S The allies of Kao Chandrasen Ratal Meghraj, Sukhraj, Suja and Devldne had bravely fought 
with batches of the imperial army that had been out to plunder in the neighbourhood. (ALbarflaina, 
^q\ IIJ, page 81), 

j Albarnarna f Yoh III, pages 110-111. 
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redoubled, the Rao at the request of his Sardars escaped via 
Rampura to the impregnable hills, the Emperor was much 
resented to hear the escape of the Rao and reproached his 
commanders. 

Next in 1632 V.S. (993 A.H.) Jalal Khan was deputed 1 , to 
suppress the Rao and Sayyad Ahmad, Sayyad Hashim, 
Shimalkhan and other nobles were also ordered to accompany 
him. 

As the previously sent army suffered continued failure it 
became disheartened; and as they had no good provision of 
fodder and had to wander fruitlessly in the hilly tracts the 
horses, too, became weak and unserviceable. 2 The Emperor, 
therefore, instructed these newly appointed nobles to relieve 
it. Accordingly the nobles went to their respective Jaglrs to 
make preparations. 

When Jalal Khan reached Merta Ramsingh, Sultansingh, 3 
All Quli, etc. nobles of the Siwana army, sent him words, that, 
though they were trying their best to suppress the Rao, yet 
they had not been able to win him, for being himself a brave 
warrior, surrounded by retainers, brave alike, and finding an 
impregnable shelter in the mountains, he was invincible. But 
if Jalal Khan would instantly help them with his army they 
would achieve some success. So Jalal Khan immediately 
marched on Siwana. Hearing this the Rao arranged an ambush 
to surprise and rout Jalal Khan in the way, but somehow the 
latter got scent of his movement, he, therefore, advanced 
forward and attacked the Rao. This surprising attack upset 
all his (Rao’s) projects, yet for some time, he continued the 
conflict with the imperial army from his mountain fastness,. 4 
Afterwards anticipating destruction of his handful brave 
soldiers in thus falling upon an immense army he again had to 
take refuge in the mountains 

As the imperial army had had a bitter experience of 
entering into the mountains in pursuit of such a dangerous 
enemy as the Rao this time they retired to the fortress of 
Ramgadh, and fi om there they tried their best to find out his 

1 Akbarnamci, \'ol lit, page 16S 2 lOid , Vo I 111, page 107. ~ 

S These were younger brothers of JRao Rayastngh of Bikaner 
4 Akbarnama, Voh III, pages 158— 159, 



72 


glories OF marwar and the GLORIOUS RATHORS. 

whereabouts, but all their efforts proved fruitless. In the 
meanwhile they learnt through a person, who called himself 
Devidas , 1 that the Rao was with his nephew, prince Kalla. At 
this they went with him to Kalla who positively denied their 
information. The army had to return in despair and 
Shimalkhan was much displeased with Devidas. Therefore 
inviting the latter to his camp under some pretence he tried to 
take him prisoner, but at the right moment Devidas effected 
a brave escape to the disappointment and shame of Shimalkhan. 
Further, thinking his stay, in the imperial camp, unsafe, 
Devidas went away to Kalla and as he was determined to avenge 
himself on Shimalkhan, he together with Rao Chandrasen fell 
upon the imperial army. But, as they were in a hurry, they 
mistook Jalal Khan for Shimalkhan. However, the former 
was killed. They then proceeded to attack the latter 
(Shimalkhan) but, by that time, Jaimal 2 at the head of afresh 
imperial army happened to come there and the Rao and 
Devidas thought it wise to retire to their residence* 

This last attack had much reduced the strength of the 
imperial army, which afforded a chance to prince Kalla (son of 
Ram) once again to try his lot. He collected men and money, 
garrisoned the fortress of Devkor 3 and prepared for battle 
with the imperial army. 

To overcome the new difficulty the imperial army was 
obliged to give up the siege of Siwana and began to 
prepare for an attack upon Devkor. The Emperor seeing his 
prestige thus endangered, sent more men under Shahbazkhan 
to put down the anarchy in these parts. This new general, 
on reaching Devkor, saw that the imperial army besieging the 
fortress, was engaged in fruitless attempts. He. therefore, 
advanced ahead and attacked the fort. This reinforcement 
greatly added to the strength of the imperial army and the 


1 The strange story related by this man atRnmga^b wnsthat he ivns the came Devidas who 
«as suppose! to have been kihed m tnv battle with bharfuddin at Merfca That when he had been 
le*h on the held tn a -pn-eless state, an ascetic picked bun up, tuok him to hia hermitage and healed 
his wounds 1 hat he remained with the ascetic lor some time and had come there with his permission 
to tn his fortune h\ sming und^r the imperial banners. He was believed by some of the imperial 
commanders* while others disbelieved him (Akbamami, Vof. HI, page 1591, 

2 in Akb'trn itna tin* man i* named ! nun'll, while iu some other histories the namo of Merltia 
Jagmu* octurs instead Ubid 9 Vu 1 III, page 159). 

3 (Ibid , Vol. HI, page 107), The site of this fortress remains yet unexplored. 
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handful and fatigued retainers of Prince Kalla could not stand 
its charges for long. The fortress was captured and Shahbaz- 
khan left some portion of the army in the fortress under the 
Sayyads of Barah, while he himself proceeded to Siwana. On 
his way there were some Rathor warriors, stationed in the 
fortress of Dunara, 1 to whom the commander of the imperial 
army (Shahbazkhan) proposed subjugation and imperial 
service But these brave Rathors preferred death to loss of 
independence and engaged the great Moghal army in a furious 
battle till each of them had fallen on the field. The Moghal 
army then took possession of the fortress (of Dunara), proceed- 
ed further, laid siege to Siwana; and relieved and sent back 
the old army, as instructed by the Emperor. The new general, 
after some days’ strenuous efforts, perceived that it was very 
difficult to take the fort by fighting in the open field with the 
brave Rathors. He, therefore, began to press the garrison by 
employing stratagems; and cut off all supplies to the inmates 
of the fort. Seeing further defence impossible the commander 
of the garrison proposed to evacuate it on condition of being 
allowed to retire peacefully. Shahbaz welcomed the proposal 
as he foresaw only loss in pressing them any further. After 
great and prolonged difficulties the fort of Siwana came in the 
possession of Akbar in 1 ^33 V. S (934 A.H.)' and the surviving 
Rathor defenders retired to the mountains of Plplun where 
the Rao resided. But still they did attack the Moghal army 
whenever possible. 

The <=ame year in the month of Kartik (October, 1576 A.D.) 
Raval Hans Raj of Jaisalmer, seeing the Rao engaged with 
the imperial army invaded Pokaran, which was defended by 
Pancholl An and Ram, the fort officer of the Rao, for about 4 
months. But in the end both the armies, seeing no advantage, 
concluded a treaty by which the Raval was to advance a loan of 
one lakh of Phadias (Rs. 12,300) to the Rao and the Rao was to 
hand over the district of Pokaran to the Raval on the condition 
to return it on the repayment of the said loan. Consequently 
the fighting was stopped and the draft treaty was submitted 
to the Rao for his approval. Rao Chandrasen, being engaged 
in war with the Moghals, was in need of money, he therefore 
welcomed the treaty. 


i At present there is no fortress in Dunara* 
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When the imperial army pursued the Rao even in his moun- 
tain fastness of PIplun, he, after fighting for a time, was 
obliged to retire towards Sirohl 1 ; Dungarpur 2 and Banswara. 

After some time, when Sojat also fell in the hands of the 
Moghals on the death of Kalla in the battle field, Kumpavat 
Sadul, son of Maheshdas, Jaitavat Askaran, son of Devldas, 
and other Sardars of Marwar went to the Rao and requested 
him to return and protect his native land. Accepting this, he 
set out for Marwar via Mewar and routing the imperial post at 
Sarwad took possession of the district in 1 636 V. S. (1579 A.D.). 
Later he overran the adjacent districts of Ajmer also. 
At this Emperor 3 sent an army against him under his nobles 
like Payanda Mohammad Khan, etc. The Rao, after fighting 
for some time with this odd, thought it inadvisable to remain 
in the open field and retired to the nearest mountain in 
1 637 V. S. (1 580 A. D.=988 A. H.) . 

Shortly after this the Rao again collected men and money, 
invaded Sojat and took possession of it on the 1 1th day of the 
dark half of Shravana, 1637 V S. (7th July, 1580 A.D.). He 
then established his residence in the hill fortress of Saran 
close by, but he could not enjoy it for long as he died on* the 
7th day of the bright half of Magha, 1637 V. S. (1 1th January, 
1581 A.D ) at Sachiyaya. Thus ended the thorny but brilliant 
career of this unyielding hero of Marwar.- 4 On the spot where 
he was cremated there stands a marble tablet 5 to this day. 

1 Kao Chandrasen is sad to have stayed here for about a > ear and a half. 

2 It is said that though Rao Chandmcen, owing to the dissension between the Raval and 
his son, t ad acquired the possession of the Dungarpur fort, but was obliged to vacate it on arrival 
of the imperial aimy. 

3 In f !R8 A fl s — 1 5S0 A D.) it was reported that Rao Chandrasen (son of Maldev) 

in spite of his (formerly ) attending the imperial court had rebelled. But as bp was afraid of the 
imperial army, was waiting for an opportunity m his hiding place And now finding a chance 
had be^nn to phmder the disfcnct of -Ijraer ( Akbamajna , III, page 318) 

But Rao Chandrasen had onh once met Akbar at Kagaur in 1627 V. S ^ 1670 A !>.). His 
gab^quent interview with \kbar is neither stated m any o f the Persian Chronicles, nor in the 
Kin at-, lh.« statement therefore, merelv alluded to his meeting with the Emperor'/ Akbar) in 
1627 V. S 

4 It is stated in the chronicles of Marwar that when Rao Chandrasen had taken possession 
of Soi’it a large number of Rathor Sardars from far and near bad flocked under his banner But 
Rathor Bairsal and TCunpavnt Udamngh paid no heed to him out of pride Rao Chandnisen, 
therefore nvirchel upm Dudor the Jaglr of Bairsal On the way as Askaran, son of Rathor 
Dt\Iuas promised to negotiate with Knireal andjo bring him m the service of the Rao the latter 
gave up the idea of invasion. But when Askaran saw Batrsal for the purpose, the latter 
feignin? t-rror, reqn n =t^d the former to assure him of the favour of the Rao b> bringing him (the 
Ran) to hn hou c e for dinner. It wa* done accordingly But sorn after hie return from there the 
Rfio ^uddeniv o\pir * 1, >enee treachery on the psrt of Bairsal is generally suspected 

5 In this tablet there is annnnco of Ran Chandrasen on horse back along with five ladies 
Mandmg in front of him to show that five of his wives became Satis This fact is also borne out 
by the inscription below the ltmge which runs as f JIows • 
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Rao Chandrasen was a ruler of very inflexible and indepen- 
dent disposition. He took upon himself the calamities of a 
wandering life in mountains after being deprived of his pater- 
nal state of Marwar. He continued to fight for 16 long years 
with the armies of Emperor like Akbar, and never thought 
of ending his miseries by yielding to the supremacy of the 
great Moghal. Even from ikbarnama it is evident that it was 
an ardent desire of the Emperor 10 bring the Rao in his alle- 
giance like other rulers of Rajputana, he, therefore, used to 
give special instructions to all his nobles sent against him to 
try their best to subjugate the Rao by temptations of imperial 
favours. But this desire of the Emperor had never been ful- 
filled. Rao Chandrasen 1 had three sons, Ugrasen, Rayasingh, 
and Askaran 


Comparison 

At that time Maharana and the Rao were the only two 
thorns pricking at the heart of Akbar. A contemporary poet 
has Very well expressed this fact in the following couplet: — 

gft sreru*:, ’anrea: ^ n fsrudl xfte i 
sire flpsm mir t%t, sjcfirf h 

i. e. at that time there were only two renowned rulers through- 
out India, viz. Rana Pratap and Rao Chandrasen, whose horses 
could not be enslaved by the imperial brand, who could never 
be tempted by imperial services and whose arms ever remained 
drawn against the imperial armies, 

In the following we shall note some similar events that 
happened in the reign of the Rao and the Rana 

I. Though the rulers of Marwar and Mewar had from the 
past been at daggers drawn with the Mohamedan Emperors 
yet the Rao defying the offer of service had positively declared 
war with Akbar in 1621 V. S. (1564 A. D.). And’ a discord 
between the Rana and ICunvar Mansingh arose in 1630 V. S.. 
(1573 A.D.) as a consequence of which Akbar began his inva- 
sions of Mewar. 


J Rao Chandrasen made a charitable grant of village Ara^hnadi to a Brahman named San^a 
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2. Though Rana Pratap was the eldest son of Rana Udai- 
singh yet the latter had nominated his younger brother, 
Jagmal, as heir to the throne of Chittor. And when Rana 
Pratap ascended the throne against the right of his brother, 
there ensued discord between these two. With the advice of 
the Subedar of Ajmer Jagmal went to Akbar via Jahazpur 
and the Emperor granted that district to him in Jagir. After 
a time Sagar, another brother of the Maharana, also deserted 
him and went to Akbar. 

On the other hand, the Rao was nominated heir-apparent 
by his father in spite of his three elder brothers. His eldest 
brother Ram being displeased with him, went to Akbar as 
advised by Husain Quli Khan and received Sojat in Jagir (as 
stated in the Kliyats). In 1627 V. S. ( 1570 A.D.) his second 
brother Udaisingh, too, went to the opposite side. 

3. At the time of the accession of Pratap to the throne, 
Chittor, Mandalgarh, etc. (districts of Me war) were under 
the possession of the Moghals; similarly at the time of the 
accession of the Rao to the throne, Ajmer, Merta, etc. (districts 
of Marwar) were also under the possession of the Moghals. 

4. Prior to the accession of Pratap most of the great 
generals of Mewar had fallen in battles, fought with Babar 
and other Mohemmadan kings; in the like manner, prior to 
the accession of Chandrasen the great generals of Marwar 
had been killed in the battle with Shershah. 

5. The Rana opposed the great Moghal armies to protect 
his and his country’s independence, taking shelter in the 
mountain range between Gogunda and Khamnor; similarly 
the Rao fought with the great Moghal armies from his 
sheltering place in the mountains of Siwana. 

6. Obliged by the continued attacks of the Moghal armies, 
the Rana had to wander away towards Banswara 1 and in 
Chhapan-ka-Pahar (in Mewar) , similarly the Rao had to go 
to Dungarpur and Banswara, while Chhapan-ka-Pahar near 
Siwana was his main place of shelter for a long time. 


1 VoU lit page23s. 
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7. Maharana Pratap could not take Chittor, though he 
regained the possession of some of his lost districts; similarly 
the Rao could not regain the possession of Jodhpur, though 
Sojat was taken by him in his last days. 

8. Abul Fazal says (Akbarnama, Vol.- II, pages 357-58), ‘In 
978 A. H., i. e. in the 15th regnal year, when Akbar came to 
Nagaur, Chandrasen, son of Maldev, presented himself and 
received many imperial favours.’ 

But from the chronology of events it appears, that, 
though Akbar had a wish to bestow favours on Chandrasen, 
the latter rejected his proposal of allegiance. This fact is 
proved by the following version of the same history. 1 

‘Early in the 19th regnal year (981 A.H.) when the 
Emperor came to Ajmer, he heard that Chandrasen, son of 
Raja Maldev, had rebelled; that he had repaired the fortress 
of Siwana, one of the strongest forts in Ajmer “Suba” and 
had made it his abode. Hearing this the Emperor was moved 
to pity for the subjects of the district and deputed Shah Qull, 
Rao Rayasingh, Shimalkhan, Keshavdas (son of Jaimal) and 
Jagat Rai (son of Dhan Chand) with a powerful army to 
punish him. He also instructed the generals that, should the 
Rao repent for his actions, he may be assured of imperial 
favours. 

After the former narrative of A.H. 978, the foregoing one 
of 981 A.H. is the first containing mention of the Rao in the 
Akbarnama Under the circumstances, as stated by Abul Fazal, 
if the Rao had acquired imperial favour at Nagaur, what then 
had been the cause of rebellion by him? Moreover, there 
appears no mention of the Emperor’s favour to the Rao in 
the History.’ 

The author of the Akbarnama further adds 2 : — 

In the 25th regnal year (i.e. in 988 A.H.) Chandrasen in 
spite of his attending the imperial “Darbar”, again rebelled 
as has been mentioned hitherto.’ 


1 Ak barnaina, Vol III, pp. 80-81 


2 Akbarnama, Vol, HI, p 318, 
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But in the history there appears no mention of the meeting 
of the Rao with the Emperor excepting the one at Nagaur. 
This version, therefore, alludes to the same meeting. 

Following are the similar statements for Maharaina 
Pratap in Akbarnama 1 : — 

'According to the imperial orders Mansingh with other 
nobles went to Udaipur. The Rana came to receive them and 
respectfully wore the “Khilat”. He took Mansingh to his 
palace as a guest and begged pardon for his mischief. The 
nobles did not agree. The Rana making promises saw 
Mansingh off and adopted mildness.’ 

‘In the 18th regnal year (981 A.H.) Raja Bhagvantdas. 
Shah Qull Khan, and Lashkar Khan together with a large 
army were ordered to go into the Rana’s land via Idar to 
suppress all the landlords of those parts, chastising those who 
dared to oppose. 2 ’ 

‘Within one month Bhagvantdas with his army came to 
the court and brought the son of Rana.Partap with him’; the 
details are as below : — 

When the imperial army reached Gogunda, the place where 
the Rana lived, the Rana came and saw Raja Bhagvantdas. 
He repented for the faults done in the past, and prayed to be 
recommended to the Emperor. At the same time he took 
Mansingh to his palace, entertained him and sent his son with 
him. He further said that, unfortunately, he was hitherto 
awe-struck, but that now through him, he was entertaining the 
Emperor and sending his son to the court. After a time when 
his mind would be pacified he would present himself in the 
court personally. 3 

A perusal of the various histories of Rajputana - shows 
that the above statements are only the products of the author’s 
fertile brain. He (the author) at least, has branded both the 
unyielding heroes with the imperial slavery. But this is far 
from truth. 


I Akbamnraa, VoL III* p. 40. 


2 <w., Voi. nr, P . 6<. 


3 ibid., Vol. 1H, pp. 66*67. 
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9. There is a further statement concerning Rana Pratap in 

Akburnamu . 1 : — 

‘The Emperor ordered Kutubuddin Khan, Raja Bhagvant- 
das, and Kunvar Mansingh to go with a small imperial army 
to hunt out the Rana in the mountains But when the Rana 
was not found they went to Gogunda.’ 

‘As Raja Bhagvantdas and Kutubuddin Khan returned 
without obtaining the permission of the Emperor; he was 
much displeased and refused them audience which was allowed 
when they begged his pardon and expressed repentance for 
their mistake 2 * . 

Similar statement in -ikbarnama regarding Rao Chandra- 
sen- 5 :— 


‘In 982 A.H. when the Emperor came to Ajmer, Rao Raya- 
smgh coming singly from Siwana prayed that Chandrasen, 
son of Maldev, had raised much disturbance in the boundaries 
of Jodhpur; tha.t 1 ‘the imperial army at Siwana was not 
adequate to suppress him, and that he can be suppressed if a 
strong reinforcement be despatched. The Emperor very 
kindly accepted his request and deputed Tayyab Khan, Sayyad 
Begh Tokbal, Turk Subhanqull, Khurram, Azmat Khan, and 
Shivdas with some brave warriors foi this purpose. 
Chandrasen retreated in the mountain via Rampura. The 
imperial army went in pursuit of him, many surrendered and 
many were killed. Chandrasen could not resist Taking his 
retreat for his defeat the imperial army, through foolishness, 
returned. When the Emperor heard this he was much incensed 
and lost confidence in those nobles.’ 

Both the above narratives of Abul Pazal narrate similar 
events 

Again, in the Mvutahhibnt-tavankh , 4 it is stated: — 

‘But they did not go after the Rana and he escaped alive; 
the Emperor took it ill ’ 


1 Akbarncima , Vol. 1X1, p 19] 

3 Akbarnama , Vol 111, pages 1 10-1 11 


2 Akbarnama , Vol HI, page 195 

A MttTjtakbtbuMa'vartk/; i Yo\,I[ f pbgQ 235 
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This event is much more similar to that of Rao Chandrasen. 

A Special Event 

The following story of Rana Pratap is current in Rajputana. 

On one occasion the Maharana greatly distressed by the 
miseries of his children, thought of acknowledging the 
supremacy of the Emperor. But Prithviraj, brother of Raya- 
smgh (of Bikaner), being informed by Akbar, addressed the 
Maharana in the following lines: — 

q^f; ij^jT Tmr, k q^ ftsi cR ^ ; 

i. e. should I feel proud on your account or kill myself, kindly 
let me know the alternative I should adopt. 

The Maharana being encouraged by it sent this couplet 
in reply: — 

|ar trhra qsqh qruj; 

I Sifr q^l, feswf fee i 

i. e- right gladly you should feel proud, as long as the lance of 
Pratap shines over the head of the Moghals. 

But no similar tail about Rao Chandrasen has been heard. 

The Ft obabU Cause » of the obscurity of the Rao. 

Why the name and history of such a memorable hero are 
forgotten? The chief cause of it seems to be that, unlike 
Maharana Pratap, the throne of Marwar was lost to the 
descendants of our hero — Rao Chandrasen. Some time after 
his death his elder brother, Udaisingh (alias Mota Raja) got 
the possession of the throne in 1640 V.S. (1583 A.D.). This 
new sovereign was not on good terms with our hero. The 
poets and historians of the time, therefore, thought the recital 
and narration of his heroic deeds to be fruitless and a cause 
of displeasing the contemporary rulers. 

We hope true Indians and specially the Rathor Rajputs 
will cherish the memory of the magnanimous Rao in their 
hearts like that of Maharana Pratap. 



4. Rao Amarsingh the well known hero of Rajputana. 

( Tins paper was written for the Fifth Session of the History Congress to be held at Hyderabad 

(Deccan), m December, 1941.) 


Rao Amarsingh, the elder son of Maharaja Gajsingh of 
Marwar, was born on the 17th April 1613 A.D. 1 and was by 
nature an independent, reckless and unyielding prince. This 
was the main reason why his father selected his younger son 
Maharajkumar Jaswant Singh I to succeed him on the throne 
of Marwar. As soon as Amarsingh came to know of this 
decision, he, losing hope of his ancestral throne, took a band of 
selected Rathors and went to serve at the Mughal Court. 
Emperor Shah Jahan impressed with his gallantry soon got 
pleased and awarding him an elephant made him his courtier. 2 

After this, Amarsingh took part in several expeditions 
with the Imperial armies and was bestowed on by the Emperor 
a mansab of 2000 Zat and 1300 horse 3 on the 14th December 
1629 A. D. 

Later on the 10th December 1634 A. D. the Emperor pleased 
with his bravery raised his Mansab to 2500 Zat and 1500 horse 
and again awarded him an elephant, a horse and a flag. 4 

Next year he accompanied Sayyad Khan Jahan to punish 
Bundela Junjhar Singh. 5 In this expedition, when the fort of 
DhamunI was captured by the Imperial army, Amar Singh 

1 In some clnomcles the bnth date is gvven ns 12thtDecember 

2 Budnebah Nama, Vol I, chapter 1, p. 227 

3 do do Vol 1, do 1, p. 291 

4 do do Vol I, do 2, p G5. 

We learn from the chronicle* that on the invitation of Maharaja Gajsmgb, be (Amarsingh) 

reached Lahore on the 9th day of the dark half of Pausha, V. 8. 1691 (4th December 1634 A, D,) 
and Mas presented before the Emperor, who bestowed on him a Mansab of 2560 Zat and 
1500 horse and Jagir of five Parganae But (job Tod has written the Vikram year of this 
event as 1690 (1634 AD,). 

Annals & Antiquities of Rajasthan ( Edited by Croohe), Vol 2, p. 976, 

5 Badashah Nama, Vol I, cimpter I, p, 96, 
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decided to wait with his soldiers outside the fort till dawn. 
But in the meantime, the magazine in the fort caught fire by 
the sparks from the torches of the free hooters, and blew up a 
portion of the rampart which killed three hundred men of the 
Imperial army encamped on the other side of it. Though the 
casuality list contained a greater number of Amarsingh’s own 
warriors, 1 yet he managed to help the wounded and kept order 
in such a splendid manner that no confusion reigned in the army. 

This presence of mind of Amar Singh again pleased the 
Emperor and on the 19th January 1635 A. D., he raised his 
Mansab to 3000 Zat and 1 500 horse. 2 

After this, when Sahu Bhonsle, taking out a descendant 
of Nizamul Mulk’s family from the prison in the Gwalior fort 
raised the banner of revolt, Emperor Shah Jahan himself 
marched up to Daulatabad and from that place despatched 
three armies to punish the Bhonsle. In one of these armies 
which was sent under the command of Khan Dauran, Amar 
Singh with his brave Rajputs, was placed in the vanguard.. 3 
After supressing this rebellion successfully, when Amarsingh 
returned to the Imperial Court in 1637 A. D. the Emperor 
awarded him a robe of honour, a silver caparisoned horse and 
a Mansab of 3000 Zat and 2000 horse. 4 

The following year when Shuja was sent to Kandhar with 
the Imperial army, the Emperor again awarded Amarsingh a 
robe of honour, a silver caparisoned horse and a trumpet and 
bade him farewell to accompany Shuja. 5 On the 6th May 1638 
A.D.when Amarsingh was at Kabul with Shuja, his father 
Maharaja Gaj singh died at Agra. In fulfilment of the Maha- 
raja’s wishes, Emperor Shah Jahan bestowing the title of Raja 
on Amarsingh’s younger brother Jas want Singh I made him the 
ruler of Marwar, and awarding the title of Rao to Amarsingh 
gave him Nagaur as Jaglr. further the Emperor raised his 
.(Amarsingh’s) mansab to 3000 Zat and 3000 horse. 3 


1 

Budehah Kama, 

Vol. I, chapter 2, p. 110. 

2 

do 

do 

Vol. 1, do 2, p. 124. 

3 

do 

do 

Vol. I, do 2, pp 136-138. 

4 

do 

do 

Vol. I, do 2, pp 246-248. 

5 

do 

do 

Vol. II, p. 37. 

<5 

do 

do 

Vol. II, p 97, 
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In 1639 A. D„ the Emperor was again pleased with his 
bravery and first gave him a horse and afteiwaids an 
elephant 1 . 

In the month of March 1641 A. D. the Emperor again 
ordered Rao Amarsingh to accompany Shah-Zada Murad to- 
wards Kabul and awarded him a robe of honour, a silver 
caparisoned horse and an elephant. 2 But after five months, 
when Jagatsingh, son of Raja Basu, rebelled, the Emperor 
ordered Shah Zada Murad and Rao Amarsingh to leave Kabul 
and go to Paithan via Sialkot to supress the rebellion. 3 After 
about seven months when Jagatsingh accepted the allegiance 
of the Emperor, the Shahzada and Amarsingh both returned to 
the Imperial Court 4 . 

In the meantime the king of Persia had mobilised his 
army to capture Kandhar. As soon as this news was received, 
the Emperor raised the Mansab of Rao Amarsingh to 4000 Zat 
and 3000 horse and awarded him a robe of honour and gold 
caparisoned horse, 5 and ordered him to accompany Dara Shikoh 
to check the advance of the Persian army. But as the king of 
Persia died, he returned with Khan Dauran Nasrat Jang in 
October 1642 A. D. 6 

Sometime after this event Rao Amarsingh fell ill and 
could not attend the Imperial Court. But when after recovery 
he attended the court Salabat Khan the Shah! Bakhshi being 
jealous 7 of the Rao uttered some harsh words, 8 which the Rao 


1 

Badshah Nama, 

Vol. II, p 145 

2 

do 

do 

Vol. II, p. 228. 

3 

do 

do 

Vol. II, p 240. 

4 

do 

do 

Vol. II, p. 285 

5 

do 

do 

Vol If, pp, 293-294. 


(This Mansab has also been mentioned m Badshah Nama, Vol. II, p 721). 

6 Badsbah Kama, Vol, II, p. 310, 

7 It is already stated that the Rao received Nagaur from the Emperor m Jagir and as the boun- 
daries of Nagaur and Bikaner were adjoining a boundary dispute arose on a trifling matter between 
the servants of Rao Amarsingh and of Karansmgh, the ruler of Bikaner But as Rao’s seivants 
were unarmed at the time, Karansingh’s men, who were well armed killed maDy of them When 
this news reached Rao Amarsingh at Agra he sent words to his servants to avenge the death of 
their brethren In the meantime Raja Karansmgh, who was m the Deccan, also wrote a letter to 
Salabat Khan the Shahi Bakhshi and persuaded him to help the cause of Bikaner. The Bakhshi 
therefore issued orders to appoint a Shahi Amin to inquire into the dispute and forbade both the 
parties to take any further action into the matter. This was the main cause of aumity between 
the Shahi BakhBhi and the Rao (Badsbah Kama, Vol. II, P 382 ) 

8 It is stated m the chronicles that Salabat Khan addressed the Rao as ‘Ganvar’ (rude) as is 
also evident from the following couplet.— 

Tpjft ?T!j hN i 

3R ^ qrct itn? qrc 11 
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took as an insult to himself. This was enough to enrage the 
brave Rathor, who, setting aside the etiquette of the Imperial 
Court as well as ignoring the presence of the Emperor, thrust 
his dagger and pierced the heart of Salabat Khan, thus killing 
him at the spot. 

We learn from the chronicles that at that time Amarsingh 
lost himself so much in anger that he advanced towards the 
Emperor and attacked him also with his sword, but it struck 
the throne instead, and the Emperor, escaping death, took to 
his heels and entered the ladies apartments . 1 

Seeing this, Khalll-ulla-Khan and Arjun Gaud 2 , two of the 
attending nobles, attacked the Rao, but when they could not 
face the enraged brave Rathor successfully some six or seven 
other Mansabdars and mace bearers also joined them. Though 
Rao Amarsingh faced them bravely yet, being encircled by 


(u e.) as Boon as Salabat Kban uttered the letter the Rao took out the dagger and before the 
Khin could utter the word (rude) the dagger of the Rao weDt through the faeart of the 
‘BakhshV 

‘Badshah Nama’ describes the valour of Rao Amarsingh in the following words — 

« A young man like Amarsingh who surpassed all the other Rajputs of the well known families 
m nobility and valour and for whom the Emperor thought that he accompanied with other 
Rajput nobles, will die m a great battle fighting against the enemv and will achieve good fame”. 
( Vol. II, P. 281). 

Ool. Tod writes — “Amra was conspicuous for his gallantry, and in all his lather’s wars in the 
south was e\er foremost in the battle.” 

(Annals & Antiquities of Rajasthan (Edited by Crooke), 'Vol. II, I* 975) 

1 Col. Tod writes -“He absented himself for a fortnight from court, hunting the boar or the tiger, 
his only recreation. The emperor (Shah Jahanl reprimanded him for neglecting his duties and 
tbreatGLed him with a fine. Amra proudly rephe 1 that he had only gone to hunt, and as for a fine 
he observed putting his hand upon his svNord, that was his sole wealth.” 

“The little contrition which this reply evinced determined the king to enforce the fine, ahd the 
paymaster-general, Salabat Khan, was sent to Amra’s quarters to demand its payment. It was 
refused, and the observations made by the Sayyid not suiting the temper of Amra, he unceremo- 
niously desned him to depart Ibe emperor, thus insulted m the person of his officer, issued a 
mandate for Amra's instant appearance. lie obeyed, and having reached the Amm-kbas* or 
grand divan, beheld the king, “Whose ejes were red with anger’ w r ith 8alabat m the act of 
addressing him. Inflamed with passion at the recollection of the injurious language he had jdst 
received, perhaps at the king’s confirmation of his exclusion from MarWar, he u'nceremonioaBly 
parsed the Omrabs of five and seven thousand, as if to address the king, when With a dagger 
concealed m his sleeve, he stabbed Salabat to the heart. Drawing his sword, he made a blotv at 
the king, which descending on the pillar, ehnered the weapon in pieces. The king abandoned hia 
throne and fled to the ml erior apartments ” 

(Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan (Edited by Crooke), Vol. II, pp. 976-977.) 

2 CoU Tod has written him as the brother-in-law of Rao Amarsingh. 

(Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan (Edited by Crooke), Vol. JI, p 977A 
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those nobles— like Abhimanyu a young hero of Mahabharat was 
.laid low. 1 This event took place on the 25th July 1644 A-D. 

Hearing the death of their master, fifteen brave Rajputs 
of the Rao, who were present in the fort at. the time attacked 
the Emperor’s servants and within a short time, after wounding 
two imperial officers and six mace bearers, were themselves 
killed. 

When this news reached the camp of the Rao and Was 
known by the neighbours Champavat Ballu and Rathor Biharl 
Singh 3 joined the retainers of Rao Amarsingh and got ready 
to kill Arjun Gaud. But before they could put their idea into 
action they were surrounded by an Imperial detachment and 
shared the fate of their master after laying low a number of 
Imperial officers. 4 

Col. Tod writes. — 

“The Bokhara gate by which they gained admission was 
built up, and hence-f orward known only as “ Amarsingh’s gate”, 
and in proof of the strong impression made by this event it 
remained closed through centuries, until opened in 1809 by 
Capt. Geo. Steell of the Bengal Engineers. 5 ” 

1 BadBbah Nama Vol,, II, pp. 380-381. 

The Rao wad cremated on the bank of the JumDa at Agra Two of his Ranis became ‘Satis’ 
With him there, three got themselves burnt afterwards at Nagaur and one at Udaipur 

Thedenotapba which were built to commemorate them or the Rao’s descendants are still 
standing at Nagaur. 

In some chronicles it is stated that the corpse of Rao Amarsingh was thrown in the Jumna 
Col. Tod m his Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan writes — and his wife, the princess of 
Bundi, came m person and carried away the dead body of Amra, with which she committed 
herself to the dames ” (Vol. II, p 978). 

2 In ‘Badahah Nama’ the date of this event is given as H S 1064, Salkha, lamadi-ul-Awal, 
Thursday ( Vol. II, p. 380 ) 

3 Previously both of them served Maharaja Oajsmgh (the father of the Rao) and Rao Amarsingh 
himself, hut at present were in the Emperor’s service 

In the chronicles of Marwar w ? e find the name of Kumpavafc Bhavasingh m place of Biharismgh. 
Ool Tod writes*— To avenge his death, his retainers, headed by Balu Champavat and Bhao 

Kumpawat, put on their saffron garments and a fresh carnage ensued within the Lai Kila 

The faithful band was cut to pieces ” 

(4nnals 6c Antiquities of Rajasthaa, (Edited by Crooke) Vol II, pp 977-978 ) 

4 Badshah Nama, Vol II, pp 383-384 

5 Annals & Antiquities of Rajasthan, (Edited by Crooke) Vol II, p 978 

Col. tCod further states — 

“Since these remarks were written, Captain Steell related to the author a singular ahecdote 
connected with the above circumstance While the work of demolition was proceeding, Captain 
Steell was urgently warned by the natives of the danger he incurred m the operation, from a 
denunciation on the closing of the gate, that it should thenceforward be guarded bv a huge serpent 
—when suddenly, the destruction of the gate being nearly completed, a large cobra-de-capello 
rushed between his legs, as if m fulfilment of the anathema Captain Steel! fortunately escaped 
without injury ” 

(The south gate of the Agra Fort is known as that of Amar Singh). 

(Annals & Antiquities of Rajasthan, (Edited by Crooke) Vol. II, pp 978-979) 
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Sometimes after the death of Rao Amarsingh the Emperor 
bestowed a Mansab of 1000 Zat and 700 horse on Rayasingh, 
the elder son of' the Rao, 1 who gradually rose to rank in the 
Mughal Court. 

In 1659 A.D. when Aurangzeb defeating ShujanearKhajwa 
made him flee from the field, the former, to avenge himself 
on Maharaja Jaswant Singh I, raised the Mansab of Rao 
Rayasingh to 4000 Zat and 4000 horse, honoured him with the 
title of ‘Raja’ and gave him the State of Jodhpur. 2 But his plan 
was frustrated by the said Maharaja. 

In 1676 A. D. when Rayasingh died the Emperor (Auran- 
gzeb) bestowed a Mansab on his son Rao Indrasingh. 

When Maharaja Jaswant Singh I died in 1678 A. D., the 
Emperor, to avenge himself on the deceased, granted Indrasingh 
the title of ‘Raja’ and the administration of Jodhpur State. 3 
But this time the loyal nobles of the late Maharaja did not 
allow him to succeed. 

Indrasingh rose to a Mansab of 5000 Zat and 2000 horse. In 
1716 A.D. Maharaja Ajitsingh of Marwar deprived him of 
Nagaur but in 1723 A.D. Emperor Mohammad Shah, being 
displeased with the Maharaja, re-granted the Jaglr of Nagaur 
to Indrasingh. At last in October 1726 A. D. Mah.ara.ja Abhaya 
Singh snatched the ‘Paragana’ of Nagaur from Indrasingh and 
awarded it to his younger brother Rajadhiraj Bakhafc Singh. 

At the time of Indrasingh’s death at Delhi in 1732 A.D. 
he held provinces of Sirsa, Bhatner, Poonia and Baihanlval 4 
as a mark of Imperial favour,. 


1 Badshuh Kama, Vol. II, p. 403. 

2 Alamglr Nama, p 288. 

3 MaaBir-i-AlamgTri, pp. 175-170. 

4 These facts are corroborated by a letter, dated the 4th October 1732 A. D., of the minister 
of Rujadhiraj Bakbat Singh addressed to the agent of Maharaja Abbaisingh of Marwar at the 
Imperial Court. 



5. False charges against Maharaja Jaswantsingh I of Jodhpur 

and one of his queens. 

Reed s$ the fourth History Ccrzress ceSd zt Lshore m December IB40.' 


On hearing about the illness of Emperor Shah Jahan 
when princes Aurangzeb and Murad marched towards Agra in 
165S A.D.. prince Darashikoh. with the consent of the ailing 
Emperor, deputed Maharaja -Jaswant Singh I, the ruler of 
Jodhpur to cheek their advance. But unfortunately, almost 
all the imperial nobles intrigued with prince Aurangzeb, and 
therefore the Maharaja could not get any information regard- 
ing the movements of the opponents, until the armies of both 
the princes (i.e Aurangzeb and Murad) joined near Depalpur 
and finally moved towards Ujjain. 

Later on, in a pitched battle between the Maharaja and 
the two princes Qasimkhan, the commander of the Imperial 
forces, and fifteen other Muslim nobles with their associates, 
pretending shortage of munitions stopped firing of their guns 
and slipped away from the field. 

Under these circumstances the Maharaja was obliged to 
face the enemies with only seven Hindu nobles. But in the 
course of the fray when the Maharaja himself got wounded, 
and many of his warriors had fallen and further resistance 
became impossible, Rathor Ratansingh, the Raja of Ratlam, 
took over the command to save the life of the Maharaja, the 
leader of the Rathor clan, and with repeated and earnest 
requests made Mm retire in spite of his reluctance to do so. 



$$ glories of marwar and the glorious BATHORS. 

We quote here some authorities in support of the above 
fact : — 

1. Ishardas writes in his “Fatuhat-i-Alamglri”:— 

“ Jaswant wanted to ride into the struggle and get slain, but 
Maheshdas, Askaran and other Pradhans seized his bridle 
and brought him away” (see p. 21 b). 

2. Mir Muhammad Masum writes in his “Tarlkh-i-Shah 
Shujai” 

“The Maharaja was wounded and fell down from his horse. 
His devoted Rajputs wanted to take him to a safe place. He 

forbade it, saying . They did not listen to him, but 

removed the wounded man full of severe pains”, (see p. 50 b) 

3. Aqilkhan writes in his “Vaqayat-i-Alamglri” : — 

“The Raja, in spite of his receiving two wounds, stood firmly 
and encouraged the Rajputs as far as possible” (see p. 31 ). 

4. Manucci writes in his “ Storia Do Mogor ” : — 

“The Raja never ceased to fight most desperately until at 
length he saw himself left with only the smallest remnant of 
his force”. (See Vol. I p. 259). 

5. Francois Bernier writes in his “Travels in the Mughul 
Empire” : — 

“ Jaswantsingh displayed extraordinary valour, disputing 
every inch of ground with skill and pertinacity. With regard 
to Qasimkhan, although it cannot be denied that he deserved 
the celebrity he had hitherto enjoyed, yet upon the present 
occasion he approved himself neither a dexterous general nor a 
courageous soldier: he was even suspected of treachery, and of 
having concealed in the sand, during the night that preceded 
the battle, the greater part of his ammunition, a few volleys 
having left the army without powder or ball. However this 
may be, the action was well supported and the passage 

vigorously, opposed. It was then that Qasimkhan 

ingloriously fled from the field, leaving Jaswantsingh exposed 
to the most imminent peril. That undaunted Raja was beset 
on all sides by an overwhelming force, and saved only by the 
affecting devotion of his Rajputs, the greater part of whom 
died at his feet. Fewer than six hundred of these brave men, 
whose number at the commencement of the action amounted 
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to nearly eight thousand, survived the carnage of that 
dreadful day. With this faithful remnant, the Raja retired to 
his own territory.” (See pp. 38—39) . 

6. Col. Tod writes in his “Annals and Antiquities of 
Rajasthan”:— 

“ -.as soon as the battle joined, when the Moghul horse 

deserted and left him at the head of his thirty thousand 
Rajputs, deemed, however, by their leader and themselves 
sufficient against any odds.” “Jaswant, spear in hand, mounted 
his steed Mahbub, and charged the Imperial brothers; ten 
thousand Muslims fell in the onset, which cost seventeen 

hundred Rathors, . Aurang and Murad only escaped 

because their days were not yet numbered. Mahbub and his 
rider were covered with blood, ‘Jasa’ looked like a famished 
lion, and like one he relinquished his prey.” The bard is fully 
confirmed in his relation of the day, both by the Moghul, 
historian and by Bernier,” (See Vol. II, pp. 980— 981, edited by 
Crooke) . 

7. Sir Jadunath Sarkar writes in his “History of Aura- 
ngzeb” : — 


Raisingh’s flight had already uncovered Jaswant’s right 
flank, the fall of Iftilchar Khan exposed his left. Meantime 
his van had almost entirely melted away; part of it had 
perished around Mukundsmgh in his heroic charge; of the rest, 
the Chandravat Rajputs and Bundelas had fled, and the 
Musalmans under Qasimkhan, who had kept aloof from the 
fighting, prepared to run away as they saw Aurangzeb’s host 
advancing on them. Only one course was left to a Rajput 
general under such circumstances, he must charge into the 
thickest press of the enemy and die amidst a heap of the slain. 
And this Jaswant wanted to do. He had fought valiantly for 
four hours and by firmly keeping his own ground he had so 
long saved the Imperial Centre, the pivot on which his whole 
army rested. In spite of two wounds, his voice and example 
had cheered the Rajputs. But now Aurangzeb from the front, 
Murad from the left, and Safshikankhan from the right, 
were converging on him like a tumultuous flood, to envelop 
his small remnant of clansmen. Such a combat could have only 
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one issue : victory was impossible but a hero’k death no less 
dear to theRajput heart— was within his reach. He wanted to 
drive his horse into the advancing enemy s lanks and get slain. 
But his generals Askaran and Maheshadas Gaur, and 
Goverdhan, and other ministers seized his bridle and dragged 
his horse out of the field. Mughal princes might cut each 
others throats, but why should the head of the Ra£hors and 
the hope of Marwar give up his life in their domestic quarrel? 
With a few Rathors, mostly wounded -the sole remnant of 
his gallant band the vanquished general took the road to 
Jodhpur.” .(See Vol. II, pp. 20-21). 

Now in the presence of so many proofs, how a sane man 
can rely on the version of Khafikhan (Mohammad Hasham), 
who writes in his book called “Muntakhibullubab” : — 

“Every minute the dark ranks of the infidel Rajputs 
were dispersed by the prowess of the followers of Islam. 
Dismay and great fear fell upon the heart of Jaswant, their 
leader, and he, far from acting like one of the renowned class 
of Rajas, turned his back upon the battle, and was content 
to bring upon himself ever lasting infamy. Qasimkhan 
and other imperial nobles were also obliged to follow him”. 
(See Vol. II, p. 18). 

t 

The language used by Khafikhan is itself a proof of his 
malignity against the Hindu Maharaja and therefore it is 
apparent that he simply tried to divert the charge of treachery 
and cowardice from one of his co-religionists to a Hindu ruler. 

As regards the charge of pride or delay in action brought 
against Maharaja Jaswant I by Col. Tod in his “Annals and 
Antiquities of Rajasthan” as under:— 

“The battle which ensued was lost by the temerity of 

Rathor commander-in-chief, who might have crushed the 
rebellious hopes of Aurangzeb, to whom he purposely gave 
time to effect a junction with his brother Murad, from the 
vainglorious desire to conquer two princes at once. Dearly did 
he pay for his presumption, for he had given time to the wily 
prince to sow intrigues in his camp, which were disclosed as 
soon as the battle joined.” (See Vol. II, p. 980)'. 
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we quote here two passages from Bernier’s travels which 
themselves will repudiate the above charge: — 

(1) “But Shah Jahan privately suggested the same 
measures of caution and forbearance, which were practised in 
the case of Sultan Suja”. .(See p. 37) 

(2) “It appears certain, indeed, that he (Aurangzeb) was 

at this time totally incapable of opposing any effectual 
resistance, and that Qasimkhan and the Raja might have 
obtained an easy victory The two commanders, how- 

ever, were compelled by their secret orders quietly to take a 
position on the banks of the river, and to content themselves 
with disputing the passage”. .(See p. 38) . 

Further Sir Jadunath Sarkar also writes in his “History 
of Aurangzeb”: — 

“Jaswant had been charged by Shah Jahan to send the 
two rebellious princes back to their own provinces with as 
little injury to them as possible, and to fight them only as a 
last recourse.” (See Vol. IT, p. 5) 

These lines also support Bernier’s version. 

Later comes the charge of folly or obstinacy, whatever we 
may call it, against one of the queens of the Maharaja. 
Francois Bernier writes: — 

“I may here relate the. disdainful reception experienced 
by the valiant Jaswantsingh from his wife, a daughter of the 
house of Rana. When it was announced that he was appro- 
aching with his gallant band of about five hundred Rajputs, 
the melancholy remnant of nearly eight thousand, at the head 
of whom he had fought with noble intrepidity, quitting the 
field from necessity, but not with dishonour, instead of sending 
to congratulate the gallant soldier on his escape, and console 
him in his misfortune, she dryly commanded that the gates of 
the castle should be closed against him. “The man is covered 
with infamy,” she said, “and he shall notenter within these 
walls. I disown him for my husband, and these eyes can 
never again behold him. No son-in-law of Rana can possess 
soul so abject. He who is allied to his illustrious house must 
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imitate the virtues of the great man: if he cannot vanquish 
he should die. ” The next moment the temper of her mind 
took another turn. ‘Prepare the funeral pile', she exclaimed, 
“The fire shall consume my body. I am deceived, my husband 
is certainly dead ; it cannot possibly be otherwise; ” and then 
again, transported with rage, she broke into the bitterest 
reproaches. In this humour she continued eight or nine days, 
refusing the whole of that time to see her husband. The 
arrival of her mother was attended, however, with a beneficial 
effect: she, in some measure, appeased and comforted her 
daughter, by solemnly promising, in the Raja’s name, that as 
soon as he should be somewhat recovered from his fatigue, he 
would collect a second army, attack Aurangzeb, and fully 
retrieve his reputation* 

This anecdote may serve as a specimen of the spirit, which 
animates the women of this country. I might mention several 
instances of the same kind, ” (See pp. 40-41 ). 

We find almost a similar story in Khafikhan’s “Munta-khib 
ul-lubab”, but there the place of the Shishodani Rani, who 
according to Bernier, belonged to Rana’s family has been given 
to Had! Rani, said to be the daughter of Hada Chhatrasal 
(See Vol, II, pp. 44). 

Col. Tod has also quoted this story from Bernier. But the 
well known historian of the Ranas of Udaipur and the author 
of ‘Virvinod,’ relates this story with Hadi Rani and not with 
the Shishodani Rani of Jaswant. (See Vol. II, pp. 824-825). 

Moreover, though no such event is traced in the old 
chronicles of Bundl, yet Surajmal, the bard of Bundl, who 
being specially prejudiced against the Rathor rulers of 
Jodhpur, could not restrain himself from tarnishing the glory 
of a well known ruler of Jodhpur, and giving false credit to a 
Bundl princess, which was not at all her due. In his “Vamsha 
Bhaskar” he writes: — 

“The day on which Jaswant, fleeing from the battle field 
arrived at Jodhpur had been allotted to his Hadi Rani and 
therefore he entered her apartment. The Rani, coming to 
know of the flight of her husband ordered the cooks to stop the 
rattle of the metal utensils, got removed all the weapons from 
her apartments, covered her ivory bangles with cloth, and put 
off all the jingling ornaments and thus she received her lord. 
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But when he asked the reason of her covering the ivory 
bangles she replied— "Perhaps the rattling of metal, the sight of 
weapons and ivory, and the jingle of ornaments may frighten 
you my lord and thus interrupt us in our meeting.” The Raja 
was much ashamed to hear these words”. (See pp. 2698-99). 

Manucci writes this story in his Storia Do Mogor as 
under: - 


"Things remained thus for some years, until 

Aurangzeb, who had then become king, offered himself as a 

mediator to restore friendship between them As a 

mark of respect to the king’s requests, she reluctantly 
consented. Nevertheless, she never forebore from showing 
the rajah a wry face as a token of her disapproval, which she 
persisted in with much rancour. Once the Rajah wanted to eat 
a melon, and along with it the serving maid presented a knife. 
Thereupon Raniji suddenly fell upon the maid and seized her 
by the hair, beating and thumping her, saying: ‘Knowest thou 
not the courage of this runaway, that when he sees a bit of 
iron of any sort he swoons?’ ‘This was her behaviour for 
the rest of her life.” (Storia Do Mogor Vol. II, P. 261-262). 

These baseless and conflicting stories show that Bernier 
or some one else, who heard about the brave deeds performed 
by the Rajput ladies all over Rajputana and specially at 
Mewar, invented such a story and the later writers followed 
him blindly with some modifications. 

It is quite clear that though the Imperial Muslim nobles, 
as well as some Hindu Mansabdars left the battle field and a 
large number of the Maharaja’s own warriors were killed, he 
went on facing the princes bravely even after being wounded 
more than once, but was forcibly removed from the field by 
his kinsmen and ministers. Moreover the fight was a 
domestic quarrel among the princes and did not effect Marwar, 
as is stated by Sir Jadunath Sarkar and quoted above, hence 
there seems to be no reason for a sane Rajput wife to adopt 
such a foolish attitude towards her husband. The different 
versions found in different books also prove its fabrication. 
Dr. Ojha has also discredited this story in his Rajputane- 
ka-Itihas, (Vol. IV, part I, p. 436) 



6. Letters exchanged between Emperor Aurangzeb 
and his son Prince Mohammed Akbar. 


(Read at the XX Congress International Des Orientalists held at Brussels m September 193$ 
as well as at Second Indian History Congress held at Allahabad in October 1938 and published 
in its proceedings, pp, 355-360) 


After the death of Maharaja Jaswant Singh I, at Jamrud 
in 1678 A. D., the Emperor Aurangzeb annexed Marwar and 
the Rathor nobles were obliged to keep their newly born 
ruler, Maharaja Ajitsingh, concealed in the mountains and 
raise the banner of revolt against the oppressor. When the 
pressure of these Rathors grew untolerable the Emperor 
himself reached Ajmer and sent his son Prince Mohammed 
Akbar to quell the rebellion. But soon Durgadas, Sonag and 
other chiefs of Rathor nobility prepared Akbar to usurp the 
throne of Delhi, like his own father, and proclaim himself 
the Emperor of India on the 3rd January 1681 A. D. 

It was a great shock to the Emperor, as at that time he 
was camping with a very small army and so he tried to 
deceive his son by sending him the following letter:— 

Translation of the letter. 

“Dearest son, light of the eyes and dearer than life being 
blessed with special favours should know — Almighty knows 
well that we loved him better than all his other brothers. 
Our benevolent self had always kept his health, wealth, pros- 
perity and comfort at heart. But due to his unworthiness 
he has fallen into the trap of the deceitful Rajputs and being 
driven away, like Adam from the lap of his mother and the 
side of his father, is now wandering in the forests and moun- 
tains of misery and is contemplating to execute malicious 
plans and conspiracies. 
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Learning the mournful news of his roaming about in 
wilderness and discomfort, we are greatly pained and have 
lost the charm of our own pleasures. Fie ! it is a great pity 
that leaving aside the regal dignity, that simple and inexpe- 
rienced boy neither took pity on his own self nor his wife 
and children and has given himself over to beastly and cruel 
Rajputs and is rolling here and there like a ball fallen into the 
hands of rude people. 

Father has a natural love for his sons. Though this son 
has committed great faults, yet we do not want that he be 
treated according to his deserts. 

“If the son is a heap of ashes yet he is the collyrium of 
his parents’ eyes 1 ”. 

Done is done. But even now, if on showing him the right 
path, he repents for his misdeeds and returns in our service 
the pen of pardon will be struck through the records of his 
faults and those gifts and favours, which he could not have 
even dreamt before, will be bestowed on him,. 

Though for the bestowal of those favours his presence in 
person is not essential, yet his evil reputation is now widely 
known and every young and old has heard about his follies, 
it is necessary that once he should present himself in the 
court and efface this black spot from his forehead. 

How Jaswant, the leader of these Rathors, behaved with 
Darashikoh and how far he helped him is so well known that 
it requires no repetition. That son who has built castles in 
air on the promises of these Rathors will reap nothing else 
but repentence. 

He should bear all this well in mind and may wisdom and 
light guide him”. 

Prince Mohammed Akbar’s reply to fas father. 

“Mohammad Akbar, the youngest son, humbly informs 
his father, who is revered in both in this world and the next 
that the mandate, which was addressed to the youngest son for 

1 Ibe matter given m inverted commaain both the letters re-produced here is in counlets m the 
original letters. 
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the special purpose, was received in good time and on auspi- 
cious occasion. After humble submission its ink has been 
anointed in the eyes of wisdom as collyrium and by knowing 
its favourable purpose eyes of the heart were enlightened. 

In reply to each and every instruction, inscribed by the 
paternal pen, a few words are written which are true and 
if judged impartially, will be found not far from justice. 

You have written that you had loved him ( the youngest 
son) more than all the other sons, but his own unworthiness 
ignored this great generosity and has thrown himself in the 
whirlpool of folly. 

Emperor of spiritual and temporal world! may he be safe, 
as the duty of a son is to serve and please his father, likewise 
the duty of a father is to bring up, educate and guard the 
health and life of his son. Praise be to God, uptill now 
I have left no stone unturned in service and obedience, but 
how can I enumerate the favours of Your Majesty. As one 
from a thousand or as if a drop from the ocean it is brought 
to the notice that to help and side with the youngest son is the 
foremost duty of a revered father always and everywhere, 
but Your Majesty, leaving aside the love of all the other sons, 
have bestowed the title of “ Shah ” upon the eldest son and 
declared him the heir-apparent. How this action can be 
justified ? 

Every son has got equal right in his father’s property. 
Which religion permits of preference of one over the others ? 
There is another true and omniscient Emperor, in whose work- 
shop of power and -wisdom there is no place for false logic. 
To elevate or degrade rests upon His will, which is not devoid 
of prudence. But what to speak of Your Majesty’s religious 
mindedness, justice and wisdom, which are an open book 
to all. 

‘Let us see whom the beloved Almighty loves and 
favours’. 

Your Majesty is the originator and preceptor of this path. 
How can this path which has been chosen by Your Majesty 
be called wrong ? 
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‘When iny father sold the garden of paradise foi 2 giains 
of wheat, i shall I not be called unworthy of him if I do not 
sell it for a grain of barley’. 

‘Worthy son is he who follows in the footsteps of his Sire’. 

If one wants to prosper like his father he should learn to 
act like him. 2 

Your Majesty! man has always faced difficulties and 
dangers. Mighty monarchs like Taimur 3 and Akbar 4 had 
gained their objectives after surmounting numerous difficulties. 

‘He who is not prepared to face difficulties will never gain 
any pleasure.’ 

It is proved by history that' he who bears no hardship of 
darkness cannot qualify himself to taste nectar and he who 
faces no troubles cannot taste the fruits of pleasure,' as there 
is no flower without thorn and no treasure without serpent. 

‘ He who kisses the blade of sword embraces the goddess of 
the kingly fortune.’ 

When every hardship is followed by prosperity, by the 
grace of Almighty, there is every hope that in a few days the 
fulfilment of desires will be within sight and the state of 
perplexity and wandering may change into success and pleasure. 

Your Majesty hints that to what extent Jaswant, the 
leader of the Rathors, helped Darashikoh is well known and 
that the promises and words of the Rathor clan are not to be 
relied upon, may be quite correct. But Your Majesty has not 


1 According to Mohmedan belief God created Adam and kept him m paradise instructing 
him not to eat the fruit of knowledge (wheat). But Adam disobeyed His command. Being 
displeased God hurled him down m this mortal world. 

The well knowm Persian poet Hafiz of Shiraz has composed a poem expressing the idea — if I 
shall not do something more than what my father has done I shall be called an unworthy son. 
Prince Akbar has quoted this couplet m his letter here declaring “When my father has done 
such things, either 1 must do something more or gi\e myself up to he called an unworthy eon’\ 

2. This is from Sheikh Sadi of Shiraz the well knowm Persian poet 

3. The word ‘Sahib Qiran’ used for Taimur here means— the Lord of happy conjunction of 
stars or a fortunate and invincible hero 

4. The word ‘Areha AshiyanP used for Emperor Akbar here means nestling at the foot of the 
dnjne throne. 
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reached the depth of the facts, because Your Majesty has no 
brains. In fact, Darashikoh had a dislike for this clan and 
therefore he met just what he deserved. 

Had he been friendly with these people from the very 
beginning he would not have been reduced to such an extremity. 

Emperor Akbar — peace be on him, strengthening the ties 
of alliance with them, conquered the whole of India and on 
their strength made his empire firm. This is the very race with 
whose help Mahabatkhan obtained control over the Emperor 
Jahangir. The bravery of Rajputs cannot be easily forgotten, 
as only three hundred of them performed great deeds of valour, 
like Rustum, befitting their tradition, even when Your Majesty, 
himself was adorning the crown and throne at the capital. 1 
Jaswant was the same who had disgraced Your Majesty more 
than once even in your campaigns against enemies and Your 
Majesty seeing no way of avenging the insults deliberately 
overlooked the matter. That was the same Jaswant, whom 
Your Majesty kept away by various promises and pretexts from 
joining Darashikoh and that was the very cause of your victory, 
over your brother. 

Praise be to their loyalty who sacrifice their heads for 
their prince and even do not hesitate to put their lives at stake. 

0 Emperor of India! many princes and nobles are in 
search of Seva 2 since the last 3 years, yet it is only first day 
for them. All this does not cause surprise because ministers 
are helpless, nobles untrustworthy, soldiers inefficient, clerks 
worthless, merchants paupers and the people down-trodden. 
The Deccan, a land like heaven, has become deserted and aban- 
doned as a forest and a mountain. Burhanpur— the abode of 
pleasure, which is like a mole on the cheek of the earth, gives 
a spoiled and deserted appearance. Aurangabad which bears 
Your Majesty’s name and hence is an important city among 
others, shivers like quick-silver by the massacres and plunders of 
the enemy's forces. The administrators enjoy at home and the 


L The three hundred Ku] carried mny their infant prince Aptsingh to Manvar agamst the 
wishes of the Emperor, 

Well Known Maharattii knight Sbhaji, vrbo died on 5th April 16S0, but probably the 
imt might meant Snmbhu hi* son and mccvzmr. 
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people are at the mercy of the enemy . 1 Where such atrocities 
prevail, there is no wonder if the inhabitants of the place find 
themselves unable to praise and bless their king,. High persons 
of old nobility and respected people live in obscurity, while the 
work of administration and the strings of advisors are in the 
hands of low born and wicked persons. Cotton cleaners, 
weavers, soap-sellers and sweepers wield power. 

Persons dressed in loose garments, to hide their treachery 
and deceit, hold the net of the satan in the shape of a rosary 
and preach religion. While Your Majesty considering them 
friends, advisors and ministers, like Gibrael 2 , Michael 3 and 
Israfil 4 , have delegated your powers in their hands. 

Those knaves, who sow wheat but sell barley, getting 
opportunity declare a feather of a pigeon as that of a red duck 
and a straw a mountain. 

‘In the reign of king Alamglr, the champion of the faith, 
soap-sellers have become law givers and religious heads’. 

‘Carders and weavers take pride in knowing the secrets of 
the Emperor’s court’. 

‘Rogues wield such powers that scholars wait at their 
doors’. 

‘Fools exercise such great authority as was never dreamt 
of by the wise’. 

‘God forbid, in these unsettled times horses are kicked by 
asses’. 

Your Majesty’s orders are thrown to the winds. Justice 
and wisdom have disappeared. The officials of the kingdom 
have become merchants and traders. They buy positions with 
money and sell them to fulfil their base desires. 

He who eats salt breaks the salt-cellar. The time is not 
far away when the foundation of the kingdom may collapse. 


1, Maharaja, army. 

2, Gibrael — an angel of bod. 

3, Michael — another angel, 

4, Isratil The angel of death, who is to blow the last trumpet. 
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When such conditions exist and there seems no hope of 
change in Your Majesty’s policy, the kingly duties force me to 
clear the country of Hindustan by removing rubbish and thorns 
spread in the shape of rogues and oppressors and to uproot 
lawlessness by promoting the wise and learned. By doing so, 
the creation of God, after being free from anxiety and oppres- 
sion, engage themselves calmly in their own pursuits and the 
fame which is real and eternal may everlast in the world. 

How good it would be, if Your Majesty develops the desire 
of leaving this work in the hands of your youngest son and 
yourself start on a holy pilgrimage of Mecca and Madina to 
gain eternal bliss and make the world ever grateful and 
thankful. 

Your Majesty has lost a greater part of your life in covet- 
ing the worldly objects, which are more unreal than dreams 
and more unsteady than the shadows of the clouds. Now the 
time has come when you should do something for the next 
world in order to atone for the past sins, which were perpe- 
trated in your prime of life, to satisfy the greed of worldly 
desires, by your outrageous conduct towards your revered 
father and noble brothers. 

‘These sixty years are wasted in sleep. Yet try to make a 
better use of the rest’.. 

Besides this the trouble taken by the paternal pen in 
thrusting some more advices, deserves admiration. 

‘What good have you done to your father which you expect 
from your son’. 

‘You tender advice to others, but better try to hear your- 
self first whatever you have to say to others.’ 

‘When you cannot cure yourself keep away from advising 
others.’ 

I regard it a stroke of good fortune that you advise me to 
return to you. But the memory of treatment meted out to your 
father and brothers, since early days of your youth, creates a 
just fear and suspicion in the mind of one, who, has become 
target of anger without sufficient cause and that fear and 
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suspicion is not groundless. But if your gracious Majesty 
take the trouble to come here this suspicion will be dispelled 
and peace and pleasure reign in their place. 

‘We are unable to reach that elevated door, but if kindly 
grace steps forward it will be more appropriate.’ 

On Your Majesty’s arrival when the mind will be appeased 
hearty obedience to the kindly commands will be deemed a good 
fortune. 

In this unknown State 

‘Kill or grant pardon, my head lies at your door; I am not 
to give commands, but am at your mercy !’ 

With greatest respects. May the sun of kingship ever 
shine’. 

A good deal of information is gained from these letters 
about the conditions prevailing at that time and the causes of 
the rise and fall of the Mughal Empire. 



7. A Letter of Maharaja Ajitsinghji relating to the Emergency 
Administration of Marwar. 

Published in ‘New Indian Antiquary Bombay Vol. / No. 7 
(I October 1988 ) pp. 4U-U9. 


On the death of Maharaja Jaswantsingh I, in 1678 A. D. 
the emperor Aurangzeb annexed Marwar. But after 28 years 
of continual fight his son Maharaja Ajitsingh re-captured 
Jodhpur, the capital of the State, as soon as the Emperor 
Aurangzeb died, in 1707 A. D., in the Deccan. After this his 
son and successor Bahadur Shah also invaded Marwar and 
compelled Maharaja Ajitsingh to leave the State administra- 
tion in the hands of the Mughal officials and to accompany 
him against his brother Kambaksh. But as soon as Bahadur 
Shah crossed the Narbada, Maharaja Ajit returned to his 
capital and driving away the Mughal garrison took the reins 
of the administration in his own hands. 

In 1713 A. D. Emperor Farrukhsiyar, who ascended the 
throne of Delhi after Jahandar Shah, sent an army under 
Sayyad Husainallkhan against Marwar. As soon as this news 
reached Jodhpur, Maharaja Ajitsingh went towards Tilwara 
in the western part of Marwar for war preparations and sent 
his trustworthy and loyal noble Chanpavat Thakur K5o 
Bhagvandas to Jodhpur with a letter containing a number of 
detailed instructions to be carried on. 

This letter will give an idea of the condition prevailing 
then and the manner in which the affairs of the State were 
managed at the time of emergency and will also throw light on 
the administrative qualities of Maharaja Ajitsingh of 
Marwar. 
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( sg^T ^ ^ 35-T^ ^0 

^ Earner rmm I % 

%fer^ g?cqgir Ht fo* ^ W™ ^ ^ * 

( gg* q;r 5fosf ) 

wt gsjr ^tq?ft qgrastrrsrcra wgrasw wtefataftkg^ft feraft i 

q?ft 5jq cHflRST *7*sT gC ^CCStcT =CT ?R 51% T^iq ZgC 

faqrcqi, o' q^ Hgt qjsr gRq> n 

( qgma & g^atg^q ) 

"Swtf 

cRCflinr gisftBTq g^raer taw tagc rarer taraa qrasigV i 

si wf gmat ii 

(q?T) 

x%g sft rgsr #qm reretsmrqTqr «ft fggqa qiargig ^qqcft 

sgrecsrtfstcrsr rfgretw sftarsTtqflrqsrt ssrera qhrre srterqf&snft tq abater astr 
fqqrjtsre *tw tra sitqtgrsfrai^ qtaa<aa ag latagcg srret star *t 

suaqre arerq qtgr ^tar *rt sftgq»ir r?nreq> ^ *nq»q» srfSTcfT qresft I 

qlfqq— 

\. cfmgt gtss %gl 

q.. 5T5i^ qprrc nrar:gt*t xw.^ sngqt *fs% gaare* aiflgr erg arcaa 
^ft wa^ra tatsn sngqt =sngr% t^far ffter gta ht snagt are# i 

g. sjtsft- q #: qlqr qjgiig' qiri sjT^qifi ?ft sfigsjcg srcsi f^rer# turf* *re# 
q gg# ^ arrertg q«ir masrr gag# Woaaiff q sftgsjr: a sresr fia©# # agiflfaret 
areaicr sasr qig% §na fcirg gta iaraa greft i 

y. gre5tgrer5r fstaare ?:t arrertg virst stj! are % §nft gaftara #«?*# q 

W3T aftfqqft q sftsft g3£5S qtai grew® TTaft g^3T tqR3 gt^ft I 

v. qqqqiT3T q ^ra^fq tgrnt i 

s. qsTir nrnlf qra girqfiwig #it ti^ujjt srrqjgtg a^T qraqi^ nt^tgt qiqR 
qrai attar snt i 

'S. ns 3NT ?rat ?crrgrgt % atqi ^rrt: ^grqqft i 

i qi?f qta I 5 qfer ?u ^ i ^ qqia t * q?t i v sjq i i i 
'i wql% i =; far^% j s qqq i 
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rr 4 IT? r> W9f 3T'~rfT ~IWT RR 'Tl^TT sfat a *5 W $S»r 

sftat *r$* at 5 T!-tt at am atnr fra ara t^ftst at mr I 
e. grtoa arcr aorc? n gaFtatc? H-w % St«rr wft^rnfr I 

5 c, ifmT5T«T a ?qT5TTTH a «T «ig SHlTf 711*7 «K^rTT t?psft % 

iiififca bit srt sraTrert ’’fj# at bngft arg Inina ?i7ft Tit tuiRt 

orr^TT rr 9R% H^T tqia ^TeTT I 

s- \, stem* - *3 ^wsft q?R srragT sneat 3 u% an# a at garr aram^ at 
saaraT# •--Jr mtaat wnff $ #1#: ?j it nr gatn taiaa £r# sum straw a 
' %?ft itnf ^xe sria at aijTST atm gaii? m ^at St thus St atm tra ^at ^ 
-Tarara #t tf## #a at Tran atm at ft sunrnr ^anri % ntmr mt ata ttcw 
r^r a mra arr ?,ra a q% glrc g# nrer =a?R# % gs? at gtmrngr araat t|i 


? =. a;tq^n gar a irta srra ahu mragrn ail gam 1 arm^rr m?r aatap ata i 

»a. Tr^aaraTa *t at mam Tua# I 

?y. 3%r ntnr aram t| *aaT sni air fair aat T?t I 

s>s. atn sttl at ainfm mai % aram t§ i 

\$.. ?#anr grn mt manaam St afsarrat mt #iamt % aia mtarcff 5m 
mt a aftarsT i 

5 vs. Z '~' r qat ?ra a sftat a ml % atdt g aril ait % #at a gftar 
aaraa sonar# at unci awtfeirft i 
fa^frtt a gRTisft I 

1 $. k C%a 4 art^ at vrat aia % a a?t at qs^ift W aiq^m i 
Oo. yftrir ^ »| arr^mt ant at aa^eft aat ?^trfaqtt *ia at?5frt tat 
^7? ainiat a*t a?ifaa €t atf<aa a at at tt aan ?ig m g«a snt 
at am nrTra araat ntststt ) 

<tuia ataas''”' narat I 

aa. aftarwT?w v " ataar asamn =atrftr\ wf€a % K as i 
&b. q^frt *ata ir^uft atat antia Kraat i 
<4a^ 7i ataai ga s g n astaia 


■V- s:iaf \ 7 1 3*SK I 7- f^t375 | 77 | 7 v £t*!T I 

7S- H^nit« 1 1’, WR 1 7V5 1 7* «R , 7g_ ^ , 

%« 7 tmR=awR<B 1 - 7 aaai 75 for l as sa^at t -v ^wawttaa 1 
^ ™ ' 5 : ! ^ ^ w 1 O^lt 1 ^ v ^ , 

5 n f57t <& qi ara i? at%R% aiam «u ^rft eft w acl sa «na j 

u^fersn r*.#tn sv at^ . n at%% 1 ^ r^ 3 , 

j c r^m^i u tvmp&u v. aat ^4 *7 tifcn 1 v , v t fan 
W a?-.7t t ^fa-at^ qi t ^ ataa-rol <a , , w 
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(vm k ter m wg^O 

Zizuz xtrimek faro* s^war ^ gowra <rcra<nr*T Ipteg *faf <rcJt*tni 
^ifr^trtg l srafa snsm fr^rc^H^m Tt^r 1 


xc *:f^§ | vt ^ffafa 'RSI^gitr I 

60. Champa, one of the younger brothers of Rao Jodhaji, the founder of Jodhpur, was a 
well known warrior His eighth m descent Rao Bhagworda6 to whom this letter was addressed, 
served Maharaja AjitsinghjI during the occupation of Marwar by the Mohemmadans. His loyal 
services had been summarised by the Maharaja himself in the following couplet. 

flirafat fatJTrsfal, w?i sates fattens i 
fafat fa fat jtsvii: rri| fafa gar gr^carst li 

(i e ) Bbag'vandas, son of Jogidas, who is the leader of all the brave nobles, fought the enemies of 
Marwar and kept the honour of his clan un- tarnished. 

His ninth descendant was Rao Bahadur Thakur Mangal Singhji, 0 I. E., a noble soul, who 
served the Jodhpur Darbar loyally and faithfully as a member of the 8tate Council. His eldest 
son the present Thakur of Pokaran is Rao Bahadur Thakur Cham Singh, M A., LL. B., (who lately 
retired from the membership of the Council) and who enjoys the hereditary privilege of occupying 
the first seat on the right side row of the nobles of Marwar Darbar 
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Translation 

The tap lines written m Maharaja Apisinghji’s own hand-imting 
run a* below : — 

“We have sent you as a special favour to serve the country 
and command you to carry out carefully the detailed instruc- 
tions issued by us.” 

Then there is a royal seal which contains : — 

“Glory be to Shrl Huzur Chhatrapati, Maharajadhiraj, 
Maharaja Shri Ajitsinghji Deva. 

Hari, Amba, Shiva, Sun and Ganesh— may these live 
deities always bestow favours.” 

Then there is a mark of approved in his own calligraphy and another 
three lines which go as under : — 

“It is our Command. 

“This royal mandate under our own signature and royal 
seal is issued under the shadow of God.” 

Translation of the letter. 

“By order of the— blessed, adorned with many auspicious 
qualities, protector of Hindus, emperor, sovereign ruler, king 
of kings, Maharaja Shri Ajitsinghji and his heir-apparent 
AbhaisinghjI Rao Bhagvandas, son of Jogldas, has been sent 
to Jodhpur, our capital, as a mark of special favour, to look 
after all the State affairs and act according to our auspicious 
command. 

1. He should remain at Jodhpur. 

2. He should watch over the affairs of Ajmer, Merta and 
Nagaur, and be observant of Brahmans, Mahajans and 
Kayasths even if they are reliable, and find out the purpose of 
the people who leave the place openly or secretly. 

3. May God forbid, even then, if anything untoward 
happens he should write to us and should not depend on others, 
but send a messenger or trustworthy man with a written 
report, which will be submitted to us through Mahasingh and 
its reply too will be communicated through him. 
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4. He should send his reports of current rumours and 

matters related to the administration with State messengers 
and the orders from us will always be communicated to l him 
and Mahasingh jointly. ' 

5. He should always be cautious in his duties. - 

6. He should, for the safety of the State, keep -friendly 
relations with others, so that when need be they may come - to 
our help from our land and from Godwad,- Sirohi and Hagaur.- 

7. He should stock all necessary things in the fort and 
mount guns on all strategic points. 

8. He should manage the affairs of the fort in such a way 
that it may stand the siege of the enemy till the time of our 
arrival. God willing, we hope to reach early on receipt of 
information, yet it may take at least twenty or twenty-five, 
days. 

9. Letters from other officials as well as from you should, 

be sent together. , - 

10. Goyanddas and Dayaldas have been instructed to keep 
you in touch from time to time and if there will be any objec-- 
tion to their action simultaneous orders will be issued to both 
of you through them, then you should carry out their fresh 
instructions. 

11. If a QazI (Lawgiver), a Mulla (religious preacher)' 
or a newswriter comes from Ajmer on any pretext he should 
be kept away from the people of Merta. We shall also issue- 
necessary instructions on such occasions. But such a man 
should not be allowed to approach nearer and if he comes at 
all you should not allow him to take possession and refuse 
rations. Moreover, if any wicked person dares to approach, you 
should stealthily get him killed at night by sending twenty or 
thirty mounted or foot soldiers and then the next morning 
institute a false search and investigate’ the matter. Special' 
care should be taken of Bisalpur. 

12. Carvans may pass through Gudha but not through 
J odhpur. It is our command that it should not come nearer 
to any town. 
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13. You should also guard the affairs of Ahmadabad. 

14. You should watch the affairs at Udaipur and inform 
us of the departure and arrival of the people there. 

15. If necessary, keep friendly with the people of Ghanerao. 

16. Whatever you hear communicate it to the news-writer, 
so that he may write it to us and whatever you think more 
important you should write yourself. 

17. Take care of customs duty and see whether it has been 
duly charged on goods imported in Marwar or exported to 
Delhi. No partiality need be allowed. 

18. None should be shown undue favours. 

19. If they carry on well, all is for the good, otherwise 
take them to task according to circumstances. 

20. If we censure your work do not lose heart. Whenever 
we would like to make a necessary change in the policy, we 
shall send you same instructions through Mahasingh as well as 
directly, at the same time, and then you should make changes 
in your management accordingly. 

21. Be always confident at heart. 

22. You should keep watch on border lands all round the 
country. 

23. You should arrange to send detachments on Deval and 
Sindhal Rajputs and Raddhara town.” 

Dated 5th day of the bright half of Bhadaun, Samvat 1771 
(3rd September 1714 A. D.),. Camp Talwara.” 

Reading on the cover, 

“On account of special favour the titles conferred on 
you are— ;Our devoted, loyal, trusted, premier and faithful 
noble, Chief Minister, ( Jumdutulmulk) centre of important 
affairs and (Madarulmaham) the best in the country Rao 
Bhagvandas.” 



8. A Letter of Maharana Sangramsingh il addressed to 
Maharaja Ajitsingh of Marwar. 

[Published m (Dr. A, C ) Woolner Commemoration Volume pp. 206-208) 


Maharaja Ajitsingh, the posthumous son of Maharaja 
Jaswantsmgh I of Marwar was born, at Lahore, on the 4th 
day of the dark half of Chaitra in Vikrama Samvat 1735 (19th 
February 1679 A. D.). 

Maharaja Jaswantsingh I, being an independent-minded 
ruler, was a hindrance to the bigotry of Aurangzeb and though 
the empei or could not openly show his displeasure towards 
him, and tried to keep him calm by frequently bestowing on 
him honours and responsibilities of the administration of the 
countries far away from his motherland, yet he cherished a 
secret desire of revenge in his heart. 

This was the main cause why as soon as Maharaja 
Jaswantsingh I breathed his last at Jamrud, on the 10th day of 
the dark half of Pausha m V. S. 1735 (28th November 
1678 A. D.) emperor Aurangzeb took possession of Marwar, 
revived ‘Jazia’ and ordered building of the mosques and 
demolition of Hindu temples. 

Further on the birth of Maharaja Ajitsingh when the loyal 
Sardars of Marwar requested him to return the Rathor State 
of Marwar to the newly born ruler, he on the one hand tried 
to keep them in the dark by putting forward one or the other 
pretext and on the other hand began to hasten his occupation 
of Marwar for ever. 
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No sooner was the intention of the emperor realised than 
did these Sardars of Marwar resolve to take away their infant 
ruler secretly from Delhi and free him from the clutches of 
the emperor. Any how they brought him to Marwar, his 
ancestral state, at the risk of their lives. But as the country 
was by now in full occupation of the Mughals, they were 
obliged to seek shelter in the mountains, hiding the infant 
prince at some unknown and impregnable place. 

The infant Maharaja remained there for about 8 years 
and for 20 years his loyal Sardars fought with Mughals to 
drive them away from the country. The Maharaja himself 
on maturity took the lead in this struggle. Though he took 
back Jodhpur, the capital of Marwar, on the 5th day of the 
dark half ,of Chaitra in V. S. 1763 (12th March 1707 A. D.), yet 
he was not completely out of danger for some years to come. 
However in a dozen years the conditions were reversed, for in 
Bhadon of V.S. 1775 (August 1718 A. D.) Farrukhsiyar, the 
then emperor of Delhi himself was obliged to seek the help of 
the Maharaja. But owing to the fickle mindedness of the 
emperor, the Maharaja soon lost his confidence in him and 
making an alliance with the Sayyad brothers put Rafi-ud- 
-darjat on the throne of Delhi. 

This new emperor under the guidance of Maharaja 
Ajitsingh soon stopped the ‘Jazia’ and other taxes levied in 
places of Hindu pilgrimage. 

We quote below a letter of Maharana Sangramsingh II of 
Mewar which will show that Maharaja Ajitsingh who having 
once been victim of the anger of the emperor of Delhi was 
brought from there in disguise and concealed in the moun- 
tains, in the course of time became one of the three king- 
-makers of the Mughal empire. 

<*5T 3WT5T 

( Sftsft HTcr ) 

l sit ]- 

[ 5cr ] sreft sft JTtrctsr ’it srsitn r fefsft 

V-C?) ^/C to ] 

sit yisici hsr it 5ft cracrq 





>** HU 
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aware ap agraatat ma sr^r [ e: ] 
sot ft wrr Rjnrt p 4t4t at£ra [ *rm 3— 

\9 — 3f5rtat W tTH d ETC I 3ST miXl [ a;* STf ]— 

<e — cT ae: auuatar i^rant wrnt wet [ et 3 — 
s—swratat 

\ o — grcr [ xT 3 3 ct3t€t arre srrat mm e:ra at [ *£t a- ] 
t arm a% *ir 1 I^wr w 

j sfr it m«ft srtfaT cftgret 4t a#— 

\\—i a smtea sirem 4t pn4 % . . . . 

jestaa^Si^r n?5TcT %SR1 H 

( 3ast Etta ) 

l k— %RWfi ^ statm §w4t % cftewd gr— 
t $— jaw '4 t ErTT rrtswt aNff ^TT aaat ?at— 

^\s-aET grsqi «rt srcft *paat p at e:ra a— 

^ — dat mzx %at ati f§§m pti% . . . . 

U—f4t a 5q| %4 t fjwr: i<m Htsr 

Ro — ffi Enifr smfl’ 3j<rai% iuft wew 

W — | qst srat % at m $?t gtar a gr 

»r— « n at% gnqraif ^nat^fr fan fe] 

R^— ataa atat at i wre f|fa [sit] wt ma 

r« — at wrrrsta # % ?r mu 

Rk— a* sft arat I at grtqi % 

r§— ^ an:% *t afar gea 

r.\s— set wet gwt ?t §;aat atac sir [i fe] 

R^— [a] 4tar> aw * a\«rr it ?aar [ar] m it gr [sr] 

RR— d wet ap etarrr awt % a£st airst aw ar- 
\o—%ft aa at aiar fapsirfa $3 

\K —> nataii I *% at wur mstm p [graft art] 

^R— atar X'&vv wr gaia aaft u 

(at4t a=ra grift aat?: ^ rr^raai at ar^Ecifaf^ p) 
l— 4t [^ta] =cta^q?: at garr wai? % wt [at] a aaw 

R — 4t — [n't] st an am> — at aat w [gafta] wet 

ara Ctfaw^ 

(sast ar:a grift aatr: p nuann *t Ra^ariafq h) 
^—■aaa asm— la't qtst ma aa 4ta mir aaa ^t 

«-at^ fiatcrr [p] aa ata 1 1 

/ 
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(Purport of the Letter ) 

Maharaja Ajitsinghji at Delhi should accept the compli- 
ments from Maharana Sangramsingh of Udaipur. We all are 
doing well and you should inform us about your own welfare. 
You are great. You would continue showing more and more 
intimacy. Consider this state your own and do not see any 
difference in any matter. Your letter received. You wrote 
that the short-sighted Farrukhsiyar called you and tried to 
harm you together with the Sayyads. On this you called 
Amir-ul-umra from the Deccan and by putting Rah-ud-darjat 
on the throne (of Delhi) got the Hindustan freed from * Jazia’ 
and the restrictions imposed on the sacred places. I am very 
glad to learn all this. No one like you had taken birth among 
the Hindus uptill now nor is any expected in future. May 
God give you more success. This is a great gain to us all. 
Until this day the Mohemmadans were more powerful but now 

they seek our support ...(1.23-25) The short-sighted 

Mughal had even lost his prestige once before. He would not 
do any thing in future without careful consideration as he 
has lost his prestige. You should consider this place as your 
own house. Please let me know if I may be of any service to 
you. On account of you all India is safe and specially we 
ourselves. What more should we write? 

Dated 1 1th day of the dark half of Vaishakha Samvat 1775. 

(Horizontal line in Maharana’s own hand-writing on 
obverse of the letter) 

The king of kings should accept my compliments. ' You 
wrote that by the grace of God you have achieved a great 
victory. This has 

( Horizontal line in Maharana’s own hand-writing on 
reverse)’. 

made your fame well-known all over India. You are 
the only person who can accomplish this. We are safe in 
your presence. You are fit to do all this. 



9. A letter of Maharaja Ajitsingh relating to the death 
of Emperor Fat rukhsiyar, 

f Head at the Ninth All India Oriental Conference held at Tnvendram m December 
1937 and published m its proceedings and transactions, pp 839-842. j 

In 1713 A. D. Emperor Farrukhsiyar, who had seated him- 
self on the throne of Delhi, sent Sayyad Husain Ali Khan at 
the head of an army against Jodhpur. When this news reach- 
ed Jodhpur the Maharaja went towards Tilwara (Western 
part of Marwar) for the war-preparations and appointed his 
premier noble Chanpavat Bhagvandas, with detailed instruc- 
tions, to look after the administration of the country. But 
soon a treaty was concluded and Farrukhsiyar recognised 
Maharaja Ajitsmgh as the lawful ruler of Marwar. 

In 1718 A. D , displeased with the growing power of the 
Sayyad brothers, Emperor Farrukhsiyar sent for Maharaja 
Ajitsingh, but before he saw him some courtiers found an 
opportunity to poison his (Emperor’s) ears against hnn, and 
the king, being thus displeased with the Maharaja, wanted to 
get him murdered. The events which took place since the 
arrival of Maharaja Ajitsingh at Delhi to the accession of 
Rafiuddarjat and the causes which compelled the Maharaja to 
join in the assassination of the Emperor can best be known 
from the translation of Maharaja Ajitsingh’s own letter, to 
his loyal official, Sobhavat Dayaldas, given below: — 

( ntraar k it i ) 

( vf ) u 'rerg- rftnrr 

eh % uv ihrt T-3FT gjT 

3 ( Jgrtnsft ) sfc gnr % 

( utfc %r ) 
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( gjq q ) fn nt q^nrnrraon 

srt wdfa f & g rnng?r *rrg?tn nkkr wflwSig *ra!r 
£k tm ^ fnmgq; ^ g* «ra 

( ngranT qft sr^t I ) 
p3?l 
(TOl) 

*qfaqf Sfr 3T?tqj *PEcT g«T STtqm fenUflRRT 
sft ^rsrcreresp: JTStuwfsron ngreren sft srntnflt- 
nnt n^rcra «ft s&feroft ^ nnrnn kra^n: 
g^ra^ra ga^; grant i 

nm %u<n«^wdi gnr snrakt q;*^f ssft gg*: «ft 3 K 
g^t nqsrtsmm ft l 

nnr qnr nr *crg qrcq&r sik: *m*n% rrra pimr nr 
g 5B simi sft likrant qnm mkr rnn q^R&c t 
ni?t ©mt 5 s^ig nt 3 rc ^ g qtm 
cmrct ntn*: sfaeft nt §tn sk won rngnsmnrnt % 

*t gterrc n ngm ^mmoftmTsfr g ^smt g niq5k 
nt g©rar iwr? 5j% s?mr *i % ^tg 
ngmr *rar? sf n| nr q^nsk ©mf? qrcrarit $ 

fmi *r &n ^ tfqs n gn ? % tw g 33m ^tt% 
mk §*: €tl mc^roigRi qtai w nrci sit g©jf i%sra% 
nteft §dnt n qn i g^ i<> gvqsn?: qrcqkk g 
qnf %g qftnt % nrf tq^gng^c t: %t ^ga^ n i a 
g k% unfr g % nmer tram qicraif qftgt% srt 
sJteft *1 srar^qn: stnrqt qtur *| sprr*ft% nksrr 
d fqtrr nt g <n: q^rat ^gft ^t nrai mm 
era ^hin g n fi g sftsfca anm sig5&% g 
% qftnt % ^ fcojT ararct nurt ^nsfr q^nt 1 

nnt %nrm g? K° q ra i kK t: nsr cram ittent 
mfrat lagr^^u mgtcmmt: gto qierarfrnt 
g *fter qfcft g crmninT ?gd gtgt erNtft 

mun— #tqm 1 ntnt q^ra nnR rr 1 wnt «fn 
^ ntd ^Vtm tt qrerarpft ?tnr g ^rgi % nr^t- 
gr I nk^n stm 3 q m^r s t r ^rar g q^tgr 1 
nram nnrgj 1 ?r 4 T 1 ^qirfr-snn qst# njfTc g 
qram^f ^gr nr?n^f rr upk^ ? ? fg 
?kiT 1 giRnm gnt gtmq^ ak 

son m n §qt g ^ig ^ \ 




(CONTIUtTED ) 
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A letter of Maharaja Ajitsmghji of Marwar relating to the 
assassination of Emperor Earr ukhs iyar. 



A LETTER OF MAHARAJA A, Jit SINGH. 13 

?rat ftep STOTT qft h.*T UTC h 35?C 

ftal aisrft § JTcrarsf ft'^ ^ terms' 
g *&«a qraji g #aai sit %n ^a <raia # % 
aft igauft STOTt I 

qur mcsftc g ftq 3 % fftftqr eft 3?irfta 
ftftqr Stfaa jftqr g mer srot *srg gs; ftft q% 

Ift uraftqr hts: aral *513 g^rmt *n ^ 
ftsnrc h ^*it firarcl gam t sit ft*t nraft ^taror % 

qft ftqRtft ft q^ gin^ aft * ? dftsift ft ^ qqeuft- 
a sadist aal *sig garni «n fta flier g 3ft ft- 
ai ftft sit g *5tt at ft ^tgafuft ?tar aigq % % 
ftfasrc: erq< ftqft gt gq qft g stfftsr ft efr qmii 
taft ft A atottI smft gift iftr at? g ^1# srtftc 
wft ftt %sfm at qm tare amt e[aq trau g *1 ft- 
m qaift ^«rr at s&ftst m^ar sir q|j qrtqtift sift 
513 T g Hist g qitj ft# q^T ftft eft *t ftaiftft 
ftftiut Areil sq sftsrc i§ig aaft qft 4 ?tgasri- 
q a aft^K lag sfNrr qftqft % ftqaft qa ia 
3 %^ at: qqrarf g aan; ftl ftft ATffq; aft It 
aHft q5ft gq»f «qaft 4 ftft ?t ft^ ftftr If % 
ftift gfta at am % eil fta^iftth ft^r fftit g 
tl aiqat *1 ftatftqt ^rft ft stattft qftl q| #ft 
wamft q ftatft% ft# ft qiaais qrosift fta g 
*1 qam ft* ftdt It gft aterc I amt g ft[ ats g 

«Rre!r ft qraaisi #ft eft ifftm ft #at ftftq | 

qq;qK ft mft itaiftft ft I qftqrc ftmft 
ft ftqT qaift % Slftf: qrft 3erq qqaq ^ ft^; 

^ ft 1 ^aftfaq 3 3 % ftfaqft ft ftaiaft smat 
l#ft|g fts g^ K ft q^K $aqft ^ g ft ?!?: 

% sa^f snqat ft ftgaraft a sa^ g ft ^qic 
ft fta qqt 5ft arft ft g ata ftfi ftqi !r %- 
3Ptift ahnft p;q% i 

ftil *s»$k a ^3 q? gii afsqTqr? 

Translation. 

Top lines 'written in Maharaja's own hand-writing. 

Holding his hand (we seated him) on the throne. Now we 
are soon returning home. You should feel happy. Written 
under our command. 

Contents of the Royal Seal. 



U e GLORIES OF MARWAB AND THE GLORIOUS RATHORS 

By the grace of almighty goddess Hingulaj, glory be to 
sovereign ruler, King of Kings, Maharajadhiraj, Maharaja 
Shri Ajitsingh Deva who shines like the sumon the earth. 

Visnu, Amba, Shiva, Sun and Vinayak— may these five 
deities always bestow favours. 

Approval of the letter in Maharaja's own calligraphy. , 

It is our command. 

Letter 

By order of nobleself, graced with all the good qualities 
King of Kings, Sovereign ruler, Maharaja Shri Ajitsinghji 
and his heir-apparent Shri Abhaisinghji; the City Magistrate 
Dayaldas should note their favours. 

Your requests and the reports of the events were sub- 
mitted to us and the detailed account became fully known. 

> / _ 

In the beginning, Farrukhsiyar had sent for us with some 
other motive, but during the time 'of our reaching here ‘ 
(Delhi) short-sighted Jaisinghji poisoned his ears and set 
him against us. Farruksiyar had already been hostile with 
the Sayyads and therefore we and Abdullakhan, after taking 
stock of the situation, sent for Husain All Kh'an to come post- 
haste from the Dcecan. He reached hereon the 14th of the 
dark half of Phagun (7th February 1719 A. D.) and the two 
Sayyad brothers and we thought it advisable- to depose 
Farrukhsiyar, and seat any of the grandsons of Bahadurshah 
on the throne, as the former is quite ufifit to be- a king^and his 
manners are mean and debased. _ Accordingly'on the 2nd of 
the bright half of Phagun (10th February 1719 A, D,) the fort 
was surrounded by troops and on Wednesday, the 10th of the 
bright half of Phagun (18*th February 1719 A. D.) Farrukhsiyar 
was imprisoned and in his place- Rafiuddarjat, the son of 
Ranulkadar, after being released from prison,. was .placed on 
the throne and proclaimed king. ^Further by the grace of God 
we got the jazia ( the tax levied on the 'non-Musi jins) "abolish- 
ed and l estrietions on the holy places removed." ~ 
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Those twelve successes, which we have achieved, by the 
grace of God, were never acquired by any Hindu uptill now 
and therefore you should feel it a cause of great satisfaction. 

On the 10th of the bright half of Vaishakh (18th April J7I9 
A. D.) Farrukhsiyar was dispatched by fastening a cord 
round his neck and on Sunday, the 1 1th of the dark half of 
jeth (3rd May 1719 A. D.), when we obtained the permission 
from the Emperor to return to our country, he honoured us 
with the following things.— Robe of honour, horse with 
studded saddle, priceless pearls, which the Emperor 
'himself put in our ears, studded ‘ Sarpeeh” (a head ornament) , 
which was also tied by the Emperor by his own hands, a 
studded sword, a male elephant, a female elephant, not bestow- 
ed on any noble but the princes of royal blood only ere this, 
was awarded to us and “Tumantogh” a great rank, which -too 
was not conferred on any othei noble ere this except on princes 
only, was conferred on us. , 


Besides this “the Emperor asked us not to leave before 
' seeing him once again and it is concluded that he will bestow 
more favours, which will be communicated to you later on. 
Now we are coming soon to our country and hence you should 
feel happy. 

Further when we saw Farrukhsiyar for the first time he 
after consulting Jaismgh (of Amber) and Miyan (Mlrjumala) 
devised means to get us killed. A second time he sent for us 
keeping murderers concealed inside the chamber. For the 
third time he summoned us and wanted to kill us during the 
hunt. A fourth tune he calling us at a lonely place wanted to 
finish us. Afterwards he, spreading gun-powder in the garden 
and appointing sharp shooters, clad in armour, sent for us. 
In short he contrived by various means to make short work of 
us. ^But as the Goddess Hingulaj always guards us the 
mouths of Jai singh and Miyan were filled with dirt. Jaisingh 
deserved all this for his misdeeds. We would have killed him 
and depriving- him of Amber seated some one else there on the 
Gaddi , but for the sake of God we saved his life. 
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At first we intended to finish him here, but he had already 
fled away in the life-time of Farrukhsiyar. So a detachment 
was sent in pursuit, but however on a second thought, we, 
being a great noble of Hindustan, deemed it proper to over- 
look malicious deeds of Jaisingh and to save his life and state. 
Accordingly after holding consultations with the Sayyad 
brothers we recalled the detachment and giving him Amber 
and ‘Mansab’ sent him to Bidar to take command of the forces 
there. The place in the Deccan is fourteen hundred miles 
away from Amber and he will soon leave for it. We thought 
that after mounting on an elephant the other conveyances are 
below our dignity and as we could dethrone and imprison 
Farrukhsiyar and after releasing the other one of our choice 
from prison put him on the throne, this Jaisingh does not 
deserve our attention. Once before we aided him to take 
possession of Amber and this second time too we saved his 
life and gave him— Amber — his native land, and ‘Mansab.’ 

We have sent Purohit Kesarlsingh to assure Jaisingh and 
have taken words for the 1st of the bright half of Jeth (9th 
May 1719 A. D.)\when report will be submitted to us. 

By the grace of Goddess Hingulaj Darbar’s words deserved 
supremacy and they have achieved the same. You should feel 
satisfaction. Written under our command. 

11th day of the dark half of Jeth, Samvat 1775 (4th May 
1719 A. D. ) 

Camp— Jahanabad (Delhi). 



10. William Irvine and Maharaja Ajit Singh. 

( Published in Indian Antiquary, Vol, LV IH, (1929 A. D.) pp. 47 61.] 

William Irvine was born on the 5th July 1840, at Aberdeen. 
He joined the Indian Civil Service in A. D. 1863, at the age of 
23, and retired in 1888, at the age of 48. After this, in. 
England, he commenced writing his history of the decline of 
the Mughal Empire entitled Later Mughals. This work is in 
two volumes, and covers the century from the death of 
Aurangzeb in 1707 to the capture of Delhi by the English in 
1808. But the author died in 1911, leaving the work unfinished 
and, though the first draft was revised from time to time, 
only chapters II to VI, section 24, could be published in his 
life-time, and to these he gave his finishing touches. Chapter I 
(Bahadur Shah), and chapter VII (from the fall of the 
Sayyid brothers in 1720, to the death of Rustam All Khan in 
February 1725)', bear marks of his revision and corrections, 
though not in a complete or final form, as even in them he left 
many gaps to be filled up, and query marks for verification 
or correction. Beyond this his draft remained unrevised. 

Thus the burden of completion of the book, after Irvine’s 
death, devolved upon the well known Mughal historian 
Jadunath Sarkar, who, having ably edited the book, got it 
published. 

The above lines will give an idea of the work Later Mughals, 
which is thus the fruit of the combined effort of two learned 
scholars, namely Messrs. Irvine and Sarkar; more presumably 
so, is the subject of our enquiry, falling, as it does, under 
chapter VII of the book. 
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At first we intended to finish him here, but he had already 
fled away in the life-time of Farrukhsiyar. So a detachment 
was sent in pursuit, but however on a second thought, we, 
being a great noble of Hindustan, deemed it proper to over- 
look malicious deeds of Jaisingh and to save his life and state. 
Accordingly after holding consultations with the Sayyad 
brothers we recalled the detachment and giving him Amber 
and ‘Mansab’ sent him to Bidar to take command of the forces 
there. The place in the Deccan is fourteen hundred miles 
away from Amber and he will soon leave for it. We thought 
that after mounting on an elephant the other conveyances are 
below our dignity and as we could dethrone and imprison 
Farrukhsiyar and after releasing the other one of our choice 
from prison put him on the throne, this J aisingh does not 
deserve our attention. Once before we aided him to take 
possession of Amber and this second time too we saved his 
life and gave him— Amber — his native land, and ‘Mansab.* 

We have sent Purohit Kesarisingh to assure Jaisingh and 
have taken words for the 1st of the bright half of Jeth (9th 
May 1719 A. D.)\When report will be submitted to us. 

By the grace of Goddess Hingulaj Darbar’s words deserved 
supremacy and they have achieved the same. You should feel 
satisfaction. Written under our command. 

1 1th day of the dark half of Jeth, Sam vat 1775 (4th May 
1719 A. D.) 

Camp— Jahanabad (Delhi). 



10. William Irvine and Maharaja A jit Singh. 

[ Published in Indian Antiquary, Vol. LV III, (1929 A. D.) pp. 47-61.] 

William Irvine was born on the 5th July 1840, at Aberdeen. 
He joined the Indian Civil Service in A. D. 1863, at the age of 
23, and retired in 1888, at the age of 48. After this, in, 
England, he commenced writing his history of the decline of 
the Mughal Empire entitled Later Mughals. This work is in 
two volumes, and covers the century from the death of 
Aurangzeb in 1707 to the capture of Delhi by the English in 
1808. But the author died in 1911, leaving the work unfinished 
and, though the first draft was revised from time to time, 
only chapters II to VI, section 24, could be published in his 
life-time, and to these he gave his finishing touches. Chapter I 
(Bahadur Shah), and chapter VII (from the fall of the 
Sayyid brothers in 1720, to the death of Rustam All Khan in 
February 1725)', bear marks of his revision and corrections, 
though not in a complete or final form, as even in them he left 
many gaps to be filled up, and query marks for verification 
or correction. Beyond this his draft remained unrevised. 

Thus the burden of completion of the book, after Irvine's 
death, devolved upon the well known Mughal historian 
Jadunath Sarlcar, who, having ably edited the book, got it 
published. 

_ The above lines will give an idea of the work Later Mughals, 
which is thus the fruit of the combined effort of two learned 
scholars, namely Messrs. Irvine and Sarkar; more presumably 
so, is the subject of our enquiry, falling, as it does, under 
chapter VII of the book, 
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In the following paragraphs we reproduce section 29 
chapter VII, vol. II, of the book, headed “Murder of Ajit Singh 

by his Son.” 

“We shall conclude this section with the death of Rajah 
A iit Singh Tod admits that the bards and chroniclers pass 
over the event with a mere mention, one of them going so far 
al to leave a blank page at the critical point of his story. But 
in another part of Tod’s book, we have a detailed narrative 
of the crime. 1 In any case, that Ajit Singh met a violent 
death at the hand of his second son, Bakht Singh, is admitted 
bv the Rajputs themselves, and even by their ardent, champion 
Colonel Tod.” '(Tod, I, 698, II, 88). 


' “ According to their story,, Bakht Singh, after saying 

goodnight, con6ealed himself in a room adjoining the one in 
which his parents were sleeping. When all was still he 
entered their room, '.seized his '.father’s sword, and plunged 
it into him. The wife was awakened by feeling her husband’s 
blood on her breast. '.Bakht Singh escaped. Ajit Singh’, s body 
was cremated on the 7th June 1724, when eighty-four wives 
and concubines sacrificed themselves on his funeral pyre. A 
dispute about the succession at once arose between the sons on 
the spot. On the 25th July 1724, Abhai Singh, then between 
twenty-one and twenty-two years of age, obtained through the 
intervention of Samsam-ud-daulah the title of Raja Rajes'.war, 
with the rank of 7,000 zat (7,000 horse) , and was allowed, to 
depart for Jodhpur to take possession of his father’s succession. 
(Tod, I. 699, K. K. ,974, Khush-hal 1044 b.) 

“The fact of Ajit Singh’s murder by his son, Bakht Singh, 
is not denied by any one; but a divergence of opinion exists as 
to the incentives to the 'deed. Tod’H informants told him 
that Bakht Singh acted at the instigation of his elder brother’ 
Abhai Singh, 2 then at Dehli, and in the power of the Emperor. 
The murderer’s reward was to be the appanage of Nagor arid 
its five-hundred and sixty-five townships. To a ccount for 

' ‘ ^ 6 v W This passage c l4(vv« l oc] at his weakest an historian HiS fastening of A]ifc 

S'mah'e imirtei upon a chronological error Flardlv less^nbsurd ' is his 

r*s<>ft*cn that Ajit Sm?h ever refused K s mcaon to the nefarious schemes of the Says-ids.” He 
ihevr triend and pam ay up o the end. \ , , * - _ , ' - " / 

* 2\Vand 130 /a^igns the saxne'rna-dn ns Tod for'the raurdeK Ck Jill, 1755* 
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Abhai Singh’s unholy desire we are told that his ambition had 
been stirred by the Machiavellin Sayyids, eager to wreak ven- 
geance upon Ajit Singh for his opposition to their dethrone- 
ment of Farrukh-siyar. Now let us apply some of the simplest 
critical tests. Can the offered reward be looked on as sufficient 
to impel Bakht Singh to an act of parricide? He may not have 
been a very clever man, but he was hardly such a simpleton as 
to incur the infamy of such an act, ( I ) for the benefit, not of 
himself, but of a brother, and (2) for the grant of an appanage 
which, by universal Rajput practice, would have been his as a 
matter of course whenever his father died a natural death. 
But coming finally to external tests, what is there left of the 
story 7 We find that its very foundation vanishes. The 
assassination of Ajit Singh took place in June 1724; one Sayyid 
had been assassinated on the 8th October 1720, and the other, 
after being defeated in battle and made a prisoner on the 14th 
November 1720, died in prison on the 11th October 1722. Ob- 
viously they could not have been in 1724 the instigators of 
Abhai Singh. Further, it is impossible, after even the most 
elementary study of the period, to ignore the fact that 
Ajit Singh, instead of opposing, helped the Sayyids to the 
utmost in getting rid of Farrukh-siyar. Tod’s story is thus 
a mere legend, which falls to pieces directly it is examined; 
nor, as he admits, does his usual resource, the rhyming 
chronicles of the bards, afford him here any countenance. And 
Tod himself (II, 113) confesses that “but for that one 
damning crime, Bakht Singh would have been handed down to 
posterity as one of the noblest Princes Rajwara ever knew.” 
Conceding the truth of even a part only of this glowing eulogy, 
is it not more unlikely than ever that such a paladin could 
have become the miseiable tool of an ambitious brother, with 
no greater incentive than the offer of an appanage already his 
by family custom? Is it not rather to be believed that the 
father did something which the son felt was an attack on his 
personal honour? 

“Although coming from Muhammadan sources, there is 
another version (ICamwar) of the facts, which, destructive 
though it is of any respect for the character of the “great 
Ajit,” is much more satisfactory than that put forward by 
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the champion of the Rajputs. It is one that furnishes a 
sufficient motive for the dreadful deed, and thus satisfies 
better the conditions of the case. We are told that soon after 
Ajit Singh had made his peace and returned to Jodhpur, he 
fell in love with the wife of his middle son Bakht Singh and 
was guilty of an incestuous intercourse,. Overcome with 
shame and touched in the tenderest point of his honour, Bakht 
Singh sought his opportunity of revenge. One night when 
Ajit Singh, drunk and stupefied, was lying fast asleep, his son 
stabbed him to death. As a contrast to Tod’s dithyrambs, 
we may here give the Muhammadan view of the Rajah’s 
character. He was exceedingly wanting in good faith, a 
breaker of his oath, one who had slain unfairly many of 
his relations and dependants. Among his evil deeds was the 
abandonment of Farrukh-siyar to his fate, in spite of his 
relationship through his daughter; nay he took an active part 
in that Emperor’s dethronement. In the end he attained the 
reward for his misdeeds. 

n ‘He who sows the seed of evil and hopes for good, 

Racks his brain uselessly and imagines a vain thing.” 

Thus Irvine concludes his twenty-ninth section. We have 
to think over two main points of this opinion. Firstly, was 
Bakht Singh entitled to the appanage of Nagaur with its 565 
townships 1 according to the custom of the family, as Irvine 
alleged? To me the supposition appears almost an impossibi- 
lity, because Maharaja Ajit Singh had twelve sons. Had each 
of the eleven younger princes been allowed as big an appanage 
as that of Nagaur, the heir apparent, Abhai Singh, would not 
have been left space enough to set his foot upon, outside the 
gates of the Jodhpur fort even. Moreover the district of 
Nagaur was not at that time in possession of Maharaja 
Ajit Singh himself. Though Maharaja Ajit Singh had 
occupied Nagaur having expelled Indrasingh, grandson of Rao 
Amarsingh, in Y. S. 1773 (A. D. 1716) yet in V. S. 1780 

(A. D. 1723) Jai Singh, Raja of Jaipur, by order of the 
Emperor, came with the imperial army and put Indra Singh 
again in possession of Nagaur. After this, on the accession of 


1 Tod mentions 555 townships under Nagaur, as is proverbially kno^n, to this day, iu Mi rwar. 
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Maharaja Abhai Singh to the throne, the Jagir of Nagaur 
being restored to him in V. S. 1782 (A D.1725) he occupied it by 
force and in the month of Kartik of the same year, it was 
granted to Rajadhiraja Bakht Singh independently. How, 
far Mr. Irvine’s writing is true, under these circumstances, 
may be questioned. 

History tells us that being terror-stricken with the formi- 
dable trio that installed kings on the throne of Delhi according 
to their sweet will, Muhammad Shah arranged, on the one 
hand, to get rid of the two Sayyid brothers, and on the other, 
with the connivance of the Raja Jai Singh of Jaipur and 
Bhandari Raghunath of Jodhpur, he overawed Abai Singh. 
And through him he enticed Bakht Singh, his younger 
brother, with the title ot Rajadhiraja, and the State of 
Nagaur, and thus prevailed upon him to murder Ajit Singh, 
who was now the only surviving thorn, out of the trio, aching 
at the Emperor’s heart Had it not been so how could the 
perpetrator of such a heinous crime as parricide, have got 
the title of Rajadhiraja and an independent State like 
Nagaur ? 

The second point pertains to the histories written by the 
Mohemmadans. 

Mr. Irvine mentions within brackets the name of Kamwar 
as his authority for “another version” of the facts, which 
shows that the aforesaid queer ground for the murder of Ajit 
Singh has been borrowed by him from The Tazlarat-us-Salatin- 
i-Chaqhtaiya of’Muhammad Hadi Kamwar Khan. 

Though the said history is not at present with us, yet in 
the VUIth volume of Elliot’s History of India, at pages 17-18 
there is a reference to that work. It shows that its first part 
commences with an account of the origin of the Mughals, 
and of Chingiz Khan and goes down to the death of Jahangir. 
The second part, which is said to be the more important, and 
useful, begins with the death of Jahangir and ends with the 
seventh year of Muhammad Shah A. H. 1137 (A.D. 1724==V.S. 
1781). The writer himself admits that he had written this history 

without any royal order, and without the assistance of any of 
the nobles of the time, under various hardships and difficulties. 
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From the writings of Karawar Khan, borrowed by Mr. Irvine, 
it is quite evident that he was maliciously disposed towards 
Maharaja Ajit Singh, for which other grounds are also not 
wanting, as would appear from the following:— 

Firstly, this Muhammad HadI (Earn war Khan) had 
remained in Aurangzeb’s service, when he must have well 
experienced the antagonism of Maharaja Ajit Singh to Mohem- 
madanism. Formerly the helpers of the Maharaja had, with 
a view to baffle the crooked policy of Aurangzeb, made the heir- 
apparent, Prince Akbar, to follow the example of his father. 1 
Some years after the death of Aurangzeb, Maharaja Ajit Singh 
himself, having joined with the Sayyid brothers, had got the 
Emperor Farrukh-siyar deposed, and murdered, and had 
subsequently placed Rafl-ud-darajat and his brother Rafl-ud- 
daulah (Shah Jahan II) on the throne, like mere tools in their 
hands. On the death of these Muhammad Shah himself 
acquired the throne through this trio, in recognition of which 
he had to confer on Ajit Singh, the Subedar! of Ajmer and 
Gujarat. But eventually, fearing the Influence of the trio, 
Muhammad Shah managed, at first, to get the Sayyid brothers 
killed, and afterwards Maharaja Ajit Singh. Under these 
circumstances there is no wonder if a Mohemmadan writer of 
the Emperor’s Court, with a view to bring a powerful Hindu 
Maharaja’s name to ill repute, and to screen the faults of his 
co-religionist Emperor, should ascribe such a foul reason for 
Ajit’s murder. Moreover had this story not been the brewing 
of Kamwar Khan’s own brain, the other Mohemmadan contem- 
porary writers of the court, as also the writers of other Native 
States 2 would never have missed the opportunity of dwelling 
upon the affair at some length. 

Shah Navaz Khan (Samsam-ud-daulah) has written a 
history named Ma’a'stru’-l-vmara, which contains history of the 
nobles of Imperial Court from the time of Akbar to A. H. 1155 
( A.D. 1742). It is clearly stated in this history that when the 

1 After fche death of Maharaja Jasnant Singh tbe Emperor had seized Marwap, from 
his infant successor, Maharaja Ajit Smgh, thereupon the Rathor Sardars of Marwap had 
re\ olted. To quell them, the Emperor had sent out hi* son Akbar. The h’athors set him 
against hie fattier promosmg to acknowledge him as their Emperoi { Bharat ke Prachn 
Rajvamsa, vol, III, p 209 ) 

2 The writers of the Rajput States of tbe medieval age observed it as a sort of principle 
to give publicity to any weakness \shich they happened to notice m the affairs of another 
Native Slate, Such instances m the history of the Native States are not infrequent. 
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eldest son of Ajit Singh came to the court he got his father killed 
by his younger brother, being misguided by nobles of the court 
who offered him some temptation. Muhammad ShafI Warid has 
written a history entitled Miral-i-wandat about which he says 
"from the year 1 100 A.H. (A D. 1689, V.S. 1746) to A.H. 1 152 
(A.D. 1739=s=V.S. 1796) the greater portion of what I have re- 
corded I have myself seen, and that which 1 heard from trust- 
worthy persons I took the utmost pain in sifting and inquiring 
into, and whatever statements I had the slightest doubt about 
I discarded. But from the commencement of the war of the 
late Sultan Muhammad Azam Shah up to the present time {ie., 
from A.D. 1717 to 1739), or for twenty-two years, I have seen 
everything with mine own eyes.” Mr Irvine himself admits 
in the footnote No. 2 to page 1 15 of the 2nd volume of his book, 
that Warid "assigns the same reason as Tod for the murder.” 
Besides this, in the Muniakhabu'-l-htbab of KhafI Khan, which 
contains ( a history from A.D. 1519, up to the fourteenth year of 
Muhammad Shah's reign, no such reason is ascribed for the 
murder of Ajit Singh, which has been very briefly noticed by 
that writer. 1 And this appears to be quite proper also, because 
the writer in order to evade reference to his co-religionist 
Emperor’s evil doing, might have thought it proper to observe 
complete silence about the affair. 

We fail to understand how Mr. Irvine, in the face of such 
reliable and authentic versions by contemporary writers, had 
admitted as correct the private and unauthorized history 
written by Kamwar Khan. 

As for parricide, the offence was not unprecedented among 
royal families. Kirat Singh, the younger son of Mlrza Raja 
Jai Singh, had poisoned the latter at the instigation of 
Aurangzeb, for which he was granted thejcujir of Kama. Is 
this event not quite on all fours with the one under discussion? 
Rana Kumbha of Mewar was murdered by his son Udai Singh. 
Raja Savai Jai Singh of Jaipur had killed his son Slier Singh. 
Bagh Singh of Khetrl killed his son who was adopted unto the 
Jaglrdar of Sultana, and amalgamated that jagir in his own 
estate. In the house of Talmur such offences for the sake of 

1 Khnehal Chnnd in his Nadtr uz-zamemt has also perhaps ohsened the same course. 
This booh wa* uTitten about a d 1740. 
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power and territory had become almost a rule of the family. 
Similarly King John of England had got the rightful claimant, 
Arthur, murdered, and Richard III had got his two nephews 
killed. Many more such instances can be found in the world’s 
history. The propriety of ascribing a slanderous reason for 
an offence, which, as shown above, has not been uncommon 
among princes of the land, is questionable. Moreover the idea 
of Maharaja Ajit Singh’s character borrowed by Mr. Irvine 
from the Mohemmadan writers, holds no water when examined 
from an historical point of view. They denounce the Maharaja 
as “wanting in good faith,” “breaker of his oath,” “who had 
slain unfairly many of his kinsmen and dependents,” and “had 
abandoned Farrukhsiyar.” Had Ajit Singh ever broken faith 
with the Sayyad brothers? Had he not saved Sawai Jai Singh 
of Jaipur in spite of his ill actions, as he was a relative, from 
perishing in the fire of the wrath of the Sayyad Brothers? 

No mention is traceable 1 in any history of Ajit Singh 
having killed'any relative or dependent. On the other hand, 
Tod speaks of his loveable nature in the following words, “so 
much was Ajit beloved, that even men devoted themselves on 
his pyre. 2 ” 

No doubt the fact remains that Maharaja Ajit Singh had 
revenged himself fully for the wrongs done to him during his 
minority by the Mohemmadans. It is therefore that a Mohe- 
mmadan writer, out of jealousy, has falsely imputed such a 
conduct to the Maharaja, without thinking over the actual 
facts. 


As for the dethronement of Farrukhsiyar, it is evident from 
the autograph letters of the Maharaja, and also from history 
that on the one hand the Emperor, immediately on arrival of 
the Maharaja at Delhi, suspected him of his having joined with 
the Sayyad brothers, and on the other, Sava! Jai Singh of 
Jaipur, in ovder to maintain his own position, had commenced 
poisoning the Emperor’s ears against Ajit, in consequence of 


1 There is onh one instance in A jit’s Inston which mar he cited against him. He had 
leuiovel the famous Dt rgadas from the administration on bis regains bis authority, and 
Dnrgadns had gone out of Mar war. Hut we come across such facts also in history," which 
-how that thi misunderstanding between them was not unjustifiable ’ 


2 Tod's Raiasikai, (iSSt)^ ? \ol. 1 , p 637 
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which the Emperor had thoughtlessly begun his intrigues, 
seeking the life of Ajit. Being pressed by such circumstances, 
he was obliged to side with the Sayyads. A letter bearing on 
the subject has already been published in the May number of 
1925 of the Hindi monthly magazine Madina t 

The reader will judge for himself how far the faults 
imputed to A jit Singh are justifiable in the light of the above 
facts. 

In support of the foregoing we give an extract 1 , throwing 
light on the subject, from Mr. Forbes’ Rasmala, a history of 
Gujarat: — 

“When Ubhai Singh from fear of the Padishah, wrote to 
Wukhat Singh to put his father to death, the Padishah gave him 
the Edur Parguna as a present.” 

A letter of V.S. 1784 from Raja Sava! Jai Singh of Amber 
addressed to Maharana Sangram of Mewar published m the 
Rasmala 2 just after the above narrative, also goes a great 
way towards bearing out the above fact,. 

Before concluding this note, and at the same time express- 
ing our sorrow for the death of Mr. Irvine, we would like to 
suggest to Dr. Jadunath Sarkar to think over the matter and to 
let us have his free and unbiased opinion on the subject, and 
also if there be a chance for the issue of a fresh edition of 
the book, to rectify the mistake or to add correcting notes as 
may be necessary. 


1 Rasmala, Vol. 11, Chapter 10, p 125. 

2. Ibid., p 127. 



Maharaja A jit Singh of Mar war. 


[ Published in the Journal of Indian History, Madras Vol XII, No. 1 (April 1933. ) pp. 85-89.] 


In the second volume (chapter 7, section 29, pp. 114-117) of 
the book named “Later Mughals” written by Mr. William 
Irvine and edited by Sir Jadunath Sarkar, it is stated:— “As 
Ajitsingh fell in love with the wife of his middle son Bakhat- 
singh, the latter stabbed him to death.” The only authority 
quoted for this version is “Tazkiratussalatln-i-chagatal” of 
Muhammad Had! Kamvarkhan. 

A criticism on the above, headed “William Irvine and 
Mahai aja A jit Singh published by me in a Hindi Magazine 
named “Madhuri” (March 1928) as well as in the “Indian 
Antiquary” (March 1929, Vol. LVIII) shows that the emperor 
Muhammad Shah after murdering the two Sayyad brothers 
resolved to assassinate Maharaja Ajit Singh. The reason for 
this is quite clear as this trio were the most influential figures 
of the day , and Muhammad Shah himself being placed on the 
Mughal throne by this trio was really afraid of them. There- 
fore to get rid of the said Maharaja the Emperor first procu- 
red the help of Bhandarl Raya Raghunath of Jodhpur through 
Saval Raja Jaya Singh (the ruler of Jaipur)', and then induc- 
ing the heir-apparent Kunvar Abhaya Singh, by threats and 
temptations, obtained a letter from him, in the name of his 
younger brother Bakhat Singh to get his plan fulfilled. This 
was the only reason that Bakhat Singh was given the fiefship 
of a large district like Nagaur 1 and an extraordinary title of 
“Rajadhiraj.” 


1. The Emperor first g»e this district to MnuidJif A btmyn Singh on V.S. 1782 (aTm^T 
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The fact that Maharaja Ajlt Singh was murdered at the 
instigation of the Emperor is clearly admitted by the contem- 
porary Mohemmadan writers like Shah Nawaz Khan (Samsa- 
muddaula) and Muhammad Shafi Varid in their respective 
books named “Maasirul-Umara’ and “Mlrat-i-Varidat”, 


If one sees the prefaces written by Kamvar and Varid in their 
respective histories he will find that the former faced great diffi- 
culties while collecting the mateual for his book owing to the 
lack of help coming from any quarter, but the latter compiled 
his book after thorough investigation. Further for the events 
in the latter’s history from A. D. 1/17 to 1739 (V.S. 1774 to 1796) 
the author admits himself as an eye witness, and, as the 
murder of Maharaja Ajit Singh took place in A.D. 1724 (V S. 
1781 ) , the statement of Varid is naturally more reliable than 
that of Kamvar. 

Is it not strange that in spite of all this a scholar like Sir 
Jadunath Sarkar, even after perusing all the facts laid before 
him long ago, cannot feel bold enough to decide the matter one 
way or the other, but has fallen for the last 2 years between 
the horns of a dilemma in re-examining the manuscripts of 
Kamvar’s history? I therefore think it necessary to put some 
more facts, in support of my view, which 1 hope will enable the 
learned scholar to decide the matter at an early date. 

In the old chronicles of Marwar it is stated:— “As 
Maharaja Ajit Singh was murdered at the instigation of the 
Emperor his younger sons Anand Singh, Kishor Singh and 
Raya Singh, soon after his cremation, left Jodhpur and 
revolted against their elder brother Abhaya Singh to form an 
independent territory in Marwar. They were also joined by 
some of the nobles of the State. But when after long attempts 
no success was achieved, Anand Singh and Raya Singh took 
possession of Idar which was then in the Mansab of Maharaja 
Abhaya Singh; and the Maharaja on his part, considering the 
restoration of peace in Marwar necessary, did not openly 
interfere in the matter.” From that time idar has been ruled 
by the descendants of Anand Singh. 
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The same chronicles also mention:— “According to the 
wishes of the Emperor Muhammad Shah, Sava! Raja Jaya 
Singh of Jaipur and Bhandari Raghunath of f Jodhpur 
induced Rajkumar Abhaya Singh to get his father murdered 
by his younger brother Bakhat Singh. This was the only 
reason that, when after ascending the throne 1 of Marwar, 
at Delhi, in V. S. 1781 (A. D. 1724), Maharaja Abhaya 
Singh was prepared to start for Muttra to marry the 
daughter of Sava! Raja Jaya Singh of Jaipur, the Sardars 
(nobles) of Marwar, to put an obstacle in his way, pressed 
him first to pay a visit to Jodhpur. But when no heed was 
paid to their request some of them left Delhi for their respec- 
tive Jaglrs, without his permission, while others joined his 
rebellious brothers Anand Singh, Kishor Singh and Raya 
Singh.” 

The letter of Maharaja Abhaya Singh, dated the 10th day 
of the bright half of Bhadon V» S. 1781 (18th August 1724), 
addressed to Abhaya Karan son of the well known Rathor hero 
Durgadas, also supports the above fact. It contains the 
following: — “Abhayakaran the son of Durgadas may know 
the pleasure of Raj Rajeshvar Maharajadhiraj Abhaya Singh. 
Some persons have left our attendance without obtaining 
permission and perhaps they may misrepresent the matter to 
you. But you being loyal to your master, should not pay any 
heed to their call, and, seeing this letter, present yourself in 
our court after making due arrangements there. This is the 
command. Dated Bhadon Sudi 10, V. S. 1781, Camp Jahanabad 
(Delhi).” 

The chronicles of Marwar further state: — “To revenge the 
death of their late Master, the Sardars of Marwar soon began 
to influence Maharaja Abhaya Singh against Bhandari 
Raghunath. Though owing to the ministry of Raghunath, all 
the important offices of the State at that time, were under the 
Bhandarls yet the new Maharaja was obliged to order their 
imprisonment and in compliance with this order some of 

1, At the time of Abhaya SinghV* coronation the Emperor bestowed on bun the title of “Raj 
Rujeshvar ” (“Abhayodaya. chapter 0, staura 11-12). This may also be a reward for his keeping 
silence about the conspiracy of the Emperor, 
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them, who resisted, were killed. But even this action of 
Abhaya Singh could not appease the Sardars, so the Maharaja 
was compelled to put in custody Raya Raghunath himself 
while at Muttra. 

In Vikrama Samvat 1782 (A. D. 1725) when the Maharaja 
seeing the agitation subsided released Bhandari Raghunath 
and his brother Khinvasi, the Sardars raised a fresh unani- 
mous protest against this action and pressed him to reimprison 
them.” 

This shows that the Emperor Muhammad Shah got 
Maharaja A jit Singh murdered with the help of Savai Raja 
Jaya Singh of Jaipur and Bhandari Raghunath of Jodhpur, 
and, for this heinous crime, the Sardars of Marwar became 
his (Raghunath’s) bitter enemies. This was the reason which 
agitated the Sardars and made them retire to their respective 
Jagirs without the permission of the new Maharaja and 
compelled him to imprison Raya Raghunath twice,. 

Further this was the only cause which afforded an opportu- 
nity for Anand Singh, etc., the younger sons of Maharaja Ajit 
Singh, to revolt against their eldest brother as well as to get 
the help of some of the Sardars in establishing their indepen- 
dent rule at idar, one of the “Mansab” Jagirs of Abhaya 
Singh. 

These are the internal affairs of Marwar which prove the 
version. Now I shall try to quote from some of the original 
documents, collected by me, in this connection, to support the 
same theory. 

There is a letter 1 dated the 4th day of the bright half of 
Kartik, V.S. 1782 (29th October 1725 A.D.), written by Savai 
Raja Jaya Singh of Jaipur to Maharaja Abhaya Singh 
of Jodhpur, in which the writer after pressing 
Maharaja Abhaya Singh to proceed to Ahmadabad states:— 
“Your Highness wrote about the money for expenses and the 
Jaglr for which a request has been submitted (to the 
Emperor) and his reply on receipt will be communicated to 
you later on.” 


1. This original letter was shown to Sir Jadunath Sarkar at Patna. 
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Another letter, dated 2nd day of the bright half of 
Mangsir (Agahan), V.S. 1782 (!ith November 1725 A.D.), 
of the same Savai Raja of Jaipur addressed to Maharaja 
Abhaya Singh contains:— “And a letter of Raya Raghunath 
has been received by Purohit Budhram instructing him to 
obtain the orders from the emperor’s court regarding the 
Jaglr. He has shown this original letter to me. But as 
Sarbuland Khan and the Gurjabardars have informed the 
emperor that the Maharaja has not yet started (for Ahmada- 
bad) the emperor has become displeased and does not answer 
to any request made for Jaglr or money for expenditure. I, 
therefore, write Your Highness to start at once as soon as 
this letter is received and after reaching the second or fourth 
stage inform the Emperor of the fact through Gurjabardars so 
that Your Highness’ Jagir may be sanctioned. It is not advis- 
able to make the Emperor annoyed.” 

Letter, 1 dated the 13th day of the bright half of Ashvin, 
V.S 1784, (i 7th September 1727 A. D.), of Rajadhiraj Bakhat 
Singh contains: — 

“And Bhandari Anup Singh informed me about the Gover- 
norship of Ahmadabad which the Darbar wants to get. You 
should inform His Highness that that Governorship is not so 
valuable now-a-days as the southern people have gained power 
and the raids of the Kolis have increased in the province. When 
Navab Sarbuland, who went with such a large army, could not 
control it, how would “Babaji” 2 who will go only with his own 
army, do that. At present I see no gain in the Governorship. It 
will be disgraceful if after accepting the job control becomes 
impossible. Perhaps there may be some other motive in it 
which I cannot grasp. Further you have written that the 
arrangement of the Jaglr has been done satisfactorily but it 
requires one lac of rupees, for preliminary expenses, which is 
lacking. You should, therefore inform His Highness that if 
there is a delay of ten days the crop will be lost and even 
after that without paying the money nothing could be done. 
So, if no other arrangement for the money is possible the 


1. Only last half of this letter has been found. 

2. Elder brother 
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districts be mortgaged with banker and necessary arrange- 
ments made. In no case should there be any delay in 
obtaining the orders for the grant of districts.” 

These references show that the Emperor Muhammad Shah 
to get his desire fulfilled, might have promised, 1 in addition a 
hand-some Jagir to Abhaya Singh through Sava! Raja Jay a 
Singh and Bhandarl Raghunath but could not bestow it for 
certain reasons. This led the Maharaja to delay his depar- 
ture for Ahmadabad and to press Savai Raja Jaya Singh and 
Raya Raghunath to get the Emperor’s promise fulfilled. This 
action still more displeased the Emperor. At last the Maharaja 
had to obey the Imperial command but he soon arranged for 
the above Jagir, promising a lac of rupees to the officials. 

This letter of Bakhat Singh also informs us that, at the 
time, there was a talk of the bestowal of the Governorship of 
Ahmadabad on Maharaja Abhaya Singh. 2 

I hope Sir Jadunath Sarkar, in addition to the facts laid 
before him in 1928 and 1929 will consider these fresh refer- 
ences, and I am confident, will be able to realise that 
Kamvar’s statement is incorrect. 


1 My idea was that the Governorship of Gujrat was also promised at the time but the 
letter of Rajadhiraj Bakhat Singh mentioned above shows that, in fact, the point was raised m 
V. S. 1784 (1727 A. £>.). 

2. “Maasirul Unmra” also supports it, ( Vol. Ill Page 756). 
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[Published m Indian Antiquary, Vol. LVIII (March 1929) p. 60] 


Alexander Kinloch Forbes was born in July 1821. He 
came out to India in 1843 under orders of the East India 
Company and lived in Gujrat for a considerable period, 
during which he collected the history of that province and 
wrote the book named “Rasmala” in two volumes. On page 123 
of the 2nd volume of his history he writes that “[on the death 
of Ajit] the Ranees prepared to become satees ; they took with 
them Abhyesingh’s younger brothers, Anandsingh, Raeesingli 
and Kishorsingh, in order that their eyes might, not be put out 
according to the Jodhpur custom 

We are at a loss to understand on what historical facts the 
writer has based this idea. History tells us that all the younger 
offshoots of the Jodhpur family have regularly been grant- 
ed Jagirs from the State, in consequence of which about 2270 
villages of Marwar are at present in possession of His 
Highness’ brethren and Sardars including those of the Malian! 
District, while only about 770 villages are in fiscal possession 
of the State. Under these circumstances it is open to question 
how far the writer is justified in making such a remark. 

As for the princes, Anandsingh, Rayasingh and Kishor- 
singh, the history of the period shows that they had commen- 
ced their rebellious attempts even in the life time of their 
father Maharaja Ajitsingh. 

It is stated in the history of Marwar, that when the 
Emperor made a grant of Nagaur, in the name of Indrasingh, 
in Vikrara Samvat 1780, and the latter got possession of the 
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place, Maharajkumar Anandsingh was deputed by the Maharaja 
to take back Nagaur; but arriving at Didwana he himself 
raised up a fresh revolt, with a view to encroach on the 
country here and there and was pacified with much difficulty. 
Autograph letters and other correspondence, bearing on the 
subject, are to this day preserved by descendants of the State 
officials of the time. 

In spite of all this, Anandsingh and Rayasingh received 
signal help from their brother Maharaja Abhayasingh in 
acquiring the principality of Idar. This fact is borne out by 
the Report 1 dated 21st September 1821, of Major Miles, political 
agent, Mahl Kantha, which runs as follows : — 

“In Samvat 1785 Anandsingh and Raisingh, two brothers 
of the Raja of Jodhpur, accompanied by a few horses from 
Vanoo and Palanpur and the Koolees of Gudwara, took 
possession of Edur without much difficulty. They are said 
to have had an order from Delhi, but the truth seems to be 
that they were invited by the state of the country and most 
likely assisted by the Marwar Prince, who at that period held 
the Subedari of Ahmedabad.” 2 

Kishorsingh had been granted a separate estate by his 
father in his lifetime. From a Sanad issued by Kishorsingh 
in V. S. 1806 it appears that even after 25 years of the 
death of his father the estate continued to be in his 
possession and no interference was made in it by his eldest 
brother Maharaja Abhayasingh. This Sanad is preserved up 
till now by the descendants of its grantee. 

It is hoped that from the above facts the fictitiousness 
of the above mentioned statement in the “Rasmald” is proved 
beyond doubt. 


1» Rasmnia , Vol, J I, P.125, footnote No 1 

2 In spite of tins, the rebellious nature of these princes made them forget these obhga 
lion*?, and they still did not cease to annoy the Maharaja 



13 . Another Letter of Maharaja Abhayasinghji of Marwar. 


(Head at the fifteenth session of the Indian Historical Records Commission held at Poona in 
December 1938, and published m its pioceedmge, pp. 124-1^6) 


(Introduction) 

At the time when tlie campaign mentioned in this letter 
started, Emperor Mohammad Shah was ruling in Dehli, but 
the Maharatta intruders were gaining ground in Gujrat and 
the power of Sarbuland Khan or ‘Mubarizul Mulk,’ the 
Imperial Governor of Gujrat, was reduced to such an extent 
that not only he was obliged to pay a tribute called Chauth 
(fourth part of the revenue) to them, but also the districts of 
Baroda, Dabhoi, Jambusar, etc., yielding a revenue of about 
rupees 30 lacs, were annexed by them. 

We learn from a letter of Maharaja Abhayasinghji, dated 
1 2th day of the bright half of Kartik, Vikram Samvat 1787 
(10th November 1730 A.D.) , that out of the districts of Gujrat, 
28 were held by Pllu and remittance of their income to the 
Imperial Governor depended only on the sweet will of the 
former. Pavagadh was under ChimnajI and Champaner under 
Kantliaji. Apart from all this, the Maharattas also levied 
several other taxes called Deshmukhi, PeshkashI, Dardbast, 
etcw, in the province. 

When such conditions were prevailing the Emperor 
Mohammad Shah sought the help of Maharaja Abha 3 r asinghji 
of Marwar and appointed him the Imperial Governor of Gujrat. 

The letter of 12th day of the bright half of Kartik, referred 
to above, states that at the time of the appointment of the 
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Maharaja as Governor of Gujrat, the Emperor gave him J 5 lacs 
cash, 40 guns, 200 maunds of gunpowder and iOO maunds of 
lead. 

After this appointment Maharaja Abhayasinghji returned 
to Marwar, raised an efficient army, mostly of Rathor Rajputs, 
took his younger brother Raja-Dhiraj BakhatsinghjI along 
with him and marched towards Ahmedabad via Jalore, 
Palanpur and Siddhpur. 

How the Maharaja encountered the enemy and in what way 
Sarbuland (Mubarizul Mulk) was compelled to submit will be 
known from the following letter of the Maharaja, dated 2nd 
day of the dark half of Kartik, Vikrama Samvat 1787 (1 6th 
October 1730 A.D.). 

( htr tRjTOStt ^ if fsudt qfwj'r i ) 

i cTKir shaft - n aue? g srst q# f- 
i 1% lur ^Terct srah get# 

I aft at h hufuk sgirgfi nm- 
I q 3 &5Tt ^ %Ht U eft TRTHft g- 
i e.ut qtHrft zt ? stir h 
I writ dt =o# t$ h sr?* gvcurr 
I 3R WUHlft h sfkra ft % 3TTC 5 - 
i sfotu pit hi ^cnrai par i> II 

( gp iw^ii) 

usurer sit f^gsrraWHie-i^^qfcT sft nanlteR 
n^irrarRroaT rrpuar sfi sqmfH? ^r: Raralr -fng- 

mi Rra gt Tenure n qq ^ 

( usrcrsn qft h^ - i ) 

(<& I ) 

II : II ?h «ft ( 37; *T- ) 

^RraTRRia u^Riar sft 
uwt 7*3 SRUTIcT Ull SURHtq dt I 
Tftir 3T=3 Htl 

3TUt PtRcf ft - pq gfficft- qt H7 HT- 
# Sjfcft UT3 5T5THH TOR Jfftqr % g;- 
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SrefcTT tft 3^ #ITtt 5r|at 

ifTTI nT3 FI3 n 5 TTS 5 DC OTH a5TTaR 5T- 

^ il nra aaR aat eft sntfra ^ * $at aR- 

nrn *ift fj aafmt atat niter HI ? 

JTTSr fNt® t RR RTatnat OTt %tT nfalT 
% nat sat In atm i tfrar |na laraa 3 ?- 
tiat tnTft ata % TOT Staten t am ItT 
art atafi% aatn arnri d stfami sNt 
H awyfatet aitttT Wtett l£t 3t 33 
tffttn wTFTfU tt 3irarri 3 atet tTT 5TR?t3T 

gf vs 33 in In § ^vaatt Ift 3 straw 
natl 5te> ganast aft ant <Ely: |^r 
;§tnta% aat antmi mrti gtr attar m- 
m enter a w ft iterr a^t% Ift qaifr 
tr tittat n; atei tfatsri ^ nr?ii ft tn 
tewr enter ak si€t tt art g nrai aft 
ans traiter n^r at ater *tn? snfteri tT 
aT3 g lit at# §raaFR ateoTT tt w? rt- 
5 lafagt ^ sRpnint gw afftet ter eta 
3 . gnt at ateni tt <nf if gi ter atei n «u- 
aten aat a m g nterr tt art § wrl w 
amin tt fltet a mm 1 st at: ater ftet f$ 
aft ft a teft atet at: snteim ^o ma- 
mt atei tatt <nter £t smart frnt a % cn- 

m fstR K° % tettant tr attar sat 

tet attni tr nra niast at 5 Is §§ al snfat tet 
ater jftai a ana gtmr% teitarR tt at«a tr atar 
gri^at qat ata ana gnat ^tatiat atasr §- 
ar atm 3 cr ^t ^r 5Ra ar^a §1 tr- 
atakra staaR ^at at amra a atni aqt 
aar 1 atai 321 sna atnanat gtr tt gr- 
aamt uftat a at<a tt art ar| att at m€t 3- 
atiaT 3 tRW ataR sant ata ^t atfi 
wt atai aat f?hatai trt atwrat 55 at| 
arat a atai 3 gana^t |at mt a^t « aist- 
ar? RtrtT rnt? anfi a a^ atai tr aa ^Etar 
mt to HI gm ara'a arttragt ctra a^r % 
atafi tt gif aim wftar tat gt fratar ‘ 
ft aTfat tfr ara an a at sitat trr airsfta— 
tr gifamr w?tai aat t art &fm nra Wt- 
tr araai arfrar aat a gmatt stmt t gn- 
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tit # tft eritei ft mm ere %% *# # 
ifo 331 g WTT # # qtt fR 3Ifqt %tl 3 fl- 
n test sNr sisratt %ft § % a# srinr qt- 
5m # # wt^cfT ft mtteir n# test f# mm 
n# enc ttr qvrrt fretm gqi m# n «tt«t mtten 
cfhn tr stefr srtrast t ga: mm ertq \tpm W< 

3# sir# # # 2T3r< tr mm q^r qsrr ss- 
meif rt qtrt qrt tetete tr snf# f snt mm m- 
Wt Reran % rb# # trrer mz arrasr tr- 
m # isst tr xTf§T g % qrertrrf# tt i'^rrsr g 
at# # ii% trrtt aneri qs^qrar g# Rtrqttt 

tf tlttll #fT t RaraT ^ eftt f Tat STIR cite 3 . # 5 tcTt SIFTt aRTtaTt ?T pT %t 
ft trterart tr 

tBtss te #*r asm art mqra sn# qtrrr #it sm# cm- 
% gait ##> iter qtctrc tl trait #t g§% g tn- 
=ct qiciT rgtqr# ast% tt# gastasm mm <3 sift 
asc 3 % f^iq % qte?r qtanftr 5f?#art 'tt^cst ft# 
trerrattr si t ifloiT «n*Tt g itqt ti qtetrq i qt- 
if ssra q##% ertt \ fstasr trr ## #? % gitert- 
m f #t eft £ti #«i ti ^riTTf gjtaiten qTnr sum 
a# trairatret t qhjT Rtrerrtt tr #gr t *F,=rar 3 
% ertt 1 qhu itmt tr qtcrrq § #t g§ $ ##- 

# # itif § ft## #qs % tnwqrt ## qtertnf 
tsrmg ft# % =snfr usqtfi JSctTsrq tstssk ft# 

# qicrtirf tr fqw mira f tm#t % ts^qtt #- 
qt'l fTq 5 ?^#qrt qiftrtf# Ct | tfrtir #ssra Itr 
q«n#ir qts. 4 tqr tt qttsstsfr ^tiii qtssstfq# 

tt mtqteT snqt art # qits qi^ss qitt m eftnr ^qt qsf- 
trt^ 5i# tsrti ^ #tq;st ts mz\ mu OTtraf % 

#qf tt qttrsr# sn4t ^ # ttff tr mm qr^f § 

## ^it ^ f# tlltt cSqitt qit STtratt jp 7 

53 F # #qs %ts ant q sn# =qq;% tft # 

#qt It qnl f snarer tft n% ^ trnrasK ttrtr m 
m 5 srift qrt#lr #tqttt tt sr# #q mm 
atur tt #qi#nt it## % # snft qst# % qr- 
eititf# % tntr fastener ertsnit qttn tn^rr qr- 
t# q srartet % qtf# aster tt #srqj5rr qrtitr ^ 
q# ar tr# % mr suit # mm tt estr# aster 

d# 

l tin tr asrat qf g|| ^ q^ 
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(Translation.) 

Top lines in Maharaja' s (ran handwriting . 

That by the grace of God a great victory has been gained. 
For this you should feel happy and convey the information to 
the Nawab (Shamsamuddaula) and tell him that we have 
left no stone unturned in serving the Emperor, but now is the 
turn of the Emperor and the Nawab to appreciate our efforts. 

If there is some fresh event it will be communicated. 
It is our command. 


Seal. 

By the grace of almighty goddess Hingulaj, glory be to 
sovereign ruler, king of kings, supreme prince, Maharaja Shrl 
Abhayasingh Deva, who shines like the sun on the earth. 

Hari, Amba, Shiva, Sun and Vinayak— may these five 
deities always bestow favours. 

Approval in Maharaja' s own. calligraphy. 

It is our command. 

heller . 

By command of the illustrious, king of kings supreme 
prince, Maharaja Abhayasingh jl Deva, fortunate Bhandari 
Amarsingli and Prohit Vardhaman should note his favours. 
Ere this every event has been communicated to you one after 
the other, which you might have noted. On reaching the 
village Adalech, we sent word to the Miyan (Sarbuland Khan), 
but owing to his misfortune and pride he could not comprehend 
it and collecting a number of men prepared himself to give 
battle. Under these circumstances on the 5th day of the bright 
half of Asoj (5th October 1730) we left the place and encamped 
on the bank of the Sabarmatl river, at the village Hansol, about 
3 miles east of the city. Seeing us encamped on the bank of 
the river Miyan (Sarbuland) got frightened, left the place, 
took shelter of the walls and rivulets and posting his guns at 
the strategic points encamped at Shahi garden and Mohammad 
Amin Khan’s garden. Finding no satisfactory stronghold 
there we marched on the 7th day of the bright half of Asoj 
(7th October) towards the west of the city and encamped on 
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the river at Fatehpur in front of the Bhadar Fort, occupied all 
the strategic points on the hamlets near the river. Soon the 
artillery of the enemy commenced firing from the Bhadar Fort 
and the city walls, but owing to the volley of our guns the 
besieged enemy could not raise his head to find out ourposition. 
On seeing this the Arakanis of Khanpur marched back from 
the garden of Mohammad Amin Khan to help the besieged 
garrison. For three days both sides continued fighting from 
their strongholds, but the Miyan’s family, who were in the 
Bhadar Fort, were forced by the shells of our guns to leave the 
place and take^shelter in the house of Rustam Khan. When 
the Miyan realised that the fall of Bhadar was imminent and 
the city was to pass in the hands of the opponents, he on the 
10th day of the bright half of Asoj (10th October) came out 
with all his army of 8 thousand horse and 10 thousand foot and 
attacked us. But there were enough men to answer him. In 
the battle which ensued 500 men of the Miyan were laid low 
while on our side 1 5 or 20 men lost their lives and a number 
wounded. 

When we received this information, we and Rajadhirfij 
(Bakhatsinghji) led our army against the Miyan. On this 
the Miyan posted his guns to the fore-front and himself took 
shelter behind the hamlets. When the guns of the enemy began 
to cause havoc, we, after holding consultation with all our nobles, 
and dividing the cavalry in three divisions, attacked the enemy, 
and leaving behind the line of his artillery fought a hand to 
hand battle with the Miyan’s men. This fierce battle lasted 
for about one and a half hour, in which the Miyan was forced 
to quit the field and fleeing away for 3 miles entered Kasimpur 
and took shelter in the houses there. But we too followed him 
on his heels and besieged the town. There again he took shelter 
in a mosque and put up a defence for about 50 minutes. But 
as nearly all his army was annihilated while fleeing and only 
about 80 horses remained with him, who too were wounded, he 
considered himself unsafe and again took to flight from the 
place, crossed the river and re-entered his former camp. 

Soon Shekh Alayar Khan led a contingent from the city to 
render help,' but was killed in this action. By that time 
it was evening and we returned to our camp. The horses of 
the Miyan’s cavalry, whose riders were killed, were brought to 
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our camp along with the artillery which he took with him to 
fight us. In all one thousand or twelve-hundred of his men, 
including persons of position, were killed and seven to eight 
hundred wounded. By the grace of God and good luck of the 
Emperor a great victory was achieved and every thing set right. 

Our own charger received three sword-thrusts and two 
arrow-wounds. Three arrows flew past touching him, but by 
good luck left no fatal effect. In our army though the number 
of killed was small, yet that of wounded was fairly large. 

By the grace of God every one has been favoured with luck 
You should make rejoicings and acquaint the Nawab with 
every happening. He might have also received our letters sent 
direct. 

A shell hit Rajadhiraj but by the grace of God could do 
little harm. He also received three slight wounds from arrows 
which could penetrate his armour. Some more arrows hit his 
helmet and armour but could not penetrate them. His charger 
also received three sword-thrusts and six arrow-wounds, but 
by the grace of God he was saved. 

You wrote that by fighting and punishing the Miyan the 
Emperor will be pleased and will grant our desired object. 
Therefore according to his commands we have punished the 
disloyal governor and now everything else depends on the 
Emperor. 

After we reached our camp, we received terms of surrender 
from the Miyan through Gusain Bitthal Rayaji, but we paid no 
heed to them. Now he has sent these terms to all the Imperial 
Officers as well as to our big nobles, for which we will send a 
reply later on. 


Next day, we again marched, after making necessary 
arrangements, but the Miyan dare not come out of his 
camp and remained there hidden. Courage has deserted 
him now. 
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Convey all this information to the Nawab. A list of men 
killed on our side has also been despatched which you should 
bring to his notice. Submit all this information to the Emperor 
after translation and inform the Nawab that in fulfilling the 
task we have left no stone unturned and now every thing else 
is left to him. 

Dated 2nd day of the dark half of Kartik, Vikram Samvat 
1787 (16th October 1730 A.D.). 


Camp Fatehpur , 
Suburb of Ahmedabad. 



14. A letter of Maharaja Abhayasinghji of JVlarwar 
relating to the Gujrat affairs. 

(Written for the XVIII Session of the Indian Historical Records Commission to be held at 
Mysore in December 1941. A, D.) 

(Introduction). 

The letter, dated 10th November 1730 A. D. was written 
by Maharaja Abhaya Singh, from Ahmedabad, to his ambassa- 
dor at the Mughal court. It discloses the devastated condition 
of Gujrat as well as the weak administration of the Mughal 
Court, and commands the ambassador to ask Nawab Khan 
Dauran, the minister of the Emperor Muhammad Shah, for 
the early despatch of men and money in order to bring the 
affairs of Gujrat under control. 

The letter which is preserved in the Sardar Museum, 
Jodhpur, measures 5' 4" x 9". 

( HljRTSTr ^ % TSITsft qfoqr ) 

stl stotor 

i ar g isfte site sfcsf fraiar $••• 

i m | cfhu g 5TT3T IwcT ?rlfiT- 

U % *sRaft Slcnq ^ q| aft arc g 

[*r] afrat^sTT ut ^tq % 5cqt qft 

% pill [t] 

I tlUT ^ 3R3T gSRRT RcTR qqft 5tt3 qrflT ^ft gSRTtt 

tfar qurftqr # it «w fw qtfcft tj wm ait * pt % uitf *- 

\ pt d gsm % <mz act snntai it qtqru %? wr stur* q*r- 

srot URt gsrft ^ ur\ attar jfhmtRr tj chair *r aqqt 11 
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( gf7 *t w sfe ) 

usrarar srt flgsira jRrTfig. STSRfstKR 

jrfRiaTpRRf ngmsir srt s&i&g fira# sng- 
ttswsrakir frftii^g 7r3k I fft stlj Tsra ^fktraqi 

% Q7 CRT 7J2T 

( JT5C5CT3T # 7Tft ) 

fqm % 

(<nr) 

lull. *31% sft 7tsRistg7 frifRrsiRRm m?Rr- 
31 # 3 ?%^# ^£T ERRrcl 1711 3TO7RRr q||-[q-] 

ra urn ft% g;q7RTf qra# 

II arar i qcqMf sift Irrtct §% % skit mq^K TiRt 
sfjffr TRTsrk qRrsrr sir R7# ftm sift hm- 

7T gft # 1 RR fg 7f qf5T 557% #q qR qratqT 
§# §r qr#f 7t mer sfsttft % § hr# 7t siqq 

qrcft gfR RRT HR# 3f7 %\ Stl HRtq ft §; qr- 
# 7ft qir qqra rrt s# ssnft sfrar Tstrq# #- 
ft g ## it hr^s ft ## TOTfi Issuer ijr #ft 
Ir# Rft?rr g HR'tq ft qr f#q>q % #$r qftr t> [ g# ] 
#qR =qft # qwr srit g sira sqqifR ft# [?r] 

SIRT# *t qsqq #7IT#3? RIRRT S?r#7 73T7T 3Ra 

#ft % g[ sfe q|Rf7t 5?raqf Rff ft ft THTt f #qqi R- 
f # % ft>7 qfoRtft ftqft qftft ft qr q>sn qRRiicr 7t qq- 
*Tf SRiq ft# ft ft sft sjrftsr % it HRxI ft ^ qqiq sg 
qfts ftqtqt q % f r qft stri tt r nrft ft % qraTir- 
it «tr ^ m tirt qqft RTTsT mm ft 7rr#R ftf q*s?T 
ftq % ftnr # qm ## ?t cr|qr# q gjjTqgsn- 
m 3 ^#qT § ^7# mi 3 ftqf mm gjRr ^tsrf [??] 
7t tr# <t m i#q:q # % qqq |r# wd #111 
mmi #7qt5f^T rtT# m % # ^r % # 7 tf #tqt qr- 

cRTff# ftqr ^ RT7f oIrTcT SJf # ft #qf §f 7 q %- 
R 7ft ^ qqtfl gsiqi swftqt IstTR #qt qtllT qR f Ht- 
qialtqt % frqqrsi 5ffq % ftqt jg qqtq 7t 371^7- 
q % mm ft31 377 gqn#t fff q#fT ^qtft 3!lgR7 q$t- 
^ cftR sniq 7t cirqqr § fTtqRcT mm 7 11 ^7?r R=: q- 
7qqf 3 qtg V qt% ^ fra miitm 7^7 5 qi#n- 

S TftRTT \ % #qt%7 7T ## WZl qt% % 31R>fRt 

q^Ff q f ^ Trra ^Tig# % #f7tq; siranT f- 

TtqRct lnr^7T^5l|3ST7tq 7J73lk sft ^ qt^ ^ 7ft- 
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ft 3 H fftl ST^ft ft Sf UrU^Tf ft pW ftq 
w ft ftg %ft ^ ftagratf 31 sira u gta qra prr stt 
argur at-wr i> ^ aro stuht gsr t§ ft? uft 

^flur ^ 5[ig5T U ftft SUft' a ^ SIT fTK^r ^ ’Tf* 

eraT?g ft wed I ta ftasftsr eft sriungt % ft: 
git fctRsnd ft % gtur ft % ertwigl arsifa after 
ia?t jppeter aftft ftft % qrgarft ft a^g; ft nrft 
gien aq* ftsrc ^ %st % % gft aga I? aaafa 
agreff eft g sifererr sf dsi ft ftgr a sn gra qrpr ftft ft- 
ur sen: ftar nuft arsis eft'ugft ft gtr atai qur 
ft aift aRrsur ^ ftft % sifter ft ftgft gang % 

% ftsr g left g.rft sifts? It ftg: gr ft sifter ^ la— 
ft ftrr aftrw ftft qtgaift ftgi ?r qirftft ^f 
^ sragrr roo fg; ^ gift ierft sirs am m ft arstru 
ftft ^a qft ang rftgr girsr gift gift ar ftq» « ft- 
m It ftgf % asriatr ftft § iaft giro tur qteiaift Ir 
q fft § qiC fta fttft ft qftqaar q»r ftft 
atrgta^ft auaf srr=ft ft fta % igrra g;r ftqaift 
ft qtiftft a; aft sirftsT w. ! % ft-u gar ask ft 

am grftgr ugr faft s ftc ft si aifta ara eragrft- 
at ft %^r ^ft it ggtft 5 pirgr gr site ft at srrg? ft- 
ft ft 5 eirgrr ft miz §aft ftft g; ft gsr gft I srrft 
si qlr si ft morris? uft -TsaR nr^ 5 &< It sTruIr iqrar- 
a sr'R ftsi^: ^1 ft:r srftu m ei? % trerr drrrrt 
ftsr % atur % Jft afl &, a* ftqr sir !g qr- 
qr m tia sftq qn% sur frsj ^ ft^.ftlft ^ ftn ft 
srrft ftsr fttft ^ ^r Inein: merai^ftt ft i § ft eft sft- 
u a ftJrsr ftft % fta sue afasns: § j^rLft aLsriu w;- 

* q %a ftarft ft nmft ft alamr ft ftft grer ftar ^ 
sftftft #nr gralr si ggrg % giaat si ft< srruift tt^- 
sit nft ft jftg ftli | eftur gralr g dtftgi ftnr ggrg 
% suqtfT aVftg fa^i g^grn zm aug g ft su 

ft ufft 3R ft sjftg gt g ft sair gtna ^ ^tgsi ft- 
ft ftg ft ftfft ftm ft? ft? im ft la urrft 
aftfa t, ^ ^ qraaift uRjg ft ft % g% 
ar fta argrft ftftaq g grgafft ft aeft iasr g- 
t: t%% g u^rg arft gin mm ^g ft ft arft ftg ggr- 
g t ftia ft4 % fta ; itft ft gggag qrer- 
arft -'T g^ig 5 **ant' % eftaa; ig^ft ^ gfgr»gf ft gj}- 

* ataig **m ftgr qmgar ggtg ft ggr?ft ggi- 
g § ftft g'l sirs gftgf ft afttrg qRa> sugar 
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‘■n^ns ail d flrf/i •-fiTiirt' a fttd sidd bjuji 
q suft afar g qfe 5???4 d wa##- 

iti ?g 5if5 44 # ?t Hida vtt? 4 d ad# 4>5# q 
jjana % 4 . 5 ft ai ^ 4 ft *4# d 4i i#4(cf ft dK- 
d®?# 33 d 3# 435 ; § 4(d gara f/rd <g?5ial 
srodr 5raer dd % sm?: qteedqt aft df 4 <b d 
#qii sft rfst'-i r{\ a 4v^(d a gl cf< aia #bt 
fta? ft Btsfa qftd Brft<^tT ft arc at# a d g; 4*ir- 
4 : Eft*? q#??r d #d dr. - 4 ft cht^ht sltd 53 d 4 =c d gsr- 

5K d OT JfCcT ft ## qt\ Ct 4 qTBvnd ft 3l4t3 
'ftltf BdT.lT. #3d qgt ft;? q>dq qtqr «ftd d d Id 
4t«i 1 fft^sftftt <3 g3ra4 lur 45 ft did ft I? Br-it- 
=4« BIB 4314 ft da 4 at 4 ## ft 5R4# li 44# d 
4q4B3 -WHT d ft-C# 4T4 4T BT(d B34 SvC# 

ft qdcrft g^ffc? d am d #.sr #44 ft 4 ## % 13 fti- 
g lm cT5cqR 3U# ft Hr^JT fftt % sftlJT ft d- 

qr gd ft g aia hr# ?r qtqr ft Bdsnt? ft 3- 

§4(51 5f^f gBHqaCB BqRiqf ftftft ftr ftl<?4 ft 53 
5 J?T4 'I 3 4414 § 44# '37T 4(4# 35 ft ft 4T3S 4 
q#qft 33?B4 qftft dqt prr % a# ardisr 53 
asnq ft# gq;qjit atd qdq d kr a^q? % sd- 
qid % 53 33(5?# ft 3?(qra b# daq#q '-f;5;aft 
ft gfnar ot«t# d g^icr 3 <k # ^ spi- 

*cra ft ftT ^ 4 ft ft qqft btb dtqiB =^#^1 ft § bbi- 

B 33IUT 4-qtal d BISK 345; ft 4(51 ftl 

sits KdfJT d bbsik ^r^lft 5d?q;R d 41 # d 
Bdftr ?(3iT(%?rs d BHite Bft<^(5: d 
d Isrr# qftarq sftd sirft |w wtqfr |wr ft aim m- 

45(15? i 4(#4 4R Blcr?5T 4B 414=^3!# ft #5; 

5TB4dft 5?tft ir^BI4 qft ^3t 4(3 #UT 34?; 
ft qsitq d def #d ft 45?(4 qraBif d ftd #- 
d 4T3BI4 315 ft rrr^gi #qf 5:r 5 i?sf ## ^ 4 ft # 

4(cTB(4 ft B(d 4(?r dsr?; ft srdft qtft vd?5R;? 
ft gl !|f 4d qiqr 5Tts? q?oBrd d t«T 
d 51 ft oK(i <#g? 3^53 ^#4 4 ?f> ^pc ^g- 
# #4 d 35t(B #4t ft 1 b>?;b(?: d Btdc ft ddft 

a Bft # 3# 3 n?4tv? 3411 ^ 44ITT 4 

4(ft 5c(3?Jig rtgd 4(5# -445(4 4# d m g?tft ^ 

4 5# # ft ?3 #c(T4 tS4T4 # 5;r g^RT ft- 

1 5?T3( ## # § 5B4d# g ft gcTB# 1 4t^r qfr- 

41 ft 3nrd d??r 5T53i snlft ftfe ft# 4d eft b3?t 4 ?- 



148 GLORIES OE MARWAR AND THE GLORIOUS RATHORS. 

* pft % 33T elicit % cfarTt JsRxft ft 3TCST §ft- 

sit g gcra^taf 3 5 srtsrm ^ t# 

pw I 

tt mtft gu 

(Translation). 


The lines on the top and margin written m the Maharaja’s own hand . 


You should inform the Nawab precisely what is 

written. 

Nawab had remarked that in our honour lies his honour. 
The time has now come to make good his words, and so 
arrange for men and money to be despatched immediately. 
Send money atonce, otherwise it will be difficult for us to re- 
main here under conditions in which Sarbulandkhan lived. 


Convey this to the Nawab. It is our command. Further 
you wrote us that we should atonce leave for Gujrat, so that 
our object may be gained. We have accordingly, arrived in 
Gujrat, and succeeded in performing an unparalleled deed 
which has not been performed by any one else before. Now 
it is your turn to render service. Your services will only be 
appreciated on your making arrangements for the 8 months’ 
expenditure (to be now incurred), Jaglr and getting the 
deputation of military assistants. You have our royal pleasure, 
so you may live in peace. 


Inscription of the Royal seal. 


By the grace of almighty goddess Hingulaj, glory be to 
the sovereign, king of kings, paramount sovereign Maharaja 
Shri Abhayasingh Deva, who shines like the sun on the earth. 


Hari, Amba, Soor (sun) and Vinayaka — may these five 
deities always bestow favours. 



A h vnm OK ftlAIlA.HA.JA A1J1UU a SIMJHJI OF U ftliWAU U'l 

Approval of the letter by the Maharaja in his own calligraphy 

It is our command. 

Letter 

By command of the illustrious, king of kings, paramount 
sovereign, Maharaja Shrl AbhayasinghjI Neva,- Bhandarl 
Amarsinghand PurohitVardhman should note his favours. We 
had already favoured you with a letter and everything should 
be carried out according to it. We had written in the afore- 
said letter for the arrangement of money which we hope 
might have been arranged after discussion with the Nawab. 
A fresh reminder has again been despatched, which you should 
hand over (to the Nawab), and press him for money. Every- 
thing depends upon it. Nothing is left out of the Khariff crop. 
Nawab (Sarbuland) has squeezed every pie of the income, 
whether it was given willingly or under pressure. The dis- 
trict ‘Ijardars’ (lease holders) have also likewise collected the 
rent. This is the real condition of the Khariff crop. As re- 
gards the income from customs, it can only be realised when 
the trade flourishes and that can only be collected when people 
will re-inhabit their homes. The Nawab might also be know- 
ing that there is no source of income left under this head as 
the whole of Khalsa and Jaglr lands have been resumed. You 
should make him conversant with everything. 

Further, we are sending the account of receipts after its 
preparation by the Imperial revenue officers etc., and the 
Nawab is fully aware of the forces kept here and the expendi- 
ture required. Ten or twelve lacs per month are required here 
for expenses, while the Emperor provided us in all 15 lacs of 
rupees, 40 guns, 200 maunds of gunpowder and 100 maunds of 
lead. As regards assistants, only Azmatullakhan was sent, 
whose expenses also fell on our own pocket. Such was the 
poor condition of the equipment and finances when we under- 
took this difficult task. 

A person like Sarbulandklian was the Governor of the 
place, who, inspite of receiving a erore of rupees as well as a 
large number of military assistants from the Emperor, sat 
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idle in the city, while the enemy devastated the province, and 
he (Sarbuland) dare not come out (to face them), but being 
over-powered paid Chauth (fourth part of the revenue). 
This shows the strength of the enemy. They are not even 
satisfied by the levy of Chauth, but Baroda, Dabhoi, Jambusar 
etc., yielding a -revenue of 30 lacs, have also passed under 
their control. Surat including 28 districts is under the sway 
of Pilu and any remittance of their revenue depends on his 
sweet-will. 

Pavagarh is held by Chimna, and the fort of Champaner 
is under the possession of Kantha. They pretend to be lords 
of the land and collect Chauth, Deshmukhi, Peshkashi and 
administer some of the places also. Such is their audacity. 

This was the condition prevailing in the province when 
Sarbulandkhan, by proving himself untrue to his salt, disobey- 
ed the orders of the Emperor, and severed all his connections 
with him. The reason was that for the last 1 5 or 20 years, 
the Subedars of various provinces have thrown off the yoke 
of allegiance and have not conceded the control of their 
province to any one whom the Emperor was pleased to send. 
The mighty have dominated the weak. This is the condition 
of the empire. 


He (Sarbuland) also viewed it in the same light and was 
also backed by some miscreants. He thought himself safe 
relying on his huge artillery, munitions, number of soldiers, 
a fort like Gujrat and the tottering condition of the Imperial 
court. Looking to the weakness and the chaos at the court, 
it might have turned out as he had imagined, but we, on our 
part, taking into consideration that we have under-taken the 
task, collected artillery, gunpowder, lead etc. from our own 
purse, and as by the grace of God, we already possessed the 
forces we fulfilled this difficult task with the help of our own 
men only. Among the Imperial officials, only Karimkhan 
joined us with 200 horse, while the rest of the show was staged 
fiom our own purse. We paid off 10 to 15 lacs of rupees to 
the forces by mortgaging our own jewellery and brought the 
Miyan (Sarbuland) to book. 



151 


A LETT K ft OF MAHARAJA ARIIAYASIKGHJI OF MaRWAR. 

The task which could not be performed till now in the pre- 
sent regime has been accomplished (by us) and we gained 
control over the administration of 22 districts. A man like 
Sarbulandkhan was defeated and driven away, after being 
deprived of his artillery, and he quitted the place after many 
entreaties. All of his big officials were put to the sword, yet 
he was so proud and arrogant to hand over the city to us only 
on condition of the receipt of 40 lacs of rupees as his dues. He 
also invited the enemy (Maharattas) and used all other 
tactics, but so felt the blow of our sword, that he lost his wits 
and begged for pardon saying— “Maharaja, considering the 
old ties of friendship existing between us, kindly forgive 
me for the follies committed by me. It was due to my bad 
luck that I created so much fuss.. Some of the Imperial nobles 
instigated me to oppose you and I reaped what I sowed. Now 
I may please be spared my life”. This was his plight when 
he left the place. 

We on our part have rendered sterling service and now 
it is for the Emperor to appreciate it. As we had undertaken 
to fulfill the task, we completed it by arranging for men 
and money from our own purse. We never pressed him for 
money and military assistance etc. at that moment, thinking 
that the Nawab might not take it as an excuse for our unwill- 
ingness to proceed to Gujrat. This was the main reason why 
we did not write to him in this connection. But it is not fair 
on the part of the Nawab that he should sit silent over such a 
matter. Relying on our own forces and putting our lives at 
stake we have successfully completed the task, but had anybody 
else undertaken this task, he would have been utterly ruined 
by lack of men and the money and the Imperial cause would 
have also suffered. The laxity in the control of other provin- 
ces as well as the weakness of the Empire is due to such 
negligence. 

The Nawab is wise enough in ever-y respect, and we, rely- 
ing upon his word, had undertaken this task. As the Nawab has 
the burden of the control of other affairs of the Empire so it 
is incumbent on him to arrange for the despatch of men and 
money at his earliest. The Nawab knows every-thing about 
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the enemy. To arrange for the upkeep of the force fora 
period of 8 months i.e. up to Ashadh is essential, and the enemy 
if not fully crushed will again raise his head. This is the 
reason why we have to keep a force at an approximate cost of 
Rs. 5,00,000 per month and accordingly will require rupees 40 
lacs for the coming period of eight months. In Gujrat the 
winter crop has been damaged and the condition of the crop of 
the rainy season has already been narrated. 

Further, Sarbulandkhan, who had received a huge amount 
from the Emperor and in addition plundered the province and 
resumed Khalsa and Jagir lands, when departed from this place, 
left I £ years salary of his forces in arrears, and as he could 
not arrange for the transport he managed for it by selling 
gunpowder and lead. As we too were short of gunpowder 
and lead, we purchased these things worth rupees 20 to 25 
thousands. Others also purchased the same from him. This 
is the plight of the city and the province. He who dare not 
even come out of the city, did not maintain a force as large as 
.ours and collected all the dues of the rainy season crop quitted 
the place in such a paucity of funds. This shows the devasta- 
tion of Gujrat. 

You should impress upon the Nawab all these facts and 
make him aware that if he wants to check the activities of the 
enemy, he should arrange for all these requirements. A dis- 
pute about the Chauth between Kantha and Chimna is going 
on, hence they both will return here. It has come to be known 
that Muhammadkhan has left for Ujjain, and has been given 
rupees 36 lacs to meet his expenses. Besides this, as per his 
wish, he has been promised the services of Hada Durjansal 
Bhadoriya etc. to assist him. The Nawab may therefore be 
informed not to despatch any one of them (Bhadoriya etc.)' to 
that side and acquaint Chhatarsingh, etc. who have already 
left the place to reach here as early as possible. The enemy 
seems to advance towards this side, and the Zamidar! system 
is to be abolished. Explain all these facts to the Nawab 
Our previous dues were to be recovered from the revenue of 
Gujrat, but nothing is left here and we owe rupees 15 lacs to 
the creditors, so try to get the amount of our pay charged to 
the revenue of Sambhar and also manage for the fresh sum 
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required for 8 months. Further remind the Nawab to carry 
out early the orders already issued regarding the rest of our 
Jagir, Rajadhiraj’s Jagir, extra Jagir for ourselves and 
Rajadhiraj, and the grant of title. Formerly, when Roshan- 
uddaullah put up a false complaint (against us) to the 
Emperor, you satisfied the Nawab, who in his turn convinced 
the Emperor and the Emperor wrote (us) about his faith in our 
loyalty. Now the Emperor has realised the true facts, and 
the mouth of some of our enemies have been filled with dust. 
But at present, the condition of the Imperial court is as it is. 

JaisinghjI is at present trying to get Fatepur, Jhunjhanu, 
Jharod etc. in his Jagir, but you should endeavour to get them 
included in our Jagir. In case you fail to do so atleast get 
them leased to us, but in no case they should pass in his 
( Jaisingh’s)' hands. As orders regarding Rajagarh, Masuda, 
Kharwa, Bhinai etc. have already been issued, so get their 
compliance immediately. You sent us a request about the 
affairs of Surat, therefore we have despatched Musatkikhan 
and the MutsaddI, who have written to us that either the 
enemy will vacate the place or he will be punished. As they 
have also mentioned about the money for their expenses re- 
quired there, so we have instructed the officials to arrange for 
1 it accordingly,. It is our command. 

Dated 1787 Y. S. 12th day of the bright half of Kartik 
(10th November 1730 A. D„ ) 

Camp Shahibagh (Ahmedabad). 



15. Maharaja Abhayasingh of Marwar and the Nizam. 

(Read at the sixteenth session of the Indian Historical Records Commission held at 
Calcutta m December 1939 and published in its proceedings, pp* 211-214.) 

The letter of Maharaja Abhayasingh of Marwar submitted 
here, throws some interesting light on the underhand tactics 
to which the Nizam resorted in order to create an ill-feeling 
between the Peshwa and the Mughal Court as also on the dip- 
lomatic genius of Maharaja Abhayasingh. 

The Nizam and the Peshwa were jealous of each other's 
power. The former was the foremost soldier of the time. 
But being defeated by the Peshwa Baji Rao I, he intrigued 
with Trimbak Rao Dabhade, the Maharatta Commander-in- 
Chief, with a view to reducing the influence of his rival. 
About the beginning of 1731 A.D. Baji Rao I decided to invade 
Gujrat. But as soon as he reached Ahmadabad in February 
Maharaja Abhayasingh, ,the new Governor of the province, so 
put diplomatic pressure on him as to win him completely over 
to the side of the Emperor. 

How the Maharaja set the Peshwa against other invaders 
of Gujrat and how the Nizam tried to deprive the Peshwa of 
the imperial favours— will be known from the contents of the 
following letter. 

( k if fenjft qrfeqi i ) 

mil *ft nfcfnsft *rra % 

\ <TOT sfoft *t SRTFT ^ gi % H faiUcri - 
l gew ’ft nrchfr % surai 

i iftdt % qtat kr ?rra ft 

\ & ?! % sftclTIT and! 



Maharaja aisuaya singh of marwar and the ni55am. 

I ft atafq <t| §# ST q eft ataw q wft a # 

I % afg # #31 ft §# 5CI e-IRtaTCt n # at- 

I soat 51 R# # C 5^t3T iFTKT S^It % # 

cfr jgeff STSSTRr Hen ? Htata g $5Tt ft ERirr ERT3 
atar srta #at §atq tj 

i erar arc# anaatt fra# fftaia g ^stt afar iqi# Srqt 
i a ast# ft as # qt# a % cfars ata# atat- 
qg %ft aaa ^snat inr ata at sarqt qqg jwrar 

arc# qtat qqq #as# ft q eft aaqa iga Sta# 

#=£ H# qtar gets: qtaart# at g; ar# St atarata 
amstr %stt ’tfctq ft qfta qrca arc# g err afara 
5FF attlct 't# Heft aft^T HtHH 3^t at# gqtq % II 

( gga ft q?r *m \ ) 

agtarat sit %garaqanatq. saqra #at3rctstJaa 
qgtararraeta agratar at aa:fskg #: T#rqft atg- 
ft3taa#i!T q#q#g are# 

^fa 3# f#T 35 fqqpqqt ^ §a #3 atgr q^m 

( agtatstr # at# i ) 

(^ ) 

mil fern at at at 3 rct 3 tsga agratafeatst q^rcrar 
at satfatg# qgratsr qtqta at aiafata# ffoqapr r 
et all aaaferc mi aarcata at% gqaatta qra# 

II etar aastgiater #gat ail g#q;cr arsta || ant # 
qra% Hfer qtqr I § # atta't ag qg5t # gtaft ettqjqaiq 
satst^: % artaatta at qft3t % qiitata \ «tft| §£ q #aqqj 
aar ft #ant at cRta set artagrc: gast qtaqata# gar qqr- 
a #* arat <fctta sat f#t# res ##a at q^q; § $ % 

^t %i\ qqj^tqr #*3 ktc ^t ft eftnm ^qrati: eft rtgiq fr 

qtft 5 t# qt^; qtst auKw cRta ntst qt^ qra % 
qtl^ ^t ^ ^ q#g qt^ ^t qtl ^ § ^tg ataar «qt3tf 5rr- 
^ ^ |5 ^t^ g ^t# 5 t# ^ q# ars? a atstiqcigsiqi qt- 
^ S ^ qraatt? § qtaq |^q 
stfa# 3i# aat # a atstiq % §qtq qt^a ^ 

^t qt# qtqFjqt # JSf qt^ #\ 3 3TRm q #5T #• 

5tia set ^t q# at ^ § tur at#ar &k qa qar^t ? tur et^- 


isb 
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q^r ft qarft 51 # g gift 5 ^^ q^tqrq it qftr <ncr- 
grrg- g qrSTP rf.7~m qift? ftijtTqft H ^RK qftTItq HTcT- 
gtft qqft ftfg % ftft % 5 t^r'TRT ja^qiq 51 ft it ^istt 
gig it g^qftii rftTqtq it gift % fftqqr it fgT^qq 
% qqrq g ^TTH qTft kft gqgq ft qqftg qwft % q^T- 
=ftq 7 T 7 H qeTlSfq % Sift q'tqiq g 7 ^ ^«T Svcft *>- 
3 CUT ft jk# ftq ft grft qta qrcft ftq ^g ftg=qgt 
5 tft ft to g 71 gqgq t qrerlt ftftqt ft qr- 
q ftsg *t vm sngftqrT: gt ftftft g rt§ ft qtcrgigft % 
qftq qft qtftrq 3W cTtR ^ 37iqt sj 5 qT5?q ft* 1| ft- 
qqgiq 6- ^TcT g ftftft 1§ §*1 § q^r qfa ft IR5I qg- 
> g ftq*T7iq ft ftftqciggg ft CRT3T ft eft sfe tr 3TT- 
qt it ftft ft qTcTgrg ft waft creft ft THStT * Sirg'tftg ft- 
7TT qqrq it ftteft s&gsil 5T q ft qqiq\ qftft gift qtfq ft- 
qt # it qqrq qpf §qr eft qfrsT ftqt | § qqrq ft q*ft WA- 
g tj ^qtcf^HT ft ggqqt g ft t Jglft gT: eft qig 
src g ?=nq% qg ftggiqt fttg qrgit t| qftr qsrft ^ ft - - 
qr 3777 ftraT: ^n ^g qftnqt % qqtqft gqftq qqpc qt- 
qiq % eftn^T myft ftgT leftt cMtqf g ft StcFT H g- 
ft 3g ftpqTC qjfq llcr^n^t It qTf^ qr ft g qqrq ?eT- 
ft eHTER# qft% 5*717: *TqtlT ft ft ftTTff SfiqT fft ftg ft- 
qr an? qarft sraq fft uhr? if qift eir qqq ftnt ft |- 
qranr m% § q «| qsig <aqq q |ft mw ^q?: qft^q 
qjT: q qftTlfq ?t qiHRnft qft ^tft terat qftft ftqiq- 
ft 55; qqft %Zl qtg qq| ft ftft fqRIfft qftsr fttTqq- 
7; ft qq^q ftqTftft qqq^ fqqt oftqr ft iqreft qrft- 
uf 5 q^^q 'ft^r? f t: q^nr ft qqfttft q^rft g ftjrrqr 
qr inr qTa g qiftq Tnft ftftt qqtg qqrq sfoftqt qft- 
Rtqq qft qq:ft a qr 7t qt^rer u^r qq g ftg- 
q 7T eftftft 3CfT gq q;ft g urg qqiq qqqq ftqr 3 nq»l! 
u ftri ft qft cfnftft q?q sii% gqqiq qqi^q % «r tk- 
cUTTqr ft cftTftqt RTtq cTrft ^ 5RTH ft qrq g qiq^T 2% ft- 
=qrc I^T %3T ftg q m q7:^r qqr gqrrq ft ftftqrft qj- 
t: qqr 5r qr7T qqr: qftlr ^ qftTcrq q |*Tjq> q^jft q gq. 

#ft ftft ft qra fttq q q g It gift qq^ % ^tc!% 
qnrft 3T q ft qrrft qftr qqrq t: qftg % g qqrq 
qrqft Siqq q ^7: efq qig fttft gsuft qft 5TTH jprgq 
7 T ft-q q qqg % gmt qg g qfg 2qq ftnq ^ ^mr 
-ftS grqft ft 7icRTftgg ft snqft ft fjq q qft 5*17: nq'tq 
ft gq^ft # fm q«n: ft gqq ftft g ft ft 



Maharaja a turn - a pinch op marwaR \k» the nwam 

tRcIPT ij sRTff r r5T 3R4T flRT 33ft 4*4% 4T gf 4RT- 

^ ##4 $ 4 t§) 3!4 # 34 ) flgr srtlr Ir 4T§) : a4 4 c hi-- 
% 44grar g ratfR 45C 3#^ 3 # g 4t3T45t4T 4 sztg 
3H ## 4 t mi\ 3 ffar fee tt 4^3 j|4 ** ^ 

3 TT ffteuft ml g 4r§4 #% *# sgi g srgr-ro 
ft fist 44gT4T g ^aiflf tt §^3 S ^ 

% gttqcft 3T g45t4K #3 fT3T ^ 3445! # 

m wmK ft# qtm sNi't 4tt% #4 4itff # ## tt 
^n| aitta qfttr #rj § fm '4 qragr?# 4 m# f# 4 gt- 
^ Hqra If #5# 45§s^ % mi tt 3% 

^HfUrr act ill ett 33T1 Stftk #g 4TO45 5134 4tt 4414 

#gft 35*13 tt fewt g-^ti g 141^ «# 3RT 

$frt 5tt€R% § ^4* g 43t5rar g 45T4 ft 5I4I4 gist 

ft 4 ft g rar Racsfr fra stent 4 fra ft tnats* 44t- 

4 tt gj 3Jt gift § 4t4t4 aft t4'4t; 3R^ 3)4! 4 h§f §4- 
3t4R 4414 aft | if 45§5ti 4 vfe W g ^414 444 44- 

3 3t 45ti 4* 3ft ft ??nt 3!4g 41*14 Rtf 45* 444 45*- 

# ft4 3t 4*^[ 4ft 3t jflg 4'4tg g'flU §4 §1* 5tt4T 

graft ratera 4555ft % Ini g 45 §nt 34 gift *§ 4 §g 4 r 

* 4514 it% 45*3ft 4 4514 |l4 4 pi =ft 5fci5ti §#453 ft* 

4 g #434K 3*3 #41# jpR4 1} 

#43 *V9=;\9 g %3 gg gll §r§4S[T4r§ 

( Translation ) 

Top and side lines in Maharaja’s own hand-writing. 

May Almighty always protect us. 

That by the grace of God we have achieved victory. The 
helping force of the Nizam-ul-Mulk, which too was with the 
enemy, has also been destroyed and all have turned well. 
But BajI Rao has not been favoured with thanks and assurance 
for his help. If the Nizam himself comes here we are prepared 
to deal with him (in the right manner). We have written as 
much as was adequate and have done as much as was possible. 
But the news received from the Nawab would undo everything 
and if such is the will of God something of this sort must 
happen. You should tell everything to the Nawab and settle 
everything 

Also arrange to remit money soon. Tell the Nawab that 
without money we cannot manage the affairs of the province 
even for a single day. Here there is no source of income, and 
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therefore inform the Nawab and arrange to send money with- 
out fail- What more can we write in this matter? Without 
money every effort will be futile. We belong to the Rajput 
race and therefore believe that whatever the Almighty desires 
will happen, but the Emperor will lose the province. Tell him 
(Nawab) all these facts plainly, and in case he is prepared to 
comply with our request and gives us the required money, you 
should stay at the court If not you should take his leave and 
come back without wasting a single moment there. It is 
our command. 

Writings of the Royal seal . 

By the grace of Almighty Goddess Hingulaj, glory be to 
sovereign ruler, king of kings, supreme prince, Maharaja Shrl 
Abhayasingh Deva, who shines like the sun on the earth. 

Hari, Amba, Shiva, Sun and Viinayaka— may these five 
deities always'bestow favours. 

Approval of the letter in Maharaja’s own Calligraphy. 

It is our command. 

Letter. 

By command of the illustrious, sovereign ruler, king of 
kings, Maharaja Shrl AbhayasinghjI , 1 and his heir-apparent 
Shrl RamsinghjI, Bhandari Amar Singh and Purohit Vardha- 
man should note their favours. 

We have received your letter and noted its contents. 
Before this we addressed letters to the Nawab , 2 which you 
must have delivered to him and must also have therefore 
discussed the points with him. 

There was a fight between the armies of Trimbak Rao 
Dabhade 3 and those of Baji Rao 4 and ours. Trimbak Rao, 
Mughal Momlnyar Khan, the commander of the Nizam’s 5 army, 

1, Maharaja Abhayasingh was the ruler of Marwar and the imperial Governor oi Gujrat 

2* The Nawab or Khan Datiran was the minister of Emperor Muhammad Shah* 

3. Trimbak Rao Babbage was the eon of Khantfe Rao Dabha<Je and succeeded him as 
commander m ‘Chief of Shahu’s arm} m 1730 A.D He later joined the Niram against the 
Peshwa Buji Rao 3* 

4. Baji Rao 3 was the son of Baiaji Rao Yishwa Rath Peshwa, whom he succeeded in 
1720 A,D, and died m 1740 A.D. 

5 Nmim-ubMulk tAsuf Jah) Cliinkuhch Khan was the eon of GhazI UddTn Firoz Jang, 
He first served as the Governor of the Deccan, then of Malwa and afterwards raised troops 
and conquered the Dcccnn by a clever use of intrigue and money. He was for some time, 
the prime minister of the Emperor Muhammad Shah, but resigned the post and became a 
virtually independent ruler of the Deccan, Ho died iu 1748 A.D. 
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and Mula Panwar were killed; Panwar Uda, Chimmna 4 , and 
Pandit of the side of the Nizam and PIlu’s 2 son were captured, 
and we were victorious. You would have imparted these news 
to the Nawab. 

pilu, Kantha 3 , Anand Rao and others have fled away with 
their armies. Pilu fled to Dabhoi, and his (PIlu’s) brother is 
at Baroda. We have despatched our armies to both these 
places, and hope to get them vacated soon. As Kantha has 
fled to the Nizam-ul-Mulk, you should ask the Nawab to inform 
the Emperor 4 , and get his orders issued to the Nizam with a 
strict warning, that he should comply with the commands of 
the Darbar (Maharaja) and should not give shelter to Kantha, 
Pilu and others. 

The army of the Nizam too is destroyed, and if he comes 
again to this place to avenge himself there will be a battle 
with him. Therefore, you should ask the Nawab to bring all 
these facts to the notice of the Emperor and get his orders 
soon despatched'. 

This tirhe Baji Rao has rendered meritorious services to 
the Emperor. So a robe of honour, a “Farman” and an ele- 
phant should be bestowed on him as well as on Raja Shahu 5 , 
and a rob of honour on Chimna 6 . Further, after explaining 
everything to the Nawab also arrange for the bestowal of a 
"Mansab” on Baji Rao. We also remind you of the important 
problem of our own “ Jagir” and hope you will again discuss it 
with the Nawab. If he is inclined to comply with our request 
settle the matter with him in such a manner that our mission 
may be brought to a successful end. 

1, GhunnajI Damodar was for some time the prime minister of Sbambujl II of Kolhapur. 

2, Pilaji Gathuatf was the founder of the present Gaikwatf dynasty of Baroda and one of 
the two most prominent Maharaja officers m Gujrat. He was killed by Maharaja Abhaya- 
smgh of Mar war m 1732 A.D and was succeeded by hiB son Damaji Gaikwad, 

3, Kantha jt Kadam Bhande was the other moBt prominent Maharatta officer of Gujrat. 

4 Kmperor Muhammad Shah Nasiruddm ruled from 1719 to 1748 A.D 

5. Shahu, the Baja of Satara was the grandson of Sh 2 \ajf and he appointed Ban Rao I 
as ins Peshwa in 1720 A.D. 

f) I tbmk the reference here is to Chimnajf, the younger brother of Peshwd Bail Rao I 
and not to Chnnnaji, who belonged to the opposite camp. 
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gome time back we wrote about the case of Baji Rao, but 
owing to the verbal or written misrepresentations, the Nawab 
could not grasp the reality, and has informed the Emperor 
that Baji Rao, only being afraid of Trimbak Rao, has joined 
us in this way and therefore he could not help us in any bigger 
task. But the part played by the armies of the Nizam-ul-Mulk 
and Trimbak Rao has come to the notice of the Emperor, and if 
he wishes, other facts will also be brought to his (Emperor’s) 
knowledge. 

You should inform the Nawab clearly, that we have done 
all this fully relying on him. Yet he has neglected it in such 
a manner. Let us know what the Nawab wants. Even the 
expedition against Sarbuland Khan 1 was carried out at our 
own expense. As we had undertaken the task, it became our 
duty to finish it. We have written so much to the Nawab for 
sending us men and money with a view to enabling us to face 
the enemy. But nothing has been done uptill now. He should 
consider well whether this mission, the progress of which he 
(Nawab) has been delaying is of the Emperor or our own. 
These days there was a large concentration of the forces of 
the enemy, and both the armies arrived here. When we failed 
to see any provision being made by the Nawab, (to meet the 
situation) we apprehended that in case there was any adverse 
result, it was we who would be blamed for it, as no one would 
say that the Nawab did not do any thing in the matter. In 
these circumstances we tried hard to bring over Baji Rao to 
the side of the Emperor, and giving him every assurance des- 
patched him with our own forces equipped with strong artillery 
to punish Kantha, Pilu and others. We have thus, created a 
split among them and managed to crush the rising. 

We thought that the Nawab would appreciate our action but 
instead of that he has written us to punish Baji Rao, drive him 
away, and give him no help whatsoever. It appears that 
the Nawab has written all this, at the instigation of the 
Nizam. • Is it fair that the Nawab should act on the advice of 
others when the task has been entrusted to us? He believes in 
what these sycophants write, and neglects the real facts. Only 
consider that though Kantha and P ilu usurped the land of 

1. He wos the Governor of Gujrat, but was defeated nod dmen out by Maharaja Abhaya 
Singh, the newly appointed Governor of Gnjrat in 17C0 A.D, 
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Gujrat for the Iasi eight years, he (Nawab) favours them and 
gives no weight to winning Baji Rao over to the side of the 
Emperor. Tell all these facts to the Nawab plainly and inform 
that we have done all this with full faith m him. _ But if he 
does not care, we are not prepared_ to keep this -province. 
What advantage can one have in Gujrat these days? On the 
contrary though we have to bear all the expenses from the 
revenue of Marwar, yet he (Nawab) has neither done anything 
for our own ‘Jaglr’ nor for that of Rajadhiraj 1 . 

Recently the enemy threatened us again and therefore we 
managed the affairs in this way. By the grace of God, we 
were successful. But had we depended on the Nawab, it would 
have been worse. He writes to the Nizam to punish Baji Rao, 
while we brought him (Baji Rao), whole-heartedly to our side 
and sent him to punish the Nizam. (Is it not strange that 
inspite of all this) the Nawab has written to us in such a way? 
If Baji Rao is left alone, he would join Pilu and Kantha. In 
such circumstances how can we leave him alone? It appears 
that though the Nizam wants to create misunderstanding 
between us and the Nawab yet he has no courage to advance. 
Had he come forward, he would have been punished, and 
further, if he thinks of advancing against us, he shall be punish- 
ed. But what should we say of the Nawab on whose support 
we counted for completing this task. 

You should now submit the ease to the Emperor and put all 
these facts in detail before the Nawab. If the Nawab wishes 
to keep us here, he should manage according to our letters. 
He should also note, that the present condition of Gujrat 
makes it imperative that he should give effect to our recom- 
mendations. Nothing has yet been done even about the ‘Jagir’ 
of Darbar (ourself), and if he does not like or cannot manage 
it he may do whatever he thinks proper. Here is the province 
of Gujrat and he may send any one he likes, as its Governor. 
Again tell him that inspite of our remaining busy here the 
Nawab does not do anything in the matter and wants to ruin 
us for nothing. He should either do the work, if he so wishes, 
or give us leave for personally approaching the Emperor. Tell 
him everything plainly, discuss this case in all its aspects, 
settle the matter favourably and let us know everything about 
the favourable or unfavourable turn of the case. This is our 
command. 

Dated the 14th day of the bright half of Chaitra (Vikram) 
Samvat 1787 ( Shravanadi ) (10th April 1731 A.D, ). Camp 
Ahmedabad. F 


1. Rajadhiraj Bakhatsmgh was the younger brother of the Maharaja, 



16. Maharaja Abhaya Singh of Jodhpur and the 
tactics of, the Nizam. 

(Read at the third Indian History Congress held at Calcutta m December 1939 and published 

m its proceedings pp. 1112—1115.) 

When Maharaja Abhayasingh, the newly appointed 
Governor, took charge of Gujrat in 1730 A. D. the condition of 
the province was deteriorating. The Maharatta officers were 
ravaging the country without any opposition and the Imperial 
revenue also was left to the mercy of these marauders. 
Consequently the whole province was threatened with severe 
famine. 

Under these circumstances, when Peshwa BajI Rao I, 
arrived at Ahmedabad to plunder the province, the Maharaja 
persuaded him to side with the Emperor and sent him against 
Trimabak Rao— the Commander of the Raja of Satara. But 
the Nizam, who had joined Trimbak Rao on account of his 
jealousy with the Peshwa, tried his level best to misrepresent 
the whole affair at the Mughal court and divide the Peshwa 
from the Emperor. 

This second 1 letter of Maharaja Abhayasingh, repro- 
duced here, will show the real condition of the province at that 
time and the underhand tactics as adopted by the Nizam. 

I («T } 

1 ( * ) 

i sfteT # 

l * mx $ gsrer wmj p: ( jt ) 

i «h dhrr nil 

1. Thl* i“i the second letter which written by the Maharaja, in t hi ^ connection, on the 
game day. 
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i gnt tit <H5T ggV gf atm: mrert ^ ' 

I q jftqget mg mfart qra tt h % swims 
i ?ft sftqrq &at % mssft etfrra ftaat mqsr 

W?t q^ISlt I % gams ? «nsft % 5^ ?ft 
cftfli q s*3t frnnst qqrs g sum 

?r aft q sk tit n gtm ms at pml; « 

( ips 3 m wHsT i ) 

jprarat tit flgma neimsi gqqre srt simrekss- 
jprctmfama nficisr sft stlsfrrmsq: fqmm mg- 
ttasqsftnr ip»rr% simt 

m\ fffisr 55jC -R^RcF q §S qST ^1 mam^S 

( mt sigt i ) 

pwtj 

( qsn ) 

11:11 fgfa tit tit sisrcrlgs mmormrmia mm- 
srsr aft sroflqa't mmsra qiqis sit sraf%sr5ft 
^q q=qqtq «l| 5TOH sftll qsmTtq T^T § q- 

qresft 

II mtt $sqtq ml IqiScT fqt % § 3UT nrem m<t 

s? qma qqiq g ms% md qtcristgmr mmmm- 
qqt msal cm qttrcrq summon sitf 

tit titm % 3IS3T dhjft ^ 3f | <ft tit UptST*! st q^R 
I pw § qhtmrq qsrs ^ stmi tr qT§m % qram- 
%t qmft «stqt % tit mgrsra st $smqt qimttf g fm 
q mnitqt I qtpr % s^»it ^ttit ?t ^tms qtmqmgmm 
qrastp st pw qtmrr sr tim st jttst qtaqsr qr- 
Skiq % Jfsi^qT % msrat sr qreren? sr sit pm % 

I g mstm? 5tmt qq'tuk't qra pmt qtll § sir 
qrq qrTqrl mcrtr q& % qrasttf d qt mg qqr^jrr tt q- 
tit m^mqw d fqm % I music g qt^crq m 
5Ttm Ink g mqs tit siHt^si q^cftsfr 

qtur cr^r^r ^sncn ^ suqtqt I ffm?: iqsrq^r me 
qpsraT g mrism mm % I qNrqra aisr qflqt % 

§ frcsft 3nmd scr^l % qqrq I qt sill ^ 
gt qn;qtd ^aTqak ^ c tfr^CT fmng m^murq- 
Jft sint twimsi | m mim fems ksnq^ I q^r- 
& ms shit ^t fmu fffHTFF fq^qrsr mm mmtqt % 5 
?kt qqiq feme d terns k Inkt m 
5mtmq | ?tfns m^t mit | ^ |i5 qsm nm tit- 
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grd eft 5 > ^ ^ l 19r 

** to* «itc ^ aR 

agsft im <rt silras % i * 

T%cr<t 55ragt #% f^rur wa# 'iteren# ^ 
le^t itsi % Sirct ^'HeT ^5ft ^ 

$*cT *\S=;VS TT %H ^ W Sll 

Translation 

Top and, marginal lines in Maharajas own hand-writing. 

but the 

Nawfiband’the Emperor did not care for it. Now they 
will see the consequences, but they cannot blame us for the 
result. Communicate all this to the Nawab and arrange for 
early remittance of money. Here is a great scarcity of grain. 
Whatever was available has already been consumed, hence we 
cannot pull on any longer without money. Inform the 
Nawab of every thing clearly, and if he does not do any 
thing, get his permission and come back. It is our 

command. 

( onients of the R-oyal Seal 

By the grace of Almighty Goddess Hingulaj, glory be to 
sovereign ruler, king of kings, supreme prince, Maharaja 
Shrl Abhayasingh Deva, who shines like the sun on the earth. 

Hari, Amba, Shiva, Sun, and Vinayak— may these five 
deities always bestow favours. 

Approval of the letter in Maharaja’s own calligraphy. 

It is our command. 

Letter. 

By command of the illustrious, sovereign ruler, king of 
kings, supreme prince, Maharaja Shrl Abhayasinghji 1 and his 
heir-apparent Shrl RamsinghjI, Bhandarl Amarsingh and 
Purohit Vardhaman should note their favours. 

Some time back we had sent you a letter and therefore 
you should discuss the points mentioned therein with the 
Nawab 2 and settle everything accordingly. 

Recently we have received a letter from Baji Rao 3 in which 
he has stated that relying on the words and commands of the 

1 Maharaja Abhayasingh was the ruler of Marwar and new (Governor of Gujrat 
2* The Kaivah or Khun Daurati was the minister of Muhammad bbah at that time. 

3. Baji Bao I became Peshfl a m 1720 A. D. and died m 1740 A. IX 
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Maharaja (us) he has served the Emperor 1 whole-heartedly, 
in the battle against Trimbak Rao a and others. He made no 
difference in the commands of Maharaja (us) and the Emperor, 
and has rendered good services But the Nizam-ul-Mulk 3 has 
recently sent him the original orders of the Emperor communi- 
cated to him (Nizam), to Bangash 4 , and to us, and informed 
him that while such are the orders of the Emperor he is weak- 
ening the side of the invaders by fighting against his own men. 
On whose assurance is he doing all this ? The Emperor has 
already ordered for his capture and punishment. This infor- 
mation has disheartened him (Baji Rao). Though he was 
already getting such news from different sources, yet we 
retained him by giving assurances. At present, after reading 
the original letters, he is perplexed, relies more on this 
news and intends to leave us. We had already written 
to the Nawab to send a ‘Farman’ (a letter communicating 
Emperor’s favours), but the same has not yet been received. 
Therefore arrange immediately to dispatch the ‘Farman’ 
etc., as was stated in our previous letter. 

We are yet keeping him here by giving assurances. 

- But as the Nizam is gaining (his) confidence, he would hardly 
remain here. Though the Nawab relies on the Nizam to such 
an extent, yet he (Nizam) behaves like this. At present 
Kantha 5 has gone (to the Nizam), but if he intends to come 
to this side, he will be killed You should explain every thing 
to the Nawab, so that afterwards he and the Emperor may 
not blame us. To avoid all this, bring every thing to the notice 
of the Nawab. By disclosing the imperial secrets to Baji Rao 
the Nizam has done a great harm to the Emperor, yet the 
present Imperial court keeps such sort of information about 

the services of its officers. Tell everything, ihis is our 
command. 


Dated 14th day of the bright half of Chaitra (Vikrami 
Sam vat 1787 (Shravanadi) (10th April 1731 A. DA. Camp 
A hmedabad. 

1. Eraperoi Muhammad Shah ruled from 1719 to 1748 A D 


2. Trunbak Rao Dabhade was the commander-m-chief of SkahujI’s arim 
the Nizam to leduec the power of Peshw a Bap Rao I 

3 Nizam-ul Mulk (Asaf Tab) t lunknhch Khan tonqueted the Deccan b\ 
money and m time became a \irtunil\ independent ruler df it. 


and bed joinea 
intrigues and 


4 Muhammad Khan Bangash, the \fghan soldier of fortune xounded Farruhhabad a« 
capital and gradually acquired the territory from the modern \h»arli to the southeastern 
boundar} of (he present Caw npore district lie died in 1743 A 1) 


5 KanthajI ICadam Bhamje was one of the two most prominent Maharatta Oificert in Gujrat 



17. A Letter of Maharaja Abhaya Singh of Marvvar. 

(Read at the fourteenth meeting of the Indian Historical Records Commission held at Lahore 
in December 1937 and published in its proceedings pp 63— 65b 

The document, which I have the humble privilege of 
submitting before the I. H. R. C., is a letter of Maharaja 
Abhayasingh of Marwar, addressed to his Vakil at the 
Mughal Court and describes his military achievements in 
Gujrat. Thus it illuminates a forgotten episode in the history, 
not only of an illustrious man, but also of the illustrious 
Rathor race, which he represented. 

The circumstances, in the face of which these military 
successes had to be won, were exceptionally critical. Emperor 
Muhammad Shah was on the throne of Delhi, but his empire 
was threatened with disruption on every side. In the south, 
the situation was almost unbearable. Nizam-ul-Mulk had 
allied himself with the Maharattas and his uncle had been 
harassing Sarbuland Khan, the Imperial Governor of Gujrat. 
The Maharattas had, under the leadership of PIlajI, the deputy 
of Khande Rao Dabhade, Commander of the Raja of Satara 
(and ancestor of the Gaekwar’s) , established their sway over 
Baroda, Dabhol, etc., and had converted the province into a 
sort of marauding ground for themselves. Even Sarbuland 
Khan had been obliged to admit the Maharatta claim to Chauth 
and Sardesk Muklu. This was the situation which Abhayasingh 
was called upon to meet when he was appointed by the Emperor 
to the Government of Gujrat. The previous Governor was 
unwilling to vacate his office, but soon finding himself unable 
to maintain his position was compelled to hand over his charge 
to the Rathor Chief. T,here remained now the task of ridding 
Gujrat of the Maharatta marauders and of giving it peace. 
How he acquitted himself in this, will be found in the document 
itself, which, with its English translation, is given below. 

( JTfrctsn jfc if qfarsii ) 

uii sit etq % 

i ?rai qid ^ (g) 
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A LETTER OF MAHARAJA ABHAYA SINGHJ1 OF MARWAB. 

asftait R^t WJT’TST STIRI RT *ft (at)- 
g ggatagm sern'sft rrhr n? ^ «W’ 

«r § nai^a grga at Tim gaft f- 

% aFTtn XI aTR Rg^R nmtR a [\ ?- ] 

nr rt brtr «rrfr gstfr tj% Ri^ ^isrr ftm- 

#RT § a^ftqT q^tqt i| at 5tl R gt at- 

aft m qrai ait nnsft ggt r sra eft ffara 

tm eft a**ft eft Rig ^frar ft 5TRefr 5 # 

it atnt morar gtgn prst *srt m?t am- 

nrt ati gl ft m ert anat eft anaf matt 

OfE srca ftR ETCH SltcfT RfftlT ft asftqt 
t gteft atsrr emw ft Rtga Rrg atsr nr ra- 
ng- g g|qra gif ^ art aintn^rc gig am q& g- 

I eft Rlgtmt 3TfHt % SURett nat Rtgn StRST J?it atqT 

nrnrmt att g| Orem: g«% eftm g ^t % Rit gmtn ft arR 
an 7$ eft atqt npgi l *t mast ft Rnrfm cftalqt *ft RT* 
atf Rgag g^t ft gal mint ft qtm ggpi % % ganrar 
ft gft rrr anal - g Rift ai|nft gt g| aTmtaat at 
gqahagrn nroram mggr nr sfhgtgr g arnrmt l 

gftn eft RI^RKmf ft ?t a?ft ft R^n SttnNt at at ftRT g 

sra m% ft srtm gtg Rr atnarn ft aifft% aTR gg at qit- 
ir ^tnftnr qn gtmn Rg ftst i r g^tet qarntgt ^f ft 
ggif nit gnggisft gamai atari 3y gt rr^r agt- 
§ Igarq attar tj g% nftnarn nr afmr am attar %% atia 
nar ij nit agia f^sra <^ar ft sftartnr agfa g mqrn eft RfftR 
g’tqp gt g fnrt f q% gt ggfn suqgr sgrn % sftatnr 
qgrq § ngtRft r| nft qnrra mtmf ggtgr 
n mfrft gnqi g ggat grg ^qisft nrm arft grq 
gtqi3re%% gfq qqft ft %=qftqi sftgn gnat 
g gtgraa pft f^R % sfk ?^tq.g gqjnftagm gg^r a 
a^rqtqi § 5nnrmtimR% 11 

( 55* *f mr sinr ) 

RgtRTqr sft fpjata qai^ijqqfg sft nranr%?gn 
RSraatf^inra R?roar sft siR:faf ^g fgaqft 
Rig^ang^m R^tR^gaa^ 

wgr fmg fggraa ^ §n qa a^r 
( Rpnrar at agt I ) 

Pjr| 

( q=t 1 ) 

II : 11 fafg at at nram^^n Rpnra- 
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facts? tulwar 4t srafaaat Jtr^t- 
eta grate srt dqfaasft a=aaia 
4it graefata fact & qegta araat 
ll astr i aatn qtjg gteratc gstre tkeoc trr- 
su kooo t| qgt ScTC 3# ae<4 3irct 

4r % <?eatc it <4ta ct %cr grrfa gat at qt- 
srtcr g«g4t ea a^st % srrar srarr a- 
gut arcat at qs|t si aitgt a #^r ?! gnta 
acn great aigt § ata it at fa a 4t qtnj 
aart ft 4tcsr ^ar ft gist i; atai ara?t f- 
^t sttsate 4ll gtaaraa qrn ciniffa ft 
4«rt at § gista grtat ^ art# at <4tst ftstt 
?j 3 tut tt stan wat stir gi?ra grgare: qooo 
siifat afar a>tai ^ qWe w^ate asst- 
ai nat ae nrusfatc glgi srcut nat ai qt- 
«tt % nteertat a qfac it nts jet ^fat 
% <1 qcgft ft gt^ic sqiaut k qi ai- 
f! nigitai ^ iad'lr wst itar sua qfa- 
ot § ota^C §S Srtat ^oo scqrc 
St qata gnat a:§s& 4ta at atst «n ?j nit- 
er srrs sqe qfaftai jgs aitar a <fasi it §;- 
=a i-it ^ ntqfa %it sit ^ far ms gat- 
a saeai u stfaa aitar quaet er 4i4t- 
at a 4a ?t SlittH Sltar % faaga q;e fj- 
=q $e*nat ^ actra ^ - aafa iter fat ft 
*wta it eira ata ai^rsft it alt ^ a err sir- 
aai q a. y gro at § 'Rtst afar fi eft g ifa 
qiiatqr |tlr uitu aqfa ntq ^tcsi ae- 
q^r gq ^ sfe % ^4t| er u 4str aai ^ 

^ STRta qrqt % % q(5r ^ 3UT cftqqHIErft 

nr ^ s^t qqtc it gr-ie gitqtn it % ^ f: gai- 
qit ?|t turt g unqqre ^r ft % gircft at qt- 
trr gar qrgt qt§ it cr fartgre qrar it 
Tiea^tga gql ssrei qragif it ^ 
ctat n aata it esitnit g gnrarc sft- 
titqr eq ft naTgat a?ft ^tq it eq q?- 
ati^ qragt? it atsrc et ^ errit gata- 
4a er ^nnsrm it gtea srtntt 4t ^ ma- 
q fi enit ariq tarar grr stm anfa a 
qi^qigai aqta\ 45 ata at Itn ^ 



A U'Ti'MR OF MAHARAJA ABUAYA SINGHJI OF MAR WAR 
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3 3 T?fr <g tfinj 3rar?r srcraT 
* FJ^T7?n THjRRt g *f* 
jjist) erth fr stop cftai § THPstr r-tw % 
f 'sec ta ggr<3 g? \\ gil ustI 

Translation 

Top lines in Maharaja’s own hond-wrUinp. 

May God always be our Protector. 

Your petition as well as the letters addressed to other 
officials were received and the detailed information known. You 
have done excellently well in negotiating with the Nawab hence 
your services have been appreciated. Settle early about 
the grant of Jaglr, in this your loyalty will be known. 

All the southern people have become hostile to us and we 
have left no stone unturned to serve the Emperor. Now if 
the Nawab will comply with our request we shall maintain 
order in the province (of Gujrat) and hold it, otherwise we 
certainly do not want to keep it. If the Nawab does as 
desired by us and allots the whole revenue of the province to 
maintain an army as long there is the fear of invasion, for a 
period of a year or two, deputes assistants and permits no 
landlord to raise his head, 

Lines on the margin in continuation of the above. 

then we will remain here and care for the safety of 
the province, otherwise we are determined to leave it. He 
may entrust it to any one else whomever he thinks fit. If he 
sanctions the grant of our ‘Jaglr’, we will hold the province. 

You previously made a mention about Malwa, but we do not 
like it and you should not accept any proposal about some other 
place but try to get the ‘Jaglr’ in Gujrat. Then our true 
metal will be known. You will gather full information from 
the letter of Dhannuda. 

You mentioned about Yadgarkhan and the Jatl (Jain 
priest). Better keep both of them under your palm and 
do whatever is useful and serves best the purpose of the Darbai\ 
Do not care for whatever others say. We have reached Baroda 
and tomorrow will march towards the Narbada. We have 
captured 24 fortresses from the enemy and posted our garrisons 
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in every one of them. The rest in possession of the enemy will 
be speedily taken. 

At present by the grace of God the enemy will not be able 
to remain on this side of the Narbada, but later on it will 
depend upon the arrangements made against him. By the 
grace of God the enemy dare not stay within 50 miles of us. 
Rest assured from our side. We are pleased with you. Now is 
the time to render your service. When performed satisfac- 
torily it will be acknowledged and appreciated. It is our 
command. The detailed information will be known from the 
letter of Dhannuda. By command. 

Contents of the Royal seal. 

By the grace of Almighty Goddess Hingulaj, glory be to 
sovereign ruler, King of Kings, supreme prince, Maharaja 
Shri Abhayasingh Deva, who shines like the sun on the earth. 

Hari, Amba, Shiva, Sun, and Vinayak-may these five 
deities always bestow favours. 

Approval of the letter m Maharaja' s own calligraphy. 

It is our command. 

Letter. 

By command of the illustrious, sovereign ruler, King of 
Kings, Maharaja Shri Abhayasinghji and his heir-apparent 
Shri Ramsinghji, Bhandari Amarsingh should note their 
favours. 

When Pilu, the plunderer, after crossing the river Mahi 
with 1 5,000 cavalry and 5,000 foot, advanced in this direction 
and Darbar’s forces were encamped at Vareja his (Pila’s) men 
came to negotiate the terms. In the course of discussion they 
showed reluctance to hand over Bardda and also used some 
harsh words. Though there was no hope of arriving at 
a settlement, yet to pacify them we sent Inda Lakhdhir, 
Bhandari Ajabsingh and Pancholi Ramanand to negotiate 
and secretly instructed them that on receipt of their written 
request we will send a contingent. Accordingly, on receipt of 
their letter we despatched 2,000 selected cavalry* When this 
force neared the camp of Plla, Lakhdhir went to him (Pila) 
under the pretext of obtaining his permission for leaving the 
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camp, and there lie killed him. His (Pila’s) brother is 
seriously wounded and is sure to die soon. Further there 
were other five nobles with Plla, who too have been killed 
on the spot. At the same moment the cavalry also reached 
there and plundered the camp. 800 (riderless) horses were 
captured by our men and the others who fled to save their lives, 
were looted by Kbits on the bank of the Mahi. After this our 
army marched and camped at Bhadarva. As the enemy 
wanted to cross the river at this place, we made the local 
petty landlords responsible for checking their advance. 
After making all these necessary arrangements we again 
marched and encamped at Barbda on the 8th day of the bright 
half of Vaishakh (21 April 1732 A. D.). As the contingents 
of the enemy were encamped in the fortress of Kandall 
village and 2 or 4 other places, we sent our detachment 
which drove them away from their shelters* Now all the 
troops of the enemy have assembled in village Koral on the 
bank of the Narbada and in the fortress of Dabhoi. He has 
with him a large army and there is also a rumour that Uma 
(the mother of Trimbak Rao) and Uda Pan war are coining 
from the rear to his help, but there is no danger on that 
score. We are going to punish the enemy and if Uma and 
Uda will come to his help they will also meet the same fate. 
Your report acknowledging the receipt of the information 
of Pilu’s defeat reached us and the informations which you 
conveyed regarding the pleasure of the Emperor, satisfaction 
of the Nawab, negotiations about the Jagir, etc., presenting 
‘Nazar’ to the Emperor and the services rendered by you on 
this occasion have been noted. 

Do all the work satisfactorily, be friendly with Yadgarkhan, 
who is in favour of the Nawab, and alsonegotiate through the 
Jain saint. Try to please both of them and keep them friendly. 

Hold this cause of Jagir extremely important to all others. 

It is our command. 

Dated 13th day of the bright half of Vaishakh, Samvat 
1788 (Chaitradi 1789) (26th April 1732 A.D.). Camp Baroda. 



18. Capture of tJaroda by Maharaja Abhayasingh of Aarwar. 

(Read at the Seventh All India Oriental Conference held at Baroda m December 1933 

and published in Indian Culture, Calcutta Vol. I, No 2 pp 239-242, 1934 A. D ) 

It would come as a surprise to many to learn that the 
territory now ruled by the Maharaja Gaekwar was once 
under the sway of the Rastrakutas of the Deccan and La$a 
and that its present capital Baroda or the ancient Vatapadraka 
was given in charity by Rastrakuta king Kakkaraja of Lata, 
in A.D. 812, as is evident from his copper plate 1 of Shaka 
Samvat, 734. 

Besides this at the time of the Emperor Muhammadshah, 
Maharaja Abhayasingh of Jodhpur killed Pilaji, the founder 
of the present Gaekwar dynasty, and captured the fort of 
Baroda. 

The events connected with the capture of Baroda are 
related as follows 

The author of ‘ Sehrulmutakharln’ 2 writes : — 

“ When the Emperor Muhammadshah became displeased 
with Raushanuddaula (on account of the numerous complaints 
of bribery received against him), Samsamuddaula gained 
influence at the Mughal Court of Delhi. The latter soon 
appointed Maharaja Abhayasingh as the Governor of Guj rat, 
and wrote to him to take charge of that province as early as 
possible and send back the previous governor, Sarbulandkhan, 
to Delhi. The Maharaja, taking it as an ordinary task, 
sent his representative with the contingent of an army to 


3, 1 ml tan /iniiquary f Vol, XU, page 160, 


2, Volume II, pages 462-463, 



OAPi’OKi: OI* BARODA I'.V MAHARAJA ABliAYA SINGH OX' MAR WAN. 173 

carry out the order, but Sarbuland refused to 
hand over the province. Thereupon another representative 
was dispatched with a larger army to enforce the compliance 
of the order by the obstinate governor. But when he too 
failed, Maharaja Abhayasingh himself proceeded towards 
Gujrat (as he was being repeatedly pressed by the emperor 
to do so at once 1 ). Though, at first, on his arrival at 
Ahmedabad, with his brave Rathor army, a fierce battle was 
fought between him and the governor, the obdurate Sarbuland 
was soon compelled to yield ; he arrived in person with 
some of his followers to see the Maharaja at his camp and 
to settle the terms of peace. During the discussion Sarbuland 
took a very submissive attitude and informed the Maharaja 
that he considered him as his nephew, denied having any 
personal animosity and added that the battle had been 
fought simply to save his honour.” 

Soon after, when arrangements for money and transport 
were made, Sarbuland left. Ahmedabad, and the Maharaja 
took over charge of the province. This event took place in 
1787 V.S. .(1730 A.D.). 

Mr. William Irwin and Sir Jadunath Sarkar write in 
the ‘ Later Mughals’ 2 that the aforesaid battle was fought 
on the 20th October, 1730 A.D., that Sarbuland went to see 
the Maharaja on the 22nd October, and that he left for Delhi 
a few days later when necessary arrangements had been 
made for money and transport. But the mention of .these 
events in a letter, dated the 4th day of the bright half of 
Kartika, 1787 V.S. (19th October, 1730 A.D.) of Maharaja 
Abhayasingh, sent to his agent at Mughal Court, shows that 
all these 'incidents took place before this date. 

The weakness of Sarbuland had given chance to PJlaji 
the representative of Khande Rao Dabhade, who was the 
commander of the ruler of Satara, to establish considerable 
sway over Baroda and its adjoining territories. This 
led Maharaja Abhayasingh, soon after his possession of 
Ahmedabad, to march against PIlajl. 

1. Tills fact is prcned by the letters of Kartika Sudi 4th and Mangasir Radi 2nd 
1782 V.S, sent by S-ivai Raja Jayasmgh of Jaipur to Maharaja Ablmjnsmgh of Jodhpur. 

2. Volume II, pages 207-213. 
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A letter dated the 14th day of the bright half of Chaitra, 
I787 1 (Chaitradi, 1788) V.S. (10th April. 1731 A.D.) of 
Maharaja Abhayasmgh to his agent at the Mughal Court 
states 

“ Our armies, together with those of Baji Rao, attacked 
the garrison of Tryambak Rao Dabhade and killed Panvar 
M ulaji and the Mughal Mominyarkhan, the officers of Tryambak 
Rao and the Nizam respectively,. We also captured the son 
of Pilu along with Panvar Uda, Chimna and Pandit. Thus 
a victory has been gained over the enemy and the armies 
of Pilu, Kantha, and Anand Rao have been driven from the 
field. Pilu himself has sought shelter in the fort of Dabhoi. 
The fort of Baroda is being defended by his (Pilu’s) brother. 
But our armies have reached both the places and will soon 
compel the enemies to surrender. Kantha too has fled to 
the Nizam. ” > 

Another letter of the same Maharaja, dated the 11th day 
of the bright half of Chaitra, 1788 (Chaitradi, 1789) V.S. 
(26th March, 1732 A.D.) addressed to his agent, relates the 
latter events as below : — 

“ On Pilu’s crossing the Mabi river, our army also 
advanced from Chandula, whereupon Pilu sent his envoys 
to our camp. We advised them to evacuate Baroda and 
Dabhoi and swear allegiance to the emperor. But Pilu 
replied that he would not humiliate himself, for not only 
had he preserved his independence during the time of the 
last three Mughal Governors but had even forced Sarbuland, 
who had invaded Baroda, to pay him Chauth (the fourth 
part of the revenue). ” 

“ These people, instead of giving a straight battle van 
to van, take the enemy by surprise. As soon as the vanguard 
of our army advanced about five miles, Pilu fled towards 
Dakor. Apprehending that our further advance would simply 
mean an indecisive chase, we contrived to fix them on the 
spot. We sent some emissaries to negotiate with them and 
then dispatched a column of 2,000 cavalry on the 9th day of 
the bright half of Chaitra (23rd March). The emissaries 
kill ed Pilu, and the cava lry too reached there at the appointed 

1. This is tho year commencing from Sra\ana - ~~ ■*— — 
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time. Pilu’s brother Mema and a number of bis men were 
(also) put to death. Seven hundred horses and a number of 
“ Janjals ” (long rifles fired from forts) were captured 
along with many other articles. We are soon reaching 
Baroda to get it evacuated. ” 

These facts are further proved by a letter, dated the 
13th day of the bright half of Vaishakha, 1788 (Chaitradi, 
1789) V.S. (26th April, 1732 A.D.), written by Maharaja 
Abhayasingh to his said agent. It records that at that time 
Pilu had 1,500 cavalry and 5,000 infantry with him, and 
that the Maharaja got 800 horses as the booty. 

It further states : — 

“ After this engagement we reached Baroda on the 8th 
day of the bright half of Vaisakha (21st April). The enemy 
was compelled to evacuate the fortresses of Kandal!, etc. 
Now they have gathered, in large numbers at Koral, a village 
on the Narbada and in the fort of Dabhoi. It is reported 
that Tryambak Rao’s mother Uraa and Panvar Uda are 
coming to their aid, but they too on their arrival will not 
be spared. We intend to leave Baroda to-morrow to march 
towards the Narbada. Up to this day we have captured 
24 fortresses and those that are yet under the enemy will 
soon be taken possession of.” 

Another letter of the Maharaja, dated the 11th day of 
the bright half of Ashadha, 1788 (Chaitradi, 1789) V.S. 
(7th June, 1732 A.D..) written to his agent contains : — 

"We have conquerred the forts of Baroda and Jambusar 
and now the siege of the fort of Dabhoi is in progress. ” 

But owing to the approach of the rainy season the 
Maharaja was obliged to raise the siege. And soon after 
Umabal, the widow of the late Khande Rao Dabhade, along 
with Piluji’s son Damaji, Gaekwar, invaded Ahmedabad to 
avenge the death of Plluji. Owing however to the constant 
warfare, Gujrat was suffering from a severe famine 1 at 
that time ; a trea ty was, consequently, concluded between 

^ A Ietter of Maharaja Abhavasmgh, dated the 1st dav of the dark half of Bhadaun, 
1/SI V S (27th July, 1732 A D j addressed to his agent, shows that at that time, owing to 
tlie (amine m Gujrat, gram was not available even at the rate of one rupee a seer. 
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both the parties, and in 1790 V.S. 0733 A.D.), Maharaja 
Abhayasingh, after appointing his representative at 
Ahmedabad, returned to Jodhpur. 

Thus the history of Maharaja Abhayasingh* s. capture of 
Baroda has been collected from his own original letters, 
which, except one, are now preserved in the Jodhpur State 
Museum. 



19. Maharaja Abhayasingh of Jodhpur and Maharaja Sujansingh 

of Bikaner. 

( Read at the seventeenth session of the Historical Re6ords Commission held at Baroda m 

December 1940, and Published m its proceedings ,pp 202-03). 

We give here a letter 1 (along with its English translation) 
of Maharaja Abhayasingh, the ruler of Jodhpur, written 
from Nagaur, the headquarter of the district adjoining 
Bikaner, and addressed to his ambassador at the Mughal 
Court. 

A dispute arose, in August 1733 A. D., about the demar- 
cation of the boundary of their respective territories, between 
Maharaj Bakhatsingh 2 , the Chief of Nagaur and Maha- 
raja Sujansingh, the ruler of Bikaner. Consequently the 
former invaded Bikaner and later on Maharaja Abhayasingh 
also joined him. Maharaja Sujansingh though for sometime 
bravely defended his capital, yet by the end of February 
1734 A. D. he was obliged to enter into a treaty with the 
ruler of Jodhpur on the terms mentioned in the aforesaid 
letter. 

On the other hand at that time the Maharattas were 
devastating a large part of India and a batch of these ma- 
rauders, under the leadership of Baji Rao, plundered Malwa, 
while another, crossing Hadotl, devastated the districts of 
Jaipur. Maharaja Jaisingh, the ruler of Jaipur and the 
Governor of Malwa, being unable to defend the provinces 
under his care, sought help of Maharaja Abhayasingh of 
Jodhpur. 


(1) It wap discovered at the house of D e descendant of the person to whom it was written 
and is now preserved in the Sardar Museum, Jodhpur 

(2) Ho w'as the younger brother of Maharaja Abhayasingh of Jodhpur and held th*. 

province of Nagaur as his Jagir, r 
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Moreover the conditions in the country became so threat- 
ening that Nawab Khan Dauran, the minister of Emperor 
Muhammad Shah, himself decided to march against the 
enemy but could not succeed in his attempt. 

A detachment of these marauders also invaded Ahmeda- 
bad but was repulsed by the Jodhpur forces as is evident 
from the letter, under reference, dated the 3rd March 1734 
A* D. 

In conclusion, we may add that this letter, besides giving 
the terms on which a treaty was concluded between the rulers 
of Jodhpur and Bikaner, exposes the weakness of the Mughal 
Court and the invasion of the Maharattas on Gujrat, Malwa 
and Rajputana. 
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cTT ’TTgcTT^cf TvC 
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Translation. 

Top and marginal lines written with Maharaja' s own pen. 

Almighty is our protector 

We have already written about the events. 

We have come back to Nagaur. As we heard of the march 
of the Nawab we leaving all other affairs, have returned 
here immediately. We also received the request of Jaisinghji 
for help and therefore we are coming in haste. As we 
have with us a large contingent, you would ask the Nawab 
about our further movements so that we may act according 
to it. Further you would arrange for the expenses so that the 
contingent may be retained. For this we have given detailed 
instructions to Manrup and according to which you would 
take the promise of the Nawab. You would also obtain 

sufficient money from him. Further if you would tell 

the Nawab and get his full approval and convince him fully. 
In this task your services and the way you proceed will be 
appreciated. You would note everything written by Manrup. 
You would keep yourself always hearty by our favour, which 
we have for you,. It is our command. Arrange to send the 
money immediately as we are in dire need of it. Pay parti- 
cular attention towards obtaining money. It is our command. 

Inscription of the Royal seal. 

By the grace of Almighty (Goddess) Hingulaj, glory be 
to the sovereign, king of kings, paramount sovereign, 
Maharaja Shri Abhayasingh Deva, who shines like the sun 
on the earth. 
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SDJANSINGH OF B1KAKJ5R. 

Hari, Amba, Shiva, Soor .(Sun) and Vinayaka, may 
these five deities always bestow favours. 

Apyivial of the letter by Mahal aja m his own calligraphy 
It is our command. 

Letter. 

By command of the illustrious, king of kings, paramount 
sovereign, Maharaja Shri Abhayasinghji and his heir-apparent 
Shri RamsinghjI, Bhandarl Amarsmgh, at Shahjahanabad 
(Delhi), would note their favours. 

We have received your letter and noted all its contents. 
You had written that the Nawab will march against the 
forces of the invaders, as the enemy, crossing Malwa and 
Hadotl, has arrived at Dhundhar and has devastated the 
districts of Amber- Jaipur. Thereon, hearing the march of 
the Nawab, we decided to reach there m order to punish the 
invaders and not to pay any more attention to this affair 
(of ours). Further as the Bikaner ruler was also suing for 
peace and has accepted the allegiance of the Darbar (us), 
we fixed rupees twelve lacs as indemnity. Out of which he 
would pay rupees eight lacs in cash and for the remaining 
four lacs he would cede the districts of Kharbuji and Saru- 
nda to Darbar (us). He also promised to serve ourselves, 
in future, with his full contingent and every available force 
under him. Now we are marching from this place to chas- 
tise the invaders. We have just received an urgent request 
from Jaisinghji for the early despatch of a helping force to 
him, and we have also heard about the march of the Nawab, 
therefore how could we delay here any more. 

Now you would enquire from the Nawab whether we 
are to go to Ahmedabad or march towards Ajmer and Amber 
to face the enemy, who is reported to have arrived there. 
As for the expenses and deputies you would personally see 
the Nawab and get rupees 25,00,000 at least. Everything 
depends on money. Also enquire about the Governorship of 
the province of Ajmer. The news about the repulse of the 
enemy, who invaded the province of Ahmedabad, might have 
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reached there directly. Further we are despatching there 
ten thousand horse very shortly. Hence you would arrange 
for the money and enquire about the Governorship of Ajmer. 
Your services will be fully appreciated for these efforts. 
Moreover, we have given orders to Bhandarl Manrup Daula, 
who will write you and you would also try your best for 
that. There ought to be no negligence in it. It is our 
command. 

Sunday the 10th of the bright half of Phagun 1790 V.S. 
(3rd March 1734 A.D.) 



20. Marwar’ s Timely Services to Mewar. 

Published in Dr S. Knsbnas«ai'ii Anangar CommemoraUon Volume (1SW6 A D pp 111-115) 

Though the magnanimity of the Maharanas of Mewar 
has been widely known all over India, yet the timely help 
they received from the rulers and the nobility of Marwar has 
remained obscure for want of relevant historical facts. 
Some evidence lending full suppoit to the above statement 
is being furnished below: — 

(1) In his old age Maharana Lakha cherished a keen 
desire to marry Hansabal, the daughter of Rao Chunda of 
Marwar. At the time of the betrothal, however, her 
brother, Prince Ranmall (Rinmul of Tod), laid down the 
condition precedent to the marriage that, in case a son 
were born to his sister, he was to be declared the heir- 
apparent to the throne of Mewar even though he might be 
the youngest of all the sons of the Maharana. As Maha- 
rana Lakha was very keen on this marriage, his eldest son, 
Prince Chunda (Chonda of Tod), partly in concession to 
the wishes of his father, and partly in consideration of the 
remoteness of the possibility of the birth of a son to the 
Maharana in his old age, agreed to the condition. 1 Accord- 
ingly, on the death of Maharana Lakha, 2 between Samvats 
1476 and 1478 (1419-1421 A.D.), Prince Chunda had to fore- 
go his right of succession; and Molcal (Mokul of Tod), the 
son of Hansabal, at the age of eleven, was installed on the 
throne of Mewar. But the activities of Chunda, who had 
been entrusted with the administration of the country, 

l 3? or quite a different \ersion of the motiies and circumstances of the marriage eeo 
'foiVa }}Q)a\iha-n t 1S99 Edn, T, pp 290 ff. 

:> Tod places this e\ent m A. IX 139S t 
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aroused Hansabal’s suspicions. So he had to leave Mewar, 
and to seek selter with the Sultan of Mandu, a natural 
enemy of the Mewar house. 

In this state of affairs, Hansabal called in the assis- 
tance of her brother, Rao Ranmall. For seven years he 
carried on the administration of Mewar, and then returned 
to Mandor, his ancestral capital, in V.S. 1485 (1428 A.D.). 

(2) In V.S. 1490 (1433 A.D.), Chaeha and Mera, the 
half-brothers of Maharana Lakha, as a part of their deep- 
laid plot, 1 killed Maharana Mokal, their nephew and 
besieged the famous fort of Chitor. As at that time Kumbha, 
the eldest son of Maharana Mokal, was only seven years of 
age, and no one among the nobility was forthcoming to 
avenge the death of their ruler or to rescue Chitor, the 
situation grew very critical. Hansabal, the grandmother of 
Maharana Kumbha, again looked up to her brother, Rao 
Ranmall for help. On his arrival at Mewar, with a band 
of 500 Rathors, Chaeha and Mera fled towards the hills of 
Paikotra. Rao Ranmall gave chase to them, and, after six 
months’ strenuous efforts, in the course of which he had 
once even to risk his life while procuring the help of the 
Bheels, he succeeded in avenging the death of Mokul, and in 
suppressing the revolt. Only, Parmar Mahapa, one of the 
ring-leaders, who escaped in disguise and reached Mandu, 
was helped by Rao Chunda in getting refuge with the 
Sultan. 

After this, Rao Ranmall set right 2 the machinery of 
the administration of Mewar, and attacked with success 
Sultan Mahmud of Mandu, for having sheltered Parmar 

1. tT.il assigns this event t-> A.D 14191. "Though the murder of Mokal is related to 
have no other cause thnn the sarcasm alluded to, the precautions taken by the voting prince 
Kumbha ( * Koombho * ), his successor, would induce n belief that this was but the opening 
o! a deep-laid conspiracy. The traitors returned to the stronghold near Mndri, nnl Knmbha 
trusted to the friendship and good feeling of the prince of Marwar m this emergency. His 
confidence was well repaid.” ( n »d Anfiqmtfe* of RaiaHhaii, Yol I, pp. 332.) 

tThe sarcasm alluded 10 is described in Tod, Vol, i, p 3SU 

2 (The bardic historians, sava 'foil "do rs much honour to the Marwar prince, who 
had nmde common cause with their sovereign in revenging the death cf his father, as if 
it had invoked the security of his crown. Rut this was a precautinnarv measure of the 
prince, who was induced thu* to act from several motives, and above all, in accordance with 
usage, which stigmatkee the refusal of aid when demanded, besides Knmbha was the 
nephew o! Marwar",’) 
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Mahapa. Though Rao Ranmall was treacherously mur- 
dered 1 , in V.S. 1495 (1438 A.D.) by the conspirators led by 
Parmar Mahapa and Eka, the son of Chacha, yet the ins- 
cription dated V.S. 1496 (1439 A.D.)' of Ranpur is an 
incontestible proof of the honesty and valour with which he 
discharged his duties as a regent. 

In V.S. 1496 (1439 A.D.) Maharana Kumbha was only 
thirteen years of age 2 , and therefore the credit for the 
conquests of Sarangpur (Malwa), Nagpur, Gagraun, Narana 
(Jaipur), Ajmer, Mandalgarh, Bundi, Khatu and Chatsu 
(Jaipur), mentioned in the above inscription, goes un- 
doubtedly to the regent, Rao Ranmall, who led the armies 
of Mewar against those districts,. 

(3-4) In V.S. 1577 (1520 A.D.), when Maharana Sanga 
went against Muzaffar Shah of Gujrat 3 , and in V. S. 1584 
(1527 A.D.) , when he himself was attacked by Babar 4 , he 
received a substantial military help from Rao Ganga of 
Marwar. 

(5) In V.S. 1624 (1567 A.D.), when Emperor Akbar 
attacked Chi tor, Maharana Udayasingh, along with his 
family, was obliged to retire among the mountains for shelter, 
and the charge of defending the fort against such a formidable 


1. The historians of Mewar, being ashamed of this heinous crime, the treacherous 
nirnder of Rao Ranmall, have tried their level best to conceal this unholy sm by accusing 
Rao Ranmall of the idea of usurping the throne of Mewar. But they could not achieve 
success Had Ranmall really such an idea, he would have neither allowed Maharana Mokal 
nor Kumbha to grow m age and power as is evident from the history This is also corro- 
borated by the following lines of the ‘virvinod’, the official history of Mewar — 

“ After the murder of Rao Ranmall, Hansabaf called her grandson Kumbha and told 
him that, though, Ranroall had killed his father’s assassins Chacha and Mera, defeated the 
MohmmedanB and raised the name of Mewar, yet be has also been murdered ” 

This shows that Rao Ranmall never had any bad motive in helping Mewar, 

2 According to the old chronicles, on the birth of Kanha m V.S. 1465 (1408 A D ) 

Prmce Ranmall, being asked by his_ father Rao Chuntja of Marwar, abdicated his right to 
the Gaddi and went towards Mewar, Soon after this Maharana Lakha married his sister 
Hansabai, the mothei of Mokal born in V S. 1466 (1409 A.D ) This proves that Mokal could 
neither have been more than 11 years of age when his father Maharana Lakha died m 
about V. S 1477 (1420 AD), nor more than 24 years when he was murdered m V, S 1490 
(1438 A D ) Fuither, m the same manner if we presume the birth of Maharana Kumbha 
to ha\e been in V S. 1488 ti42G AD), when his father was 17 years of age, he could neither 
ha\e been more than 7 years of age when his father Maharana Mokal was murdered m 
v S 1490 < 1433 A D»), nor more than 13 years of age when the Ranpur inscription was 
engraved in V S 1496 (A D. 1439) r 

3 Maharana Snnga pp 79. 

U Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan, Vol, n, p 953, 
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enemy as Akbar was given to Rathor Jaimal 1 of Marwar 
and Patta of Mewar. It is evident from the ‘ Akbarnama ’ 
that, no sooner was Rathor Jaimal killed, than the fort fell 
into the hands of the enemy. 

(6) In V.S. 1748 (1691 A.D.)' Amarsingh, the eldest son 
of Maharana Jayasingh, revolted against his father, and 
the Maharana, being unable to check this trouble from 
within, sought shelter with Rathor Goplnath at Ghanerao, 
and sent a request to the court of Maharaja Ajitsingh of 
Marwar for help. 

No sooner did Rathor Durgadas and other nobles of 
Marwar arrive there, than the prince was obliged to make 
a compromise with his father, the Maharana. 2 

(7) In V.S. 1752 (1695 A..D.1, Amarsingh again raised 
his head, but as the Maharana at once called Maharaja 
Ajitsingh to marry his niece, the prince could not succeed 3 
in his plans. 

(8) In V.S. 1827 (1770 A.D.), Maharaja Arisingh, 
threatened with the internal intrigues, sent an humble- 
worded petition to Maharaja Vijayasingh of Marwar for 
help, and presented him with the rich district of Godwad 
which is a part of Marwar to this day. 

M.M. G. H. Ojha, in his ‘ History of Rajaputana, 4 writes 
that the Maharana addressed a letter to Vijayasingh, the 
Raja of Jodhpur, in which he asked him to keep a cavalry 
force, 300 strong, at Nathadwara for suppressing Ratnasingh, 
and in return allowed him to take the income of Godwad 
for the maintenance of the garrison so long as it was 
stationed there. But at the same time he pointed out that 
the nobles of the district would remain under the direct 
control of the Maharana. 
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letter of Maharana Ansingliji (Aisi]i) addressed to Maharaja Bijayasmghji of Marwai. 
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MABWAR'S TIMELY SERVICES fO MEWAE. 

How far this version is correct will be seen from the 
letter reproduced below 


Obverse 

k. sjjc vnur ur- 

sra % srav? sure wg m~ 

а. 57TT SR^Ct ^ 

k. wet sir # # Turret 
q- # gvK h sirqfr frerc dr^- 
\9. ^ % *3T 1 JTfCt itlt 

srct ^rtt %# I grab 

б. qil - # dfa qr n^K- 
t®. fair# ft gqrirr h nrfr frrer ^r- 
U. 3T tf ?3TTT 37fq% % 5T(^T #- 
?R. # cRsir qrh^r?: snt qiwqr 

\\. «TOcf qtm efft cRUTrll % 

*«. $ 5VF ?TPT 3 - 

tk. z dt ^kt qrm- 
H- ax ndrru ?3Kt 33 ;% t ^ h 
tvs. 3i(q 3wr 3iFrcrr rra h 
t^. 3TPTO #5X1? 3TT# STTUT 3£ =fr 
U- ^ <ror etsr n ^ z&r urrr =crsr 


Reverse 

'<0. zm hin % sir wrsra 3 - 

Rt- # 3TPT q^cTT ^Tt 3TrerR % 

^ grcr ntera ^ft qft ?r- 

TT^T 3TPKT % ^TTcT t=^v$ VT %- 

5 3tw q? tt 


Translation 

Shri Maharaja Vijaisinghji may accept the compliments 
of Rana Adsl. You have been good enough to identify the 
cause of Jodhpur and Udaipur. Find out a way of my 
welfare, for which I have presented you district of Godwad 
and if I, my son, or any one else of my family repudiates 
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this, the curse of Ekalingji may fall upon him. My dignity 
as well as the dignity of my kingdom (state) lies with you. 
What more shall I write ? One who performs a ceremony 
with a certain object keeping faith in God gets his desired 
object. And one who repeats the name of God and bestows 
charity in his name, the Almighty fulfills all his desires. 
Similarly, keeping faith in you, I have placed this kingdom 
(state) in your lap. Do what you think proper, but do not be 
slack. You might be knowing the present condition of my 
kingdom. For you, everything is easy, and therefore you will 
remove all my difficulties- I am depending on you. 

(Shravanadi Vikram) Samvat 1827, Vaishakh Vadi II (10th 
April 1771 A. D). 

These are some of the broad facts. Besides these, there 
is some more documentary evidence which proves that, for 
certain reasons, Marwar rulers were always alert in defending 
the cause of the Maharana of Mewar against the Mughal 
influence. 



21. An Old Imperial "Sanad” relating to Raisina or New Delhi 

(Read at the thirteenth meeting of the Indian Historical Records Commission held at Ratna m 
December 1930 and published in its proceedings, (pp. 146-149) as well as in the Journal of the Royal 
Asiatio Society, London, (July 1931 A. D. Part III) (pp. 515-625.) 

This “Sanad” 1 had been issued in favour of Maharaja 
Bijayasingh of Marwar by the Mughal Emperor Shah 
‘Alam II of Delhi on the 9th Jumadi-ul-akhir of the 17th 
year of his reign. 

Emperor Shah ‘Alam II, whose original name was 
‘Aligauhar, was son of Emperor ‘Alamglr II. 

On 29th November, A. D. 1759 (8th Rabi-us-sanI, 
A. H. 1173, or Margshlrsh Sudi 10, V. S. 1816)' when ‘Alamglr II 
was murdered, ‘Aligauhar was in Bihar, where, on hearing 
of the event, he ascended the throne 2 with the title Shah 
‘Alam II on the 24th December of the same year (4th Jamadi- 
ul-avval, A. H. 1 173, or Paush Sudi 5, V. S. 1816). In the 
meantime his father’s assassin Vazlr ‘Imad-ul-mulk Ghazi- 
ud-din IChan had declared Muhi-us-sunnat as king of Delhi 
with the title Shah Jahan II; but he could not remain on 
the throne even for a year as Sadashiv Rao Bhau had 
replaced him by Mirza Jawan Bakht, son of Shah ‘Alam II. 
Later, in A. D. 1761 (A. H. 1174 or V. S. 1817), when 
Ahmad Shah Abdali having defeated the Maharattas at 
Panipat came to Delhi, he announced 3 Shah ‘Alam II as 
Emperor, appointed Mirza Jawan Bakht as heir apparent, 
and Shuja’-ud-daula 4 as Vazir. 

1* Its length is about 3 feet, and breadth about 22 inches. It is mounted on a cloth to 
keep it preserved from decay, leaving the endorsements and the seals on its hack open to view. 

2 This ceremony bad been performed at village Kathaullm Azimabad district 

3* After this event Ahmad Shah returned to Qandhar leaving a deputy at Lahore. 

4. He was Nnwab of Oudh. 
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But as Shah ‘Alam 1 II had adopted his regnal year 
from the 24th December, A. D. 1759 (4th Jumada-ul-avval, 

A. H. 1173, or Paush Sudi 5, V.S. 1816), his seventeenth 
regnal year commenced from the 3rd^ July, A. D. 1775 
(4th Jumada-ul-avval, A. H. 1189 or Ashadh Sudi 5, V.S. 
1832) Accordingly the corresponding date of the Sanad 
which was written on the 9th Jumada-us-sani of the 
seventeenth regnal year, falls on the 7th August, A. D. 1775 
(Shravan Sudi 11, V. S. 1832)'. 

Besides the text of the Farman the “Sanad” contains 
one imperial “Tughra” and one imperial seal on the 
obverse, and two official seals and four endorsements on 
the reverse. Before dealing with the text of the Sanad I 
think it proper to examine, in detail, these particulars of 

the Sanad:— 

The “Tughra”: Written in bold arabie characters in 
gold, occupying a rectangular space, reads: Farman vala 
Shan Abul Muzaffar Jalaluddin Shah ‘Alam Badshah Ghazi.” 
Some scribblings in red occur in the blank spaces and at 
the top of the “Tughra” according to custom of the age. 
This “Tughra” is placed at the top of the Sanad towards 
the left. ■ ' ^ 

1 On the 12th August, 1765 (24th Safar, A. H. 1179, or Bhadon Bad! 11, v 8. 1822), the same 
kiug Shah ‘Alam II had granted the “Sanad of Duvanr’ of the three provinces of Bengal, Bihar, 
and Orisa to the East India Company in lieu of Kb. 24 lacs [2Q lacs as stated elsewhere) per 
annum. For some time he had also kept his residence at Ahahabad, but in a. d 1771 (v. S 1828), 
being displeased with the English, he returned to Delhi and resumed the reins of the government 
personally. In A. d 1783 (V. 8. 1845) Ghulam Qadir, grandson of Najib-ud-dauia (whom perhaps 
Ahmad Shah Abdali had appointed, “Amlr-ul-umra” of the Emperor), came to Delhi and 
deprived the king of his vision. But he was soon after restored to the throne by Madho Rao 
Smdbia, who put Ghulam Qadir to death. For this timely help Shah ‘Alam conferred on Smdhiam 
the title of “Far/.and-i-‘Alijab" and has suitably given vent to his sentiment of the occasion m 
the following couplet — 

^ JkL jk* 

" L® AJ t— 3^ v s>* -A 

i e. Madbojl Sradhia the affectionate son of mine is engaged in the removal of our distresses. 

The title mentioned above still goe3 with the names of the Maharajas of Gwalior. 

It is evident from history that in the well-known impeachment of Warren Hastings m the 
Bntish Parliament, one of the charges brought aga nst him was that he bad conspired with 
Madho Rao Smdhia against the Emperor Shah 1 Alam II Tin* shows that Madho Rao Smdbia 
having reached Delhi mignt have overpowered the Emperor Shah * Alam II at the instigation of 
Warren Hastings. Yet, however, the Bindings treatment of the Emperor was not bad. 

Later m A. D. 1803 (v* 8. 1860) Lord Lake came to Delhi and having pensioned off the king 
on Re. 12 lacs per annum, assumed the government of the Empire. Shah ‘Alam II died m A. D* 
1806 (a. H. 1221, or V* S 1863). 
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Tho imperial seal* At its top is written H&ulgli&lib ? 
i. e. the omnipotent In fourteen small circles around the 
seal are written names of the Emperor’s fourteen * prede- 
cessors, as follows : (1) Sahib Qiran 1 Bin Fiioz; (2) Ibn 
Mlranshah ; (3) Ibn Sultan Muhammad Shah, (4) Ibn Abu 
Said Shah; (5) Ibn ‘Umar Shekh Shah; (6) Ibn Babar 
Badshah; (7) Ibn Humayun Badshah; (8) Ibn Akbar 
Badshah; (9) Ibn Jahangir Badshah; ( 10) Ibn Shahjahan 
Badshah; (11) Ibn ‘Alamgir Badshah; ( 1 2) Ibn Shah ‘Alam 
Badshah; (13) Ibn Jahandarshah; (14)‘ Ibn ‘Alamgir 
Badshah. 

The words “Bin” and “Ibn” show that the above-named 
rulers bore the relation of father and son in order. In the 
inner big circle is written “Abul Muzaffar Jalaluddin Shah 
‘Alam Badshah Ghazi” as also the “Hijri” year 1173 and 
the regnal year one. This seal is placed towards the, right 
above the text. 

The Yazir’s seal: The writing in the seal reads: “Shah 
‘Alam Badshah Ghazi, yar vafadar, Sipahsalar, Rustam-i- 
Hind, FxdvI-i-Qadim, Yahyakhan Asaf-ud-daula.. Shuja- 
ud-daula, Abul Mansurkhan Safdarjang 1‘timad-ud-daula 
Asafjah Burhan-ul-mumalik, Jamdeh madaru] maham.” 
It also contains the “Hijri” year 1190, and the regnal year 
seventeenth. This shows that this seal is of the time of 
Asaf-ud-daula, the eldest son of Shuja‘-ud-daula, who had 
died on the 26th January, A. D 1775 (24th-ZIQa‘d, A. H. ! 188, 
or Magh Bad! 10, V. S. 1831). This seal is placed on the back 
of the Sanad towards the left lower corner.. 

The third seal: Its contents are: “(Shah ‘Alam) 2 Badshah 
Ghazi, Fidvi Khanazad Khan Bahadur.” The regnal year 
given in it is sixteenth. This seal stands near the Vazir’s 
seal to the right. Just below this seal there is an endorse- 
ment, as follows: — 

ai JSj r ,-v iv 

i.e. the copy 3 of the Sanad was taken on the 2nd Rajab of the 
seventeenth regnal year (29th August, A. D. 1775, or Bhadaun 
Su di 3, V. S, 1832 ). 

1 This n as an after death title of Timur j Read Ibn Amir Timur Sahib Qiran —Ed ) 

2 This portion is torn. 

3 (Tne word is not clear. Probably we should read ^ and tb e reference is to 
aiiixntionoHho seal. — E d.) 



m glories of marwar and the glorious rathors. 

The second endorsement on the back on the right corner 
runs as follows: 

Jklj 1 1 a 9 vr,V ,v ^ J] ^ 

• • • • ^ .Ji5 ji , e.1^ J.ai )«" V tP 1 * 3 '* J '" 

Just near the above there is a third endorsement, as below : 
j.Uic . . . J 5s *-'*?■ r i,-> Sb Iv 4l * 

The purport of the second endorsement is “Entered in 
the siyaha (register) on the 2nd of the month of Rajab of 
the regnal year seventeenth, corresponding to Hijrl 1189 
(29th August, A. D. 1775, or Bhadaun Sudi 3, V. S. 1832). 
Copy taken in the office of the “Sahib” on the 7th of “Shahar 
yur”. 2 May be handed over. 

Purport of the third endorsement: — 

Copy taken in the office of the “Aiyama Izam” (high 
priest) 3 on the 2nd Rajab of the seventeenth regnal year. 

The fourth endorsement called “Zimn” 4 on the back of 
the Sanad, runs as follows:— 

(J; c-V «*" ; i3l ' a P’* 5 s °‘ > “'* Line (l) , 

Line (2) r ^ ] t o 

‘ ' v*/ v*; 0 > sx ^ lIa£ **>*)l*' ^ [sRi 45 1,;J 

fAX/- # ^J3U ;}j3 oi^ (• • • **>,=> Vi/'J Vi/* 1 

P* 3 d] jl vj^ 0 } 9 pi>v>3 jjirsvo Line (3) \*jt***H 

)= L})1 r M 0.0 

1 Here there is some one’s signature which is undecipherable. 

2 This i8 the 6th oi the Persian months commencing from the “Sankranti”, i. e. sun’s 
zodiacal change. 

3 (Should be mustaufi a ‘-imma-i-‘izam zz the controller of the great grants.— Ed.) 

4 In this endorsement, the following words being copied on a separate slip from the 
onginal, the slip is pasted instead at the time of repairing the Sanad — 

— J(=v olJ ajiisJjji Line ( 1 ) 

•— v uji-i Line (2) 

— iu.* j*i 2—3 <*&«. Line (3) 

The cross letters visible m the photo between the 2nd and the 3rd line do not belong to the text 
ot the endorsement, but are superfluous contents of the slips pasted to preserve the paper. 

5 ’f be following matter being covered nnder the elothjnonnt did not appear m the photo. — 

Of the first line. — P iy ~ )* *V 

Of the second line*— 

0 The writing within this bracket being distorted conveys no sense 
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Its purport:-— 

The details of the case may be entered according to the 
Register of the office. Orders issued. Village Raisina 
situated in the “Havel!” (Suburban) district of the capital 

Shahjahanabad, in view of old “Jagir” of Maharaja 

Bakht-Singh, which had passed on to Muhammad Muradkhan 
as a “Jagir” for generations, was for the second time 
restored to Maharaja Bijayasingh in regnal year 2, i. e. 
A. D. 1760 or V. S,. 1817; but after this it (having remained 

in the “Jagir” of Rai Aman alias Rashid Aman ) had 

recently lapsed to “Khalsa”. (The same Raisina) due to its 
being his ancestral Jagir (is granted) from “Khalsa” to 
Maharaja Bijayasingh Bahadur and his descendants, generation 
after generation, by way of reward from the “Rabi” Crop 
of the “Qull” year. Dated 26 Jumada-ul-akhir (24th August, < 
A. D. 1775, or Bhadaun BadI 13, V. S. 1832). 

Text of the Sanad 

— 1”, el'j’l (1) 

— ftA tS = (|«) 
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Translation: In this auspicious time the sublime 
command worthy of being obeyed is issued that village 
Raisina of 80,000 “dams” in the “Haveli” (suburban) 
Pargana of the capital Shahjahanabad (Delhi), the rental 
value of which is Rs. 700/-, may be settled as “Inam” (gift) 
for generations, in view of his old “Jagir” that had lapsed 
to “khalsa”, upon Raj Rajeshvar Maharajadhiraj Bijayasingh 
Bahadur, the predominant of the Rajas of India, and his 
descendants (having been verified as rent free and duly 
registered, that its revenue may increase) from the third 
part of the “Rabl” crop (i.e. from the time of the crop being 
ready) of the “Qull” (Turkish eighth year) as mentioned 
in the “Zimn” (Register). Our distinguished, fortunate, 
and dignified descendants, ministers of high rank, noble 
grandees, eminent officers, economical revenue collectors, 
administrators of civil matters, trustees of Eoyal affairs, 
“Jagirdars” and “karorls” of the present and future, having 
ever and anon tried to maintain and perpetuate this esteem- 
ed order, ought always to leave the above-mentioned 
“dams” in their ( grantees’ ) possession, generation after 
generation, and individual after individual. And treating 
this (grant) as safe and protected from consequences of 
changes and fluctuations, may not exercise pressure or raise 
objection about payment of “Subedarl”, “Faujdari”, “Mai”, 

“Jahat,” and all other cesses like “Begar”, “Dehnffni” 

(i/10), “MuqaddamI” “Sadzui” (2/100), “Qanungoi”, and 
should treat (the grant) as free from all civil obligation? 
and Royal demands. Treat this as strict and very urgent, do 
not demand new “Sanad” every year, and never disobey or 
act contrary to this grand order. Written on the 9th 
Jumadi-us-sanI, seventeenth year of the reign (i e. on the 7th 
August, A.D. 1775, or Shravan SudI 11, V.S. 1832). 

From this Sanad it is apparent that the village Raisina, 
on the site of which the present New Delhi stands, had 
been during the Mughal period the ancestral “Jaglr” of the 
rulers of Marwar and had regularly remained under their 
sway up to the reign 1 of Maharaja Bakhtsingh A.D. 1751-52 

1 Maharaja Bakbtsingh had ascended the throne of Marwar on the 29th June, A. D. 1751 
(Shrfuan Radi 2, v s ISOS ) T Jiving dep sei his nephew Maharaja Ramsingh. He died on 2igt 
September, d. 1752 (ttbadaun Su&l 13, v. a 1S09), and was eacceeded b> his son Mab&r&}5 

Bijajauogb. 
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(v.s. 1808-09). But at this time, as dissensions 3 * broke out 
in the royal house of Jodhpur, the Emperor having confis- 
cated it from Maharaja Bijayasingh conferred it on Muham- 
mad Murad Khan at the instigation of hostile parti1 es 2 . Later, 
when the family feud had ended, it was restored again to 
Maharaja Bijayasingh in A.D. 1760 (V.S. 1817). But sometime 
after, when the administration of Marwar had relaxed due 
to Maharatta inraids, the Emperor Shah ‘Alam II, again 
yielding to hostile influence, confiscated the village from the 
Maharaja. Lastly on suppression of all the main risings in 
Marwar, it is probable that the Maharaja might have put for- 
ward his claim to this, his ancestral “Jagir” village, in the 
Emperor’s court (as is evident from the central endorsement 
on the back of the Sanad) and the Emperor having seen 
proofs of this village being the ancestral “Jagir” of the 
Maharajas of Marwar and finding no other rightful claimant 
to it, might have issued this “Sanad” in A. D. 1775 (V.S. 1832) 
in his favour. We cannot say when and under what circums- 
tances this “Jagir” went out of the possession of the rulers of 
Marwar, but two conclusions are derived clearly from it : — 

Firstly, that this Raisina was an ancestral “Jagir” of 
the Maharajas of Marwar, and that, up to, at the most, 
155 years hence, it was in their possession. 

Secondly, that the titles “Zubdah 3 Rajha-i-Hindustan, 
Raj Rajeshvar, Maharaja Dhiraj” were used with the names 
of the Maharajas of Marwar up to the end of the Mughal 
Empire. 


1 Warfare conformed up to a.b. 1756 (v r 181H ) between the two cousins Maharajas 
Bijnyasmgn and Ramsingh for the sovereignty of Marwar 1 our through the interventi* n of the 

Maharajas pe ce was concluded and Maharaja Ham Singh was given eleven districts f Marwar, 
Though i\ e internal feud had mostly subsided bv thi= actio , jet the government of Marw ar had* 
grown slack through the rnraus o» the Mahar «ftae This gaverr=e 1 1 a fre-b revolt of the* HU-dars* 
of Marwar which w as also suppressed to a greit extern m «.n. i76o n 181b) hut m a d 1765 

( v s 1822) due to Madhorao Sin dhiaV invasion, the state affans were again confused. Jn ad 

1772 (v. 0 . 3b29) Maharaja Ramsingh the rent cauie of alt troubles, breathed his last, rnd the 
eleven dis'rjcts of In •* Sagir * r< verted to ti e ate This event broke the hearts ftte internal 
enemies of Marwar. Further the mar er of Thahur Jai Bingb of Aim a, the premier noble of 
Marwar, in v d 1774 (v.s. 18.U ) btruck terror m the hearts of the rebel sardais, and bronehfc 

them round to reason and peace 5 


2 Maharaja f*hvarl Singh of Jaipur, being father-m law of Maharaja Ramsinch had 
Buav^m^h 1101 1115111011611004150 muht La ' e forked with the Emperor against Maharajd 

„ s ! he "Saramad” in plac a of “Zubdnh” has also been med m the titles of the ruW« 




22. Maharaja Mansingh of Jodhpur and Maharaja Suratsingh of 

Bikaner. 

(Bond published in the Report on the administration of the Archaeological Department and 
burner Public Library Jodhpur 1938 A.D., p, 9) 

In this paper we are giving copy of a bond 1 (with its 
English translation) signed by Maharaja Suratsingh of 
Bikaner to pay rupees four lacs and one 2 as indemnity, to 
Maharaja Mansingh of Jodhpur.. 

It may also help to give an idea of the system of hostage 
and surety prevalent among the Indian rulers. But before 
doing so it seems necessary to give the events in brief, 
which compelled the Maharaja of Bikaner to sign it. 

In 1604 A. D. there arose a dispute in Marwar between 
Maharaja Mansingh and Thakur Savalsingh of Pokaran— his 
feudatory— regarding Dhonkalsingh an alleged posthumous 
son of the late Maharaja Bhlmsingh of Jodhpur. 

The relations of the rulers of Jodhpur and Jaipur at 
that time were strained in connection with the betrothal of 
Krishna Kunvari, the daughter of Maharana Bhlmsingh of 
Udaipur. Thakur Savalsingh took advantage of the situation 
and in 1807 A. D. succeeded in persuading Maharaja 
Jagatsingh of Jaipur to invade Jodhpur* He also induced 
Maharaja Suratsingh of Bikaner to join the campaign. 
These combined forces attacked Jodhpur but the seige fizzled 
out due to the ingenuity of Singh! Indraraj etc., who with the 
help of some nobles - and Mlrkhan, planned an attack on 

Jaipur at the same time and thus diverted the attention of 
the Jaipur army. 

1 Though we wanted to re-produce a photograph of the document, yet could not' 

2 Jn Eajputana putting a cipher at the end of the numerical item is considered 
in*Lii4ciout. 


Maharaja mansingu of jodhpur & maharaja 15,7 

SORATSlAGH Ob BJKANFK 

When Maharaja Mansingh of Jodhpur regained his 
power and assassinated the hostile leaders with the help 
of Amirkhan the founder of the ruling dynasty of Tonic — he 
sent an army to invade Bikaner and avenge the wrong done 
to him by its ruler in joining hands with Jaipur. This 
compelled the Maharaja of Bikaner to sign the aforesaid 
bond. 

The bond 

^ RfrFRrnwH sit grdfisrat 
erar sit ^srgr ft rr 

5«ibtr =sqn: stm ?r y, o a, o o \ ranir 

rqhrr «o,ooo xuoftrr qr# r4tar nfa 

gfHfT <Hl<i "^,^o,oo5 

ng rrats graffrer otf farerat § rr# 
ng rr 5 ^kt tow grgtcnr 
11 srmra? rr % 

sitfOTg gtftut utmar hit k 

imuft femi g^giracr ft huh «k, ooo otst n srarr 
k grunt rnra? hfr tt zm g use gjuw fr h- 
rrgft sn^irsr q^ran, Witer fair grr n 
3uk= 53; er-jrft rrarkm qng# u gro Ijn 
fr 


5ii ko,ooo %g cTT57% hrem ara% ft prtaT 
t^=h<is, Mxiiatl srpsriir ^rsrc% \sr, ooo ^Rcrri 

^,§\S,ooo 

qpfr rumi a,oo? r& zm rqtar =;y,sykikjn 
#nrft 53 ?tt fr- rit Ucrrfftrr hst suht ?g «rra 

Translation. 

This bond is written by Maharajadhiraj Shri 
Suratsinghji that an agreement has been reached to pay, 
to meet the expenses of his (expeditionary) forces, to the 
Jodhpur Darbar rupees four lacs and one (Rs. 4,00,001) 
out of which rupees forty thousand (Rs. 40,000) have been 
foregone and the balance remains rupees three lacs sixty 
thousand and one (Rs. 3,60,001). 
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Signed by Rathor Suratsingh, whatever written above 
is correct. 

Signed by Acharaj (priest) Pursotam 

Signed by Shah Araarchand 

By order of the Darbar, dated 5th day of the dark half 
of Mangsir 1865 V. S. (8th November 1808 A. D.) 

Later details. 

The details regarding the payment of instalments are 
as follows 

Out of 5 persons including Surana Ramchand etc. given 
as hostage for Rs. 1,45,000,— Derasarl Acharaj Pursotam has 
given a written promise for the payment of rupees one lac 
and Shah Amarchand and Darbari Savalram for rupees 
forty five thousand on the 15th day of the bright half of 
Phagun. 

The Hundis (Cheques)' for Rs. 50,000 regarding the 
camp, were encashed through Memadshah and Hundis 
(Cheques) for Rs. 72,000 were encashed by Pancholl Jaskaran 
Darbari. Total 2,67,000. , , 

Out of the balance of rupees 93,001 received rupees 
Rs, 84,945-9-6 (rupees eighty four thousand nine hundred 
forty five, annas nine and pies six) which have been 
remitted to the treasury. 1 


1. No mention of tbs payment of remaining R*. 6055-6-6 i* available in tb* copy. 



23. A letter 1 of Maharaja Ranjitsingh of the Punjab 
addressed to the Maharaja Mansingh of Marwar. 

(Rend nt the Ranjitsingh centenary held at Cawnpore m June 1939 A.D and published 
m its proceedings pp 126-12# ) 

This letter was written by Maharaja Ranjlt Singh, the well- 
known Sikkh ruler of the Punjab to Maharaja Man Singh of 
Marwar, who was famous for his religious trend and sagacity. 

Though at the time, this letter was written the power 
of the glorious Maharaja Ranjitsingh was ascending day to 
day, yet the English East India Company was gradually 
gaining ground. The company dethroned Peshwa Bajirao II 
in 1818 A.D. and threatened the Raja of Bharatpur, both 
of whom therefore sought help from the Maharaja of the 
Punjab. But he, in his turn, before complying with their 
request, thought it proper to get the advice and help of 
Maharaja of Marwar whom he considered most eminent 
ruler of the time among the Princes of India. 

The letter gives a number of historical facts and the 
condition of the then rulers of Hindustan. Brief footnotes 
have also been added, wherever required, to make the letter 
more comprehensive. 

( dtarayt ) 

^rsrr uii^df^yi d sirar feum H a rare :— 
siste g*T 5crar iftarar % irc siiqfcrd 
ywrair § qmq -few ^ § othrt % gtrat grr urerr 
fj ctlf I 5 sft aft SiriildT HI^JT t I SHF § 

^ f^vC pt § rani!! rr 5n% ^ 

3vT 3TJRT q>ycri get 3^ciK sit yt etadMdi' it 

. _ J* 1 came across the copy in Mar^arl of this letter, prepared by Kachardas, a courtier 
or Mnbaraja Mansmgh, in the old records office of the Jodhpur State, and am thankful 
to Mr, P, P. Kothawala for supplying me with a copy of it. 
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qim# i msro m&m 1 1 gsraur *m- 
ifrr # gqr vm: ftuwkt # <#dr emt dr % 

5 JR ?F?t| % m qW ^cRTT# # Cr cmdr 

gjrpr Cr gqt rut 3 tpc gqr it % ^;n*K qm$=h u|# 

3T& q#C Ct vnt 5T5Tto3T U^T # |tdt ¥Tfi OT?- 
Icfi mam# # 53J3: U 5IWT d #incT IpRM 3FC3T q# 1 
5?#rrm f^R^R # ufoCr u 

|> g imrc mqrc q^c # *r^i mrq# <?Nrt w: qr^qr 
qnro i ^r% vrri R&srr m ^ qrqq qTR # |w q# 

| ?r ■sgmi a, gaq; mrmrnq s§rcr qqiw qred gwterr 
q#%r| T#n ?£*% it Tff# mmrr meflTT# d #qt- 
qr t d #r gvr qtq# n iFK # 5 qn^rf vgit qlm rtr 
U UTO Wt -RTcFT U ^ wqr 4t $ WHUT ^TT ^3TT # q#«T 
5TRT % f<=q TT wipq otPsF mftqr ^JT I %<^>|< # q|sT 

# fm t?# qrrur qrCr'i § mm sn# or mi# dr fl^pcnq # 
5Rct 9# %qm OTmqfCr % CmStf# § %-3irq?r u mq 

q# # mm CT mR f^qiq f# TirgScTR U qmT q S£qR 

# qnq# qrmt mi## q^f #m § mRurc ^ft cm qqqq 

?#cr^qr|i § fl^nq m gsm m miqqT g^r mr ^ £r- 
w> mrnr mm must § fmq# ^qm gmq qrcur rr gr# i d- 
m #i nrqq^: mwfqrc: g# iisiiq# i 5?iw ir i%qmq? 
mmrqrc fmqnr u 5iiq q# qr mkrq ^m# sir q# m 
mgt ^r 1 #gqR ^q# q^T wn# 1 


( *U$gJT 1# ^=:\S5. tr fqqmr 
511 q r q^R-r ) 

( Translation of the letter.) 

Though since long we have not been favoured with the 
news of your welfare and intentions, yet we had come to 
know that you were much grieved by the untimely demise 
of the heir apparent 1 . We too felt it so much that we can 
not express our feelings in writing. 

We have to leave such things to the wishes of the 
Almighty and pray for His Mercy so that he may favour 
your illustrious house soon with another son. 


I. MabiirS} Knraur CbbatRrfmRb <Iiod on 26th Mnrrtj 18J8 A.D. 
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.4 r.K'/TSJt OF MAHARAJA RAX.TJT8IXGH OF TIIE PUNJAB 
TO MAHARAJA MAXSKNGII OF MAKWAR, 


The news of our court is as under: — 

Multan 1 , the province of Kashmir 2 , Bhakkar, the belt 

of Mankera 3 , etc., have already come under Khalsaji (Sikkh- 
regime). 

This year the Khalsa-arniy intended to annex the pro- 
vince of Kabul and accordingly reached near Peshawar. 
But Samad Khan, the younger brother of Nawab Azim 4 Khan, 
who is the brother of Fateh Khan 5 , the Vazlr (minister), 
presented himself there at the court of Khalsaji and after 
offering valuable presents declared: — 

“Nawab Azlmkhan is prepared to serve the Khalsa court 
and you may demand the services of our thirty thousand 
brave cavalry.” 

“We have a blood feud with king Kamran 6 for the slaugh- 
ter of our brother Fateh Khan, and Shuja-ul-mulk 7 and Shah 
ZamaiP are staying with the English 0 to get us punished.” 

“Under these circumstances, we have left ourselves under 
the protection of Khalsaji and are ready to die in its 
service. Therefore we hope that Kabul be kindly left to us 
to maintain the said cavalry”. 

In the meantime, the envoys of the Peshwa 10 and the 
aja of Bharatpur 11 arrived and stated that |if the army of 
Chalsa is sent towards Delhi, they each will pay rupees one 
lac for it. 


2. Multan was taken m 1818 AD, - - ~ ~ “ 

? This prounce was conquered m 1819 A.D, 

loi tresses, nafcaplufed^isn A^ th ° deSOlt and sunounded by a cordon of a doZen 

Fateh Kh 3 1 ” 'un d 'Uhk ti’V) iVU ™ S U\r tl,e goieinoi of Kashmir by his brother 

holding Kabul. the ar y of Malm raja Ranjit Singh reached near Peshawai he was 

and miins^r nf^nhnmnd^!ffh~^f er ’ ns , ‘, be , sn , n of Payanda Khan of Baiakzai tribe 
A.D But ui ISIS A U'e 'nAtel, Vn,'? ^ belped usurping the thione of Kabul m 1800 
Shah, the ‘on of Mabraud sifb. Khan) " aS made blmd and ^laaghteied by Kamran 

6 lit was the son of Mahmud Shah, ,the king of Kabul 

ns govcrno? "o^PgshdTar 6 by f his^rother h H,U h Zam " ln h 0 . f Kabul and was first appomted 
look Vfghamstan m 1803 A D "ls^clofraM ^ PJOclaimed his independence m 1800 A D , 
afterwards ,n s obliged to come J^HindS m “ofTJp GandUraa ''' 111 1809 A ' D aad 

o. Pa^ncU Kuan" He t°S^ed %* tb - r0ne °' ^hnn^n »«* the help 

Citv of Lahore in 179D i.D. Afterwards he h pon Eanjnsln S b and 8 a 'e the 

eon of Payanda Khan, and was obliged to III m Hindman' for* mfny ° ** 
9. Fast India Company Officers. ' 

10 Ilajl Raa II. 

11. Randhir Singh sod of Ranjltsmgh. 
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You yourself know well that the condition of Hindustan 
has worsened owing to the enmity among its rulers. There 
is no cordiality among them. 

We do not know any one else in Hindustan except your- 
noble-self, who can stand for his religion and words and 
for this sake we have sent this special messenger with the 
letter. 

We hope you will give us best advice for the protection 
of Hindustan which will be followed upon. 

Please send one . of your trust-worthy and sagacious 
man here as there are some facts which can not be put on 
paper and the presents too can not be sent. Therefore the 
man should remain here. 

Please also accept the verbal requests of the messenger. 

Submitted on the 12th day of the bright half of Mangsir,. 
(Vikram Samvat 1879 (25th December 1822). 



24 The First Ray of Social Reform in Rajputana 

(Published in the Harbilas Sarda commemoration volume 1937 A.D., pp, 622-523.) 

In the Nineteenth century ' of the Vikrama era, there 
prevailed some social customs among the people of Rajputana, 
and specially Rajputs which were ruinous. But as soon as 
the Maharatta peril was over and the country came in contact 
with the Britishers, a ray of reform gleamed in the hearts 
of the people. Marwar also took advantage of this change, 
and in October, 1839 A.D. some rules were framed by the 
combined efforts of Maharaja Mansingh, the British officers, 
the Jagirdars and officials of the State. 

In October, 1843 A.D. some important items of these 
rules, specially relating to Rajputs, were inscribed on marble 
slabs and they were fixed at the district head-quarters of 
the State. 

We give here the transcript and the translation of the 
rules found inscribed on such slabs, for the information of 
the readers of this volume, dedicated to a well-known social 
reformer of Rajputana: 

% i * 

-fidcUi W sfr 3T EffT HHtcj qj- 

ante rsnicr ^ n it 

’srrcirr mz gi# eftt fr grrsvr u m gsre T5f#raqt|i 

rsm ifff JITC HgT I 

Bill ^rmr % srnr gsra ^fr: — 

— 'Tsuicr frVig- 5jfr i 

'R—mfrrar fsr i 

b— ur fr w renr crakrrat softer <tr- i 
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ys. \—mx ptff wrc m k# i v- ^q^rqror 

TTH-fRI ¥TTET U I B; — wftgt ^OT M'-Hshll HER 4krt<t 5^ Gu!! «RTt % l 

’/ sn ttcjfr jtjtit k zwr if k^r sir: Mtar Tfar I 

^?icraf3r?Hrd#^^ni?il^l ^ W Tsnrra k*fr crqr 

Mr ufw dt EfMr rT^et^Fc tr# % ^K-m '+rre pi fkRrrc ssrr ^R^ft 
dt STiRCT spffjJTTC fT#, pdf d<+,Nct HIT sft j^-tl pH % 

U cc 'ETr^F ZW \% 7ikt I 

T ranslation. 

The following rules regarding the payments to be made 
to Charans, Bhats (bards) and drummers etc., at the time 
of the marriages of the daughters of Rajputs have been 
framed in the month of Kartik, Vikram Samvat 1896 
(October 1839 A.D.), in the presence of His Highness, the 
Agent to the Governor-General for Rajputana, the’ Political 
Agent, Sardars (nobles) and officials. 

That the Rajputs shall not kill their daughters. 

Rule 36 : The Jagirdar with an annual income of 

Rs. 1,000/- shall give Rs. 25/-, the Bhomiya ( holding 
land in lieu of service)’ Rs. 10/- and ordinary Rajput (having 
,no land) Rs, 5/- to Charans. 

Rule 49: The Jagirdar with an annual income of 

.Rs. 1,000/- shall give Rs. 9/-, the Bhomiya Rs. 5/- and the 

ordinary Rajput Rs. 4/- to Bhats, Pavadiyas and Baladiyas, 
etc. 

Rule 56: The Jagirdar with an annual income of 

Rs. 1,000/- shall give Rs. 5/- to drummers. 

These rules have been framed with the consent of -all 
persons, therefore if a Rajput pays more than the above- 
noted amounts or kills his daughter, he will be liable to 
punishment by the State. 

Further, if a Charan, Bhaf or drummer demands more 
he will also be liable to punishment. 

It, being the command of His Highness, shall not be- 
disobeyed. 

Dated Saturday, the 13th day of the dark-half of Kartik, 
V, S. 1900 (21st October 1843). 



APPENDIX C. 

1. Ropi Plates of Paramara Devaraja; Vikrama-Samvat 1059. 

(Published in the Epigrapbia Indica YoL XXII, (pp. 196-198), (January 1934 A,D* ) 

This grant of Devaraja is in the possession of Audichya 
Brahmanas of Ropsi or Ropi, a village 6 miles south-west of 
Bhinmal in the Jaswantpura District of Marwar. While 
touring in that District in 1920, I came across the grant and 
got it photographed for the Sardar Museum, Jodhpur. It has 
already been noticed by Prof. D. R. Bhandarkar. 1 

The grant contains two copper-plates inscribed on one side 
only. The plates, as far as I remember, measure about 9"X8" 
and have two holes through which are passed two plain rings. 
The first plate contains i I and the second 12 lines of writing. 

The characters of the grant are Nagari, similar to those 
used in northern India in the tenth or eleventh century A.D. 
The language is Sanskrit and the clerical errors are remark- 
ably few. The text is in prose throughout with the exception 
of one verse in 11. 21-23. At the end is found the signature of 
the donor. The orthography presents no special features. 

The obj'ect of the plates is to record the grant of a field 
situated to the south of the city-wall (kotta) of Srimala, the 
modern Bhinmal by the Miharaiaihtraja, the illustrious Devaraja 
residing at Srimala, to one Aurakacharya, the son of 
Chandasivacharya and the head of the temple of Siddheshvara 
Mahadeva at Kshamemathuna (Kshatmamathuka?) on 
the occasion of a lunar eclipse. The boundaries of the land 

SarnvntldsO hlS L>tt Northern India, No 103, where he reads the year as 
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granted were as follows: to the east the land of the Brahmana 
Govinda, to the south the land of Vamana, the son of Durlabha, 
to the west the village belonging to the Mahasamanta 
Purnachanda and to the north the land of the Brahmana 
Shrldhara. The date of the record is the 1 5th day of the bright 
half of Magha (Vikrama) Samvat 1059 ( = 1002 A.u.). 1 

The witnesses were Matvaka, the preceptor of Devaraja 
and Purnachanda. The grant was written by Suryaravi, the 
son of Nyasa. 

Though no mention of the clan of donor Devaraja is, 
found in the grant, yet on the basis of the year and the place 
given in it, we may assume that he was a Paramara 2 ruler of 
Abu whose second name was Mahlpala and who succeeded his 
father Dharanivaraha, a ruler famous in the chronicle of 
Rajasthan. We give here a chlxoppaya often recited by the 
bards in honour of Dharanivaraha: ' ' 


•- rrfT^n: ^nhcr §% sraht i - 

ns nsrcig spr II * - 

WHIZ I! 

VR4!pEKTg[ ¥JT^STT 5RT5 sfe ^ Rrsr II "■ * 

According to this, Dharnlvaraha distributed the nine 
provinces of Mandor, Ajmer, Pungal, Lodrava, Abu, Jalor, 
Dhat, P&rkar and Kiradu among his nine brothers. It is also 
said that owing to these nine chiefships, Marwar has come to 
be known as “ NavakSti Marwar.” But there is very little 
truth in the above chhappaya ?. 


Devaraja’s (Mahipala’s) son and successor was Dhandhuka 
: ^ho was obliged to accept the allegiance of SolankI (Chalukya) 
• Kumarapala I, the ruler of Gujrat. 


when therKe^o^un^Sse^he 1 ' ^n“ t °iu^af eclipl'e TcJrred^ the fan* mo ^ 

^ thtl 19tb FebrUary n w also not verifiable for Samvat J059 


2, For the history rf Paramara m 1 ers please refer to 
'* Vo!, I, and Raja Bhoja (both in HmdxL 


my Bharata Ice Pi achma Ra^avmslio } 


3* See also Ind. Ant , Vol. XL, pp. 23$ f. 



ilOPI PL ATI'S f)l> PARAMARA DLVARAJ A, VIKRAMA-SAM VAP 10i>J. 

TEXT. 

First Plate. 
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1 [H'] ferra ii 

2 srg (?j) ^rc^w^T^n?- 

3 TO^rk f ^*iH5nsrftflcni5ra3ir- 

4 fro^^rrra; ^eFwrflrfspre 

5 straff ‘^T5 tt^h(^) aws# ll 

6 g %§r 

7 W-UyHRrTR II *Tr^F8pw(af)§P!r- 

8 >jsrfat i ?%<irat 

9 crec^^#Rr i 'rfsifrat 

10 [srr]&!r hc I 

1 1 . 3tKcT: srNrcprr(5if)§r*ir%[trir=]iTT [i«0 


'-' Second Plate. 

12' ^rfaggnsrfar) i 3 

[3 sRjrrm: ^TTFnr^pt ^trcTT 

14 rt^Fsq JTRrrfq^r^fPTsr 

1 5 grg%m(^r)^h^rri : gy.iii-+ < i^^r ht?t- 

16 qri^ [i#j] [3n]3T^rarratq i 4 ^^T^rrai^r- 

17 q 5 


rrr 


18 E^rt R ^RTR RKRERl’R II 3RfTg5[ltrc^- 

19 sar ^nfrot-T^m: I sn# srt^rorajpffe^r- 

20 R7: I WJ I fgfisra Qjrcft- 

21 agr fni#i I qt m ffo*rr rrtt f| wrr 

22 gfefg I ^snTRggraR m(m) 

23 5qftefi(E&r)lT (rr)cl, I *^cr[:&] al^TOsT^ET I 


X, Expressed by a 6} mbnl. „ ^ 

2. The figure 2 is used to denote the repetition of shn, 

3^ Danda unnecessary 
4. Danda unnecessary. 

t 5. The reading seems to be K^hamnnaihune but its meaning is not clear. (To me the 
reading appears to be Kdiabnam' thnk * and ma\ m^an St KehiitmanSathuka’ where the temple 
of the Mahade\a Siddhe-vara seems to have been situated.— -Ed 1 

6 Read mcd-urdfn am cha or mama gob e. 



2. Jalor inscription of the time of Paramara Visala, 
dated V. S. 1174. 

(Published m the Indian Antiquary, Vol. LXII, (p. 41) (March 1933 A, D.) 


This inscription was fixed in the inner side of the northern 
wall of the building called “Topkhana” at Jalor (Marwar). 
It was first noticed by Professor D. R. Bhandarkar in 
PRASI. W. C., 1908-9, p. 54, and summarised by him in No. 
194 of his List of Inscr. N. I. During my recent visit to the 
place I found it fixed in the wall upside down and brought it 
to the Sardar Museum, Jodhpur, for preservation. 

The inscription is engraved on a bulky white stone slab,_ 
which measures 2' 3^"Xl' 10". But on reading the contents it 
was found that when this stone was removed from its 
original place to be fixed in the TopkhanaT (sometimes used 
as a mosque)’ it was damaged a bit on one side. This is 
inferred from the fact that the last two letters of the 4th 
and the 5th lines are missing. 

The inscription contains 13 lines. The language is 
Sanskrit, and the characters belong to the northern type 
of the twelfth century of the Vikrama era. As regards 
orthography, the consonant following r is- doubled, except 
in one case. 


The date given in this inscription is Samvat 1 1 74, Asa$ha 
Sudi 5 Bhaume, corresponding to Tuesday the 25th June 
1118 A. D. The Samvat given in it is Shravanadi and not 
Chaitradi. 



JALOK INSCRIPTION OF THE TIME OF PARAMARA VISALA, BATJ2D V. a 1174 

The importance of this inscription lies in the fact that 
this is the only inscription hitherto found which gives _the 
genealogy of the branch of the Paramaras who ruled over 
Jalor. Vakpatiraja, the A first Paramara ruler mentioned ' 
in this inscription, is quite different from Vakpatiraja, the 5 
Paramara ruler of Malwa. for the latter had no male issue 
and therefore adopted his nephew Bhoja, while the one; 
mentioned in this inscription had a son named Chandana. 

As the inscription is dated V. S. 1174, the time of this 
Vakpatiraja would be about V. S. 1150. It is therefore 
probable that the founder of the Paramara branch of Jalor~ 
might have had some connection with Dharani Varaha, the 
Paramara ruler of Abu, 

* - J 

Text. 



2. tottcuitu srftct [;] 'rcnrc [;] 

3. ; sfarcfrrcr [«£}] 

4. (nt) srfnqfm [rrr ] 


5. 






8- (#) II 

9. shut 

10. snraraTfr n 


1 1 . ( ^ ) 3 <1# || 

12. sag- (^) £ n 

13. [#] wg; U'sy zms ^ k n 
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Translation. 

r 

Ls. 1-2. The enraged Vashishtha created the Paramara 
fr„6m (his) fire altar to conquer Vishvamitra and to kill his' 
enemies. 

- Ls. 3-6. There was a king named Vakpatiraja in the 
dynasty of Paramara. His son was Chandana, who got a' 
son named Devaraja. Devaraja had a son named Aparajita, 
whose son was Vijjala. 

*> ( , 

Ls. 7-0. His son, like Kartikeya to Shiva, Pradyumna-to. 
Krsna and Daksha Prajapati to Brahma was Dharavarsha. 

1 ‘ Ls. 9-10. Dharavarsha’s son was Visala, who enlightened 
all the petty chiefs with religious knowledge. 

Ls. 1 1-12. Melaradevi, the queen of this king Visala got 
this golden kalasa put here on the steeple of the temple of 
Sindhu Rajeshvara 1 . 

L. 13. Sarhvat 1174 Ashadha Sudi 5 Tuesday. 


1. This temple was probably built by Sindhuraja, tbe founder of the Paramara dynasty 
Of Abu, as is evident from tbe inscription dated 1218 V.S. found atj&radu.— 

Thii temple is not in existence now. , ^ 



3. Kiradu inscription of the time of Chaulukya Kumarapala 
and his Feudatory Paramara Someshvara dated V.S. 1218. 

[Published in the Indian Antiquary, Yol LXI (pp. 135-136), (July 1932 A, D.)] 

* 

This inscription is engraved on a pillar at the entrance 
“of a dilapidated temple of Shiva at Kiradu, a ruined town 
situated about 16 miles north-west of Badmer (in Jodhpur 
State) . It was transcribed by Mr. Puran Chand Nahar in his 
Jaina Inscr., Pt. I, p. 251 f. A summary of the inscription 
has also been published by Dr. D. R. Bhandarkar in his List of 
the Inscriptions of Northern India, No. 312. 

The epigraph measures 1 7" X 1 7" and contains 26 lines. 
As the middle portion of the stone from the third line to 
the twentieth has peeled off, some names, etc. are destroyed. 
The language is Sanskrit, and the whole of the record 
except a portion of the last line is in verse. As regards 
'orthography, it is worth noting that, in some places, the 
consonant following V is doubled, er is used for % and for 
Si. The importance of the inscription lies in the fact that 
this is the only record which contains the genealogy of the 
Paramara branch of Kiradu and the name of the Paramara 
king Sindhuraja of Marwar, the father of .Utpalaraja, the 
first known Paramara king of Abu. 

It is dated Samvat 1218 Ashvina Sudi I, Gurau= 
Thursday, the 21st September 1161 A. D. 

The purport of the inscription is as follows:-— 

In the dynasty of the Paramaras, who sprang from the 
fire altar of Vashishtha at Abu, there was born a king named 
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Sindhuraja, who ruled over Marumandala (Marwar). His 
son was Usala (Utpala 1 ). The names of Utpala’s son and 
grandson have peeled off. Then is mentioned Dharanldhara 
(Dharanivaraha), 2 and his son was Devaraja 3 ,who perhaps built 
a temple of Devarajeshvara. Then is mentioned Dhandhuka 4 
who ruled over Maru mandala (Marwar) through the favour 
of Durlabharaja ( 1066-1078 V. S.) .(the Chaulukya king). 
Krishnaraja 5 (II)" was the son of Dhandhuka, and his son 
was Sochharaja, 6 whose son Udayaraja, being a feudatory of 
(Chaulukya) Jayasimha ( 1 150-1 199 V. S.) , conquered Choda, 
Gauda, Karanata, and Malava. Someshvara (name peeled off 
here, but appears in line 23), the son of Udayaraja, regained 
his 16st kingdom of Sindhurajapur 7 through the favour of 
(Chaulukya) Jayasimha Siddharaja (perhaps in 1I98V.S.), 

, became firmly established in 1205 V. S. in the reign of 
(Chaulukya) Kumarapala, and protected for a long time his 
Kiratakupa (Kiradu) along with Shivakupa. He also exacted 
,1700 horses (including 1 five-nailed and 8 peacock-breasted 
Worses) and took two forts, one of Tanukotta 8 and the other of 
Navasara 9 from prince Jajjaka on Tuesday, the first day of 
the bright half of Ashvina 1218 V. S. at 4^ hours after 
-sunrise. But on his (Jajjaka’s)' acknowledging his allegi- 
ance to the Chaulukya king (Kumarapala), he (Someshvara) 

. reinstated him in the possession of those places. 

' "By the order of the king this prashasti was composed by 
~ Narasimha, was written by Yashodeva and was engraved by 
“ Jagodhara. 


1. This is the first name of the Paramara branch of Abu found m the inscription of Vasant- 

- garh, dated V,S.1099 ( Ep . Ind„ vol. IX, p, 10 ff.). * 

- 2 - Supra vol XL, p. 289: When Solanki (Chaulukyal Mularaja (998-1052 V. S ) attacked him he 
was obliged to seek the help of the Rash(rakuta Dhavalaof HaBtikundi (Hathundi) m Marwar . 

, I Bpigraphia lmta , VOJ.X, p, 21). 1 

beeA'S! “(!& 5r»-“ ,p,la 1 C0PP " 8, “‘ ° f *“ ed V S - 1059 1 A - B. 10021. 

hi,„ b«ck l-.» Otaer, where he (Dh»dh,k.) 

‘f ,f N.rU.r, 

6. He Was the founder of the Paramara branch of Kiradu. 

7. This might have been founded by Smdhuraja himself or by his descendants after the name 

' of founder of the Paramara branch of Mar\vap and Abu. v 


T*nauHo the Jatealmer St?ite , 5 


9. Nauear m the Jodhpur State, 
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The inscription ends with the date: Vikrama-Samvat 
>218 Ashvina sudi 1 Gurau. 


Text. 

? . [ ] g rerera It ^trjtrr 11 feRSTiR 

II [ \ ] 

ct^i Rfcrrft cRH fptT: srer (fir) Rrcraft [ $vr ] *rr l 

ipr: t- 

3.. i gjdra ( 5 ) TR*Rt^5T — 11 r[et%] 

y. <rcrircn!rT g#^R5T5T^'3cr: : 11 \ crr^r [ Ctara ] 1 

[ ] icraf n^TOc 1 s 

k. II a f^T5T frrsitft 1 

Pcf[4k^c?t<^i — 

$. 5f: II k [ w ] I 

II § tttt 

\S. Rtf ]k RWRFR [*R : ] 1 

[ 11 ^ ] fi^psrsi^w — 

t;. vnxR^qr^rwgra: 1 [ ttt] 

— [ II *0 [ 

£. groat 1 

[ IU ] [rr]q^Rrt#fff — 

\ 0 . UT 1 ^ 3^qsrn: tfRT^tf [ 3& ] 

[ « ^ ] 

^rwra: 1 %for — 

U- i^mroatR ror^r tfMr [HU] 

• % : I Sr gsgfc — 

^1% ^T^n^feoTii ^gr[wikd=r(g')^] 

I [ ^3JI ] *Tat H?T — 

^R^Pw: II w cRpt: ^t g ^r aUR 1 

[^__] 

^y. j|4l ¥RR^ II ta ci^«ic^M'U'5U<sq| 5TRXT3f I 

[ S 5ft ] qR?TpT — 

Ik. 5>: HU RT#(^) g?P^^>uy]AMlcrl4HA qrfkh I 

ITTH II ?£ 

srr ( ?fr ) fe^Tr<s^qT5U 

IK'S SF^foyfl — 
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\\$r jtr sjsRrHfcr: l [ll 

OT ( ? ) ^ 

I grorerafes [ ll U 

3TH m^CRT3d — 

^ T^Tt3T TO^TOI^ \\ ^0 <£!§[? [ ] 

xirmyla ( ^ ^ i § — . 

^o. , FIKTOF^FITO ^gfasM fH II ^ [ % ] ^ [ S ] fWlrjfHl #- — 

— ■yiilrejd i ■r^t ^ r(gr)5r — 

- RK-. gwfer tohito gfsd ll rr zmz [ srrfelr ] ^rfro sf$g?r i 

*t to [ sr ] ^ *t^ [.nr ] HLH ^ck $£ ^ 

q^^cfr — 

-me. ^T FR^tf^fTOW : It Ry H^Rlf HHTO H«ff I 3^ [ *T ] 

*c [ sr ] — 

- R«. %nro^T ( 5 ) «V ll Rk sr ( s ) $*r : [%h] =g%rq- 

3RRTtq%: | 3 *: g^CRf — 

- ■R.k. to 5T55r4; ll gqi^r I g [#] — 

M* ( O ) II ^\5 [ ^ ] 3 - 3T ( 5?T ) i*HH 

3$ * 5^ II JTO FT [ ] J II 



4 Kiradu inscription of the time of Chaulukya Bhimadeva II 
and his feudatory Chauhana Madanabrahmadeva, 
dated V.S. 1235. 

( Published in the Indian Antiquary, Vol LXII (p 42), (March 1933 A.D.) 

This inscription is engraved on a pillar at the entrance 
of a Shiva temple at Kiradu, a ruined village near, Hatma 
about 16 miles north-west of Badmer in the Malian! district 
(Marwar). It was first noticed by Prof . D„ R. Bhandarkar 
in PR AS l W. C., 1906-07, page 42, and is summarised in No. 381 
of his List of Inscriptions of Northern India. 

It contains 16 lines and covers a space of 17|"X9£". The 
language is Sanskrit. Except three couplets, one in the 
beginning and two at the end, the whole is in prose. The 
middle portion, from the 5th to the 14th line, as also the 16th 
line, has peeled off. As regards orthography it is to be noted 
that at some places the consonant following r is doubled, at 
one place s is used for sh and at others sh for s. 

The record, after paying reverence to Shiva in prose and 
poetry, gives the date as V. S. 1235, Kartika Sudi 13 Gurau 
(Thursday the 26th October 1178 A.D.) when in the reign of 
Bhimadeva (II) (V.S. 1235-1298) his feudatory Shakambal’i 
(Chauhana) Maharajaputra Madanabrahmadeva was ruling at 
Kiratakupa (Kiradu), and Tejapala was carrying on the 
administration. It also tells us that the latter’s (Tejapala’s) 
wife, seeing the old image of the temple broken by Turushkas, 
installed a new image on the aforesaid date ; and, making a 
request to the ruler (Madanabrahmadeva) , provided two gifts 
for the gods. 
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TEXT. 


gift 

hi^MId'-Klft tydH^KEHrT^TSf- 
qi^ssrc: q-UM^KS* 

Hcq^q^n^RlH sft- 

y. t W # *ftfftwrT: ft* [ «ES [ ^ 
qqfca t sflrc^r— 

k. #K^fert5^fW^rcrr [ m ] ^n^jqr [ si ] [m] *i3r- 

^Tfoqrat- pqj^qgsris^i^sqMqil^r 

vs. ^fcn^qqw’W^ 0 sft^qisi [ *ft ] [ hr^t ? ] [ ] 

q. dfqq^cr ( m<t ) qf^qiq^tqi [ q ] sra^n(?) 

i: sftftcisq =qiq^q ^ — 


[sr^rf] f^K 


?.. %RTSgte [ 'E ] 3 =5n#$ [ cq] — 

*: iftqqf gfkralr^np^ ( ^ ) wi 

\o. qfoftfM?rftfF?q (*0 ft— — 

qqdqcqisf^ft^ aftftqr II 


*R. qqr =q qgt ( ^ 

[ ft ] f%( ^ ^filft HOT ( ^T ) % qpqftfqr 

U. sftft^ifqtq s 7 

ftfi qri [ ftq ] ft^tqq^q ll 

*y. cTOT qtqft g- qrr ( =q ) %5T 

^ rs ^ * r 

— rq^Tq*jqicri&i (xis((fg 

U. mqq. qra#q ll qiftftgqr gq>r Rnaft; ^Kiftft: i [ q^w^j qqr ] *$& 
cRq cl^q q^TCRST II t 

Ki. ^TTrli qi^rlT qr 

[ qF* ] 5f [ iq7] HR. HTT%I II 


J. The original seems to have Siqqf^ ft^T (q) q;[ \ ]-D. B. B. 

2. Porhnps o ^qqqf (belonging to the god) has to be read. 


5. The Sambhar inscription of Chaulukya Jayasimha’s 

time. 

[Published in the Indian Antiquary, Yol LVIII (pp. 234-236^, (December 3 929 A.DO) 

This inscription was fixed in a well known as Umar 
Shah-lca-kuan at Sambhar, and was first examined by me 
in 1925. 

Afterwards I requested the Jodhpur State authorities to 
have the inscription removed from the well and sent to the 
Sardar Museum for completion of its reading, and for its 
preservation. It was accordingly taken out of the well and 
sent to the Museum in 1926. 

The inscription is engraved on two black stone slabs, 
which were fixed with lime, one below the other horizontally. 
The surface of each slab measures I6"Xl4£", which is nearly 
all covered with writing. The inscription contains 28 lines, 
of which 14 are written on the one and the rest on the other 
slab, which are more weathered and damaged. The first two 
lines are in somewhat bigger characters than the rest. The 
engraving on both the slabs is filled with cJiunam. The 
language of the inscription is Sanskrit, and the characters are 
of the Northern type of the twelfth century of the Vikrama 
era. 

As regards orthography, the letter % at one place stands 
for % and the dental 5=r for the palatal 

Through the date of the inscription is not traceable, yet 
the following words in lines 13 and 1 4 show that it was written 
in the reign of Jayasimha after the birth of his sons Mahipala 
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Kir tip ala and Kumarapala, t.e., towards the end of the third 
quarter of the twelfth century of the Vikrama era. 

sraNta 3tiht 3jl?prr 

The special historical importance of the inscription lies in 
the date given in it for the establishment of the Anhilwada 
kingdom by the SolankI Mularaja. The year assigned, hither- 
to, for the latter event by V. A. Smith was 961 A.D. (V.S. 1018); 
while Mahamahopadhyaya G. H. Ojha has suggested V.S. 1017 
to 1052. But this inscription carries Mularaja back to Sam vat 
998, or A.D. 941 as would appear from the following verse 

n ii 

which means that after the expiry of 998 years from Vikrama 
Muladeva came as the crest of the earth. 

The Gujrat chronicles also assign the same date to 
Mularaja, and they further tell us that he was the son of Raji, 
as is also evident from Mularaja’s copper-plate grant of 
V.S,. 1043 (A.D. 987). 

According to V. A. Smith, Raji was probably one of the 
many designations of king Mahlpala, who reigned from 
about A.D. 910 to about 940. Smith also adds that presumably 
Mularaja was his viceroy and, finding an opportunity, 
became independent. 

It is stated in the PTabandha-chmtamam and in the 
Kum/ircqmla-prabandha that the marriage of Raja son of 
Munjaldeva, king" of Kalyan Katak of Kanauj, was performed 
with the sister of the Chaora king Bhuyadadeva, and that 
Mulai aja the issue of this connection. It is also stated 
that Mularaja, on attaining maturity, killed his maternal 
uncle and usurped his kingdom: but no mention is found of 
the Solankls having ever ruled over Kanauj. No doubt they 
held sway over Kalyani in the Deccan and they had been 
feudatories also of the Pratihara kings of Kanauj 
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As regards Mularaja’s death, V. A. Smith says that he 
was killed by the Cliauhan Vigraharaja II, but in the 
Frdhvirajn vijaya-m ah cikavya it is stated that Mularaja was 
only defeated and driven towards Kanth-kot (in Kachh) by 
Vigraharaja. This fact is also borne out by Merutunga’s 
Prabandha-clun iam an i, which further informs us that when 
the king of Sapadalaksha attacked Mularaja, Barap, the 
general of king Tailapa, also attacked him simultaneously, 
and that Barap was killed m the action. There is mention 
of Barap in Kirti-kaumudi also. In the Snknt-sankirlan Barap 
is stated to be a general of the king of Kanauj, but this 
does not seem to be correct. 

In the Dvyashraya-kavya king Dvarapa of Lata is stated 
to have been killed by Chamunda Raja, son of Mularaja. 

The mention of Mularaja’s name in the inscription of 
Rashtrakuta Dhaval of V. S. 1053 (A.D. 997) as a con- 
temporary also goes to show that he was reigning - in that 
year. The Gujrat chronicles also mention that his death 
occurred in V. S. 1053. 

Only three copper grants of Mularaja have been found 
as follows 

1. of V. S. 1030 Bhadrapada sudi 5 (Monday the 
24th August 974 A.D.) found at Patan (Baroda 
State ) . 

2. of V. S. 1043 Magh badi 15 (Sunday the 2nd 
January 987 A.D.) found at Kadi (Baroda 
State). 

3. of V. S. 1051 Magh sudi 15 (19th January 995 
A.D.) found at Baroda. 

The second of these plates speaks of a grant made on 
the occasion of a solar eclipse. But according to Kielhorn 
this eclipse had not been visible in India. Kielhorn further 
adds that if the month mentioned in the plate is dm'ant then 
there was no eclipse at all, but that if the- month is 
purmmant then there had been a total eclipse, but it was 
not visible in India. 
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In this plate the king’s vamshai s mentioned as Chaulukik, 
and his and his father’s titles as Maharajadhiraja. It also 
adds that Mularaja conquered the Sarasvat mandala by the 
force of his own arm. 


TEXT. 


to 11 qtcr^ srf^r(l) [g%r] sr(g) 

r jrr i 5rj¥-5iftr g ^ I ] $ %«ng mtft n \ II m- 

\ ( 1 ) I $$$ [ unw ] 

[ ] sricr fggsm ^ ( % ) #— 

« sjr: ii r ii ^ wmmai i ( % ? ) 

crrrra ll ^ ll e^r^i— 

[ 53 T ] d €HT%T ( 5 T ) ^: I 3 ^ II « || 

surfo sr— 


* 

\s 


e; 

5 . 




fsngft ^ i qjtf epftg: ( sc-q ) w (%) -Rftc?t: 

swif^ll II w ^5 


sr%g df|#'TTcr: i Srst i sqr R&g 11 \ 11 ?rar 

q $3 3^ (5) ft— 


q ? l ^ 5 iwn %%^3 strt: ( sir ) gsijfsr 11 vs gwu^ii <r%rg 3^ 

^crRMl HI33 1 

3 U I zmt- 


JTT 5 WR. [ ]— 


U r 4 n^; ^ srtcr^gnpsR ( ) fgppjpr [ ] 3^7^;^ ( f% ) rfrsi: 1 

[ ^tfcf>=4 crt ] v/ srf — 

n ^ [gi w] sfcr (tt) ^r^:[^]^r(%) tercr(s) 

Wri^H [ iKjr: 3 II Ro n ^TTcT ^ — V |~ — 

\\ SRWTC ?ft ETRTSr: 1 3 PT ( 3 T ) [ ^ ] _ w ^ vfTRr 

v v — V [ J^ 73 : ] II — v/ 

l‘£ — — ¥TI — | 5 TTcTr v | 

*p#rr: ii 

Vt ^ItrtWwfR I SRRT: [ 3 T: ] I 

[ % ] 575 RR ¥P£ '■' | ^q-_ 

M TO 3 [^]l[^]^C^]^^^lq^JrqiW^H w - 

q; 5 ^f 
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** f jtt ] m i qrw- u 8r$< w imi [ k* ] — 

ft — 

S t; . — — II \ ^ II ' ~~ 

$r 

^ [ fa ] tfesr i mw^vnciiJT 

mg 

t*o — e[ TC3T: II cTO#T 

^cPwr 

^ jrdft %FfFcqr 

VL SWT [ft] ^Tt*TC [#] — 

^ 


mrasrj [ sr ] — ^ 

*A • 

RVS [ 3[ ] TR3 5^1 ^3- 

— 5 [|3 [*] *witftaw[q;] 


Abstract of the Contents 


This inscription opens with an invocation. addressed to 
the goddess Sarasvati and then to some other gods (down 
to verse 4). After that the poet in three verses praises the 
powerful Chalukya dynasty. Prom the 8th verse it goes to 
show that after the expiry of 998 years from Vikrama, Raja 
Muladeva came as crest of the earth in this dynasty, and 
that his son was Chamundaraja, whose son was Vallabharaja, 
after whom came Durlabharaja. Durlabharaja had a son 
named Bhlmadeva, Bhlmadeva’s son was Karnadeva, after 
whom came Jayasimha. Here ends the 11th verse, beyond 
which the inscription disOloses no historical fact, though 
here and there some names are discernible. The name 
Shakambharl 1 also appears at one place, most probably to 
denote the site where this inscription had been set up. 


I. Wo learn from history that this Jayasimha was the first Ohaulukya king who conquered 
Sarabhar (Shakambharl) from the Ohauhans, 




APPENDIX D. 


1. Jhalrapatan Stone Inscription of Udayaditya [Vikrama' 
Samvat 1143 (1086 A. D. ) 

[ Published in the Journal <£. proceedings of the (Royal) Asiatic Society of Bengal, Calcutta, 
(Now senes), VoJ.X,No 6, 1914 A D..PP 241-243] 


This stone inscription lies in Sarvasukhiya Kothi at Jhal- 
rapatan. It contains ten lines of writing which cover a space 
of 8" (in breadth) by 6]" (in height). It is well preserved. 
The characters are Nagarl. The letters in the first seven lines 
are bigger than those in the last three 1 . The language is 
Sanskrit and the whole of the inscription is in prose. 

The inscription is dated the 10th of the bright half of 
Vaishakha in the [Vikrama] year 1143. It is mentioned in this 
inscription that Janna a Teli Patel built a temple of Shiva and 
dug a Vapi (tank) in the reign of Udayaditya'. Twoprashastis 
(eulogies) of Udayaditya, dated Vikrama Samvat 1116 and 
1137, have already been published. From this inscription it 
appears that Udayaditya Paramara reigned till 1 1 43.. How this 
prince was related to Paramara Bhoja has not yet been known. 
But his inscriptions show that he was related to Bhoja. A copper- 
plate of Paramara Jayasimha I, dated Vikrama Samvat 1112 
(A.D. 1055 J, published in Epigraphia Indica, vol. Ill, page 48, 
shows that Bhoja was succeeded by Jayasimha and afterwards 
by Udayaditya. A detailed account of these has been published 

by me in the issue of Janu ary 1914 of the Saraswati Magazine. 

5 * It is probable that the last lines may hstve been engraved afterwards. 
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GLORIES OF MARWAR AND THE GLORIOOS RATHORS. 


Text. 1 

1 srf 2 HTR ftrara II km K %*ra 3 ®j(s)fe K o sr- 

2 trc ch^ini!T%T?HT^I I %' 

3 fgT^RTT^) ^ ]• 

4 «r FT+rt: arerr^m? ^tRh 6 i hsjt ^t- 

5 STcTTEFT ^ II 

6 3c#i§q 'tRh 7 53^R 8 T% II * II 5TRWr-hGl- 

7 m WT?M: ehuhth li ^fgnrerrRi^resr 9 ^R 10 

8 II 

9 ^W 6 <ror srRs” nRr ^Ofosr- 
10 vs h n 3 il jftra fr^rsft ll «. 

Text . 18 

1. Om 19 namahSliivaya || sariivatl 143 Vaisa (sha)kha Shudi 
10 a- 

2. dyeha Shrimad-udayadityadevakalyanavijayarajye Tai- 

3. likanvaye Pattakila Chahilasuta Pattakila Janna-[ke]- 

4. na Shamblioh prasadamidam 20 karitam 21 iTathaChirihil- 

latalecha. 

5. da-ghausha-kupikavruvasakayoh antarale vapicha|| 

6. utkirnn-eyamPadita 22 Harshukeneti 23 1|*|| Janasatkama- 

7. ta Dhainih pranamati || Shri Loligasvamidevassa 24 

kerim 25 

8. Tailakanvae 26 PattakilaChahilasutaPattakilaJannake- 

na j r | Shri Sendhavadevapara 

9. -va 27 nimityam 28 dlpatailya 29 chatuhpalam-ekam-muda- 

kam 30 kritva tatha varisham 31 prati savi-[jna]- 

10. tam 32 il^n Mangalam Mahashri [[ * 


1 From an impression kindly supplied by Mr G. H. Ojha, 

2 Denoted by a symbol. 


3 Read. I 

5 Read. | 


4 Read. I 

6 Read. niQT^tSq f 


7 Read. t T%cT I 8 Read> f|%%° | 

10 The meaning is not clear perhaps t>^ is meant. 

11 Read. %f^T° I 12 Read. | 

13 Read. H^ST I 14 Read. I xo 

16 The meaning is not clear perhaps 5?ftt^r j 8 meant. 

17 Read- I 

18 From an mk impression kindly supplied by Mr. G. H. Ojha 


9 Read. I 


15 Read 


Ih° 


19 Denoted by a symbol 
21 Read kantah. 

21 ReadDevasya. 

27 Read parva 
30 Read Modakam. 


20 Read prasadoyam. 

22 Read Pan^ita 23 Read Harshnkeneti. 

25 Read knte 26 Read- Taihkahvaye.- 

28 Read nimittam 29 Read taila 

31 Read varsham. 32 Read SamVijnatani. 


JUALRAPATAN ST0NK INSCRIPTION OF CDAYADITYA 

Translation. 
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1 0» ! Reverence to Shiva. 

In Sanvat 1143 on the 10th of the bright half of the 
month Vaishakha, 

2 to-day in the prosperous reign of Udayadityadeva, 

3 Teli Patela Chahila’s son Patela-Janna 

4 erected this temple of the god Shiva and also in 

Chirihilla, 

5 between Chadaghausha Kupika and Vruvasaka, (dug)a 

Vapl (tank). 

6 This inscription is engraved by Pandita Harshuka. The 

mother of Janna, 

7 Dhaini, bows. For Shri Loligasvamideva, 

8 Teli Patela Chahila’s son Patela-Janna at the ceremony 

of Sendhavadeva 

9 Promises four pala (a measure) oil and a ball of sweet 

to be offered every year. 

10 prosperity! Great fortune! 



2. Hathal Plates 1 of (Paramara) Dharavarsha [Vikrama] 
Sam vat 1237 (1180 a. d.). 

[Published in the Indian Antiquary, vol XLIII, (September 1941) (pp. 193—194)] 

This inscription was found in the Hathal village in 
the Sirohi State about 3 miles North-West of Mount 
Abu. It is engraved on two copper plates, each of which 
measures about 6\" broad by 5\" high and contains a 
ring hole but the ring has been lost. 

Each plate is engraved on one side only. One of these 
plates contains 10 lines and the other 11. But the 11th 
line seems to be a post script, for the letters in this % line 
differ widely from the others. 

The characters are Nagari of the 12th century. The 
language is very incorrect Sanskrit. This may be due 
to the fault of the engraver. It is written in prose 
throughout except the three imprecatory verses (lines 15 
to 20 of the second plate). In respect of orthography the 
letters b and v are both denoted by the sign for v. 

This inscription is dated Thursday, the 11th of the 
bright half of Kartika in the (Vikrama) year 1237, and 
refers to the reign of Dharavarsha, who, in this inscrip- 
tion, is styled the descendant of Dhumarajadeva, Raja of 
Abu who is described in the i nscriptions of Abu 2 and 

1 The ink impreBeions of these plates were kindly giyen to me by Rai Bahadur Pandit 
Gauri Shankar H. Ojha, Superintendent, Rajputana Museum, Ajmer. 

2 51511*1 E3RW53 || 

WlTUIRpT 51 'RRUBW \\ <| \ || 

%i:gm^5ii^ 11 1* II 

(Unpublished Inscription id the Achaleshvara temple at / bu). 



HAT UAL PLATES OF (P VllAMAEA) DHARAVAE8UA. 

Girvar 1 as the founder of the Paramara clan. 2 
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The minister, at that time, was Kovidasa. The day 
of the charter specified in the inscription is Devoitham 
Ekadashi ; and it says the following with regard to the 
donee Bhattaraka Visala Ugradamaka, acliarya of Shiva- 

dhanna : .(1) That he be granted in Sahilvada. (2) 

That he be permitted to graze his cattle on the pasture 
grounds free of charge. (3) That a pasture land be 
granted to him in Kumbharanul!. (4) That he be granted 
an area of land which can be tilled with two ploughs in 
a day. (5) In the 1 1th line of the second plate, which 
is supposed to be a postscript it is mentioned that the 
pastures of Magavadi and Hathaladi villages also be 
granted to him. 

Lines 5-10 of' the second plate contain curses on those 
princes who would deprive him of these privileges. 

Of the localities mentioned here Hathaladi is obviously 
Hathal where the plates were found. In the 15th century 
inscriptions, this village bears the name of Brahmasthana. 
This name must have been given to it either because it 
was granted to Brahmanas by Paramara princes, or because 
there was a temple of Brahma near it which is now 
in ruins. 

Text. 

First Plate. 


\ & sierct m qrri&jr sra 4 — 

R ? =UrWToi 5 II [?r] 


1 sisg I 

TiRkr (rt) qifsra^r gfRRgtfsr qwrcsnfwj. i 

s 4 =q are II v || 

(Patnarayan Inscription of Girvar) I shall edit this inscription also as soon as possible. 

3 Expressed by a Sign, 4 Read 

6 Read 6 Read o^-*o 

7 Bend 8 Bead 



( Sit ) UWtf [ 
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glories of marwar and the glorious RATHORS. 

k sr- 

§ fRctg^nqron q (q ) ^i«P5HicW srtT- 

\s m% si [r] w i zm %*rr- 

=; h jr^qsfti!! 6 

5. TT d-ricHd^a Ht i%r^ 8 

Second Plate. 

\\ ... gfg> [*] il Harr 

KR *fc u «Ttqft H^qr 12 narr f ¥rrcfl«un^ §d3w- 
K\ H^iqqH ?H 13 §5T R ^q^RT 14 Sirerft- 
m [ * ] n^HT: 15 II fetSHHi 16 Sift&tfHH 17 %- 

U f£° ii s% II 2 ft; il qif&H^rr gn>r ?i- 

*4 srfar; si*roTHTft; hsh 18 h^i h* - 

l\s ^r qfar [ • ] il in ^ht 19 'K^ ; ht nr nr ^g^rd 20 I qf|- 

^ TO^! !1 HefflHT [ • ] 22 HIHH $ffr [ : ] II R II Wnfel- 
U ^ #& 23 55?qi^qfHft^^ i crerrt q^sr- 
Ro Ht#r 24 w? ^h h II 3. il 33ft s*^ 26 H 3 •• 

R\ JHHHT^HWHTCnjjft HtTT 27 ^tT 28 [t ] 


1 Read 

°5ftsq? 

2 Read 


3 Bead 


4 Read 

fsi^qfl 0 

6 Read 

°^snc^5firq?sT 

6 Read 

°qof%- 

7 Read 


8 Read 

fqsrrm 

9 Read 

“ttiNr 

10 Read 

“qqqqq 

11 Read 


12 Read 

Hiuftqr: 

13 Read 

°qq?cn 

14 Read 

°gfa; vf 

15 Read 

aqxfr 

16 Read 

^qjtssrr? 

17 Read 

q?rfqq- 

18 Read 


19 Read 

w.Hr 

20 Read 


21 Read 

qfgq'rasHrftj 

22 Read 

fqgwf 

23 Read 


24 Read 

0 <aftffri 

23 Read 


26 Read 


27 Read 


26 Read 



/ 


3. Patanarayana stone inscription of Paramara Pratapsimha. 

[Vikrama] Samvat 1344 (1287 a. d.). 

[Published m the Indian Antiquary, Vol XLY, (May 1916; (pp, 77—80] 

, I edit this inscription from an excellent impression 
kindly given to me by Rai Bahadur Pandit Gaurishankar- 
H. Ojha, Superintendent, Rajputana Museum, Ajmer. The 
original inscription was found in the Patanarayana temple 
near Girvar about 4 miles west of Madhusudana in 
Sirohi State. 

This inscription consists of 39 lines covering a space 
of 2 ft. 6 inches broad by 1 ft. II inches high. The 
inscription is well preserved. The Characters are Nagari. 
The Language is Sanskrit. Lines 1-35 are written in verses 
numbering 46. Lines from 35 to the end are in prose. 
With regard to Orthography it must be noted that a 
consonant following r is sometimes doubled, and some- 
times not. As regards Lexicography, the following words 
deserve to be noticed. 

(1) Devada employed in 1.36, denotes a line of 
Chahamanas: the present rulers of Sirohi also belong to this 
line. (2) Donaknn, 1.36, the appropriate meaning of 
which can not be explained : it may denote a Marwarl word 
dnii; if it is a Sanskrit word, it is composed of two 
words drona and Ilian, the respective meaning of which 
are 32 and 96 seers. (3) Dhibadau, 1.36, means dhtmada, 
(a well), well-known in Marwar. (4) Arahatta, 1.37, means 
a Persian wheel. (5) Dhikada, dhikaa are also used for 
dhimacia. (6) Gohzl-utra stands for the Sanskrit word 
Gohda-pidra. 
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GLORIES OF MABWAR ANU THE GLORIOUS RATHORS 


The inscription is of great importance in connection 
with Paramara history. It contains the genealogy of the 
Paramaras as follows:— 

Vashishtha created Dhumaraja Paramara, by means of 
mantras from the agni-kunda at Abu. Dharavarsha was 
born in his family. In the 15th shloka it is mentioned 
that this Dharavarsha pierced three buffaloes with one 
arrow. This is supported by the fact that on the 
MandakinI tank outside the temple of Achaleshvara on Abu 
there is a statue of Dharavarsha, about 5 ft. in height 
with a bow in his hand and three buffaloes standing 
before him with a hole running through their belies., Dhara- 
varsha had a son Somasimha by name who had a son 
named Krishnaraja. The son of the latter was Pratapa- 
simba, who defeated Jaitrakarna and regained Chandravati'. 
Perhaps this Jaitrakarna may be Jaitrasimha of Mewar, 
who was the grandson of Raula Mathanasimha and son 
of Padmasimha. Pratapsimha’s Brahmana minister Delliana 
re-built the temple of Patanarayana in [Vikrama] Samvat 
1344 (1287 a. d.) 


1 Ill’ll & rr: ggftrrcra II ftftcR ftsr sri^rr 

qrr ^TS«t ^n4rci ftsnsJFnsnr gu- 

2 Ttmi r: sRifodtssI feggRT^ftfeg^i rrrt sftqfRTORRi: ill'll 

urrT ^ra^R gr Rrftij r ^ ft- , 


I d 

ferarftq: it r ii srcJ ^rar- 

^RTR.RR || || (:%) RU jjft: ^ift- 

5 r q^uncsnft I ^i^dgftRPR hist ii y ii 


RftgRtRtsro m < 





ii § srt- 


7 r gram fofcf r Rrar *3i^ftkfororR i IrI^r q% sr g di gfrrgfttR 

R5T grt r 11 vs xr rWsr ( ri )- 


8 RcRH I QE gfoqfaRRgR5tq3& || t; 

rt 5T^vi i ^-fuft^tdrcrf u^^qu i i^d : 

9 ^rT^ - 11 I TO: ^ I gregfift fr Rf 

R R^IT: ( S$T: ) II \o ft SHf-, 


I 



B AT A N A R A YA N A STONE INSCRIPTION 


10 cwotedRq i ^ ( ^r)qrft dcsragt otjot d^-w! gnmdreigtr: HU 

cra^erf^YTtgrraf sraftr tot: sratesq^T c»4i'ttffq si* 

1 1 fcTCT TT^TOT%SOTTTOTaS’ II IR sJtaOT(ira»OT?T W»5 ^n^TOT: f^OT SOTTC* 

12 li l % dftR ft«n|?sR:isRfP» sr ottot^ i to 

sOTnRwr<Tst[%nH dtERdT&ra?7OTfq (^f) &R^d ir II la q^eot* 

1 3 uTR^cifeHTg 1 k l =gr^T^cra^OT5n di^fen^dT 

14 m syi^Rrfq^OTiOTrcQn^OT cot sqrfvnOT: II \£ ^^via^td^^at* 
TjgP> 7rfq ^ fWif^OT: I ST^y^lCTtOT dd rt sflMdiqf&dft^' 

15 sfe: II [ l\s ] srot sjrnsq cwX cot^otIt^ ireqaprrft^ qnpSft^gij: l 

g^tddT IT ^t ^fTOTOTg^f dTTf ?3 q; It 1=: RfclldiiMWg- 

16 I OT : I ft ( )XdT( sTT ) n% rotot «4ifdHu>(rarT#- 

n.iuf^Tg r ffai $ 11 U qncr: f^snfer q?r dig idifcrafq 

dAlRi^Al* 

17 gdrct# i %%fd frrarOTT: fod^d gqJsncnxoH qg gra ftd E OT& i? HR© 

% eft JR 3Rfdf^f*ldf-( ^T?rf¥ffe^OT ) C&: fRlfq iddfclfsaift 

fdtfdfffefq^ I EOT d- 

^piT sngr# seotr 2 i sfa afeqpwdK sfruqr otthstotI: ii rr anqrcgfr- 
\q<&- 

19 OT^toss 3 & dfdd dg iRdHiR i q? lidfeir cnrcrei sm 
eT^Pdd^ =dd)K II RX ^dSJtwqtgX: ( ^ ) TWOTl^ RT #ET- 

II Ra ddl RfiOTIRira ^ r ^d tgng ^d T jjd^gchlalq^rt | gditf- 

21 •dqt^ifW dd <rfld(: ^IlQd Jn^^Rlg.'hem: II Rk 

^ ^5? (m)^g I RqiOT OTROTOTOT q^OTST: wfd%: df II 

22 r^ oth n%fq (Td)qfq wdri otot^#ot!ii qq<i<#gqgjtx ddddid nwfe 

cOTT II R\9 5IOTCT dt^ - 1 ifcfldt R^PT Ht- 

23 ^WIWOTd^- 1| Rc 5TfOTdT RnTdigCOT #311 d id =d SOTigil g^RU T I^dd 
gRROTRft ^ ’3%5TRII RR d^HC Cl SJRTOTT ^T$t g d ^ OT fd : 1 Rd^t^ * 

24 dfjqn^d <d^MWKg«<|| Bo gqffq JJTtFvJTT: CT ^?Ht f^dTCTT* 
q^i i d : d.id^ ^ dg qf^sncn^d dd^d ii xi #ninf- 

25 ^IdOTraSTfXR d dtFdl ^Tm^ch^crllVIdlS^ 1 d&COT d 

^ ff ( jff )^ ^ dcI^-li^iA II XR qg V|OT3T OTaR^ d%dg^ d>- 

• 1 Re,d ^Bfld ’ 

2 By B miatake the engraver has left the word grgTnjr out of the ISth line and engraved it 
m Ihe lQfch Ime. lQ1MI 

S Theae five eigne 55555 are fondant. 
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GLORIES OF MARWAR AND IHE GLORIOUS' RATGORS. 

26 ftg ttei i n^ftRfftpftii ^ 
^ fdGdl^MdT' T i ft swi S^ 3 ** 1 
2j sjnijhrwmftft . it W cRureng gq qi q^fenwq * 

f ftKfl l ft * | ^Rq ( % )r gtilftft d<RG[ft |ftftu<,a^jR &II II \k ftqg_ 

28 , qftffigft ^-dceufeKRM^T i *Rft ft^ft sg^FW* (frr)pd»i^ g it 
ftftjft^pUOTTCiT I SIPTrfftft grJ53cq|f<5iqj*ftg ^cft^ I 

\\s jftjj^q fftaqgrqi STRUT ^ I THUTFR g cRfft ^ ftftqv- 

(sr) < 3 #s ii 35 aft qrr^ift^q^ilftft^R waft agr <ft?R 
sfonqmre r aftl ll ft* t%st sRqi'Trftft jtr: ft ft?ft fftft i 

g ra r ft aa: ^rrqrqvnTifRr: gift ( ft ) n mo rttsrt^t- 

qftt: (&i) ScTSPK: ftglr: ftqiS^q sn($jr)q ^T STR ^fta 1 3ngTR5f 

qqffta: ggqt ft^IRRTR ^ gafttgaa^ftn [:] $ft: ll S l sifaraqifgfta 

& t^sHo.^WM sfapnfe 
ftftgft q?q ( tT )gg:*lft%: II «R grftgtqrtanR jft aaft H- 
?q g gfaftft gpft i ftgftftfgrafti-: g H q c «rr ft3re > ft T sFifftftai 
II v\ II ft%^ORqrgfR qjftqTcirer: §ft: I gfrftq: ^qgK: SRlfta (fta) 
q^qiftqi II y« II 

I ki5qft«irftcq«Miqu grftRftlftcqg^ftftg: i Ift jrt ( ft ) rm~ 
gffftg gjpar ( ft ) I fts rer & ip ft 11 «k 11 ^ qaft i gg q ^^Tiftq 
fjqnggTftpR- 

35 qiqqftej (ft) fttqq: I gi^asq aaftaft gfgftft 1 ft^apg; ftqftfta g 
^ aaEftarafog ll ll ftralNIft^qq^fftlgr ll 

ftfgpcro ftgnfta sfagg qft i girftftsnft i 
, 37 gftql: 5R^ft ft *; ftqRT tog aft ft: R qft HqS R^ggi^nft S«f 

fta ft: l ftftcHsrqgftiRi (ft) a qftgmqtsi qg 50 ^o gg r 

38 rrarafttam go ftij; qftftVft^qr ftorrftgr wm% qft i 

gsrntftfraftqrRr ftgrc 

39 ftgftsft ii ft. ftsgft k §j3> ftftpnf^TRgft'Gsr 

Brief sketch of the Text. 

The inscription opens with obeisance to Purushottama- 

Verse 1 invokes the blessings of Shri Pattanarayana, 
who, we are told, was established on Mt. Abu by Kama on 
his way back to his capital * with Sita after defeating 
Havana. Vijayaditya the author of this prashasti (v. 2) pro- 
mises to give a short accou nt of Kariiaehandra; Vashishtha, 

i The letters gfq^ are m_ excess of the, metre. w ; ,, r, ' 


29 


30 


31 


32 


33 


34 



PATANARaYANA STONE INSCRIPTION. ' ' 233 

Mount Abu, the Paramaras and of repairs to Patanarayana 
temple by Delhana, minister of the Paramaras. 

Verse 3 relates that Vashishtha created a warrior from 
his agnikunda on Mount Abu. The sage conferred the title 
of'Paramara and named him Dhumaraja for defeating his 
enemies, who had stolen away the sage’s cow (v. 4). From 
that day the Paramaras became of Vashishtha gotui (v. 5). 

The sixth verse shows that Ramachandra, after examin- 
ing Sita’s piety by means of agm, established Shuddheshvara- 
deva near Abu. 

Verses 7 to 9 show that Ramachandra, being installed 
by Vashishtha, and having established Pattanarayana and 
Lakshmanesha on the bank of Pattanada, the source of which 
lies near the ashramas of Vashishtha and Gautama, left for 
his capital, accompanied by Sita and Lakshmana. 

c (Verse 10) — From that day the said Pattanada has be- 
come a famous holy place known as Guhyatirtha, , 

/ 

Verses 1 1 and 1 2 contain words in praise of Mount Abu, 

Verses from 13 to 18 give the genealogy of the Paramaras 
as has been mentioned above. 

Verses from 19 to 23 describe the repairs of the temple by 
Brahmana Delhana, the minister of Paramaras. 

„ Verses 24 to 26 give a genealogy of Delhana as follows:— 

- In the line of Upamanyu Muni was born a Brahmana Vln- 
-kaka, whose daughter Charupl was married to Sadaka, by 
whom five sons were born namely Lakshmana, Kelhana 
Valana, Delhana, and Bhaskara. 

- - . Verses 27 to 31 show that the fourth son Delhana, by 
repairing the temple, made known his Garga Gotra, Madhyan- 
dini Shakha, three Pravaras, Yajurveda, his village Grivida, 

, and-seven ancestors namely Avasa. ..la, Vana', Dedak, Kesha va, 
^ 'Mahamuna, Malha, Sasa, including himself and his five 
brothers Lakshmana, etc., in this world. 

Verses 32 to 35— Delhana is praised for his conduct 
during the time the temple was being re-built. 
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GL0RIE8 OF MARWAR AND MlE GLORIOUS RATHORS. 


Verses 36 to 40— show that the work of repairing .the 
temple was commenced on the 1 0th of the bright half .of the 
Ashvina, Vikrama Samvat 1.343 and finished on the 5th of the 
bright half of the Jyeshtha, Vikrama Samvat 1344. 

Verse 41 speaks of the beauty of the temple. 

Verse 42 shows that the repairs were carried on during 
the reign of king Visala, son of the king Bhadadeva, victor 
of the Turushkas and the king of Malwa. 

Verse 43 tells us that the author of this Prashasti was 
Vijayaditya, whose parents were Dharanidhara and ChSm- 
pala. 

Verse 44 shows that this inscription was engraved by 
Gangadeva, son of Mumadeva, resident of Roheda.- 

Verse 45 speaks of the ability of the author. 

Verse 46 refers to the author’s father as a friend of 
Mohana, the son of Alhadana, perhaps one of, the seven 
forefathers of Delhana. 

For the maintenance of this temple the following grant 
and offerings were made by neighbouring persons. 

L. 36. Devada Melaka son of Sobhita : one donakan and a 
field in the village of Chhanara. Raj'aputra Virapala son of 
Vihala: a dhimada in the village of Khimauli. 

L. 36-37 The villagers of Auli: 8 seers of corn from each 
arahatta and 2 seers from each dhimcidu. In village Kalhana- 
vada: one seer of grain at each plough. Nudimala son of 
Guhila: 10 drammas from each of his villages. 

L. 38 Rajaputra Gangu and Karmasimha: for twelve 
ekadashis the revenue of the Cholapika, in the village of 
Madaull and export duty of Chandra vatl. 

L. 39 on Friday the 5th of the bright half of Jyeshtha, 
[Vikrama] Samvat 1344, the Pratishtha ceremony- was 
performed. 



4. I he Caste System and Religion Among Hindus. 

[Published in the Indian Culture, Calcutta, Vol IV., No. S, (January 1938 A. D.) p p. 366-371]. 

In a chapter of Rigveda, known as ‘Purusha Sukta’ the 
Brahmanas are said to have been born from the mouth, the 
Kshatriyas from the arms, the Vaishyas from the thighs 
and the Shudras from the feet of the ‘Virata Purusha’ 
(Omnipotent). 

Though owing to the mention of the names of three 
‘Vedas’ this chapter may be supposed to be a later addition, 1 
yet the real motive which the old sages had adopted in it, to 
avoid the struggle of life by separating all the main 
occupations in four branches, has totally been ignored. 


It is quite clear that by allotting the different parts of 
the body of the Omnipotent as the sources of Brahmanas, 
Kshatriyas, Vaishyas and Shudras they have pointed out 
the duties of these ‘Varnas’ as learning, protection, trade 
and service respectively. 

But in spite of all this people were at liberty to change 
their Varna by proving their fitness to other occupations. 


The following hymn of the 5th Mandala of Rigveda 
states: — 

srar asrea: ^ i 

(Sukta 23, hymn 1 ) 

i. e, 0 sacrificial fire! grant me thy sage a son, who may 

be a destroyer of enemies and who being well versed in 

hymns may defeat all the enemies, who dare face him in 
the field. 


1 11 18 '^PP^ed that previously there wbb only one ‘Veda’ but Veda Vvasa assorted the~ 
njfrcms and named their collections as Rig, Sama and Yt^urveda, 
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The hymn next to it also asks: 

cmft 'jcurrct dft swrc t 

c3 ft *I?qt 2THT ftfad: II 

'O 

(Sukta 23, hymn 2 ) 

i.e,, 0 sacred fire! thou art an emblem of the truth and giver 
of cows and corn. Give me a son, who can defeat the armies 
of opponents. 

These hymns show that at that time even Brahmanas did 
not hesitate to have their sons profess the characteristic of 
Kshatriyas. , , . 


The following hymn of the 6th ‘ Mandala ’ of Rigveda men- 
tions: — 

inwr flur jtr f# ft dnr^i srctfrcq I 

arm m *nq: sr shtct fs: nH^rrfdf^rq; n 

(Sukta 28, hymn 5) 

i.e; Cows are my wealth. May Lord Indra give me cows. 
Cows are helpers of Soma, 0 people: such cows are equal 
to Lord Indra and I wish to worship this Lord Indra 
devotedly. 


The following hymn of 9th ‘Mandaja’ of Rigveda tells: 
3TT H: qspy? I 

’jq ft dtrr fftrft wr ^rc ft% st^rt q qqgd ; ll 

(Sukta 69, hymn 8) 

i. e., 0 Soma ! give us prosperity which may comprise money, 
gold, horses, cows, corn, and power. 


0 Soma! you being the crown of heaven and grower of 
corn be my ancestor. 

These two hymns point out that Brahmanas at time 
were willing to adopt the life of Vaishyas. 

Another hymn of the same ‘Mandala’ of Rigveda 
narrates-— 

ddl ift M M ITjt r^rt| | { 

HRIT^qt qqtSgnT ^ dftuft^fifc^t q fijqq || 

(Sukta 112, hymn 3) 

i. e., I am a compiler of hymns, my father is a physician 
and my mother a corn, .grinder,- Like cows in pasture^ we 
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live in this world pursuing different occupations im. the 
sake of wealth. Therefore 0 Soma! flow thy juice foi 

This hymn shows that at that time even the 
of one and the same family were at liberty o 
-different occupations. 

Further there are so many instances of changing 
, Varna by elevating or lowering one’s character. 

It is stated in ‘Aitareya Brahmana’ : ^ n-arTtna- 

«Ncn I crasqprot qft soar m I 

?T 0&S?8T: gH^r: StTO gfai 5 ^ ^IcWr 

i. e., out of one hundred sons of Vishvamitra (who y 
own efforts raised himself from a Kajarshi to BrahmarshiJ 
first fifty degraded themselves and were thrown into the 
-category of the ‘Dasyus’ like Andhras, Pundras, Shabaras, 
Pulindas and Mutibas. 

Gita also supports the division of ‘Varna’ according to 
the quality and occupation: — 

TlTrpin^' FPTT I ( STeqW % ^ ) 

The famous and learned king Bhoja, who flourished in the 
1st half of the 1 1 th century A. D. also supports this theory. 
He writes in his book named ‘Samarangana Sutradhara’ 1 : 

agprenrr qiNi: ll il 

i. e., there was only one ‘Varna’ called Brahmana, one ‘Veda 
and one season known as spring to keep the people happy. 

But in course of time when vices began to victimise the 
people God Brahma, to protect his creation, made Prithu as 
the first king on the Earth. 

After that— 

acr:sr grgtrorora' arnmz l 

i. e., he (Prithu) divided them (the people)' in four ‘Varnas’ 
•and the period of their life in four ‘Ashramas.’ 

^ ^ITOIT: «citaK.(: 11 S 11 


1 sfsqiiw (vw 3 ! \) and qurbwfspw (wqrc «) i 
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GLORIES OF MARWAR AND THE GLORIOUS RATHORS. 

i. e. among those who are devotees, of excellent character,, 
pious, scholars, and virtuous were named Brahmanas and were- 
entrusted with the task of performing sacrifices for themselves 
as well as for others, acquiring knowledge and imparting it to- 
others and giving and accepting charities. They were permitt- 
ed to marry the daughters of first three Varnas. 

Si § H U ll 

fSpUtUT ll l) 

'-OT: I 

iw e., those who were brave, energetic, capable to protect and' 
give shelter to refugees, strong and able-bodied were made 
Kshatriyas. 

In addition to some of the tasks mentioned above they 
were put in charge of brave acts, protection, justice and 
enterprise. 

U II 
I 

^TTTrq II V* II 

i. e., those who were shrewd, desirous of wealth, honest skill- 
ed and tender-hearted were classed as Vaishyas. 


stfa II 


They were put in charge of the work of treatment of 
diseases, agriculture, commerce, craftsmanship, breeding of 
cattle and manufacture of metal-articles. 

St || u || 

Sf SHUT ^ | 


i, e. those who were devoid of self-respect, impious, cruel and 
irreligious were branded as Shudras, 


They were allowed to earn their living by performing 
different physical feats or uttering various sounds, and by 

craftsmanship, breeding of cattle and the service-' of the first 
three Varnas. . 
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These quotations show that the people previously belonging" 
to one and the same ‘Varna’ in course of time were divided in 
four ‘Varnas’ according to their qualities and occupations. 

Further the changing of one’s ‘Varna’ was in vogue even 
in the latter half of the 1 1th century A.D. as is evident from 
the poem known as ‘Ballalacharitra’;— 

^ 

m-grrfl Cd r ra n srft mcR.rfa aift Jr nun 

sRraf rafeferafa feral 3rarferg II ^ ll 
nrarara: ^w^rrra; 'FotJ'Crj cRttw??t i 
gTh'^r uferam 11 ro h 

srfjp fed &mwK srat 1 
533 mm ma 11 u 11 ( z&m ) 

i.e., Ballala being displeased with goldsmiths degraded them 
to the standard of ‘Sachehhudra’ while to increase the number 
of domestic servants elevated the position of fishermen, 
gardeners, potters and black-smiths to the same level. 


These events have been quoted by Ananda Bhatta (the 
author of the poem) on the authority of previous scholars:— 






(at the end) 

i. e., what is said by Bhatta Pada and other scholars have been 
included in this ‘Ballala-charitra’. 


Thus considering all the above facts it becomes clear that 
the division of ‘Varna’ among Hindus was based on the 
quality and occupation like the modern division known as Babu, 
Thalcur, Seth and Mazdur (labourer). 

Before concluding this paper we may also state— that our 
Hindu religion was not so conservative as it is today. There 
are seveial proofs which go to show that even foreigners like 
Greeks, Turks (Yoe-chis), Shakas and Huns were freely 
admitted to its fold. Leaving apart the Buddhist records the 
Besnagar pillar inscription of 140 B. C. states that this 
‘Garudadhvaja’ (column)' was erected by Heliodorus the Greek 
who was a staunch Vaishnavite. ’ 
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glories of mar war and the glorious rathors. 

Kalhana in his ‘Rajataranginf writes:— 

H 3TN gqt; l 

^5 Xt£mk II V*° II ( SRW5TCW ) 

i.e., those pious kings (Hushka, Jushka and KanishkaJ though 
born of Turkish race built monasteries and ‘Chaityas’ at 

places like Hukhletroii, etc. 

We conclude from the inscriptions of Ushavadata, the son- 
in-law of king Nahapana, who flourished in the 1st half of the 
second century A.D., that he was a devotee both of Brahman- 
ism and Buddhism. 

♦ 

We also learn from ‘Rajataranginf that: — 

t% (^o {) ( ) 

i.e., at Srinagar the cruel king (Mihirakula), got built a 
temple of Shiva called after his own name. 

Moreover in commenting on the Panini’s ‘Sutra’ ‘ ^UKTU R- 
(Riy^o) the commentator Patanjali has counted Shakas 
and Yavanas as Shudras and Kaiyata in his turn has conclud- 
ed that — 

‘ vmx i » 

i.e., Shudras are also entitled to perform five sacrifices. 

Therefore if, setting aside the conservatism prevailing at 
present and allowing due margin for the changed conditions, 
we follow the path chalked out by our ancestors we will be 
more happy and can pass a more peaceful life in this world. 
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Chandravat 89. 

Chandravata — 44 
Cbandravati — 230 — 232, 234. 

Chandula 174. 

Ohara — 218. 

Chapotkata — 7. 

Charan — 203, 204. 

Charupi — 231, 2 33. 

Chatsu — 185. 

Cbaudra — 6, 13. 

Chauhana — 3, 4, 6, 8, 9, 29, 32, 35, 36, 
39, 49, 55, 56, 215, 219, 221. 
Cbaulukya 220, 221. 

Chauth — 136, 145, 147, 150, 152, 166, 
174. 

Cbavada • — 7. 

Chelmsford, lord — 52. 

Chera — 24, 26, 

Chhanar — 232, 234. 

Chhappan-ka- Pahad ( Marwar ) — 76. 
Chhappanka- Pahad. ( Me war ) 76. 
Chhatar Singh — 147, 152. 

Chhatar ( tra ) Smgh — ( Prince ) 200. 
Chhatrasal ( Hada ) — 92. 

Chibadiya — 39. 

Chimna ( Brother 0 f Baji Rao I ) — 1 56, 
169. 

Chimnaji ( Damodar ) — * 136, 145, 147, 
150, 152, 155, 159, 174. 

China — 6, 13, 
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Chinese — 13. 

Chinese Turkistan — 12. 

Chingiz Khan — * 123. 

Chmknlich Khan — 158, 165 
Chmhilla — 224. 

Chiruponnera — 18. . 1 

Chitaldroog — 16, 18, 23. 

Chitor ( tfcor ) — 25, 52, 65, 66, 76, 77,- 
184, 185, 212. 

Chitrakuta — 25. 

Choda — 212. 213. 

Chola — 20, 22, 25, 26. 

Cholapika — 232, 234 
Chonda — 183. 

Chnlukik — 220. 

Chunda (Kao) — 61, 183, 185. 

, Ohunda(Ravat ) 183, 184. 

Cochin — 22, 28 
Coimbatore — -24, 26. 

Conjeveram 24, 25. 

Coromandal Coast — 22, 25, 26. 

D 

Dabhade — 154, 155, 158; 159 
Dabhoi — 136, 145, 150, 166, 168, 

171, 174, 175. 

Dacca — 48. 

Dakor — >174. 

Damaji Gaikwad — 169, 175. 

Dantidurga II — 16, 17, 22, 23, 28 
Dantiga — 19, 20, 26. 

Dantiga ( Pallava ) — 18. 

Dantivarman ( Pallava ) — 18,' 24 
Dantivarman I, — 21, 22 
Dantivarman II, — 16, 17, 22, 23, 28 
Darada — 6, 13. 

Dara Shikoh ( Prince ) — 83, 87, 95 
97, 98. 

Dashavatara Temple — 21. 

Dasyu — 237. 

Paula — - 180, 182.' 

Daulatabad — 82 ' 

Dayal Das — } 104, 107/ 113, 114, 116. 
'’Deccan — 9, 15, 16, 20 — 22, -25, 27, 
28, 39, 43, 48, 83, 98, 102, 111, 112, 
114—116, 118, 158. ’165, 172,- 218. 
Dedaka — 231,' 233, ‘ ' ■' 

Delhana — 230 — 234 1 

Delhi — 4, 29 — 32, 51, 94, 102, 104, 
108, 110, 112, 113, 116, 118 — 120, 
123, 1 26, 130, 135, 166, 172, 173, 
181, 189, 190, 194, 200, 201. 


Deogin — 30, 32. 

Deoli - 19. 

Depalpur — 87. 

Devada — 229, 232, 234. 

Deval — 104, 108. 

Devaraja ('Jalore ) — 209, 210. 

Devaraja ( Parmara - Bbmmal ) — 205, — 
207, 212, 213. 

JJevarajeshvara — 212, 213. 

Devidas — 70, 74. 

Devidas — 52, 72 
Devkor — 72. 

Dbaini — 224, 225. 

Dhamori — 40. 

Dbamuni — 83, 

Dhanapala — 27 
Dbanchand — 77. 

Dbandhuk ( Parmara ) — 206, 212. , 
Dhanuda — 167, 169, 170. 

Dharamdhar — 212. 

Dharanidbar — 232, 234. 

Dharamvaraha ( Paramara ) — 206, 209, 
212, 213. 

Dharavarsha ( deva ) ( Parmar, Abu ) — 

226, 227, 230, 231. 

Dharavarsha ( Jalore ) — 209, 210. 
Dharmapala — 46 

Dhat — 206. 

Dbavala — 212, 219. 

Dhirasen Pundir — 30. 

Dholi ( Drummer ) — 203, 204 
Dhonkal Singh — 196 
Dhruvaraja ( Rashtrakuta ) 18, 24, 53. 
Dhruvaraja II, — 39. 

Dhuhar ( Rao ) — 43. 

Dhuma ( Dbauma ) raja deva — 226, 

227, 230, 233. 

Dhundhad — 179, 181. 

Didwana — 135. , 

Dravida — 6, 13. 

Drona — * 4. 

Dronpur — 59. 

Duda — 59. 

Dudor — 74. i 

Dunad (r) a — 67,73. 

Dungarpur — 74, 76. 

Dungarsi — 221. 

Durgadas — 51, 94, 126, 130, 186. 
Durjansal ( Hada ) — 147, 152. 

Durlabha — 206, 207. 

Durlabharaja ( Solanki ) — 212, 213, . 

220, 221. 


Dvarapa ■ — 219. 

Dvyasbraya Kavya — 39. 

Dwarka •— 41 

E 

Eastern Chalukyas - — 16, 24 — 26. 

East India Company — 134, 190, 199, 
201 

Edur — 127, 135 
Eka — 185. 

Ekalinga — 187, 188. 

Elliot — 123 
Ellora — 21, 23. 

England — 119, 125. 

English — 119, 190, 200, 201 
Eta — 39. 

Europe — 5. 

F 

Earrukhabad — 43, 165 
Farrukhsiyar — 51, 102, 110—118, 121 
122, 124, 126. 

Farzand -I- Elijah — 190 
Fatehkhan (Vazir) 200,201, 

Fatehpur (a) (Gnjrat) — 138,139,141,143 
Fatehpur (Rajputana) — 147,153 
Fatuhat- i-Alamgin — 88 
Firoz — 191 
Firozshali — 31. 

ForbeB Alexander Kinlock — 127, 134 

G 

Gadhipur — 42, 43, 49. 

Gagrann — 185 
Gabad — 43. 

Gahad (r) vals — 9, 37, 38, 41 — 47, 49 
Gaikwad — 159, 166, 172, 175 
Gaj singh (Raja) — 64, SI, 82, 85. 

Gakkbars — 34 
Gandbar — 12. 

Gandumak — 201. 

Ganga (Rao) — 185 
Gangadeva — 232,234. 

Gangani — 67. 

Gangas —16 —20,23,24,26. 

Gangasingk (Maharaja) — 60. 

Gangavadi — 16 — 19,24 — 26. 

Ganges — 27, 45. 
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Ganga — 232, 234. 

Garga — 231, 233 
Gaud ( Clan ) — 84, 90. 

Gaud (r) a ( Country ) 25, 26, 212, 213. 
Gautama — 230, 233 
Gaya — 50 

George A Gnerson — 48. 

Ghanerao — 104, 108, 186. 

Ghazi - ud- dm Firoz Jang — 158 
Ghazi - ud - din Khan — 189. 

Ghazni — 30. 

G. H. Ojha — 60, 61, 63, 64. 

Ghosundi — 50. 

Ghulam Qadir — 190. 

Gibrail — 99. 

Girvar — 227, 229. 

Gita Govmd — 41. 

Godavari — 23, 25. 26, 48 
Godwad — 103, 107, 135, 186, 187. 
Gogunda — 76, 78, 79 
Go(u) lnla — 34, 41, 229, 232, 234. 
Gond — 9. 

Gondwana — 23 
Gopala — 43 — 46. 

Gopinath ( Ghanerao ) - — 186 
Govardhan — 90 

Gonnda ( Brahman ) — 206, 207. 
Govmd Chandra — 2, 45. 

Govind Das — 104, 107. 

Govmd Raj ( Chanhan ) — 33. 

Govind Raj I ( Rashtrakuta) — 22. 
Govind Raj EE ( Rashtrakuta) — 28, 24. 
Govind Raj m ( Rashtrakuta ) — 18, 
23, 24, 40, 53 
Great War — 52. 

Greeks — 239 
Grivida — 230, 231, 283. 

Gudha — 104, 107. 

Gudwara — 135 
Guhadatta — 9. 

Guhil — 9 

Guhyatirtha — 230, 233. 

Gujar — 69. 

Gujrat— 5, 7, 19, 22 — 25, 36, 38, 
39, 55. 69, 124, 127, 133, 134, 136, 
137, 144, 146 — 148, 150 — 152, 
154, 156 — 162, 164— 167, 169, 172, 
173, 175, 178, 185, 206, 218, 219. 
Gujrati - — 5. 

Gulbarga — 21. 

Gnndnr — 20. 

Gurjar — 3, 5—7, 9, 26. 
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Gurjar ( Province ) — 5, 7. 
Gurjaratra — 7. 
Gurjareshvara — 5,7. 
Gusam — 139, 142. . 

Guvak I, — 8. 

Gwalior — 4, 27, 82, 190. 


H 

Hada — 92, 147, 152. 

Hadi — 92. 

Hadoti — 177, 179, 181. 

Hafiz — 97. 

Haifa — 52. 

Haihaya — 4 — 6, 26, 31. 

Halayudha — 3, 40. 

Hamnur Mahakavya — 31, 33,* 39. 
Hansabai — 183 — 185. 

Hansol — 138 104. 

Hansob — 32. 

Hansraj Raval ( Jaisalmer ) — 73. 

Han Wu Ti — 13. 

Hanraja — 33. 

Harishchandra — 4 
Haraha ( Vardhana ) — 22. 

Harshacharita — 5,. 11. 

HarBha Gani — 39 
Harahanath — 8 
Harshuka — 224, 225. 

Hasbim Say.yed. — 71 
Hassan (Diet) — 20. 

Hasbikundi — 212. 

Hathal — 226, 227. 

Hathaladi ( dali ) — 227, 228. 

Hathi Gnmpha — 48. 

Hathnndi — 212. 

Hatma — 215. 

Heliodorns — 239. 

Heinaehandra — 39. 

Himalaya — 6, 8, 9, 23 
Hindu — 29, 70,. 87, 90, 93,- 103, 106, 
109 — 112, 114, 117, 124,-239. 
Hindustan — 50, 51, 66, 100, 111, 112 
115, 118, 193, 199—202. , 

Hingulaj — 115 — 118, 137, 140, 145, 
148, -155,- 158, 163, 164, -167, 170, 
178, 180 
Hisar — 59. 

Hiuen Tsang — 7, 8. 

Hukhletron — 240. 

Humayun ( Emperor >) — 66,-68, 191* 


Hun — 5, 6, 8, 12 • — • 15, 23§. 

Hun Coins — 14. 

Husain .All Khan — 102, 113, 114, 116. 
Husain Quli Begh ( Khan ) — 67, 68, 76. 
Hushka — 240. 

Hydrabad ( Deccan ) — 21, 25. 

I 

Ibn Haukal — 27. 

Ibn Khurdadba — 11, 27. 

Idar — 56, 78, 127, 129, 131, 135. 
Iftikhar Khan — 89. 

Imad-ul-mulk — 189. 

Inda — 168, 170. 

India — 1, 5—7, 12, 13, 15, 23, 27, 29, 
34, 38, 48, 52, 59, 66, 75, 94, 98, 112, 
134, 194, 219. 

Indra — ( Rashtrakuta ) — 21. 

Indra Raja ( III ) — 26, 38, 43. 
Indraraja ( IV ) — 20, 28. 

Indraraja ( Guj’rat ) — 24. 

Indraraja ( Singhi ) — 196. 

Indra Smgh ( Son of Raya Singh ) — 86, 
122, 134. 

Irvin, William — 119, 122 — 128, 173. 
Ishardas — 88. 

Ishvari Singh ( Jaipur ) — 195. 

Israfil — 99. 


J 

Jadunath Sarkar — 89, 91, 93, 119, 

127 — 129, 131, 133, 173. 

Jagat Raya — 70, 77. 

Jagab Smgh ( Maharaja of Jaipur ) — 196. 
Jagat Smgh ( Son of R. Basu ) — 83. 
Jagirdar — 204. 

Jagmal ( Meratiya ) — 67, 72. 

Jagmal ( Mewar ) — 76. 

Jagmal ( Rathor ) — 43. 

Jahanabad — 115, 118, 

Jahandar Shah — 102, 191. 

Jahangir — 98, 123, 191. 

Jahazpur — 76. 

Jaimal ( Rathor ) — 52, 53, 67, 72, 77, 
186. 

Jaipur — 122, 123, 125, 126, 128 , 130- 
132, 173, 177, 179, 181, 185, 195- 197, 
Jaisa — 67. 

Jaisa ( Sindhal ) — 58. 
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Jaisahner — 212. 

Jai Singh ( Mirza Raja ) — 125. 

Jai ( Java ) Singh ( Savai Raja, Jaipur) 
114—118, 122, 123, 125—128, 130, 131, 
133, 147, 153, 173, 177— 181. 

Jaitaran — 68, 69. 

Jaitavat — 74 
Jaifcmal — 67. 

Jaitrakarna — 230, 231. 

Jaifcra Simba — * 230. 

Jaifc Singh ( Auwa ) — 195. 

Jajjaka — 212, 214 
Jalal Khan — 71, 72, 

Jalhana — 228. 

Jalor(e) — 36, 56, 137, 206, 208, 209. 
Jambusar — 136, 145, 150, 175. 

Jamrud — 94, 109, 

Jnngal (u) — 58, 59. 62 — 64. 

Janna — 223 — 225, 

Jasamadevi — 62, 63 

Jaskaran ( Pancholi ) — 197, 198 

Jasodhara — 212, 214. 

Jaswantpura — 28 
Jaswantpura — 205. 

Jaswant Singh I, — 28, 51, 81, 82, 86 — 
92, 94, 95, 97, 98, 102, 109, 124. 

Jafc — 58, 59 

Jati ( Jam Saint ) — 167, 169, 171. 

Java — 12. 

Jawan Bakht ( Uirza ) — 189 
Jaya Bhat III ( Gurjara ) — 7. 
Jayachandra — 29 — 34, 42, 43 
Jayasimha ( Chalukya ) — 212, 214, 

217, 218, 220, 221 
Jayasimha I ( Paramara ) — 223. 
Jayasimha 1 ( W. Solanki ) — 21. 
Jayasimha II ( W Chalukya ) 21 
Jaya Singh ( Maharana ) — 186 
Joya Soma — 62 

Jazia— 51, 109—112, 114, 116 
Jhabua — 56 
Jhalrapatan — 223. 

Jharod — 147, 153 
Jhunjhauu -147, 153 
Jodha ( Rao) — 50 58, 59, 61, 63, 64, 
105. 

Jodhpur — 28, 49, 52, 55, 56, 58 — 61, 
63, 64, 66—69, 77, 79, 86, 87, 90, 9 2, 
102 — 107, 110,113,120,122,123,128— 
131, 134, 135, 172, 173, 176 — 178, 
186, 187, 195— 197, 199, 205, 208, 
211, 212, 217. 


Jodhpur Lancers — 52. 

Joga — 58. 

Jogidas ( Champavat ) — 103, 105, 106 
Johan (King) — 126. 

Jordan — 52 
Jumna — 85. 

Junjhar Singh — 81. 

Jushka — 240. 

Juzrs — 5, 7, 

K 

Kabul — 82, 83, 195, 200, 201. 
Kachardas — 199. 

Kachh — 219. 

Kadab — 18, 

Kadambas 16. 

Kadi— 219. 

Kafirisfcan — 13. 

Kailas Bhavana — 23. 

Kaiyata — 240. 

Kalaebun — 4 — 6, 26. 

Kalhana — 240. 

Kalhauavada — 232, 234. 

Kalidas — 11. 

Kalmga — 13, 23, 25, 26, 48. 
Kabvittarasa — 20. 

Kalla — 70, 72 — 74. 

Kalyam — 27, 218. 

Knlyan Katak — 218. 

Kalyanmal Rao — 69 
Kama — 125 
Kambakhsh — 102. 

Kambojas — 5, 6, 13. 

Kamdhaj Raya — 29, 31. 

Kamlavafei — 29, 31. 

Kamran ( Sbab ) — 200, 201. 
Kamwar ( Khan ) — 121, 123 — 125, 
128, 129, 133. 

Kanauj — 5, 7, 9, 22, 26, 29, 31, 32, 
37—46, 49, 59, 218 219. 

Konchi — 16 — 18, 22 — 25. 

Kandali — 168, 171, 175. 

Kandhal — 58, 59. 

Kandhar — 82, 83. 

Kanha ( Rao ) — 185. 

Kanban Cave — 25. 

Kamshka — 5, 240 
Kanneshvara — 23. 

Kanfchaji Kadam Bbande — 136, 145, 
147, 150, 152, 155—157, 159—161, 
163, 165, 174. 

Kanth Kot — 219 
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Kanuja — 69. * 

Kapis — 13. 

Karamsi — 59. 

Karan Singh( Bikaner ) — 83. 

Karhad — 26. 

Karim Khan — 146, 150. 

Karkaraja — ( Lata ) — 19, 172. 
Karkaraja II ( Lata ) — 23. 

Karkaraja II ( Kashtrakuta ) — 20, 27. 
Karmachandra — 63. 

Karmacbandra Vamshotkirtan Kavya — 
62. 

Karmasimha ( Patanarayana )232, 234, 
Kama — 7,231 
Karnadeva — 220, 221. 

Karnata (l) k — 9, 22, 23, 212, 213. 
Karnul — 23. 

Karpuradevi — 31. 

Kashi — 44, 50. 

Kashmir — 200, 201. 

Kasimpur — 138, 141. 

Katak — 33. 

Kathauli — 189, 

Kathiawad — 41. 

Katyayan — 240. 

Kayath ( Kayastha ) — 103, 106. 
Kelhana — 57. 

Kelhana — ( Brahmana ) - — 231, 233 
Kerala — 22, 25. 

Kesari Singh ( Parohit ) — 115, 118. 
Keshava — 2 31, 233. 

Keshava Das — 70, 77 
Keshava Das (Meratiya ) — 70 ,77, 
Khafi Khan — 90, 92, 125 
Khajwa — 86 
Khakkars — 34. 

Khalil-ulla-Khan — 84 
Khalsap — 200, 201 
Khamnor — 76. 

Khanazad Khan — 19 1. 

Khan Danran — 144, 158, 164, 178 
Khan Dauran — 82, 83 
Khande Kao ( Dabhade ) — 158, 166, 
173, 175. 

Khandesh — 24. 

Khan(i) Jahan ( Sayyad) — 81. 
Khanpur — 138, 141. 

Kharbuji — 179, 181, 

Kharepatan — 27. 

Kharia — 58 
Kharvel • — 48. 

Kharwa — 147, 153. 


Kharwar — 9. 

Khashas — 6, 13. 

Khata — 185. 

Khazars — 3, 5 — 7, 

Khed ( dhara ) — 34 — ^36, 56. 

Khetn (di) — 125. 

Khimauli — 232, 244. 

Khinva — 69, 

Khmvasi ( Bhandari ) — 131 
Khokhandpnr — 30, 

Khottigadeva • — 27. 

Khsatnyas — 2 — 4, 6, 7, 9 — 11, 13 — 15, 

20, 43 

Khurram — 70, 79 
Khusal Chand — 125. 

Khusru II, ~ 6. 

Kielhorn — 219. 

Kiradu ( Kirat Kupa ) — 35, 55, 56, 
206, 210—212, 215. 

Kiratas — 6, 13. 

Kirat Kupa ( Kiradu ) — 212, 214 — 216 
Kirat Singh — 125. 

Kirtipal ( Chalukya ) — 218. 

Kirtivarman I ( Chalukya — 16. 
Kirtivarman II ( Chalukya) — 16, 17, 

21, 22, 28. 

Kishangarh — 5b. 

Kishor Singh ( Son of M. Ajit ) — 129, 
130, 134, 135. 

Kitab-ul-masahk-ul-mamalik — 11. 
Kolhapur — 22, 159. 

Koli— 132, 135, 168, 171. 

Konguni Varma — 16. 

Konnur — 19. 

Koolee — 135. 

Koombho — 184. 

Koral _ 168, 171, 175. 

Korna — 70. 

Koshala ( Northern ) - — 24 
Koshala ( Southern ) 23. 

Kovidasa — 227, 228. 

Krishna — 231. / 

Krishna ( Kashtrakuta ) — 21. 

Krishna ( river ) — 23, 25, 26 
Knshnakuman — 196. 

Krishnaraja II ( Paramara ) — 212, 213. 
Krishnaraja I ( Kashtrakuta ) ‘ — 17* 23, 
40. 

Krishnaraja II ( Kashtrakuta ) — 19, 26 
Krishnaraja III ( Kashtrakuta ) — 1^? 
20, 26 — 28. . 



261 


Knshnamja ( deva ) III ( Pnramara ) — 
230, 231 

Kshamemathuna — 205. 

Ksbatmamntbuka — 205 
Ksbntriya — 235 — 238 
Kumarapala (Solanki) — 3o 39, 5^ — 57> 
212, 214, 

Kumarapala Charitra * — 14, 43 
Kumbhakarana ( Kumbha ) ( Mabarana ) 
— 41, 125, 184, 185. 

Kuwbbaranuli — 227, 228 , 

Kumpavai — 74, 85 
Kuru — 231 
Ktmindaka — 26. 

Kuskan coins — 14. 

Kushans — 12 — 14. 

Kushika — 44, 

Kutubuddid Khan — 79. 

L 

Ladnu — 59 

Lahore — 31, 62,81, 2 09, 189, 199, 
201 

Lake, Lord — 190. 

Lakha — ( Maharana ; — 183 — 185 
Lakhanapala — 42, 43, 45 
Lakhdkir ( Inda ) — 168, 170. 
Lakshmana — 233 
Lakshmana ( Brahman ) — 231, 213 
Lakshmanesh — 230. 

Lai Kila — 85 
lashkar Khan — 78. 

Lata — 7, 23 24, 26, 38, 172, 219. 
Latalur — 26 

Later Mughals — 119, 128, 173. 

Latur — 21. 

Lichehhavis — 14, 15 
Linguistic Survey — - 48. 

Lodrava — 206 
Lohawat — 67 
Lohgasvamideva — 224, 225 
Lambha — ( Chanhana ) — 4. 39. 

Lum — 34 

M 

Maasir-ul-Umra — 51, 124, 129 
Madalia — 69 

Madana Brahmadeva — 215, 216. 
Madanapnla ( Gahadavala ) — 42, 45 
Mddanapala ( Set Maheth ) — 43 -45 


Mad null — 232, 234. 

Madho Kao Smdhia — 190, 195. 
Madhusudau — 229 
Madina — 100 
Madias — 23. 

Madn — lb4 
Magadha — 13, 25, 26. 

Magavadi — 227, 228 
Mahabat Khan — 98 
Mababharata — 48. 

Mabajan — 106 
Mabamud Shah (Kabul) — 201 
Mahamuna — 231 233 
Mali an ad i — 22, 23, 25 
Mahapa (Paramara) — 184, 185 
Maharashtia — 5 
Maharashtn — 5 

Mabaratta — 98, 99, 136, 151, 154, 159, 
162, 165, 156,177,178, 189, 195, 203 
Mahasingh — - 103, 104 106 — 108 
Mahbub — 89 
Mabesbdas (Gaud) — 88, 90 
Mabesbdas (Kumpavat) — 74 
Maheshdas (iiathor) — 70 
Mabi — 22, 168,170, 171, 174 
Mahichandra (Gabadval) — 46 
Mahikanlha — 135 
Mahipala (Cbalukya) — 218 
Mahipala (Pala) — 46. 

Mahipala (Paramaia) — 206, 212 
Mahmud (Sultan, Mandu) — 184. 
Mahodaya — 26 
Mahuvi — 43 

Majumdar (Professor) — 48, 53 
Malabar coast — 22, 25 
Malavikagnnnitra — 11 
Maldev (Kao)— 50, 52. 64, 62—69 74, 77 
79 

Malha — 231, 233 
Malkhed — 24, 25, 27, 28. 

Malian i — 184, 215 

Malwa — 1, 3, 22—25,27, 158, 167, 
169, 177—179, 181, 185, 209, 212, 
213 232 234 
Mandakim — 230 
Mandalgarb — 76 185. 

Mandor — 29— 32, 36, 56, 184, 206. 
Mandu — 184 

Mangal Singh ( Thakur-Pokaran ) — 105. 
Mankera — 200, 201. 

Manne — 17. 
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Manrup — 178, 180, 182. 

Man Smgh ( Kunwar- Jaipur ) — 75, 


78, 


Man Singh ( Maharaja-Jodhpur ) —195— 
197, 199, 203 


Manu • — 6, 13. 

Manucci < — 88, 93 
Manyakheta — 19, 26, 27 
Marasharva — 24 
Marasimha — 20. 

Marumandal — 210, 212, 213. 

Marwar — 10, 24, 35, 36, 41, 43, 51, 
52, 65, 58, 59, 66—70, 74—76, 80—82, 
84—86, 90, 92, 94, 98/ 102, 105, 108 
—110,113, 122/124, 126, 129, 130, 
131, 134—137, 154, 158, 159, 161, 164, 
166, 183—186, 188, 189, 194—196, 199, 
203, 205, 206, 208, 210—213, 215, 229. 


Masuda — 147, 153 

Mathanadev — ( Gurjar-Pratihara ) — 5 

Mabhanasimha — 230. 

Matvaka — 206, 207. 

Maya . — 12 
Mecca — "100 
Megasthenese — 7. 

Megh Raj ( Raval) — 70 
Mehmud ( Ghazni ) — 15 
Mehva — 35. 

Melak —232, 234 
Melardevi —209, 210 . 

Mema — 175. 

Memadshah ( Bikaner ) — 197, 198 
Mera — 184, 185. 

Meratia — 72. 

Mers— 34, 35, 56. 

Merta 52, 67, 70—72, 76, 103, 1% ir,6, 
107. 


Mera — 26, 

Merutunga 219. 

Mewar — 3, 4, 9, 30, 33, 50, 65, 74—76 
93. "110, 125, 127, 183—186 188, 230. 
Michael — 99. 

Mihireshvara — 240. 

Mihirkula — 14, 15, 240. 

Mmas — 34, 35, 56. . 

Miraj — 21. 

Miranshah — 191. 

Mirat-i-waridab — 125, 129 
* Mirjumla — 117. 

(A) Mirkhan — 196, 197. 

Mir Mnhammad Masnm — 88, 


Mohammad Akbar ( Prince ) — 94, 95, 
124. 

Mohammad Amm Khan — 138, 140, 141. 
Mohammad Hadi Kamwar Khan • — 121, 
123—125, 128, 129, 133 
Mohammad Hasham — 90. 
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Nagpur — 185, 

Nahad — 32 
Nahad II, — 32. 
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Prabhakaravardhana — 5 
Prabbasa Pattan — 40 
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Radadhara— 35, 36, 56, 104, 108. 
Radhanpur — 17, 25 
Raee Singh— 134 

Rafi-ud darjat— 110— 114, 116, 124. 
Rafi-ud-danlah — 124 
Rafi-ul-Kadar— 114, 116 
Raghunath Bhandari — 123, 128, 130—133. 
Rai Aman — 192, 193. 

Rainsi — 30, 31, 33 
Raisina — 192 — 195. 
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Satara — 159, 162, 166, 173. 

Satavahana — 48. 

Safcyasena (Swami) — 12. 
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Sava lakh — 6 , 9. 

Sayyad — 51, 70, 71, 73, 79, 81, 84, 
102, 110—114, 116, 118—121, 123, 124, 
126—128. 

Sayyad Begh — 79. 

Scythians — 14 
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Shahu Bhonsle — 82 
Shah Zaman — 200, 201, 

Shaka coins — '13, 

Shakes — 5, 6 , 12—14/239, 240, 
Shakambhari — 8 , 55, 57, 215, 216, 221 
Shambhuji II, — 159 
Shamsuddm — 43 
Sbankaragand • — 20, , 

Sharfuddin — 67, 72 
Shnuchakhambha — 18 
Shekh — 139, 141. 
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Shrimal — 205, 207. 
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Suja (Rao) — 58 — 63 
Sujan Singh — 177. 

Sukk Raj — 70. 

Sulaiman — 27. 

Sultan — 125. 

Sultan Singh — 71. 

Sumatra — 12 

Sumer Singh (Maharaja) — 52. 
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Valabhi — 7 
Valana — 231, 233. 
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Page 

Line Incorrect 

Correct 

III 

30 Nagabhat I 

Nagabhat II 

VI 

18 Trivendrum 

Travancore 

VII 

18 jrrfwft;; 


XVI 

5 has., assassins 

had. . .the assassins 

XXII 

1 address 

addresses 

XXXIII 

24 500 

5,000 

XXXVII 

25 Deccan 

the Deccan 

XLI 

36 in 

for 

XL1V 

1 charge 

the charge 

LI 

3 in 

as 

LX I 

6 The Prince 

Prince 

LXI 

18 Further 

(delete) 

LXIII 

23 sum 

a sum 

6 

16-17 Kshartriyas 

Kshatriyas 

7 

8 & 1 4 Kannauj 

Kanauj 

7 

44 no ther 

another 

10 

26 Sixth 

fourth 

34 

30 Jayachandra 1 

Jayachandra 

34 

30 Writes: — 

Writes 1 : — 

50 

1 second 

other 

56 

4 (1173 A. D. )i 

( 1173 A. D. ) 

56 

5 inscription 

inscription 1 

67 

9 Dundada 

Dunada 

67 

31 Rao 

the Rao 

71 

3 resented 

enraged 

74 

12 Emperor 3 

the Emperor 3 

75 

8 in 

under 

75 

16 Maharana 

the Maharana 

76 

1 1 three 

five 

81 

34 chapter 1 

chapter 2 

83 

4 1 anmity 

enmity 

95 

33 both in this 

both this 
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Pa ge 

Line Incorrect 

Correct 

99 

13 sow 

show 

105 

10 ^351 

gsft 

117 

i5 a great rank 

a special flag. 

141 

1 Fort, occupied 

Fort and occupied 

149 

21 under this head 

(delete) 

155 

25 atasrcn* 


155 

27 


156 

29 


160 

8 will also be brought might also come 

170 

1 1 by command 

This is our command 

173 

4 by the 

on the 

173 

27 bright 

dark 

174 

20 latter 

later 

175 

- 27 Conquerred 

Conquered 

184 

2 setter 

shelter 

184 

25 Rao 

Ravat 

186 

18 Maharaja 

Maharana 

190 

31 Sindhiain 

Sindhia 

193 

24, Jib 


193 

26 t tk 


193 

33 


196 

26 Mirkhan 

A mirkhan 

199 

2 the Maharaja 

Maharaja 

205 

2 1059 

1069 (Because the lunar 
eclipse falls in Magh of 
this year. According 
to this, the date will be 
29th January 1013 A D). 

206 

31 Kumarapala I 

Bhimadeva I 

209 

25 *1# (eft ) g g 

215 

21-22 Shakambari 
(Chauhana) 

Shakambhari-Chauhana 

217 

25 Through 

Though 

217 

27 after the birth 

of 


his son Mahipal, (delete) 
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Page 

Line 

Incorrect 

Correct 

218 

1 

ICirtipala and Ku- 




marpala, i. e 

(delete) 

218 

7 

by the Solanki 

by Solanki 

220 

9 



225 

3 

Sanvat 

Samvat 

227 

13 

Hathaladi 

Hatadali 

230 

12 

belies 

bellies 

234 

18 

grant 

grants 

235 

8 

of three 

of the three 

23 S 

20 


frercru 


Page 

Column 

Line 

Incorrect 

Correct 

243 

II 

18-19 

XXXVIII XLIII 

XXXVIII-XLIII 

243 

II 

33 

LX 

LXIV 

246 

I 

26-27 

XLV,I-XLVIII, 

XLIX-LXIV 

XLVI-LXIV, 

246 

II 

12 

Kambaksh 

Kambakhsh 

. 255 

II 

27 

Chara 

Chaora 

255 

II 

48 

1,56 

156 

257 

II 

29 

Govind Das 

Goyand Das 

258 

I 

17 

104 

140 

260 

II 

12 

Khsatriyas 

Kshatriyas 

261 

II 

37 

62 

66 

262 

II 

19 

158-174 

158,174 





